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September 9, 2019 
 

To: Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 

 Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 

Submitted via hand delivery and website 
 

RE: SUPPORT FOR NOMINATION AND APPOINTMENT OF LISA W. CATALDO 
TO THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT 

 

Hawaii Women Lawyers (HWL) is a nonprofit business organization made up of over 300 female 
and male attorneys. HWL’s mission includes improving the status of women in the legal 
profession, increasing the number of women attorneys in positions of authority and responsibility, 
and promoting the advancement of all women. 

 
HWL believes that increasing opportunities for, and improving the visibility of, qualified 
women in the Judiciary is extremely important. The judicial bench should be adequately 
balanced and reflect the composition of Hawaii’s citizens. 

 
The percentage of women judges in Hawaii has never been truly representative of the 
community at large. While there has been some diversity improvement over the last few years, 
HWL believes that more qualified women should be appointed to fill judicial vacancies to bring 
balance to the bench. 

 
HWL supports the nomination of LISA W. CATALDO for the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, and 
respectfully requests that you appoint her to the First Circuit. Lisa Cataldo’s appointment will 
help to ensure that the number of women on the bench better represents the number of women 
in the legal profession and the larger community. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to support this nomination. 

Very truly yours, 

Hawaii Women Lawyers 
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Testimony of the 
HAWAII STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 

relating to the nomination of 
 

Lisa W. Cataldo 
Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit (GM3) 

 
 

TO:  The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair  
 The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Vice-Chair 
 and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary  
 
FROM:  Derek R. Kobayashi  
 President, Hawaii State Bar Association 
 
Hearing: Tuesday, September 10, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. 
 Conference Room 016 
 State Capitol 
 
The Board of Directors of the Hawaii State Bar Association (HSBA) 
appreciates the opportunity to submit comments on the nomination of Lisa 
W. Cataldo for the position of Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit. 
 
The HSBA Board of Directors followed its multi-step process to inform the 
confirming authority of its findings on this appointment. 

 
 Notification to the nominee of the HSBA appointment review 

process, which includes a questionnaire requesting educational 
credentials, legal and other professional work experiences, personal 
references; a resume; a copy of the JSC application; a form 
authorizing disclosure from the Office of Disciplinary Counsel of any 
disciplinary action; and an interview with the HSBA Board of 
Directors. 

 Notification via electronic transmission to the HSBA membership of 
the appointment and a request for comments on the nominee. 

 Appointment of a three-person review subcommittee of HSBA Board 
members by the President which serves as a neutral fact-finding 
body to: review documentation submitted by the nominee, contact 
references submitted by the nominee, review comments received 
from the HSBA membership, and conduct follow-up member contact 
for clarification, if necessary, for presentation to the HSBA Board. 

 Submittal of a report by the three-person review subcommittee to the 
President, and subsequently to the entire Board.  
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 Meeting of the President, the Executive Director, and the nominee prior to the scheduled 

interview of the nominee by the Board. 

 Interview of the nominee by the HSBA Board. 

 Deliberation of the HSBA Board. 

 Submittal of the HSBA Board’s recommendation to the confirming authority. 
 

The HSBA President and the Executive Director met with Ms. Cataldo on September 6, 2019 to 
discuss the subcommittee’s findings.   On September 9th, Ms. Cataldo was interviewed by the 
HSBA Board of Directors in executive session. 
 

Documentation submitted by Ms. Cataldo was reviewed and the references listed were 
contacted for their personal opinions and observations. The comments and letters received from 
HSBA members reflected an affirmation of Ms. Cataldo in all categories of the HSBA criteria 
which include: 
 

 Integrity 
 Diligence 
 Legal knowledge and ability 
 Professional experience 
 Temperament 
 Financial responsibility 
 Public service 
 Health 
 Ability to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of the position 

 
Lisa Cataldo who was born and raised in the Marshall Islands has a diverse professional career 
which in large part was dictated by life’s opportunities and circumstances. The Nominee 
presided over petty misdemeanor and misdemeanor cases during her tenure as a part-time 
Federal Magistrate Judge in Kwajalein. Ms. Cataldo has a varied Hawaii civil practice with a 
diverse clientele. She has case management skills from pretrial to the disposition of a lawsuit. 
She has also worked for the Department of the Corporation Counsel for the City and County of 
Honolulu, and was a Training Specialist responsible for the development, implementation and 
monitoring of apprentice programs in Kwajalein. 
 
The Nominee’s varied professional experiences exhibit a willingness to undertake challenges to 
work in different areas and develop a varied skillset. Ms. Cataldo’s ability to adapt and find 
creative resolutions to problems is also evident in her varied background. 

 
After the interview of the nominee, which included dialogue and questioning relating to her 
background, experiences, and reasons for pursuing the position of Circuit Court Judge of the 
First Circuit, the Board of the Hawaii State Bar Association found Ms. Lisa W. Cataldo to be 
QUALIFIED for the position of Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments for consideration during the deliberations and 
decision making of our Committee. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

  
 



399767.1  

 
Statement of Becky T. Chestnut 

 
in Support of GM3, Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the 

First Circuit, State of Hawaiʻi, Gubernatorial Nominee LISA W. CATALDO, for a term to 
expire in 10 years. 

 
 

Lisa W. Cataldo will be an excellent addition to the circuit court bench.  Lisa has been a 
treasured mentor to me since 2000, when I first interned at McCorriston Miller Mukai 
MacKinnon.  Having worked closely with Lisa for almost twenty years, I can say without 
question that Lisa’s professionalism, keen intellect, and dedication in private practice will 
translate to excellence on the bench.  Lisa is intrepid; she is a fierce and tireless advocate for her 
clients.  Lisa inspires others by maintaining very high standards for her own work, and never 
expecting more of others than she gives herself.  She never cuts corners; she is diligent, 
thoughtful, and careful, and she works hard to make sure that any work product is well-
researched, well-crafted, and helpful to its intended audience.  This seriousness is 
counterbalanced by Lisa’s saber wit and delightfully dry sense of humor, which make working 
with her even more of a pleasure.  Both in and outside of her practice, Lisa is an honorable, 
honest, and compassionate person.  Hawaii’s judiciary and its people will greatly benefit from 
Lisa’s service as a circuit court judge, and I enthusiastically support her confirmation.   

 
       
       







Law Offices of Cary T. Tanaka
Suite 1010 Bishop Street Tower ! 700 Bishop Street ! Honolulu, Hawaii  96813

Telephone (808) 536-8885 ! Facsimile (808) 536-8845
Email: cary@tanakalegal.com

September 6, 2019

VIA EMAIL TRANSMISSION - JDCtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov

Committee on Judiciary and Labor           
Hawaii State Capitol          
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii   96813

Re: In the Matter of the Confirmation of Lisa W. Cataldo
Judge, Circuit Court of the First Circuit
GM3
Hearing:   September 10, 2019                                  

Dear Senators:

I am writing in support of the nomination of Lisa Cataldo for the position of Circuit
Court Judge of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii.  I have known Lisa for many years as a
practicing attorney here in Honolulu. During that time, she has always conducted
herself in a professional manner and has extended the utmost of courtesies to
everyone she has come into contact with.  Professionally, I believe that Lisa
consistently demonstrates the highest degree of academic ability and moral toughness.  

Although there is no question that professionally, Lisa is qualified to serve as a
Circuit Court Judge, I believe that her most redeeming quality rests with her humility
and kindness towards others.  She is fair and always treats her colleagues with respect. 
Lisa possesses the appropriate temperament which will be an asset to the Judiciary, as
well as to the people of the State of Hawaii.  I wholeheartedly support Lisa Cataldo’s
nomination for Circuit Court Judge and ask that the Senate favorably consider her
application.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate contacting my office.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

CARY T. TANAKA

CTT:jm
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From: Mailing List
To: JDCTestimony
Cc: dhkching@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM3 on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM (Written Only)
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 10:11:15 PM

GM3
Submitted on: 9/8/2019
Testimony for on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM in Conference Room 016

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Testifying

 in
 Person

Dayna Kamimura-Ching Individual Support No

Comments: Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Wakai, and Judiciary Committee
 Members: I am writing to express my strong support of Lisa W. Cataldo for the
 position of Judge of the State of Hawaii First Circuit Court. I have known Ms. Cataldo
 since 2007 when I started working as a litigation associate at McCorriston Miller
 Mukai MacKinnon LLP. I worked closely with her on numerous cases and have
 always been impressed by her diligence, integrity, and legal acumen. Ms. Cataldo
 also possesses the character, temperament, and intellect that make her superbly
 qualified to be a judge. Prior to being a litigator, I served as a law clerk and before
 that, I externed for various judges. I understand how much of an impact judges can
 have, not only on the parties who come before them, but also the law students and
 new attorneys who extern and clerk for them. I have no doubt that Ms. Cataldo will
 positively influence anyone who has the privilege of working with her. Her
 appointment would be of great benefit to the bar and our community. Although I no
 longer practice law, I continue to have the utmost respect for Ms. Cataldo as an
 attorney and as a person, and I wholeheartedly believe she would be an outstanding
 judge. Thank you very much for your consideration of my written testimony.
 Sincerely, Dayna H. Kamimura-Ching

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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September 9, 2019 
 
VIA ONLINE SUBMISSION 
 
Chairman Karl Rhoads 
Senate Committee on Judiciary 
145 South Beretania Street, Room 016 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
 
Re: GM3 

Letter in Support of Lisa W. Cataldo to Serve as  
 Judge in the Circuit Court of the First Circuit 
  
Dear Chair Rhoads and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary: 
  

I write to you in strong support of Lisa M. Cataldo to serve as a Judge of the Circuit Court of the 
First Circuit.  I have known Ms. Cataldo professionally and personally for several years.  We have had civil 
cases with each other and have shared many “war stories” over the years.  She has had numerous cases 
against some of the most challenging personalities in our profession.  Not only does she have the necessary 
broad legal experience, but her ability to handle opposing counsel professionally and effectively is the 
utmost example of why she should be appointed.  Her calm and even demeanor will make her an invaluable 
asset to the Judiciary.  I highly recommend that she be appointed and thank you for your consideration. 

 
 
       Very truly yours, 

        
       Emily Kawashima Waters, Esq. 

j.faige
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From: Mailing List
To: JDCTestimony
Cc: fenix.grange@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM3 on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM (Written Only)
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 2:19:06 PM

GM3
Submitted on: 9/8/2019
Testimony for on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM in Conference Room 016

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Testifying

 in
 Person

Fenix Grange Individual Support No

Comments: Testimony in support of the selection of Lisa Cataldo for Circuit Court
 Judge, State of Hawaii . Chair Rhodes and members of the committee, I offer the
 following comments in support of the nomination of Lisa Cataldo for circuit Court
 judge. I have known Lisa for eight years, and find her a person of highest integrity,
 with a keen intellect combined with a calm and reasoned approach to challenges big
 and small. Her service will great benefit the people of Hawaii. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=9D9A2858816A492782F7721D1E9E928E-MAILING LIS
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BEFORE THE 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 
 

CONFIRMATION OF GUBERNATORIAL NOMINEE 
LISA CATALDO AS CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, STATE OF HAWAIʻI 

 
TESTIMONY OF LISA WILLIAMS CATALDO (GM3) 

 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 10:00 a.m. 

State Capitol Conference Room 016 
 

Chair Rhoads and Committee Members: 
 

I write this letter in strong support of nominee Lisa Cataldo (GM3) for the position of 
Circuit Court Judge of the State of Hawai’i.  I have known Ms. Cataldo since 2012 meeting 
through common acquaintances, and within the last 5 years have become good friends.   

 
If I had describe Ms. Cataldo in one word, it would be “thoughtful”; always in thought 

whether it be a random discussion amongst friends or a formal conversation. 
  
My name is Jayneen (Jay) Toguchi and have been a Social Worker in Hawaii for the past 

28 years; of which the last 10 years I have specifically worked with Service Members and their 
families. I have observed Ms. Cataldo in a variety of situations and interactions with others and 
am impressed with her integrity, good character, honesty, and ability to stay even-keeled even at 
the most stressful times. I have found Ms. Cataldo to be extremely insightful, with excellent 
judgement; caring, yet firm and delicately direct. To bring more depth to Ms. Cataldo, she had 
the fortunate experience of growing up in Micronesia which formed her value system of the 
importance of people and relationships. The State of Hawaii will be a better place with Ms. 
Cataldo as a Circuit Court Judge.  
 

Thank you for this opportunity to write in support of Ms. Cataldo’s nomination as a judge 
to the First Circuit Court.  
 
        Very Respectfully, 
        Jayneen Toguchi, LCSW 
        Licensed Clinical Social Worker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee On Judiciary 

Hawaii State Senate 

Attn:  Senator Karl Rhoads, Chairman 

 

  Re: GM3 – Circuit Court Nominee Lisa W. Cataldo 

 

Dear Senator Rhoads and Members of the Committee: 

I am a practicing attorney licensed in Hawaii since 1993, and a partner in the Honolulu 

firm Schneider Tanaka Radovich Andrew & Tanaka, LLLC.  I write in support of the nomination 

of Lisa W. Cataldo to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii. 

I have known Lisa since 2000 when she joined my former firm, McCorriston Miller 

Mukai MacKinnon.  I worked closely with Lisa on numerous cases between 2000 and 2013 

when I left the McCorriston firm, and since then have remained in contact with her.   

Lisa is one of the first attorneys in Honolulu from whom I seek advice about difficult 

legal issues.  She is a lawyer of the highest caliber with an impressive knowledge of the law.  

She is calm, even-tempered and always professional.  She holds herself to the highest ethical 

standards.  She is practical and displays common sense in decision making.  She is a clear-

thinker and a skillful and precise legal writer.   

Lisa will be a terrific judge.  I recommend her highly.     

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

Very truly yours, 

 
Joel D. Kam 

 

SCHNEIDER TANAKA RADOVICH 
ANDREW & TANAKA 
A Limited Liability Law Company 

 
1100 Alakea St., Suite 2100, Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
Telephone:  808.792.4200   Facsimile:  808.792.3920 

Website: www.stratlaw.com 
 

 

September 5, 2019 

 

David F. Andrew 
Joel D. Kam 

Diane Yuen Praywell 
Scott D. Radovich 

Robert F. Schneider 
Tod Z. Tanaka 

Tracy D. Tanaka 
  

Edward H. H. Wong 

 

 

Counsel: 
Gary S. Kerwood 

  

JOEL D. KAM 
Direct Dial:  808.792.9022 
E-mail: jkam@stratlaw.com 
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Jordon J. Kimura, Partner 
MCCORRISTON MILLER MUKAI MACKINNON LLP 
Direct: (808) 529-7476 
E-mail: kimura@m4law.com 

P.O. Box 2800 • Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96803-2800 
Five Waterfront Plaza, 4th Floor • 500 Ala Moana Boulevard • Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Telephone:  (808) 529-7300 • Fax:  (808) 535-8056 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF GM3 
relating to the nomination of 

Lisa W. Cataldo 
Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit (GM3) 

Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 10:00 a.m. 
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

To: The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair 
The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
Members of the Judiciary Committee 

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Wakai, and Members of the Judiciary Committee: 

I write to express my strong and unequivocal support of the nomination of Lisa W. 
Cataldo to fill the judiciary vacancy in the Circuit Court of the First Circuit.   

I have had the honor and privilege of knowing Lisa for over twelve years, both in the 
capacity as a mentor when I was a summer associate/associate at McCorriston Miller Mukai 
MacKinnon LLP (“M4”) and as her law partner.  I have worked extensively with Lisa and under 
her guidance on many civil litigation matters ranging from contract disputes, commercial and 
residential landlord-tenant matters, and probate matters.  In the past few years, Lisa and I have 
served on various M4 committees together including the firm’s hiring and compensation 
committees.   

Based on my years working with Lisa, I believe she is highly intelligent, hardworking, and 
a quick study able to grasp complicated facts and areas of law pertinent to any dispute.  She is 
well versed in Hawai‘i statutes and case law and an excellent teacher on these topics.  She is a 
team player, willing to roll up her sleeves and get her hands dirty whenever necessary, and I 
have never seen Lisa refuse to raise her hand when called upon to help where she can.  I also 
have great respect for the manner in which Lisa deals with her colleagues, clients, and 
adversaries.  I have personally witnessed multiple occasions where Lisa will not let pride get in 
the way of relationships or accomplishing the task at hand.   

Above all, Lisa possesses unfailing integrity, and is a scholar of the rules of professional 
conduct.  Because of this, I often find myself conferring with Lisa on ethical dilemmas I face in 
my law practice.  I have never questioned Lisa’s judgment, honesty, and fairness.   



Based on my extensive experience working with Lisa, I strongly believe that Lisa 
possesses all the qualities and attributes that will make an excellent circuit court judge for years 
to come.  She is one of the best and brightest lawyers that I have had the pleasure of knowing.

While M4 is disappointed to lose a talented and well-respected attorney, our loss is the 
Judiciary’s gain.  I strongly urge your confirmation of her nomination by Governor Ige.   

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on this matter.   

Very truly yours,  

Jordon J. Kimura 





From: Mailing List
To: JDCTestimony
Cc: ksyho@aol.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM3 on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM (Written Only)
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 2:16:09 PM

GM3
Submitted on: 9/8/2019
Testimony for on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM in Conference Room 016

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Testifying

 in
 Person

kathleen ho Individual Support No

Comments: Chair Rhoads and Members of the Committee: I write in strong support of
 the selection of Lisa M. Cataldo as a Circuit Court Judge of the First Circuit, State of
 Hawai'i. I have known Lisa, both professionally and socially, for many years. Lisa is
 hard-working, diligent, and has demonstrated exceptional knowledge of the law. She
 is a dedicated practitioner with a breadth of experience in both the public and private
 sector. As a practitioner, Lisa has demonstrated she has the judicial temperament,
 composure, and restraint to be an excellent Judge. She is analytical and thoughtful in
 oral and written work. I believe she poses the intelligence, experience, and
 demeanor to become an outstanding Judge. I know Lisa will be a tremendous asset
 to the bench and highly recommend that you confirm her. 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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September 9, 2019

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Wakai, and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary:

I write this letter in support of Lisa W. Cataldo s̓ nomination for appointment to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. 

I have known Lisa since 2010 when I was an associate at McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP (“M4”). For part of that 
time, she was my partner supervisor and I worked with her on numerous litigation cases. This time allowed me to observe Lisa 
both as a lawyer and as a person, and I believe my observations may assist this Committee in considering her confirmation.

In my time working with Lisa, I learned many lessons on how to be a good lawyer, and effective advocate for my client s̓ 
interests.

I learned about the work needed to be an effective counsel. Lisa s̓ work ethic is exemplary. She was one of the first attorneys 
in the office and she often worked long hours. Despite her busy professional life, Lisa would find time for family and maintain 
a work/life balance.

I also learned about treating everyone with civility and respect. Lisa consistently treated clients and opposing counsel with 
fairness and respect, which made her an effective advocate. She maintained her professionalism and civility even when 
personally attacked. I respected her straightforward demeanor and unwillingness to play games or compromise her values. 

She also extended that civility to all who she worked with. During her time at M4, Lisa earned the respect and admiration of 
my fellow associates and the staff. Outside of the office, Lisa showed respect to and acknowledged the inherent dignity of 
every person she encountered, which I believe is based, in part, from her humble upbringing. 

I also learned how to be an effective mentor. I found Lisa to be open-minded and she listened to different arguments. When 
she did not agree, she would explain her reasoning in a way that was constructive. These “teachable moments” were 
invaluable to me. I believe that her ability to make a person feel heard and understood is an essential component of an 
effective Circuit Court Judge. 

Her ability to communicate effectively verbally also extends to her legal writing. She was able to convey difficult legal topics 



in a meaningful manner that clients could understand. Lisa is a thoughtful writer who values clarity of expression and brevity.

She has an easygoing personality that I have seen her use to effectively disarm and diffuse tense situations with opposing 
counsel. 

Both professionally and personally, I know Lisa to be honest and forthright, and to maintain the highest integrity and moral 
courage in difficult situations. 

My opinion of Lisa has not changed since my time at M4, and my regard and admiration for Lisa has only increased over the 
years. 

I am confident that Lisa will diligently apply herself to her cases with thoughtful deliberation and impartiality in accordance 
with the highest judicial standards, and that she will treat litigants and attorneys evenhandedly and with respect. 

I respectfully ask that you favorably confirm Lisa to the position of Circuit Court Judge. Thank you very much for the 
opportunity to provide my comments.

Sincerely,

Kimberly Asano Besko
kimberly.asano@gmail.com





From: Lyle S. Hosoda
To: JDCTestimony
Subject: Recommendation for Lisa Cataldo for Circuit Court Judge
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 8:20:20 AM

Dear Senators:
 
I have known Ms. Cataldo for approximately 30 years.  We worked together at the same law firm for
 2-3 years back in the late 1980s.  We developed and maintained both a professional and personal
 relationship ever since.  I have worked on cases with Ms. Cataldo both for and against.
 
Professionally, Ms. Cataldo knows the law and exercises sound judgment.  She also knows people
 and the community well, and will make well reasoned and rational decisions.  She is an ethical
 individual who will not compromise her ethics.  She is a very fair minded person.
 
She is both mentally and physically healthy and fit for the duties and responsibilities to serve as a
 First Circuit Court judge.  For these reasons, I recommend Mr. Cataldo for the position.  I am
 available should you wish to discuss Ms. Cataldo further.
 
Aloha, Lyle
 
 

mailto:lsh@hosodalaw.com
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September 7, 2019 

 

RE: Governor Appointed Circuit Court of the First Circuit Lisa Cataldo (GM3) 

 

Dear Senate Committee of the Judiciary Members, 

I humbly submit a letter of recommendation for Lisa Cataldo who is the Governor’s Appointee for the 
Circuit Court of the First Circuit. 

I have known Ms. Cataldo for over 20 years.  My wife, Shauna Brown, who grew up in Hawaii and still 
has family in Kailua, went to law school with Ms. Cataldo.  We are very close friends.  Ms. Cataldo is one 
of the most honest, ethical and caring people I know.   

We both have mothers who are getting older.  She has worked hard to ensure that her mother has the 
care and attention she needs.  She has provided me wonderful guidance on things to consider in caring 
for my mother, emphasizing the importance of spending as much quality time as possible.  It is one of a 
number of examples I could share that highlight Ms. Cataldo’s caring nature and prioritization on issues 
that matter most.   

If I had an issue before the First Circuit, I would want a Judge like Ms. Cataldo.  I think she will create a 
courtroom that is fair and kind and promote trustworthy leadership in the judicial system. 

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Pamela Brown 
Kensington, California  





Ref: Nomination of LISA WILLIAMS CATALDO  --  GM3 
 
My name is R. John Seibert, a previously active and now in-active member of the Hawaiʻi State 
Bar (active: 1990 – 2018; inactive: 2018 – present) (Bar # JD5257). I submit this testimony in 
strong support of the nomination of Lisa Williams Cataldo for Judge of the First Circuit Court, 
State of Hawaiʻi. 
 
For nearly 44 years until my retirement in 2018, I was a civil and criminal trial attorney first for 
the U.S. Department of Justice from 1974-1995 and then from 1995 - 2018 as a private 
practitioner with the firm of McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP (“M4”). Between 1987 
and 1995, I served as Chief of the Organized Crime Strike Force Unit of the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the District of Hawaiʻi. 
 
I worked closely with Ms. Cataldo at M4 starting in 2005 on a series of unrelated civil actions 
until my retirement last year. The cases were often discovery intensive requiring careful and 
efficient case management, drafting and arguing numerous motions, undertaking extensive trial 
preparation and eventual appellate briefing. 
 
At all times, Ms. Cataldo demonstrated outstanding professional skills as a civil litigator. Her 
insight as to law and facts was detailed and thorough. Her knowledge of the case record as it 
developed and expanded through discovery remained superbly comprehensive. Her oral and 
written communication skills were succinct and virtually always on point as were her insightful 
evaluations of positions of counsel whether in-house or opposition. Her commitment to 
following, and requiring others to follow, the Hawaiʻi Rules of Professional Conduct was 
exemplary.  
 
Throughout, Ms. Cataldo expressed her views in an evenly tempered demeanor never letting 
emotion overtake the logic of her analyses. 
 
The First Circuit Court and the State of Hawaiʻi would be decidedly well-served were Ms. 
Cataldo confirmed as circuit court judge for the First Circuit Court.  
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RANDALL K. SCHMITT 
ATTORNEY 

September 5, 2019 

VIA E-MAIL 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

JDCtestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov  

Hawaiʻi State Capitol, Room 204 

415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 

 

Re: Lisa W. Cataldo - Letter of Support 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I have had the privilege of knowing and being Ms. Cataldo’s law partner for 

almost 20 years.  We are both personal friends and professional colleagues.  Lisa is a thoughtful 

and careful attorney who focuses on the details of all matters before her.  She is quite 

knowledgeable about the law, but when she is unsure of an area, she will readily acknowledge 

her lack of information and purposely and aggressively seek it out before forming a conclusion.  

We have worked together on many cases over the years and she has a strong sense of teamwork 

and cooperation.  Over the years, she has also mentored several of our associates, helping to 

groom them for their roles as partners in the firm.  Further, she has actively participated in the 

administration of the firm and its personnel. 

On a personal level, I know her to be a kind and empathetic person who cares 

deeply about the well-being of others.  She is a caring and giving person who is witty and laughs 

easily.  Difficult situations do not daunt her in her personal or professional life. 

I highly recommend the Committee approve her nomination as I believe that she 

will make a fine judge. 

Very truly yours,  

 
McCORRISTON MILLER MUKAI MacKINNON LLP 

 
Randall K. Schmitt 

RKS:jmc 
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From: Shanlyn A.S. Park
To: JDCTestimony
Subject: In support of GM3 Lisa Cataldo, Judicial Nominee
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 7:21:49 PM

Dear Senator Karl Rhoads and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary,

Even though I have only known Lisa Cataldo for a little over two years my time with her as a partner
 in the McCorriston law firm has given me the opportunity to know her both broadly and intensely. It
 is not an exaggeration to say that I have spent substantive time with her almost every day during
 this period.  What I’ve learned is that while she practices law with great passion, her actions are
 deliberate and measured.  Lisa has a thorough knowledge of the law, and its processes, and possess
 all of the intellectual faculties that go along with being a successful practicing attorney for three
 decades.

Equally important, is that I have come to realize her compassion for the people involved in her work.
  Whether it be co-counsel, opposing counsel, staff or the courts, she is keenly aware of the
 reactions to and ramifications of her actions.  This situational empathy gives her the ability to have
 great insight into the “why” of a case, and not just the “what.” This in turn has allowed her to not
 only litigate her clients’ cases successfully, but fairly.   I believe that if confirmed Lisa will be a
 valuable asset to the Judiciary. 

Sincerely,

Shanlyn Park

 
Shanlyn A.S. Park
McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP
P.O. Box 2800
Honolulu, HI 96803-2800
Dir. Tel. No.:(808) 529-7479
Fax: (808) 535-8067
Email: Park@m4law.com
 
********
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
 privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or
 the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
 distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify us
 immediately by e mail or telephone, and return the original message.  THANK YOU.
 
Anyone communicating to or from this office by means of an electronic device (including computers, smart phones, tablets or others) and
 using electronic communication (including e-mail, text messages, instant messages, chat rooms, comments on blogs or websites or
 others) is advised that such communications may not be confidential, particularly in instances where you are transmitting personal
 information using your employer's devices or networks or where you are using you are using public computers (such as libraries or
 hotels) or using a public wireless internet connection.  The effect of the loss of confidentiality will be the loss of attorney-client privilege
 and the possibility that such communications may not be protected from disclosure in any legal procedure in which you are involved.
  You are cautioned to act accordingly.
 
********************************************************************************************

mailto:sasp@m4law.com
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I write to submit my written testimony to the Judiciary Committee regarding the Governor’s nomination 
(GM3) of Lisa W. Cataldo to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii.  

My name is Shauna Brown and I have known Lisa Cataldo for 29 years since we were law students in the 
same section together during our first year at the University of California Hasting College of the Law.    
Lisa and I have remained close professionally and personally over the years and over that time, I have 
known her to exhibit a deliberate and thoughtful character in her communications and behavior toward 
others.  Lisa’s temperament is balanced, composed and steady.  I strongly believe Lisa’s fitness to be a 
judge is well established by her valuable practical qualifications as a law clerk for a U.S. District judge in 
Las Vegas, a federal magistrate judge in Kwajalein, Marshall Islands, and as a partner practicing civil 
litigation at the well- regarded law firm of McCoriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP. 

I wholeheartedly and without reservation support the nomination of Lisa Cataldo.   

/s/ 

Shauna Brown 





From: Mailing List
To: JDCTestimony
Cc: holmess001@me.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for GM3 on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM (Written Only)
Date: Sunday, September 8, 2019 2:18:15 PM

GM3
Submitted on: 9/8/2019
Testimony for on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM in Conference Room 016

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Testifying

 in
 Person

Stephen Holmes Individual Support No

Comments: Attached, please find written testimony in favor of the confirmation of Lisa
 W. Cataldo to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. Please contact me should you
 require any additional information. Thank you.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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To: JDCTestimony
Cc: susancadolf@gmail.com
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Attachments: Testimony in support of Lisa W.pdf
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Submitted on: 9/8/2019
Testimony for on Sep 10, 2019 10:00AM in Conference Room 016

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position
Testifying

 in
 Person

SUSAN ADOLF Individual Support No

Comments: 

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing,
 improperly identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or
 distributed to the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
 webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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Testimony in support of Lisa W. Cataldo (G3) 
 
 
 
I am writing in support of the nomination of Lisa W. Cataldo to the circuit 


court in Hawaii.  Ms. Cataldo is my sister.  I have known her for over 50 


years.   


I know Lisa to be hard-working and committed to excellence.  Lisa is one of 


the hardest working people I know.  Whether it is practicing 50 free throws 


before breakfast during her basketball career years or working on the 


weekends for her job, she always puts in the time and effort to produce an 


excellent result.  My sister, Lisa, holds herself to a very high standard in 


whatever arena she is working in.  She expects nothing but the best from 


herself and will not stop until she has achieved it.   


 All of her life my sister, Lisa,  has been driven to be excellent and has been 


willing to put in the time to be so. She will bring these traits to the bench 


as a judge.   Ms. Cataldo will make an excellent circuit court judge.  







Testimony in support of Lisa W. Cataldo (G3) 
 
 
 
I am writing in support of the nomination of Lisa W. Cataldo to the circuit 

court in Hawaii.  Ms. Cataldo is my sister.  I have known her for over 50 

years.   

I know Lisa to be hard-working and committed to excellence.  Lisa is one of 

the hardest working people I know.  Whether it is practicing 50 free throws 

before breakfast during her basketball career years or working on the 

weekends for her job, she always puts in the time and effort to produce an 

excellent result.  My sister, Lisa, holds herself to a very high standard in 

whatever arena she is working in.  She expects nothing but the best from 

herself and will not stop until she has achieved it.   

 All of her life my sister, Lisa,  has been driven to be excellent and has been 

willing to put in the time to be so. She will bring these traits to the bench 

as a judge.   Ms. Cataldo will make an excellent circuit court judge.  



September 9, 2019

The Honorable Karl Rhoads The Honorable Glen Wakai

Senate Committee on Judiciary, Chair Senate Committee on Judiciary, Vice Chair

Hawai’i State Capitol, Room 204 Hawai’i State Capitol, Room 407

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Subject: GM3 Submitting for consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the

First Circuit, State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee, LISA W. CATALDO

Dear Chair Rhoads and Vice Chair Wakai:

It is with great pleasure that I write this recommendation for Lisa W. Cataldo (“Lisa”). I

have known Lisa personally and professionally for over 6 years. I first met her when we worked

together at the Department of the Corporation Counsel for the City and County of Honolulu, where

she was an invaluable resource for legal analysis, strategy, and writing. In addition to her legal

abilities, I respect Lisa for her work ethic and unwavering integrity.

Lisa will make an excellent Circuit Court Judge because of her calm demeanor and

temperament. I have always known her to treat everyone with respect, regardless of their

background or legal position. In conclusion, I respectfully recommend your Committee approve

Lisa W. Cataldo’s nomination for Circuit Court Judge. Thank you for your consideration of this

letter.

Very truly yours,

TPREr



TRISHA Y. NAKAMURA 
P.O. Box 61619 • Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96839 

(808) 741-3502 • trishanakamura@gmail.com 

 

To: The Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair 

 The Honorable Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 

 Honorable Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary 

 

Date: September 6, 2019 

 

Re: GM 3; Strong Support for the Nomination of Lisa W. Cataldo 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in strong support of Ms. Lisa W. Cataldo’s 

nomination to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit.  I have known Lisa W. Cataldo for at least 

seven years.  We met through mutual friends (mostly non-attorneys) and instantly shared a 

common language around the law and litigation.   

 

HUMBLE AND ACCOMPLISHED IN THE LAW 

Lisa is not one to boast about her accomplishments or rest on her laurels.  When we first met, I 

was new to the practice of law as a litigator.  It was nice to talk about the work I was doing and 

share battle stories from my work as a Deputy Public Defender.  Lisa gave consistent 

reassurances, listening and asking questions that helped reinvigorate my practice and 

commitment to my clients.  In hindsight, my struggles as a new attorney were “oranges” to the 

“apples” Lisa must have faced serving as a judge in Micronesia, handling complex civil cases, 

and representing the City and County in the Corporation Counsel’s office.  Nonetheless, she 

listened with interest and patience. 

 

LOVE FOR THE LAW; EXPECTATION OF EXCELLENCE AND PROFESSIONALISM 

Lisa’s focus is on mastery of the law and navigation of the judicial process.  Lisa has a reputation 

for demanding excellence: clear and crisp writing, hard work, and proper preparation for court.  

The attorneys who have worked alongside and under her know that Lisa is committed to 

ensuring work products are immaculate.  I recall Lisa asking me about various judges as she 

prepared for hearings and trial matters.  Such questions demonstrated her commitment to her 

craft and humility in believing she could learn from even a new attorney. 

 

COMPASSION AND CARE FOR PEOPLE AND COMMUNITY 

In addition to Lisa’s drive as a legal practitioner, she is deeply committed to serving others.  

Perhaps obvious, I believe Lisa sees her work as an attorney as a form of service, ensuring that 

her clients are provided good counsel and representation.  Additionally, Lisa served the United 

States as a part-time magistrate in the Republic of the Marshall Islands and Deputy Corporation 

Counsel.  Outside of work, Lisa cares for her aging mother and is deeply loyal to her closest 

friends, volunteering to provide childcare, or simply being available to listen and offer support. 

 

In sum, Lisa’s experiences as an attorney, litigator, and part-time federal magistrate judge 

combined with her deep commitment to excellence as a practitioner, will make her a judge who 

in unwavering and unbiased in the fair application of the law.   

 

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony in strong support of the nomination of Lisa 

W. Cataldo to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. 



TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF 
G.M. 3 

 
 
TO:  Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 
  Senator Glenn Wakai, Vice Chair 
  Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 
FROM: Troy J.H. Andrade, Ph.D., J.D. 
 
RE: STRONG SUPPORT OF G.M. 3, Submitting for consideration and confirmation 

to the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawaii, Gubernatorial Nominee 
LISA W. CATALDO, for a term to expire in 10 years 

 
  DATE:  Tuesday, September 10, 2019 
  TIME:  10:00 A.M. 
  PLACE: State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
    415 South Beretania Street 
 
 
I write today in my individual capacity to express my strong support of G.M. 3, Governor David 
Ige’s nomination of Lisa W. Cataldo to become a judge in the Circuit Court of the First Circuit. 
 
I have the privilege and honor of serving for several years as a colleague of Ms. Cataldo at 
McCorriston Miller Mukai MacKinnon LLP (“M4”).  Ms. Cataldo’s academic, litigation, and 
judicial experiences alone make her an ideal judicial nominee to confirm.  But, I write today with 
a different criteria for what I believe makes an excellent judge and why Ms. Cataldo meets that 
criteria.  As a former law clerk to Chief Justice Mark E. Recktentald—an amazing mentor—and 
now as a law professor at the William S. Richardson School of Law training our next generation 
of lawyers, I know that an important—often forgotten—role of a Hawai‘i judge is to mold our 
future lawyers.  From my own daily interactions with Ms. Cataldo, I can say with full confidence 
that she played an instrumental role in my development as a lawyer and scholar, and she will, no 
doubt, be a great mentor to many more young professionals.   
 
I first met Ms. Cataldo in my job interview for an associate position at M4.  While the other 
members of the hiring committee asked me questions about myself and why I applied to the firm, 
Ms. Cataldo almost immediately jumped in and asked me about a paper that I had published 
while in law school about getting rid of the bar exam.  She wanted to further understand my 
argument and wanted to see if I could defend it.  She wanted to challenge me and see if I could 
be a good lawyer.  I knew from this brief interaction that I wanted to learn from Ms. Cataldo, and 
I did.  In our work, she asked probing questions that forced me to rethink my analyses and 
conclusions.  We worked through opposing arguments with the same meticulous attention to 
detail.  It should, thus, come as no surprise that I was continually in awe of Ms. Cataldo’s 
intelligence, patience, and fairness.  More importantly, she always made time to check in and just 
talk—about life, career paths, and even the use of the Oxford comma.  Indeed, although busy 
with disputes that often included complex legal issues and multiple parties, Ms. Cataldo’s door 



was always open to her colleagues, including young associates, senior partners, and our support 
staff.  Because of Ms. Cataldo’s steadfast dedication and unparalleled commitment to the highest 
quality service to our client, the judicial system, and our work ‘ohana, I strived every day to 
approach my own role as a lawyer, advocate, and team member with similar conviction.   
 
Based on these interactions, I know that Ms. Cataldo will provide our future lawyers with 
constructive and honest feedback; she will have them scour the legal databases to ensure that all 
laws have been thoroughly vetted; she will challenge their arguments and conclusions so that 
they have fully considered all sides of an issue; she will do so with her firm and compassionate 
disposition; and she will create a collaborative work environment. 
 
Ms. Cataldo will make an amazing judge (and mentor to many) and I hope you will accord her 
your most thorough consideration.  
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