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SECTION 1. Senate Bill No. 1, H.D. 1, is amended by
amending Section 2 to read as follows:

"SECTION 2. Chapter 572, Hawail Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding five new sections to be appropriately
designated and to read as follows:

"§572-A Continuity of rights; civil union and reciprocal
beneficiary relationships. (a) Two individuals who are civil
union partners or reciprocal beneficiaries with each other and
who seek to marry each other shall be permitted to apply for a
marriage license under section 572-6 and to marry each other
under this chapter without first terminating their civil union
or reciprocal beneficiary relationship; provided that the two
individuals are otherwise eligible to marry under this chapter.

(b) The couple's civil union or reciprocal beneficiary
relationship shall continue uninterrupted until the
solemnization of the marriage consistent with this chapter, and
the solemnization of the couple's marriage shall automatically
terminate the couple's civil union or reciprocal beneficiary
relationship.

(c) The act of seeking a license for or entering into a
marriage under this chapter shall not diminish any of the
rights, benefits, protections, and responsibilities that existed
previously due to the couple's earlier status as civil union
partners or reciprocal beneficiaries.

(d) The rights, benefits, protections, and
responsibilities created by the civil union or reciprocal
beneficiary relationship shall be continuous through the
marriage and deemed to have accrued as of the first date these
rights existed under the civil union or reciprocal beneficiary
relationship; provided that the civil union or reciprocal
beneficiary relationship was in effect at the time of the
solemnization of the couple's marriage to each other.
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{e) Any rights, benefits, protections, and
responsibilities created by the solemnization of a marriage that
were not included within the reciprocal beneficiary relationship
shall be recognized as of the date the marriage was solemnized.

{f) Property held by the couple in tenancy by the entirety
shall be subject to section 509-3.

§572-B Interpretation of terminology to be gender neutral.
When necessary to implement the rights, benefits, protectionsg,
and responsibilities of spouses under the laws of this State,
all gender-specific terminology, such as "husband”, "wife",
"widow", "widower", or similar terms, shall be construed in a
gender-neutral manner. This interpretation shall apply to all
sources of law, including statutes, administrative rules, court
decisions, common law, or any other source of law.

§572-C Reliance on federal law. Any law of this State
that refers to, adopts, or relies upon federal law shall apply
to all marriages recognized under the laws of this State as if
federal law recognized such marriages in the same manner as the
laws of this State so that all marriages receive equal
Lreatment.

§572-D Refusal to solemnize a marriage. {a)
Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a clergy,
minister, priest, rabbi, officer of any religious denomination
or society, or religious society not having clergy but providing
solemnizations that is authorized to perform solemnizations
pursuant to this chapter shall not be required to solemnize any
marriage that is in violation of their religious beliefs or
faith.

(b) A clergy, minister, priest, rabbi, officer of any
religious denomination or society, or religious society not
having clergy but providing solemnizations that, pursuant to
this section, fails or refuses to perform the solemnization of a
marriage shall be immune from any fine, penalty, injunction,
administrative proceeding, or any other legal or administrative
liability for the failure or refusal.

§572-E Religious organizations; exemption under certain
circumstances. (a) Notwithstanding any other law to the
contrary, a religious organization or nonprofit organization
operated, supervised, or controlled by a religious organization
shall not be required to provide goods, services, or its
facilities or grounds for the solemnization or celebration of a
marriage that is in violation of its religious beliefs or faith.

(b) Any refusal to provide goods, services, or facilities
or grounds in accordance with this section shall not create any
civil claim or cause of action, or result in any state action to
penalize or withhold benefits from such religious organization
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or nonprofit organization operated, supervised, or controlled by
a religious organization,""
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