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 Chair Glenn Wakai, Vice-Chair Clarence Nishihara and members of the 
Committee on Technology and the Arts, thank you for the opportunity to appear 
before you today.   
 I also want to express my warm aloha to everyone who submitted letters of 
support on my behalf. 
 It is an honor to be nominated by Governor Neil Abercombie to the Design 
Selection Committee for Art Work to Honor United States Senator Daniel K. Inouye.  
  In addition to following his many contributions to Hawaii throughout his life 
of extensive political service, I had the opportunity to get to know the Senator 
personally.  I served on one of his many reelection campaign committees; was 
appointed by him to serve on a committee to review and recommend a merit-
selection process for Federal Judges; and participated in a gathering convened by 
Senator Inouye to coordinate efforts to advance the Recognition Bill for native 
Hawaiians. In my personal tribute to him I wrote: Hawai’i shaped who he became.  
In return—he shaped Hawai’i.   
 I want to serve on the Committee because Senator Inouye deserves the very 
best work of permanent commemoration in recognition of his notable legacy.  I view 
that role as a personal obligation and want to assist in that process.  
 Act 281 enjoins United States Representative Patsy T. Mink and Senator 
Inouye in a purpose to create works in their honor that will inspire current and 
future generations.  I am certain everyone will work to achieve that end; with each 
committee paying particular attention to their specific assignments.  It goes without 
saying – we will incorporate the wishes of each of the families.   
 As a graphic designer I feel I can make an important contribution that is also 
unique.  I own Graphic House, a design company I established in 1972.  I served as a 
commissioner on the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts in 1997 and continue 
to serve on the SFCA Acquisition Committee.  I have been a juror and co-juror of 
many art exhibitions throughout the state, and recently served as co-juror of the 
Honolulu Japanese Chamber of Commerce Commitment to Excellence Exhibition 
that attracts over 500 practicing artists in Hawai’i.  Also, I am presently creating a 
commemorative plaque in honor of Ah Quon McElrath.  Just as other committee 
members will bring their knowledge and expertise to the process—I plan to be 
guided by my experience in the arts, to create a respectful persona of Senator 
Inouye and Representative Mink.   
 In Hawai’i it is not appropriate to call attention to one’s own qualities.  I 
prefer using the descriptions expressed in my behalf: “… a community leader; … a 



talented designer; … a role model”.  When my eulogy is delivered I hope my children 
will say —“My Mom is whom I would have picked.”    
 I am proud of every award I’ve ever received, but truly, being selected a 
“Living Treasure” felt like being anointed.  In an interesting way, the emotion I felt 
receiving that award, corresponds to this task.  When the bar is raised, the 
expectations lift the outcome beyond the ordinary and obvious results.  I am 
confident the artists will rise to the occasion.  As a committee member I would want 
them to invoke strength, determination and foresight.  Both Inouye and Mink 
overshadowed their modest beginnings, and yet they wore those humble attributes 
with a quiet pride.  As abstract as that may seem, I know there are artists who can 
achieve results that will do us proud. 
 I do not anticipate a conflict of interest between my current business and 
personal involvement, and the service required on the Design Committee.  But 
should a conflict arise, I will look to the committee for their input.  I would follow 
procedures outlined in state regulations.  
 Thank you for this opportunity and your kind attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Momi Cazimero   
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Letter of Support for: Momi Cazimero 

 

Dear Chair Wakai and Members of the Committee: 

I strongly support the nomination of Momi Cazimero to the Committee for Art Work to Honor United 

States Senator Daniel K. Inouye. 

 

Ms. Cazimero has been recognized for her works throughout the State on a variety of projects 

throughout her career. Her knowledge, experiences and exposure broadens and enhances her 

qualifications for this project.  She has demonstrated her commitment to excellence through her work. 

 

Please consider Ms. Cazimero for this nomination. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Karen T. Nakamura 


