To: Chair Karl Rhods, Judiciary Committee 10,’?6!/13 wooa

Address: 7 /L %8  LThogoele ST
Wa,waonnle H/) WHT95

Phone: 8¢& 265 2 )¢

Subject: S /

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION
AND SAME SEX MARRIAGE BILL

As a concerned citizen, | am submitting testimony against this special
session and the bill that would legalize same sex marriage. | oppose
the special session because it rushes the legislative process and does
not give we, the people, sufficient input into the process. The fact that
there can be no amendments to the bill essentially negates any
concerns raised in testimony or by you, the Legislature.

| oppose this bill because the alleged religious protection clauses are
subordinated to the Public Accommodations Act, essentially negating
them for most churches. Finally, since we voted a constitutional
amendment in 1998 giving the legislature the power to limit marriage
between opposite sex couples, the only legitimate way to change this
is fo let we, the people, decide. Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special session
and against this bill.
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To: Chair Karl Rhods, Judiciary Committee 10/3‘%)/1 3 (OAM
From: C:] XL TD\/MAK%}:\LLZQ__% e L
Address: Ai/ ﬂ, ,ﬁlitmv_@e\_ﬁ - fh%q_i#
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Subject: S BL

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION
AND SAME SEX MARRIAGE BILL

As a concerned citizen, | am submitting testimony against this special
session and the bill that would legalize same sex marriage. | oppose
the special session because it rushes the legislative process and does
not give we, the people, sufficient input into the process. The fact that
there can be no amendments to the bill essentially negates any
concerns raised in testimony or by you, the Legislature,

| oppose this bill because the alleged religious protection clauses are
subordinated to the Public Accommodations Act, essentially negating
them for most churches. Finally, since we voted a constitutional
amendment in 1998 giving the legislature the power to limit marriage
between opposite sex couples, the only legitimate way to change this
is to let we, the people, decide. Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special session
and against this bill.
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To: Chair Karl Rhods, Judiciary Committee 1ordeha [OAA
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Subject: 6 B l

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION
AND SAME SEX MARRIAGE BILL

As a concerned citizen, | am submitting testimony against this special
session and the bill that would legalize same sex marriage. | oppose
the special session because it rushes the legislative process and does
not give we, the people, sufficient input into the process. The fact that
there can be no amendments to the bill essentially negates any
concerns raised in testimony or by you, the Legislature.

| oppose this bill because the alleged religious protection clauses are
subordinated to the Public Accommodations Act, essentially negating
them for most churches. Finally, since we voted a constitutional
amendment in 1998 giving the legislature the power to limit marriage
between opposite sex couples, the only legitimate way to change this
is to let we, the people, decide. Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special session
and against this bill.
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To: Chair Katl Rhods, Judiciary Committeg

From: ‘” LL\ QV\/; 'é&awd ‘LL :
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Phone: G’Cl\ q’ Q;Ec7 -Z
Subject: 5El

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION
AND SAME SEX MARRIAGE BILL

As a concerned citizen, | am submitting testimony against this special
session and the bill that would legalize same sex marriage. | oppose
the special session because it rushes the legislative process and does
not give we, the people, sufficient input into the process. The fact that
there can be no amendments te the bill essentially negates any
concerns raised in testimony or by you, the Legislature.

| oppose this bill because the alleged religious protection clauses are
subordinated to the Public Accommodations Act, essentially negating
them for most churches. Finally, since we voted a constitutional
amendment in 1998 giving the legislature the power to limit marriage
between opposite sex couples, the only legitimate way to change this
is to let we, the people, decide. Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special sessicn
and against this bill
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To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Kassandra Ozoa
2003 Eluwene Street
Honolulu, H! 96819
kozoa@hawaii.edu

RE: In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, My name is Kassandra Ozoa and I am a BSW student at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa. | was born and raised in Hawaii and I am in strong support of SB 1, marriage
equality for same-sex couples. I am in strong support of this bill because I believe that
everyone deserves to be happy and also have access to the same rights, no matter what
race, ethnicity, gender or sexual orientation. It is an injustice when the right to marry is
denied to a certain number of individuals. Everyone should be allowed to love whoever
they want and have a chance to marry whoever that person may be. In the eyes of those in
the LGBTQ community, this is a clear sign saying, “You are not allowed to love your
partner.” It is a violation of their human rights to dictate who they can and cannot marry. it
is no one’s right to say how one should live their life. Hawaii has always been known to be
accepting of different ethnicities, gender, cultures... why should sexual orientation be any
different? There are challenges to this bill in terms of religion. However, when taking a step
back and looking at the bigger picture as well as the effect that LGBTQ individuals have on
other peoples’ lives... there is none. The right to marry does not largely affect those who are
~ opposed to this bill. Everyone grows up and hopes to have their dream wedding. Not
allowing same-sex couples the right to marry is taking away that hope for the future in
establishing a legal partnership with their significant other. Loving someone is not a choice.
- When thinking of every individual— gay, straight, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender, we all
have a desire to feel loved and love the other in return. Marriage is a right that every
individual deserves and should have. The right to marry allows for rights and benefits for
all couples. Without marriage, some populations like the elderly face economic hardships.
This is because their partners are not allowed to have survivorship benefits as well as other
rights to shared healthcare like heterosexual couples. Prior to President Obama’s address
of discrimination polices in hospital visitations of same-sex couples, they were denied
access to their loved ones. No one would want this type of infringement on their rights as a
human being especially being denied access to-their sick or dying spouses. It is time to
move beyond “the traditional.” There are advancements and advocacy that has been
occurring for the LGBT community such as President Obama as well as Pope Francis.
-Society is continually changing and the chance at marriage for all individuals should be



available. One day, | would love to see my family members happily married with their
significant others just as I plan on doing. Thank you for this opportunity & please vote Yes
on SB 1. Sincerely, Kassandra Ozoa



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: John Kimmell
1200 Queen Emma Street
Honolulu, HI 96813
iburnem@aol.com

RE:  In-Person Testimonyon SB 1 _
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. I never thought, in my life time, that I would
see such a sweeping change in public attitude and government policy regarding LGBT
issues. First, “Don’t Ask Don'’t Tell” followed by gay men and women serving openly in our
nation’s military. Then, in June of this year, came the big 1 - 2, the U.S. Supreme Court’s
rulings on DOMA and California’s Proposition 8. These rulings prompted changes in federal
government policies, where more than 1000 benefits became available to same sex married
couples that were previously enjoyed exclusively only by heterosexual married couples.
The problem for us in Hawaii is that the federal government requires that you be legally
married. Not in a domestic partnership, civil union or common law relationship, but legally
married in the state in which you live and that state must allow and recognize same sex
marriages. [ am a 70 year-old gay retired military officer in a 26 year same-sex relationship.
My partner and | have been through the good times and the not so good times that all
relationships, straight or gay, go through. We laugh; we cry and have our disagreements.
We truly love each other and entered into a civil union last September. As could happen to
any married couple, we are going through some of those more serious challenges that
present themselves as we travel through life’s journey together. A few years back I was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and survived a heart attack. My partner has taken it
upon himself to willingly see to my care and has been there by my side as my conditions
worsen and as these diseases progress to their inevitable conclusion. The Veterans
Administration attributes these conditions to my exposure to the defoliant spray Agent
Orange during my two combat tours in Vietnam where I served as a helicopter pilot. | am
100% disabled and fortunately receive medical care and a disability pension. Married
couples in similar situations receive additional disability compensation and a life long
survivor’s pension when the veteran passes on. As you know, presently, under Hawaiian
Law, we cannot marry. As a result, my partner and I are completely cut out of receiving any
of these benefits. The same goes for Social Security and over 1000 other federal benefits
that opposite sex couples enjoy that same sex couples do not unless they are really married.
Is this equitable? NO, it is not! Evaluate the irrational rhetoric; religious bias has no partin
this issue no matter how loud they beat their drums. Please keep the church out of the



debate. Remember the “tyranny of the majority” where “might does not make right”. The
issue is not what the Bible says but it is about civil rights as guaranteed under our Federal
and Hawaii State Constitutions. For those of you who favor the Relating to Equal Rights Bill
as presented in the coming special legislative session, | urge you to hold your ground. Stay
strong. Do not sway. For those of you who are undecided or opposed to it, [ urge you to
reconsider your position and do the right thing. Stand up and be counted. What's fair is fair.
What'’s right is right. Please, make your vote, YES for Equal Rights. Thank you for this

opportunity to testify. Respectfully, John A. Kimmell Il Queen Emma Street Honolulu, HI
96813



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Aimee Takaki
94-1437 Kahuli St.
- Waipahu, HI 96797
atakaki@hawaii.edu

RE: In-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support '

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage
equality for all of Hawaii’s families. After hearing some of the testimony against SB 1, [ was
struck by the many people claiming to be in opposition "for the children.” A pastor testified,
I don’t recall his name, that children need to be raised in a 2-parent household that consists
of a mother and a father. He argued that different genders parent differently. A child needs
a father and a mother. He acknowledged that while a child can have two good mothers, the
lack of a father is a disservice because a mother, no matter how good, can never be a father.
As he said this [ was outraged and insulted. | am a single-mother. My son is being raised by
me, without his father. We are a non-traditional family. The arguments against same-sex
marriage with this basis, that kids need a mom and a dad, are insulting to all of us, gay and
straight alike, that are raising children in non-traditional households. However, this is not
what makes me the most upset about this argument. My son, a bright, thoughtful, caring,
respectful, and impressionable 8 year old (days away from turning 9), heard this pastor. |
saw him internalize the pastor’s message. The look on his face as he understood that the
pastor is saying his upbringing is lesser than those coming from a traditional household
spoke volumes. By saying gay marriage is a disservice to kids, is harming kids, and is
damaging to families not only criticizes the adults but also the children. Those of you
testifying and arguing that it is for the children should stop to think about what your words
do to the children. When you espouse hate under the guise of religion, when you espouse
hate under the guise of “caring for the children,” what you are doing is a disservice to the
children and families. We should be teaching our children tolerance and respect for
everyone, not hate cloaked in intolerance. Ultimately what you should do is vote for
equality. Regardless of your religion or the religio SR 0P # RS MM FH FH I B
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To: The House Judiciary Committee

The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: S Opzsm?m
DearCharrsRhoadsandLuk of both the House Committees on Judiciary and Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legisiature is going
against the will of the people. | support equality for all induding the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which 1 ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious sodial issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The peopie who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in
public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customs and traditions. Your "yes™ vote in special session is dearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Ui @Mwm%w

Name

A2 KW ‘ir*am
oo, i 4o

Address




To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and Finance:
| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

{ am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. | support equality for all induding the rights of consdience and religious
freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious sodal issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in
public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native cuiture,
customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is dearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

RICUARD PEARLTA
Name

q-574 a0l pune
weigsv, Hl. A67aT

Address




To: The House Judiciary Committee

The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

T Dt oud,

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, mmﬁ;(gmmmmmmmmnm
| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to ailow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legisiature is going
against the will of the people. | support equality for all induding the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in

public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customs and traditions. Your “yes” vote in special session is dearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Bart Zobel
92-1046 Kanehoa Loop #78
Kapolei, HI 96707
Bartonz@hotmail.com

RE:  In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. I'm an honorably retired veteran of the US
Navy, and I have suffered humiliation and indignities as the result of institionalized
inequality, both while serving my country and as a resident of this state. After "Don't Ask,
Don't Tell” became law, a Master Chief at my command began emphatically using the
phrase "flaming homosexual mistake" every time he saw something wrong. He was a senior
enlisted leader, and I was a subordinate without recourse. As a gay man, [ felt I was being
attacked, indirectly but harshly. In 1998, before Hawaii voters passed the amendment
allowing the legislature to define marriage, equality opponents ran an ad in which an actor
incredulously stated, "I can't marry my dog!” sending the message that same-sex
relationships are as ridiculous as a man wanting to marry his dog. Horrible. As long as
inequality is institutionalized, there will be people who will view that as an excuse to go
one step further and attack GLBT citizens of this state, directly or indirectly, harshly,
emotionally, physically, spiritually. Institutionalized inequality will embolden some to -
deny or deprive us of our jobs, property, homes, and even our lives. Equality is a core
American value, prominent in the Declaration of Independence and US Constitution. The
US Supreme Court has specifically ruled in favor of marriage equality. Now is our time.
Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s families. Thank #%°3%@
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To:

From:

Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

In-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support
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To: Chair Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee and Chair Sylvia Luke Finance Committee
RE: SBI Relating to Equal Rights

Hearing Date: Thursday, October 31, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

From: /EJS Z A&M
ciggsae il L 9297

Subject:

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION AND SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE BILL, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights

Dear Chair Rhoads and Chair Luke:

As a concerned, citizen, ] am submitting testimony against this special session and the
bill that would legalize same-sex marriage, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights.

I oppose the special session because it rushes the democratic process and does not give
we, the people, sufficient input in the legislative process.

I oppose this bill because it will infringe upon our freedoms protected under the First
Amendment and will have far reaching consequences that nobody seems to be discussing.
Whether it is freedom of speech, education or employment, this bill will impact our
future and forever change our hJstory customs, and culture.

Finally, we voted on a‘constmxtwnal amendment in 1998 glvmg the legislature the power
to limit marriage between opposite sex couples and did not give legislators the right to
define marriage as we are finding out only now! The only legitimate way to change this is
to let we, the people, decide. Why should less then a hundred people decide what’s good
for almost a million people that live here in Hawaii? Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for ﬂlebpportmﬁty to testify against this special session and against this bill. I
look forward to further instructions on obtaining my ticket number.

Slw QB Date: /Oéf/z /y 2




To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Christopher Frendreis
3672 Diamond Head Circle
Honolulu, HI 96815
Theworlidisacoolplace@yahoo.com

RE: In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. { am a 45 year old registered voter, and I

am a law-abiding , tax-l paying, contributing citizen. Making this bill become law will give
my husband and I full and equal rights under the law for the first time in our lifetimes. Yet
it is said that we live in a land that ensures freedom, liberty and equality. My husband of
five years and myself have shared in a tremendous commitment of love and support for one
another. We have done so while being marginalized and degraded because our government
would not protect our fundamental equality by treating us and those like us as undeserving
or unworthy of the same treatment as our brothers and sisters. This law doesn't give us
marriage. We are already married. Married in California, married according to the federal
government, married in our eyes, married in the eyes of our friends, our families, our co-
workers and our communities, married to each other. HB 1 in its essence says nothing
more than, that our lives are equal, our marriage is equal, our rights are /should be/ will be
equal. That our government recognizes our commitment and our shared lives equally. That
the significance of our love is as real and important as the love of any other committed
married couple. That, while in some ways different, in every way we are human, we are
American, and that we should not be victims of discrimination due to the beliefs, values and
predjudices of the many. It is incumbent on our legislative leaders to maintain this special
session in keeping with the times and realizing that the current system is unfair, exclusive
and incongruous with the core values of freedom, liberty and justice this country was
founded on. You must realize also that the majority will never likely treat us as equals since
they can not understand that we are the same. Our love is as unique, cherished and
honorable as their love.My husband and I ARE married. Nothing can change that. We are
asking that you do the proper thing and provide us with the rights, privileges,
responsibilities and satisfaction that come with the state's recognition and validation of
that marriage. It will provide us with equality that we've never truly experienced and it will
take nothing from anyone else. Your exclusionary amendment regarding churches has
accomplished that protection. We urge you to pass HB1 in this special session and provide
true unquestionable equality once and for all. As for religious freedom- my God is loving,
accepting, patient, understanding, inclusive, kind and wants everyone to be treated as they



themselves would wish to be treated. My God would never take offense to fair, equal,
compassionate understanding and support of a relationship rooted in love, trust, respect,
dignity , loyalty and faith. Whoever has different religious beliefs is welcome to them , while
remembering that an essential division between church and state are imperative for
freedom of religion to truly be preserved. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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To: The House Judiciary Commiittee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: S Opposition to SB1

il / é_t AJ’{?‘

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and of both the House Committees on Judiciary and Finance:
| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to aliow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. | support equality for all induding the rights of consdence and religious
freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in
public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is dearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thankyoufortheoppomuﬁtytotﬁtify.
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To: The Houieludmary Committee

. The Houte Finance Committee ,
Hearing Date/T ime: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capatol Audimtium

im - %tosax

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, Membets of both the House Committees on Judiciary and Finance:
| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

lamaslmgyoutoallowt!lepeoplewdéﬁdeéxmetssuedmamageaslbe“evemelegiﬂamreisgoing
against the will of the people. Ismpmtequahtyﬁordlmdmme rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which ! ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

Iamwmmdmﬁenwstmntenﬂmmdmmmhs&vbeﬁgdeﬁdedﬁﬁuaﬁhinmeweekam
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.
ThisbiliMdmmmmdﬁmﬂwmm.mmummwbeveuedand
examined as all other bils. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in

public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customs and traditions. Your “"yes" vote in spedial session is dearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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To: The House Judiciary Committee
House Finance Comsmittee
Hearifg Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, mwa.m
Place: .Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Oppodtlon to SB1

'Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and Finance:
_ lamwﬁﬁngtovoicemyobposiﬁontoaillsn-l ' |

lamaskmyoutnalbwmepeoplemdeddemmmofmmaslbehevemebgishturensgmng
against the will of the people. Impportequalﬂyforaﬁmdudmgmeﬁghts of conscience and religious

freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders. _

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
askﬁ:atwupleaseuphddﬂmwmdphsofdunmaﬂﬂwdmmabcmm%aem
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
exanunedasaloﬂmbdb.mepeoplewhoelecnedmtoserveasmvoicesslmdhaveasaym
pubhcmhqmatwﬂlformroﬂﬁermdmdsdnmdmdmandmmuwwnure
customsmdtradmons Your “yes” votemspecialsessiomscleaﬂyaﬂovotetodenmaql

~ Thank you for the opportunity to testify. -

Shelice  [kayi
Name
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To: Chair Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee and Chair Sylvia Luke Finance Committee
RE: SBI Relating to Equal Rights

Hearing Date: Thursday, October 31, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

(Jowd Meearcr
Cith, State: J/-657] katwa Pl  BEWA BEPCH IH G704

Subject:

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION AND SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE BILL, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights

Dear Chair Rhoads and Chair Luke:

As a concerned, citizen, I am submitting testimony against this special session and the
bill that would legalize same-sex marriage, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights.

I oppose the special session because it rushes the democratic process and does not give
we, the people, sufficient input in the legislative process.

I oppose this bill because it will infringe upon our freedoms protected under the First
Amendment and will have far reaching consequences that noBgdy seems to be discussing.
Whether it is freedom of speech, education or employm:ﬁd bill will impact our
future and forever change our history, customs, and cul

Finally, we voted on a consumtlonal amendment in 1998 ngmg the legislature the power
to limit mamage between opposite sex couples and did not give legislators the right to
define marriage as we are finding out only now! The only legitimate way to change this is
to let we, the people, decide. Why should less then a hundred people decide what’s good
for almost a million people that live here in Hawaii? Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special session and against this bill. I
look forward to further instructions on obtaining my ticket number.

Signature:
%% Date; /2 "7/&"‘3
ya—

¢
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To: Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Robert Bidwell
6264 Keokea PI.
Honolulu, HI 96825
BidwellRob@aol.com

RE:  In-Person Testimonyon S8 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, My name is Robert Bidwell and I am submitting this testimony in strong and
heartfelt support of Senate Bill 1. I thank you for taking the time to consider this legislation
which, if enacted, will bring our Hawai'i “ohana closer together in understanding and
inclusiveness to the benefit of thousands of families, and their children, across our state. I
submit my testimony as a pediatrician, as a father, and as a gay man who has made Hawai'i
his home for over 30 years. As a pediatrician and adolescent medicine physician at
Kapi'olani Medical Center for Women and Children since the 1980s, I have provided health
care and counseling to hundreds of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) youth in
our community. I have provided care to many more in my former position as Associate
Professor of Pediatrics (and now Associate Clinical Professor) at the University of Hawai'i
John A. Burns School of Medicine, fulfilling Judiciary and Office of Youth Service (DHS)
contracts to provide health services to youth residing at the Juvenile Detention Facility in
Kapolei and the Hawai'i Youth Correctional Facility in Kailua. One of my most important
roles is to provide LGBT youth in my practice with hope for a happy and healthy future,
assured in great measure by the presence of loving, supportive and committed :
relationships in their lives. As | have come to understand through my decades of pediatric
practice in Hawai'i, relationships that are based on love and commitment and that are
officially recognized and supported by the broader Hawai'i community are relationships
that are strengthened because of that recognition and celebration. Committed, loving and
nurturing relationships are important not only for the two individuals in that relationship,
but also for the children they might raise together, and for our Hawai'i ‘ohana as a whole.
As a gay father, this legislation has important implications for both me and my son, who |
love so much and whose safety and well-being are my most important responsibilities in
life. The protection and support that comes from the official recognition of same-sex
marriage has been well-documented locally in the testimony you have received from many
individuals, families, and agencies in support of this legislation. It has also been well-
documented in the literature of my profession. It is for this reason that in March 2013, the

. American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) issued its official policy statement wholeheartedly

supporting same-sex civil marriage. This policy is entitled “Promoting the Well-being of
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Children Whose Parents are Lesbian or Gay” and states that the AAP “supports pediatrician
advocacy for public policies that help all children and their parents, regardless of sexual
orientation, build and maintain strong, stable and healthy families that are able to meet the
needs of their children.” On June 26, 2013, following the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision
supporting the right of same-sex couples to marry, the President of the AAP, Dr. Thomas
MclInerny, issued a response on behalf of the AAP, stating: “Today, the U.S. Supreme Court
issued two historic decisions affirming the right of same-gender couples to marry. The
American Academy of Pediatrics has advocated that civil marriage for same-gender couples
is the best way to guarantee benefits and security for their children. If a child has two
loving and capable parents who choose to create a permanent bond, it’s in the best interest
of their children that legal institutions allow them to do so0.” As individuals who care deeply
about the people of Hawai'i, I urge each of you to vote in favor of SB 1. With your support
for equality for all of Hawai'i's people, we can make our state an even better place to live,
work, and raise our children. What a visionary and meaningful legacy to have. Respectfully
submitted, Robert ]. Bidwell, M.D



To: Chair Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee and Chair Sylvia Luke Finance Committee
RE: SBI Relating to Equal Rights

Hearing Date: Thursday, October 31, 2013 at 10:00 a.m.

(Jowd Meearcr
Cith, State: J/-657] katwa Pl  BEWA BEPCH IH G704

Subject:

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION AND SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE BILL, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights

Dear Chair Rhoads and Chair Luke:

As a concerned, citizen, I am submitting testimony against this special session and the
bill that would legalize same-sex marriage, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights.

I oppose the special session because it rushes the democratic process and does not give
we, the people, sufficient input in the legislative process.

I oppose this bill because it will infringe upon our freedoms protected under the First
Amendment and will have far reaching consequences that noBgdy seems to be discussing.
Whether it is freedom of speech, education or employm:ﬁd bill will impact our
future and forever change our history, customs, and cul

Finally, we voted on a consumtlonal amendment in 1998 ngmg the legislature the power
to limit mamage between opposite sex couples and did not give legislators the right to
define marriage as we are finding out only now! The only legitimate way to change this is
to let we, the people, decide. Why should less then a hundred people decide what’s good
for almost a million people that live here in Hawaii? Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special session and against this bill. I
look forward to further instructions on obtaining my ticket number.

Signature:
%% Date; /2 "7/&"‘3
ya—

¢



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: MarshaRose Joyner
477 Opihikao Place
Honolulu, HI 96825
mrjoy@hawaii.rr.com

RE: In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
‘people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of
Hawaii's families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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To: Chair Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee and Chair Sylvia Luke Finance Committee
RE: SBI Relating to Equal Rights

Hearing Date: Thursday, October 31,2013 at 10:00 a.m.
From: L(L,u-'&,g,eo /\[ A&L#Q__

Cith, State: "A&f&@_r_uict L

Subject:

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SPECIAL SESSION AND SAME-SEX
MARRIAGE BILL, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights

Dear Chair Rhoads and Chair Luke:

As a concerned, citizen, I am submitting testimony against this special session and the
bill that would legalize same-sex marriage, SB1 Relating to Equal Rights.

1 oppose the special session because it rushes the democratic process and does not give
we, the people, sufficient input in the legislative process.

I oppose this bill because it will infringe upon our freedoms protected under the First
Amendment and will have far reaching consequences that nobody seems to be discussing.
Whether it is freedom of speech, education or employment, this bill will impact our
future and forever change our history, customs, and culture.

Finally, we voted on a constitutional amendment in 1998 giving the legislature the power
to limit marriage between opposite sex couples and did not give legislators the right to
define marriage as we are finding out only now! The only legitimate way to change this is
to let we, the people, decide. Why should less then a hundred people decide what’s good
for almost a million people that live here in Hawaii? Please do not circumvent the
democratic process!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify against this special session and against this bill. I
look forward to further instructions on obtaining my ticket number.

Signature: .
( | oded AJ f!kﬂ;,m‘ Date: [D['g;ﬁlgj




To: The House Judiciary Committee
- The House Finance Committee.
'Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, mmam
~ Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiuatv and Finance:

1 am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature is going

against the will of the people. | support equality for all induding the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders. ;

sammmtommmmmmmmﬁmmmmmmmm
ask&atywpleaseuphddﬂnmmplsofdmmuyaﬂﬂtedumaaﬂcwmmdmmbang
disregarded in this special session.

mswlmummmmmmmmnmmbevmedmd
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in
public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customsandtradmons Your "yes" mtemspeaals&domsdearlyamvotemdemocracv'

Thankyoufortheappoﬂmulytotesbfv
@/Jlr’ffy /KM
Name

1989 Hoolalea @
feurt Cify, Hl A1y 7

Address

)
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To: The House fudiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Dateﬂ"me Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: SuongOpposibon to SBI

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.
Iamasﬁngyoutoallowmepeoﬂ_etodeddemmeissuedmmiageaslbelieved\e-legislatumisgoin_g
against the will of the peaple. | support equality for all indluding the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
, askmatywp!eaguﬂmm.pﬁndﬂa_ddumaymdmmmwmd:mebeing
disregarded in this special session.

‘This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vettedand
exammedasaﬂotherbiﬂsmepeoﬂemaeaedyoumsemeasﬁmwmcﬁshwldhaveasaym
public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customs and traditions. Your “yes® votemspeualmnsdealyaﬂﬂvotetodemmcy'

Thankyoufortheoppmtunnywtesnfy

Mﬂm/ [ /< Mff-

19%9 Hooladlea SF-
Pesart Cn‘\/ Hi 57?757/

Address




'Ta: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
HedFing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judidary and Finance:
I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

1 am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legisiature is going
against the will of the people. | support equality for all induding the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1 am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the prindples of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in
public policy that will forever obliterate thousands of years of indigenous and non-native culture,
customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is dearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Mindi Peralta
Name
q4- 514 _nAl fi -

WP, W . aula]

Address




To: The House Judiciary Committee.
: The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

_ lam writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected Iaaders P

I am npposadtome most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and tradifions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the oppdmmity to testify.

Randal Tayior
Honolulu, Hi 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
- The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on thé issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. 1 support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders. -

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one

week and ask that you please uphoid the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracyt

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Karl Taylor
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m,
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

" 1 am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for alf including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

lam opposedtomemostoontenhous sodahssuemourhlstory being decnded virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process’
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during theregula'sessmn where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

: Thank: you for the opportunity to testify.

Kim Kaharia
Honolulu, Hl 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 am.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which |1 ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1 am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

" Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Pono Meli
Honolulu, Hi 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Sirong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to aflow the people to deckie on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
- and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" votelnspeaalsessnonmdeadyaNOvoteto
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Siosaia Meli
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Commitiee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium |
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bl SB1.

Iamaskmgyoutoallowthepoopletodemdemhewofmamagaaslbelievetheleglslature

is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphoid the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Amelia Meli
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee -
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium -
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to aliow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session. .

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
demeocracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sisilia Meli
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

s

1 am writing to voice my opposition to Bil SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legisiature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social-issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can property be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Valerie Meli
Honolulu, H!I 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Piace: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Commiittees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. Isupportemddyforallhdudmgﬂmnghtsofconsdanoe
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders

Iamopposedmmemostomtanhmswclalssuemwhswymdecﬂedwmdwmom

week and askthatyoupieaseuphddmeprkmplesofdemowacyandmedemoaatnpmoess
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Palaviha'amea Fatongia
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiclary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to aliow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

I am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for thebpporlunity to testify.

James Dooley
Honolulu, HI 96816



- To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

~ | am writing to voice my oppasition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to aliow the peopietodeqid_eon-meissue of marriage as | believe the legislatwé
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious-freedom, which | ask you to respect as our electadleaders

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy! '

- Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Chalei Fatongia
Honolulu, H! 96816
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To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature

is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all includmg the rights of conscience
and religious freedom which 1 ask you to respect as our elected leaders

iamopposedtohamostco:ﬁenbwssocﬂmsuehourhistﬂybangdecﬂedwmaﬂyinom
week and askﬂwaiwupleaseupholdﬂaemplesofdemmcyand the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted

" and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have

a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years.of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Tevita Fatongia
Honolulu, HI 96816‘



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

IamasklngyoutoallowthepeopIaIndecideonmelssueofmamageaslbeuevethelegislature
is going against the will of the people. Isupportequalrtyforallmdudmgmanghts of conscience
and religious freedom, Mlaskyoutomspectasoureiectod

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
weakandaskthatyoupleaseupholdmemplesofdemocracyandmedemocratlcprocess
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Lehua Ngatikaura
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance: _

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

Iamopposedtomemostoontenboussownssuemwrmwrybelngdomdadwnuanymone
week and ask that you pleaseupholdmopnrmplesddamoeracyammedemocrahcpmcess
which are being disregarded in this special session.’

Thisbalshoddbqgiwnduemocesswﬁngﬂwreguarsessbnmerenwnmopeﬂybeveued
and examined as ali other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Wilson Fatongia
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee _
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Commiittees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

lam opposedtomemostwntermoussdcidussuemmrhismbemgdocdedwwmwnone
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Ben Kahana
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one

week and ask that you please uphold the principies of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The pebple who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Timothy Memea
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Commitiee _
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obiiterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Nua Memea
Honolulu, Hi 96816



~ To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

|IZ-_Iierar Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
inance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The peaple who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Ada Joy Ford
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphoid the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your “yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for tﬁe opportunity to testify.

Kaha'auinui Kong-Mafile'o
Honolulu, Hi 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

lam askmg you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the Ieglslature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and retigious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious sacial issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vota in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Sione Kava Sr.-
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance: _ :

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

1 am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am oppased to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can praperly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Bruce Loli.
"Honoluly, Hl 96816
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To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Commitiees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decile on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Nola Kava
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

I arh writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

1 am asking you to aliow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
" is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

~ Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Kauinohea Kong
Honelulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance: _

| am writing to voice my oppasition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which [ ask you o respect as our elected leaders.

I am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphoid the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

‘Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Samalaulu Memea
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee _
Hearing Date/Time; Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
-culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy! '

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Gary Mizuuchi
Honohilu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.

Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

DearChaars Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legisiature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bilis. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
Mﬁﬁurwmtunsandmm Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Kaye Mariano
Honolulu, Hi 96816



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
‘Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Mary a. Guinger
926A Kaipii St
Kailua, HI 96734
maguinger@hawaii.rr.com

RE:  In-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, In a Democracy, you have the right to choose your partner in marriage.



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Iri:)ear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
inance:

lémvmtingtovoicemyopposﬂiontoBmSBL

| am asking you to aliow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. 1 support equality for all including the rights of conscience
~ and religious freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphoid the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Mary Hudgins
Honolulu, Hi 96816



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Winston Welch
3007 Holei Street
HONOLULU, HI 96815
winstonwelch@yahoo.com

RE:  In-Person TestimonyonSB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, It's beyond time to recognize the basic rights of all human beings in Hawaii an this
nation to be treated equally with respect to being in a committed consensual relationship
with a person he/she loves. Unequal treatment by our government represents a blatant
disregard for our state and national constitutions guaranteeing equality, and this unequal
treatment will be overturned by the courts if it is not done so by this body. The question is,
which side of history do you want to be on? One of government-sanctioned, without-merit
discrimination, or one of doing what is right? Currently, some religious groups opposing
civil recognition of marriage are seeking to deny other citizens equal rights--we do not live
in a theocracy. As Americans, we are guaranteed not only freedom of religion, but freedom
from religion. If these religious groups do not wish to bless a religious wedding outside of
their belief systems, that is their complete right. However, forcing their religious views on
the rest of us in matters of civil law is simply not pono. Please pass this bill to allow for
marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
Winston Welch Honolulu, Hawaii



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

1 am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphoid the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Caleb Kurihara
Henolulu, Hi 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking youfo allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which 1 ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

Iamopposedibhemost-conhanﬁwssocialissuehwhistorybeingdecidedvirtua!lyinone '
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices shouid have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Riho Kurihara
Honolulu, HI 96816



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: ellen kemp
1054 Green street
Honolulu, HI 96822
ellenkempb@gmail.com

RE:  in-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
.commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of
Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.



To: The House Judiciary Committee

The House Finance Commitiee _
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

lgear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
inance;

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session. '

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted

and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Paula Kava
Honolulu, HI 96816




To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and fraditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Jonas Kurihara
Honolulu, HI 96816
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To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the peopile. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social igsue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Rumi Kurihara
Honolulu, HI 96816



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Roni Beishaw
831 University Ave
Honolulu, HI 96826
veronica.belshaw@chaminade.edu

RE: In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, ] am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on :
- family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of
Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10 00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills, The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your “yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Moki Kava
Honolulu, HI 96816



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Elizabeth Jordan
PO Box 154
Waianae, HI 96792
eljordan@yahoo.com

RE:  In-Person Testimony on SB 1 _
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. 'm a middle school teacher who supports
the rights of ALL of my students to feel worthy of love and to dream of a happily ever after.
The freedom to marry the person you love is a basic freedom that should not be denied to
anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make
a lifetime promise of love, commitment and fidelity to the person they love. No classroom
should contain students who are considered less deserving of the rights and
responsibilities that accompany these commitments. Please pass this bill to allow for
marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.



To: The House Judiciary Committee
; The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to aflow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this speual session.

This bill sMuld.begivendue prooessdut'mgmmarsessionwhereitcan properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for-the opportunity to testify.

Seina Kurihara
Honolulu, HI 96816
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To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Piace: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

i am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legisiature

is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
weekandaskﬂmtyouplemupfnldﬂww&mpiesddemwacywdﬂmdammtwmooess
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Aiona Kava
Honolulu, HI 96816



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Connie Florez
1004 MorrisLane
Honolulu, HI 96817
hulagiriproductions@gmail.com

RE: In-Person TestimonyonSB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana ~ gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of
Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. Hawaiian values of kuleana and
aloha are of inclusiveness for all peoples. Today's bill is about inclusive and for all the
peoples of Hawaii. It is a civil right by equality for all the peoples of Hawaii. Dr. King, Mr. &

. Mrs. Loving, Coretta King, Bayard and our beloved Nelson Mandela and so many more
believe in the Equality and the rights for LGBT peoples to marry. Marriage is defined by -
Civil Rights and the Supreme Courts through each of the above times in our history. To go
to a vote by a majority would have set our country back 50 years with no interracial
marriage, no blacks voting, no women voting and definitely no indigenous rights. Do the
right thing by supporting SB1 with a YES. Mahalo nui loa,



10/29/2013
Dennis Kaulia: ykaulia@yahoo.com

74-4303 Hawaii Belt Rd Box G
"Kailua, Kona™ HI 96819

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor :
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

‘Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. I support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious
~ freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1 am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in public
policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and
traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Dennis Kaulia
Kailua, Kona, Hawaii 96740"
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To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Syivia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Dane Anderson
2029 Nuuanu Ave.
Honolulu, HI 96817
danekanderson@gmail.com

- RE:  In-Person TestimonyonSB 1

Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support ' :

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. The issue of gay marriage in this State
mirrors the legalization of interracial marriage in this country. Just fifty years ago, many in
society did not like the idea of interracial marriage. At the forefront of the opposition were
white church leaders, arguing that it would go against the word of God and that the church
should

be exempt and not have perform interracial marriages at all. Today, many of Hawaii's keiki
are products of interracial marriages, and most of the population does not have a problem
with two people of different races marrying. And it is somewhat baffling to think that a larg
e segment of the population opposed interracia



* To: The House Judiciary Committee

The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic prooess
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Nifae Memea
Honolulu, Hi 56816



10/29/2013
Bill Kumia: aoia007@yahoo.com

87-1454 Pa'akea Road
91-1085 Hanaloa Street
Waianae HI 96792

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00.a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

1 am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. I support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1 am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being -
disregarded in this special session. Have you wondered what Hawaii will look like five years from now ?
When you retire what will your children, grandchildren and your voters remember you doing for Hawaii.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in public
policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and
traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Bill Kumia
Waianae, Hawaii and 96792



10/29/2013
Crystal Goo legrandgoo@gmail.com 94-858 Lelepua St 11C Waipahu Hi 96797

To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor -

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiclary and Chair Luke of the House Committee
on Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the Issue of marriage as | belleve the legisiature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a
say in public policy that will forever obiiterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your ""yes™ vote in special session Is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Crystal Goo
Waipahu, HI 96797



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Jake Acedo
95416 Waipahu st apt#105
Waipahu, HI 96797
Jakeacedo@gmail.com

RE: In-Person Testimonyon S8 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling

- people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of
Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.



To:

From:

Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

Teri Heede

92-994 Kanehoa Loop
Kapolei, HI 96707
theede@hawaii.rr.com

In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. This is not as complicated as some people
would have you believe. This is about EQUAL RIGHTS. If we had waited until the CHURCH
evolved, we would still have slavery in America. If we waited for MEN to evolve, women
wouldn't vote. It is time for this legislature to evolve and make a decision based on

- MARRIAGE as a CIVIL RIGHT. Mahalo ahead of time for voting in SUPPORT OF MARRIAGE
EQUALITY. '




To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Kahana Ho
undisclosed
Honolulu, HI 96817
kahanakitty@gmail.com

RE: In-Person TestimonyonSB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. | have known my partner for 24 years,
and been in a committed relationship for over 21 years. We have been together through
our graduate school educations, our respective careers, co-raising her three children along
with her ex and his wife, three major surgeries between us, a disability, and now, the new
challenges of retirement and aging in this fragile economy on a fixed income. We are
traveling this journey together, with love foreach other, as strong as it was, and far deeper
than it ever was those 21 years ago. Yet we cannot be married? Because we are both
women? How is our relationship any different from any other heterosexual couple (other
than lasting a lot longer than a lot of them)? In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on family.
No member of anyone’s ochana - gay or straight — should have to face shame because of who
they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling people
who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to marry
the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s
families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify. Aloha piimehana



To: Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: James Tupua
1088 Bishop St
Honolulu, HI 96813
james.tupua@gmail.com

RE: In-Person Testimony on SB 1
' Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Posntuon Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, 1 am writing in strong support of SB 1. 1 am a 24 year old gay man who looks
forward to marrying my partner. | strongly support this bill, as I feel that my marriage will
not effect the marriage of anyone else. Marriage should be about love, commitment, and
happiness. We want to have the same rights as everyone else. We want the same options as
everyone else. This bill would give us that equality. We are not asking o redefine marriage,
we are not looking to dominate the state, we are not looking to force our lifestyle onto
those who do not accept it. We are simply asking to be treated the same as heterosexual
couples.



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: lJeremy White
600 Queen Street, #2506
Honolulu, HI 96813
jgwhite1972@yahoo.com

RE: In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
-married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawati, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
- people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. I am the eldest of three siblings and am the only one who has not
been allowed to get married. My partner and I have been together for several years and
have decided that until we can be married in the state we love (and the state he grew up
in), we will not get married or accept a civil union, which is a second-class option for gay
couples. I refuse to leave the state I love in order to get married. Please pass this bill to
allow for marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to
testify.



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

-From: David Henkin
47-856 Kamehameha Hwy
Kaneohe, Hi 96744
davidthenkin@yahoo.com

RE:  In-PersonTestimonyonSB1
' Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support '

Good morning Chairs Rhoads and Luke, Vice-Chairs Har, Nishimoto and Johanson, and
members of the committees: My name is David Lane Henkin, and I am testifying as a father
of two wonderful children. I strongly support Senate Bill No. 1. If the State is to confer
rights and impose obligations on its citizens based on their participation in a committed
relationship, it should not discriminate based on whether the individuals forming that
couple are of opposite sex or the same sex. Senate Bill 1, which removes the discriminatory
ban on same-sex marriage, is vital to confer on all the people of Hawai‘i equal protection
under the law, regardless of sexual orientation. My daughter is thirteen years old, and my
‘'son is ten. As a parent, my hope is that, some day, they will find happiness in a committed
relationship with someone they love. When they do, [ want to ensure that they will enjoy
‘the same legal rights - both state and federal - as any other citizen of Hawai'‘i, regardless of
the sex of their partner. I also want to ensure that the State does not stigmatize their
relationships by relegating it to second class status. Please pass this bill. Thank you for the
oppeortunity to offer this testimony.



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Dean Hamer
58125¢ Iwia pl
Haleiwa, HI 96712
Deanhamer@aol.com

RE: In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. I retired to Hawaii after forty years of
federal service with the expectation that the rainbow state would honor my partnership
once it became recognized by the federal government. To my surprise DOMA was
overthrown before Hawaii could act. Please catch up! If marriage equality is not enacted by
Hawaii, | am moving back to the mainland. Obviously I can get married someplace else, like -
California, but why would imwantnto live in a state that doesn’t recognize me as a full
human being? Thanks for your support




To:

From:

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on

~ family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of

Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Syivia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

Atsumi Haga

747 Amana St. Apt 804
Honolulu, HI 96814
atsumi.haga@westin.com

In-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.



10/29/2013

Josiah Hung: esther_hung2003@yahoo.com

1548 Ala Aolani Street Honolulu HI 96819 -

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capito! Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance: '

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1,

The first humans and the first marriage had to be a man and a woman or else the human species would not
have continued. If people want to do something different, that doesn't make it right, nor should the
government approve it. '

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Josiah Hung
Honolulu, HI 96819



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
: Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

-From: Michael Gifford
1139 Papaku P
Honolulu, HI 96814
michael@anarchylimited.com

RE:  In-Person Testimonyon SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. Separate is not equal! As a Hawaii citizen, |
should be able to marry the one I love in my state. I've been denied this right for far too
long. The freedom to marry the person you love is a basic freedom that should not be

- denied to anyone. Gay-and lesbian couples get married for similar reasons as everyone else
- to make a lifetime promise of love, commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In
Hawati, we don’t turn our backs on family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight -
should have to face shame because of who they are and who they love. The government
should not be in the business of telling people who they can and cannot marry. None of us
would want to be told that it is fllegal to marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to
allow for marriage equality for all of Hawaii's families. Thank you for this opportunity to
testify.



To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Jess Glasser
1600 ALA MOANA BLVD 2200
HONOLULU, HI 96815
iglasser@hawaii.edu

RE: In-Person TestimonyonSB1 _
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support '

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, | am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love. The government should not be in the business of telling
people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of
Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.




To:

From:

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, 1 am writing in strong support of SB 1. | am a social worker, and it is a part of my
professional ethics The freedom to marry the person you love is a basic freedom that
should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get married for similar reasons as
everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love, commitment and fidelity to the person
they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on family. No member of anyone’s ochana - gay
or straight - should have to face shame because of who they are and who they love. The
government should not be in the business of telling people who they can and cannot marry.
None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to marry the person we love. Please pass
this bill to allow for marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this

Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

Jessica Garlock

PO BOX 235769

Honolulu, HI 96822
jessicagariock@gmail.com

In-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

opportunity to testify.
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- * David Wong

conglint@amail.com
- 94-108 Anania Dr. #238

Mifilani HI 96789

To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on Finance:
| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

'| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature is going against the will
of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect
as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and ask that you
please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being disregarded in this special
session.

This biit should be given due prooess during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and exammed as all other

- bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices shouid have a say in public policy that will forever obliterate
thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and traditions. Your ™yes™ vote in special session is
clearly a NO vote to democracy! :

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

* David Wong

Mililani, HI 96789
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10/29/2013
Janelle Morimoto: MeiMeiJayJay@gmail.com

1141 A Wainiha st
Honolulu HI 96825

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance: :

1 am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. I support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1 am opposed to the most contentious social issue in cur history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in public

policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and
traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



10/29/2013
Francisco Akhay: Pokiman357@yahoo.com

85 California Avenue
Wahiawa HI 96786

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TEST[FY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciar_y and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance:

1 am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. 1 support equality for all-including the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

I am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtuaily in one week and
ask that you please uphold the pnnclples of democracy and the democratic process which are bemg
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and

examined as all other bilis. The people who elected you to setve as their voices should have a say in public
policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and

" traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
Francisco Akhay Jr;

85 California Ave.
Wahiawa, HI 96786



10/29/2013
Yuri Marshall: ericandyuri@gmail.com

747 Amana st.
1519 Honolulu
HI, 96814

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. I support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which 1 ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

I am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in public
policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and
traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Yuri Marshall
Honolulu, HI 96814"
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To:  Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

From: Kevin Block

- 55Eono Place
Haiku, HI 96708
kevin.block@mauicounty.gov

RE: ln-Person Testimony on SB 1

Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. | am an attorney on Maui. I pay taxes and
serve my community in many capacities including serving on many boards and
commissions, volunteering and taking care of my 85 year old mother. I am uncomfortable
asking for a rgiht that should be mine simply by virtue of my humanity and citizenship. This
bill will not limit or infringe the civil rights of others, rather it will allow us to become equal
citizens. it will change the definition of marriage and expand it but the definition of
marriage has changed throughout history as we have evolved. Please pass this bill to allow
for marriage equality for all of Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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To:

From:

RE:
.

Dear Chair Rhoads, Chair Luke, and members of the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance, I am writing in strong support of SB 1. The freedom to marry the person you love
is a basic freedom that should not be denied to anyone. Gay and lesbian couples get
married for similar reasons as everyone else - to make a lifetime promise of love,
commitment and fidelity to the person they love. In Hawaii, we don’t turn our backs on
family. No member of anyone’s ohana - gay or straight - should have to face shame because
of who they are and who they love, The government should not be in the business of telling
people who they can and cannot marry. None of us would want to be told that it is illegal to
marry the person we love. Please pass this bill to aliow for marriage equality for all of

Representative Karl Rhoads, Judiciary Committee Chair
Representative Sylvia Luke, Finance Committee Chair
Representative Sharon Har, Judiciary Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Scott Nishimoto, Finance Committee Vice-Chair
Representative Aaron Ling Johanson, Finance Committee Vice-Chair

Ann Freed

95-227 Waikalani Dr A403
Mililani, H! 96789
annsfreed@gmail.com

In-Person Testimony on SB 1
Thursday, October 31, Capitol Auditorium
Position: Strong Support

Hawaii’s families. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, Octaber 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue.of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1 am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
whicharebeingdisregardedinmisspecialsmiqn.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you fo serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracyl

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Paul Kurihara
Honolulu, HI 96816



10/29/2013
Wayne Chun kﬂjchun@yahno.com 95-1039 Kahakiki St Mililani Hi 96789

To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a. m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of 881 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON .

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Commiittee
on Finance: :

. | am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the hsua of marriage as | believe the legisiature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
- and refigious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

1am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided vlriuany in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a
say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
‘culture, customs and traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in speclal session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Wayne Chun
Mililani, HI 96789



10/29/2013
Scott Carr: Carrscott69@yahoo.com

48-483 Ksmehameha hwy A
kaneohe HI 96744

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SB1 WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Commlttsee on
Finance:

I am wrmng to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

I am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. 1 support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders. -

I am opposed to the most contentious social isste in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the pnnmples of democmcy and the democratic process which are bemg
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in public
policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and
traditions. Your ""yes"" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to

democracy!
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Robert Kava
Honolulu, HI 96816



To: The House Judiciary Committee
The House Finance Committee
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium
Re: Strong Opposition to SB1

Dear Chairs Rhoads and Luke, and Members of both the House Committees on Judiciary and
Finance:

| am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

| am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as | believe the legislature
is going against the will of the people. | support equality for all including the rights of conscience
and religious freedom, which | ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

| am opposed to the most contentious soclal issue in our history being decided virtually in one
week and ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the democratic process
which are being disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted
and examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have
a say in public policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native
culture, customs and traditions. Your "yes” vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to
democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Kumen Kurihara
Honolulu, HI 96816



10/29/2013
Yolanda Kaulia: ykaulia@yahoo.com

74-4303 Hawaii Belt Rd
"Kailua, Kona" HI 96740

"To: House Committee on Judiciary and Labor

Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, October 31, 2013, 10:00 a.m.
Place: Capitol Auditorium

Re: Strong Opposition of SBI WILL TESTIFY IN PERSON

Dear Chair Rhoads of the House Committee on Judiciary and Chair Luke of the House Committee on
Finance: ;

I am writing to voice my opposition to Bill SB1.

am asking you to allow the people to decide on the issue of marriage as I believe the legislature is going
against the will of the people. I support equality for all including the rights of conscience and religious
freedom, which I ask you to respect as our elected leaders.

I am opposed to the most contentious social issue in our history being decided virtually in one week and
ask that you please uphold the principles of democracy and the danocratlc process which are being
disregarded in this special session.

This bill should be given due process during the regular session where it can properly be vetted and
examined as all other bills. The people who elected you to serve as their voices should have a say in public
policy that will forever obliterate thousand of years of indigenous and non-native culture, customs and
traditions. Your ""yes"™" vote in special session is clearly a NO vote to democracy!

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Yolanda Kaulia
Honolulu, Hawaii 96740



