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Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro, and members of the Committee: 

I am pleased to express strong support for the confirmation of Peter T. Cahill as Judge 
to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawai'i. 

Since 1997, Mr. Cahi ll has been an attorney at Cahill & O'Neill on the island of Maui, 
representing seriously and critically injured residents and visitors. Mr. Cahill has 
attained notable success as an attorney, due to his knowledge and extensive trial 
experience. 

In 1989, prior to his employment at Cahill & O'Neill, Mr. Cahill worked at the Law 
Offices of James Krueger and Krueger & Cahill , where he successfully tried and settled 
injury and wrongful death cases in Hawai'i. 

In addition to his work experience, Mr. Cahill is an active member in the Maui 
community. Currently, he serves as the Vice President on the Board of Directors for the 
Maui Youth and Family Services, Inc., which aims to developing local families and 
youth to become positively contributing members in the community. Furthermore, 
he is on the Board of Directors of Aloha House and Malama Family Recovery. Mr. 
Cahill's involvement in these organizations demonstrates his character and compassion 
in helping individuals overcome the various challenges they are dealing with in life. 



Mr. Cahill has earned a B.A. from Seton Hall University and his J.D. from Notre Dame 
Law School in South Bend, Indiana. In addition, he is licensed to practice law in 
Hawai'i, New York, and New Jersey. 

Mr. Cahill brings great energy, intellectual focus, and commitment to this judgeship. 
His confirmation as Judge to the State's Second Circuit Court will benefit the lives of 
the people on MauL I encourage you to confirm Peter T. Cahill as Judge to the Circuit 
Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawai'L 
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PETER T. CAHILL 
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Carol K. Muranaka, President, Hawaii State Bar Association 
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State Capitol 

The Board of Directors of the Hawaii State Bar Association appreciates the 
opportunity to comment on the qualifications of Peter T. Cahill for the position 
of Circuit Court Judge, Second Circuit Court. 

The HSBA Board has established criteria for determining the qualifications of 
judicial appointments generally utilizing the American Bar Association 
Guidelines for Reviewing Qualifications of Candidates for State Judicial 
Office. The HSBA uses the following criteria in its deliberations: integrity and 
diligence, legal knowledge and ability, professional experience, judicial 
temperament, financial responsibility, public service, health, and 
responsibilities and duties required of the position for which the applicant has 
been nominated. The HSBA Board's rating system includes the categories of 
"qualified" and "not qualified." 

As part of its procedures for evaluating and taking positions on judicial 
appointments, the HSBA Board utilizes a subcommittee of the HSBA Board 
to review materials presented by the nominee and input from members. The 
subcommittee is also tasked with checking references and contacting others 
who have knowledge of the nominee's experience and qualifications. The full 
Board reviews the materials prepared by this subcommittee, the materials 
submitted by the nominee and members, and conducts an interview of the 
nominee. 

Taking into consideration all of the information presented by and about the 
nominee and an interview with the nominee, the Board of Directors of the 
Hawaii State Bar Association finds Peter T. Cahill to be qualified for the 
position of Circuit Court Judge, Second Circuit Court. 
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The Honorable Clayton Hee 
Chairman 

June 20, 2012 

Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol , Room 407 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Re: Peter Cahill, Esq. 
Nomination to the Second Circuit Court (Maui) 

Dear Chairman !-lee: 

I write this letter in strong support of Peter Cahi ll , Esq.'s judicial 
nomination to the Circuit Court, Second Circuit on Maui. 

I am the President of the State of Hawaii Organization of Police 
Officers ("SHOPO"), which is the public sector union that represents all of our 
county police officers serving throughout the 50th State. 

As a police union, we have a special interest in the appointments to the 
judiciary since the end product of our investigations is often decided in court. 
In addition, our officers spend significant amounts of time interacting with the 
judges and testifying. Our review and evaluation ofa nominee is based on 
several factors , including but not limited to intelligence, legal knowledge and 
experience, integrity, judicial temperament and diligence. We use our 
evaluations to determine whether we will support, oppose or remain neutral on 
a particular nominee. We take our evaluations and recommendations 
seriously, as we know that the position we take on a nominee could negatively 
impact a nomination. 

As for Mr. Cahill 's nomination, we stand in strong support of thi s 
nominee as we believe he is well qualified to serve on the Circuit Court bench. 
As the largest public law enforcement labor organization in Hawaii, we 
support Mr. Cahill ' s nomination based on various factors. Mr. Cahi ll is a very 
experienced litigator and has been practicing law for approximately 30 years. 
He has handled a variety of cases and has also been selected to serve as an 
arbitrator and mediator in a variety of cases. We understand that as a mediator 
and arbi trator, parties from all s ides have agreed to have him serve as the 
neutraJ party, which confirms the degree of respect he has from his peers as a 
fair minded and balanced decision maker. By all accounts, he is very 

Visit us@shopohawaii.org 
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intelligent, possesses exceptional legal skills, knowledge and experi ence. is a man of the highest 
character and integrity and is very even keeled and balanced. He enjoys a reputation among his 
colleagues as a tough, but smart and fajr litigator who exhibits civjJity and a temperament 
commensurate with someone who will serve well on the bench. Also important. is that Mr. 
Cahill possesses a large dose of humility that is genuine and sincere and has the right levels of 
humor mixed in. 

We applaud and support Mr. Cahill's nomination and believe that he wi ll do an 
outstanding job on the Circuit Court. Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this 
nomination and we sincerely hope Mr. Cahill wi ll receive your corrunittee's unanimous support 

Respectfully submitted, 

d R. O'l!:lxA 
TENARI MA'AFALA~ 
SHOPO President 



From: Artemio Baxa
To: "JDL testimony"@capitol.hawaii.gov
Subject: For consideration and confirmation to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawaii, Judicial Commission

Nominee, Peter T. Cahill
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 4:33:08 PM

The Honorable Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
The Honorable Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair
Committee on Justice and Labor
Hawaii State Senate
Conference Room 016
State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
     Re:  JCI - Hearing on Consideration and Confirmation of Judicial Selection Commission
            Nominee, Peter T. Cahill  on Tuesday, June 26, 2012, 11:00 a.m. 
 
Dear Senator Hee and Senator Shimabukuro:
 
      I am a retired Circuit Court Judge of the Second Circuit.  I have returned to my former job as a
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney in the County of Maui, and also a current member of the Board of Regents
of the University of Hawaii.
 
     I am writing in full support of the nomination and confirmation of Mr. Cahill to the Circuit Court of the
Second Circuit, State of Hawaii.  I have known Mr. Cahill for many years, both in public and in private
settings.  When I was still at the bench, I had the opportunity to observe him and read his submissions. 
His work was of the highest quality and he was always an advocate of great integrity.  In and out of the
courtroom, I have not heard of anything that would detract the highest regard that I have of him.  He is
a man of ability and character, and a truly humble man. 
 
     Thank you for your kind consideration.
 
                                                             Very respectfully yours,
 
                                                             Artemio C. Baxa
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
    

    

mailto:Artemio.Baxa@co.maui.hi.us
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June 25, 2012 

KAWASHIMA LORUSSO 
__________________________________ LLP 

Sender's Information: 
Direct: (808) 275-0371 

E-mail: mlorusso@klhllp.com 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair; Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice 
Chair and Members, Senate Committee on Judiciary & Labor 

Re: JC1-PETER T. CAHILL for Circuit Court of the Second 
Circuit, Judge - In Support (June 26, 2012/11:00 a.m.) 

Thank you for allowing me this opportunity to express my 
support for the nomination of Peter T. Cahill, Esq. to the 
Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawaii. 

I have had the honor and the privilege of knowing Mr. Cahill 
over the past twenty-nine years of my practice as a civil 
attorney. Mr. Cahill is a good family man and a well respected 
litigator. He is of the highest moral character, respectful, yet 
very decisive and who always zealously represented his clients in 
a fair and courteous manner. He is a very intelligent, 
compassionate and caring individual who is well versed in the 
law. 

Mr. Cahill and I have been on opposing sides in litigation 
matters as well as serving on Arbitration panels together. In 
addition, I have selected Mr. Cahill on numerous occasions to 
serve as the sole Arbitrator or Mediator in matters that I was 
handling. Mr. Cahill has a good working knowledge of the law and 
always understood the issues being presented. His 
recommendations as a mediator or decisions as an Arbitrator were 
very precise and well-reasoned. He effectively communicates with 
the attorneys and litigants involved in a proceeding and given 
his personality understands the needs of a jury. At all times 
throughout my interaction with Mr. Cahill, he was very civil, 
fair and professional to all parties involved and he has an 
excellent judicial temperament. 

I highly support and respectfully request the appointment of 
of Mr. Cahill to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 

Tapa Financial Center, Fort Street Tower' 745 Fort Street, Suite 500 . Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 . TEL 808.275.0300 . FAX 808.275.0399 

AlimitedLiabilitvLawPartnership 



Senator Clayton Hee, Chair; Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice 
Chair and Members, Senate Committee on Judiciary & Labor 

Thank you for allowing me to submit my testimony. 
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Very truly yours, 



 

June 25, 2012 
 

 
 
Senator Clayton Hee 
Chairman, Judiciary and Labor Committee 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
 
Dear Senator Clayton Hee and Committee Members, 
 
I would like to provide support of the confirmation of Mr. Peter Cahill, in the 
vacancy to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 
 
Mr. Peter Cahill has been a part of Maui Youth and Family Services Board of 
Directors since I have been an employee for approximately nine years.  Mr. 
Cahill has been an avid spokesperson for our agency.  He has been supporting 
this agency and all the youth’s of Maui County since I have known him for 
nine years.   We have recently merged with Aloha House Inc., and Malama 
Family Recovery Center, where Mr. Cahill has been in support of the entire 
population of Maui County, from prenatal care to adulthood. 
 
Mr. Cahill is a dedicated board member who stuck with our agency 
throughout the entire transition.   I have witnessed Mr. Cahill along with the 
other dedicated board members make difficult changes with the 
collaboration of three agencies.  He is not a quitter and will prosper in his 
new endeavors.  With the support from myself, and I am sure with the entire 
community of Maui County, I could not imagine anyone else fill the vacancy to 
the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to review my letter on Mr. Peter Cahill’s 
confirmation. 
 
Respectively, 
 
 
 
Maelynn K.A. Potter 
Prevention Services Program Manager 
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June 21, 2012 

Senator Clayton Hee 
Chairman, Judiciary and Labor Committee 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Dear Senator Clayton Hee and Committee Members, 

I am providing testimony in strong support of the confirmation of Peter T. Cahill to fill 
the judicial vacancy to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, 

1 have known Peter T. Cahill personally and professionally for over thirteen years. Peter 
and his family have been close friends and a part of my family support team through a 
number of personal adversities and challenges. 1 have also had the opportunity to work 
with Peter during his term as the President of the Board of Directors for Maui Youth and 
Family Services, Inc., and most recently as the Vice President for the T ri~Agencies of 
Aloha House, Inc ., Maui Youth and Family Services, Inc., and Malama Family Recovery 
Center. 

Peter is a hard working, dedicated, and passionate board member who is committed to 
helping the community by providing quality services to youth, adults, and their families. 
He possesses the highest level of professionalism and integrity which combined with his 
unwavering support of the Tri~Agencies has earned him the respect and admiration of 
employees and board colleagues. Peter's calm demeanor and personality will be valuable 
in handling complex circumstances fairly and equitably. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Peter T. Cahill's confirmation to the 
Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 

Respectively, (l' 
,~!i / 
fL/~-!Lb I 

Wendy K. DeCambra 
Intervention Program Manager 
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June 23, 2012 

Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary & Labor 
Hawaii State Capital 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RICHARDF.NAKAMURA 
JOHN S. NISHIMOTO 
ZALE T. OKAZAKI 
RONALD M. SHIGEKANE 
JEFFREY H. K. SIA 
MONICA K. SUEMATSU 
PHILIP S. UESA TO 
MICHAEL 1. VAN DYKE 
J. THOMAS WEBER 
DIANE W. WONG 
EDMIJND K. U. YEE 
CAL VIN E. YOUNG 

RODNEY S. NISHIDA 
(1949 - 2004) 

Re: Testimony in Support of Judicial Selection Commission Nominee 
Peter T. Cahill to the 
Circuit Court of the Second Circuit 
Conference Room 016 
Hearing date and time: June 26, 2012, 11 :00 a.m. 

Dear Senators: 

I respectfully submit this testimony in support of the nomination of Peter T. Cahill 
to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. I have known Mr. Cahill for over 20 years. 
We have often represented clients on opposite sides of a legal controversy. I can 
personally attest to his high regard for fairness and his strong moral character. No 
matter how big or small the case, Mr. Cahill always conducted himself with professional 
courtesy and civility. It is my opinion that Mr. Cahill enjoys a fine reputation in Hawaii's 
relatively small legal community for quality legal representation. 

I believe Mr. Cahill has all of the necessary qualifications to be a Circuit Court 
Judge. His caring demeanor, dedication to the rule of law and capacity for hard work 
make him an excellent candidate for this position. 

I strongly support this nomination and firmly state that Mr. Cahill would be a 
wonderful addition to the bench. I humbly ask y to confirm this nomination. 

[999550424] 



From: Jack Naiditch
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: Commission Nominee, Peter J. Cahill
Date: Friday, June 22, 2012 11:54:26 AM

June 22, 2012

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair
Senator Malle S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair
Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor

RE: Confirmation of Peter T. Cahill as Judge to the 
Circuit Court of the Second Circuit Court

Dear Chairman, Vice Chairman and Members,

I whole-heartedly support the confirmation of Peter Cahill as the 2nd Circuit Court 
judge to replace Hon. Shackley Raffetto.

I have always been impressed with Mr. Cahill's evident intelligence, compassion, 
patience and diligence.  As a lawyer, he is extremely gifted in spotting issues and 
articulating a position.  From time to time I have discussed legal issues with Mr. 
Cahill which were not necessarily in his area of expertise, and he always quickly 
understood the issue and arrived at a reasoned and effective way to analyze the 
issue.  

I think Mr. Cahill will make an excellent judge.  His integrity, intelligence and 
professionalism is well known in the Maui legal community. His innate intelligence 
gives him the ability to quickly understand different areas of the law.  He is also an 
excellent communicator, and he has a sense of humor (which is important in being a 
judge). The lawyers will uniformly respect him, he will be able to make reasoned 
decisions without undue deliberation,  explain his decisions clearly, be courteous to 
all in the Court.  I am confident he will schedule his calendar to minimize waiting 
time and therefore client expense.

The Second Circuit needs a judge who has civil law experience. Mr. Cahill has always 
been my first choice among all members of the Maui Bar for this task.

I appreciate the opportunity to give you my comments.

Jack R. Naiditch
Law Offices of Jack R. Naiditch, Inc.
A Professional Law Corporation

PO Box 485
Kula, Hawaii 96790
Phone - 808.633.4977
Cell   - 808.283.0912
jnaiditch7@gmail.com

This e-mail message and any attachment to this email is between attorney and client and is protected by the
 electronic Act, 18 U.S.C. sections 2510-2521.  IT may also be subject to professional, work product and/or
other legal protection.   if  this email has been  communicated to you in error, please notify the sender that  
you have received this email by either directly replying to this email or by telephoning this office at 808-633-4977

mailto:jnaiditch7@gmail.com
mailto:JDLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:jnaiditch7@gmail.com


and deleting this email and any attachments from all computers without reading or saving the same in any manner.
Any printing, reproduction, dissemination or distribution of this e-mail message and/or its attachment(s) is
prohibited.  

Circular 230 Disclosure: To comply with requirements imposed by the IRS under Revised Circular 230 
and comparable state law, any tax advice contained in this communication (including any attachments)  
is not intended to and cannot be used for the purpose of avoiding penalties imposed by the IRS or  
to promote, market or recommend to another party any tax related matter(s) addressed herein.

Mahalo for your cooperation.



TESTIMONY OF ROBERT TOYOFUKU IN SUPPORT OF THE NOMINATION 
OF PETER T. CAHILL TO THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND CIRCUIT 

 
June 25, 2012 

 
 

To:  Chairman Clayton Hee and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary and 
Labor: 
 
 My name is Bob Toyofuku and I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

State of Hawaii.  I am testifying in strong support of Peter T. Cahill on his nomination to 

the circuit court of the second circuit. 

 I have known Peter for over twenty years and have worked with him on many 

training seminars for members of our bar and especially over the past 10 years on the 

training of arbitrators in the Judiciary’s Court Annexed Arbitration Program.  He has 

given much of his time to assist in the training not only on Maui but in other circuits as 

well.   

 Peter has also participated as a seminar speaker for me in various continuing legal 

education courses that I have presented for the legal community through the Pacific Law 

Institute.  He is a very dependable person and I can always rely upon him to be prepared 

for any task and to present information in a clear and concise manner.  I have also 

consulted with him on certain legal issues that may have arisen in my work and he is an 

excellent resource on the law.  

 He has always exhibited the highest degree of integrity and I feel that he has the 

respect of other attorneys to be a good judge.  I have the utmost confidence that Mr. 

Cahill will be an excellent judge because of his intellect, sense of fairness and 

compassion for people, as well as his dedication to our system of justice.  He is objective, 

will listen carefully to various points of view, and treats everyone fairly and does not shy 



away from making decisions.  He is a very hard worker and thorough in his legal analysis 

on issues. 

 I wholeheartedly support his nomination and urge his confirmation by this 

committee and the Hawaii State Senate.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit this 

testimony. 
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June 25, 2012 
 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Hawai’i State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawai'i  96813 
 
 Re:  Second Circuit Court Confirmation of Peter Cahill Tues. June 26, 2012 
 
Dear Senate Judiciary Committee Chair and Members: 
 
It is a sincere pleasure and honor to submit this letter in support of the confirmation of 
Peter Cahill as Judge of the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit.  As a practicing civil 
litigation attorney, mediator, arbitrator and faculty and trainer in civil litigation, mediation 
and arbitration in Hawai’i, nationally and internationally for over thirty-three years, and 
having had the privilege of serving as counsel and as mediator in civil cases in which 
Peter Cahill has served as an attorney, I can confirm from first-hand experience that Mr. 
Cahill consistently exhibits the very highest of professional legal abilities, knowledge, 
diligence, dedication, integrity, fairness, civility and ethical values.  As a dedicated 
advocate of  the core values and public interests the Courts and people of Hawai’i 
deserve, Mr. Cahill has consistently exhibited devotion and service to those values and 
interests, and his earned the respect of judges, counsel and parties, including opposing 
counsel.  There is no question that he will bring the highest abilities, value and credit to 
the Second Circuit Court, and will be a Judge whose service and contributions will 
reflect most favorably on the Judiciary and State, and will be of exceptional value to the 
community and people of Hawai’i.  I would be glad to address any questions or provide 
any further information that may be helpful.  I am not able to personally sign this letter 
as I am out of the country until June 26th, but wanted to be sure to timely submit this 
support of Mr. Cahill’s confirmation, without reservations of any kind.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Charles W. Crumpton 
 
CWC:lah 
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June 20, 2012 

Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Conference Room 016 
State Capitol 
415 Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

RICHARD F, NAKAMURA 
JOHN S, NISHIMOTO 
ZALE T. OKAZAKI 
RONALD M, SHIGEKANE 
JEFFREY H, K SIA 
MONICA K SUEMATSU 
PHILIP S, UESATO 
MICHAEL J. VAN DYKE 
), THOMAS WEBER 
DIANE W, WONG 
EDMUND K U, YEE 
CALVIN E, YOUNG 

RODNEY S, NISHIDA 
(1949 - 2004) 

Re: Judicial Nominee Peter T. Cahill for Circuit Court of the Second 
Circuit, State of Hawaii 

Dear Senators Hee and Shimabukuro: 

I write this letter to you in support of the appointment of Peter T. Cahill as 
a Judge for the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawaii. I have known Mr. 
Cahill for over twenty years, both personally and as a fellow member of the Hawaii State 
Bar. He has always exhibited those qualities which, in my opinion, are important in 
serving our community in a judicial capacity. 

Mr. Cahill's character for honesty and integrity are beyond question and 
he has demonstrated a level of fairness and compassion in his professional endeavors 
which are necessary requirements for serving as a judicial officer. I have come to know 
and appreciate these character traits in Mr. Cahill because I have had multiple 
opportunities to be involved in the handling of litigation matters where he served as 
counsel of record for the opposing party. As an adversary in these proceedings, Mr. 
Cahill consistently demonstrated his capacity for honesty and fairness as well as his 
commitment to the concept of civility in the handling of matters that can at times 
become quite contentious. 

I firmly believe that prior experience in the field of litigation is always an 
asset for a sitting judge. Significantly, Mr. Cahill has had a wide range of litigation 



Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
June 20, 2012 
Page 2 

experience. I know that his experience in the practice of personal injury litigation has 
included the representation of both claimants and defendants and has provided him with 
a better understanding of and appreciation for the needs of all parties to such 
proceedings. His litigation experience will not only make his transition to the court that 
much easier and smoother but will clearly assist him in the handling of matters that will 
be presented to him as a sitting judge. Over the years that I have known Mr. Cahill, he 
has shown a willingness to work tirelessly when the situation required it in order to 
accomplish his goals and objectives in the representation of his clients .. 

His commitment to the Judiciary and our justice system is reflected in his 
willingness to serve on various committees directed toward Bench Bar matters, and his 
prior service to the community has included serving on non-profit boards related to the 
provision of social services to those in need. 

I wholeheartedly support the appointment of Peter T. Cahill to the position 
of Circuit Court Judge for the Second Circuit without reservation and ask that your 
committee act favorably in your consideration of his nomination. 

Very truly yours, 

9~/1l~~ 
JOHN S. NISHIMOTO 

549971 
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RICHARD F. NAKAMURA 

JOHN S. NISHIMOTO 

ZALE T. OKAZAKI 

RONALD M. SHIGEKANE 

JEFFREY H. K. SIA 

MONICA K. SUEMATSU 

PHILIP S. UESATO 

MICHAEL J. VAN DYKE 

J. THOMAS WEBER 

DIANE W. WONG 

EDMUND K. U. YEE 

CALVIN E. YOUNG 

           _______ 

RODNEY S. NISHIDA 
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Via Electronic Mail Only 
Senator Clayton Hee 
Senator Maile Shimabukuro 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Senate 
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
 
 
  Re: JC1 -  Nomination of Peter T. Cahill, Esq. for Circuit 
   Court Judge, Second Circuit 
 
  Hearing:  Tuesday, June 26, 2012, 11:00 a.m. 
  ___________________________________________ 
 
Dear Senator Hee, Senator Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee 
on Judiciary and Labor: 
 
  I am writing this in support of Peter T. Cahill’s nomination for Judge of the 
Second Circuit Court, State of Hawai’i.   
 
  I am a partner in the law firm of Ayabe, Chong, Nishimoto, Sia and 
Nakamura and have practiced in this jurisdiction for the past 26 years.  During that time, 
I have had a number of cases where Mr. Cahill has been my opposing counsel.  I also 
had one case with Mr. Cahill where we represented co-defendants. 
   
  Regardless of the type of case or whether we were on the opposite or 
same sides, Mr. Cahill has always displayed a very thorough understanding of the legal 
issues of the case.  While vigorously advocating for his clients, Mr. Cahill has always 
been respectful to all counsel and witnesses in a given case as well as to the judges 
before whom we’ve both appeared.  I have always found him to be fair and honest in my 
interactions and dealing with him.  In addition to his very keen legal acumen, Mr. Cahill 
possesses a practical sensibility that has served his clients well.  He can be a fierce 
advocate but he is never one to lose sight of what, in the end, would be in the best 
interest of his client or clients as the case may be.   
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  A few months ago, Mr. Cahill and I resolved a traumatic brain injury case 
which involved a young boy.  Cases involving an injured minor, particularly a minor with 
a traumatic brain injury, can be difficult to settle even under the best of circumstances.   
 
Our case raised several complex medical as well as legal issues which could have 
impacted the value of the case either way.  Throughout a somewhat protracted 
settlement negotiation process, Mr. Cahill advocated vigorously for his client but also 
listened to and considered points I made.  Yet, during this sometimes arduous process, 
Mr. Cahill never lost focus of making sure that the present and future needs of his 
young client were met.   Although it was not easy, Mr. Cahill and I were able to settle 
the case to the satisfaction (I hope) of our respective clients.  
 
  In my experience, Mr. Cahill has the knowledge, skill and temperament to 
make an excellent Circuit Court Judge.  Although I will miss having Mr. Cahill as 
opposing counsel, I know that our judiciary will be well-served with him on the bench.  
 
  I urge this Committee to approve of Mr. Cahill’s nomination as Judge for 
the Second Circuit, State of Hawai’i. 
 
  Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
      /s/  Patricia T. Fujii 

 
      PATRICIA T. FUJII 
 



Anthony P. Takitani 
Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran 
David M. Jorgensen 

Joseph L. Wildman 
Eve M. Green 
OfCounse/ 

24 North Church Street, Suite 409 
WAILUKU, MAUl, HI 96793-2222 

(808) 242-4049 • FAX (808) 244-4021 
dave@tonyt/aw.com 

TAKITANI, AGARAN & JORGENSEN 
A Law Partnership 

June 25, 2012 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
State Capitol, Room 407 
Honolulu, HI. 96813 

Re: Nomination of Peter T. Cahill - Second Circuit Court 

Dear Senator Hee: 

This letter is being sent in support of the nomination of Peter T. 
Cahill for Judge in the Second Circuit Court. 

I've known Peter for close to 20 years, since I first moved to Maui 
and worked at the Corporation Counsel office. I've worked with him 
on some issues and against him on others and I have always been 
very impressed with his demeanor, his legal knowledge, and his 
ability to get to the bottom line in a case quickly. In all my 
dealings with Peter, he always impressed me with his ability to 
identify an issue and reach a reasonable resolution. 

Peter has always struck me as a conscientious and compassionate 
person who has the best interests of Maui at heart. He's a family 
man with a sterling reputation and, I believe, the respect of all 
of his peers in the legal field, as well as those in the general 
community. He has not only been very successful as a lawyer, but 
he has devoted a substantial amount of time to non-profits, 
selflessly helping the people of Maui in many different ways. 

I truly believe Peter has the potential to be one of the best 
judges we've had on Maui. He will give everyone a fair opportunity 
to be heard on an issue while at the same time keeping control of 
his courtroom in a professional manner. It may be cliche, but it 
is very true with Peter - I believe he would have a great "judicial 
temperament" and a perfect disposition to be a fine judge. 

I consider Peter to have the highest level of integrity and I have 
no hesitation in whole-heartedly requesting your favorable 
consideration and support of his nomination to be the next Second 
Circuit Court judge. Please let me know if you would like any 
additional information. 

Sincerely, . 

", ,', (\fI1~/ ~' ~¥i-~~if i(Y-B:/dJLJ4\ 
DAVI M. J GE~SEN'\ 
Dave/Letters/GeneraVSena .' r Clayton Hee (06·25·12) 



From: Edquon Lee
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: JC1 - Peter Cahill
Date: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 1:29:21 PM

Committee on Judiciary and Labor
Hearing Date: June 26, 2012
Hearing Time: 11:00am
 
To whom it may concern:
 
I’ve had a number of cases with Peter Cahill over the past 20 years. He has always been well
prepared and diligent in the representation of his clients. His demeanor is excellent even
under difficult circumstances. He has always been fair and reasonable in handling
disagreements that arise during litigation.
 
I believe he would be an excellent circuit court judge.
 
Sincerely,
 
Edquon Lee 
Lyons, Brandt, Cook & Hiramatsu 
1800 Davies Pacific Center 
841 Bishop Street, Suite 1800 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
808-524-7030 phone 
808-533-3011 fax
ELEE@LBCHLAW.COM
 
PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
The information in this electronic mail is intended for the named recipient(s) only. It may
contain privileged and/or confidential matter. Dissemination, distribution or copying of this
e-mail or the information herein by anyone other than the intended recipient, or an employee
or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, is prohibited. If you
have received this electronic mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying
to this electronic e-mail or by collect call to (808) 524-7030.  Do not disclose the contents to
anyone, destroy any copies, and delete it from your computer system. Thank you for your
cooperation.
 
 

mailto:elee@lbchlaw.com
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From: H McCord
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: Judicial Selection Commission Nominee-Peter T. Cahill
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 4:00:03 PM

My name is Helen McCord. I have been a resident of Maui, Hawaii since 1968. I live in Kula
and I am the owner of the Kula Botanical Garden. I am writing to you in reference to the
appointment of Peter T. Cahill for Judicial Selection to the Circuit Court of the Second
Circuit, State of Hawaii.
I have known Peter for 15 plus years. My first experience was when he represented my
grandmother. He was very professional and attentive to our needs. It was my first time
needing legal counsel and he explained clearly what my rights and legal needs were and how
we needed to proceed. We found a common ground in that our families had lived in New
York. Subsequently, we served on the Board of Maui Youth, and Family Services, Inc. Peter
was the chairman for several years and lead the board through a difficult time of restructuring
that I believed saved the organization. Peter is knowledgeable, fair, well spoken, and
compassionate when the need is there. He is a devoted family man and proud of his
daughter's achievements. Peter takes his commitments seriously and attends all meetings that
are possible as well as other activities that being a board member requires.
I am honored to call him a friend and fully endorse Peter T. Cahill as a candidate for this
important job.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Helen McCord
Kula Botanical Garden, Inc.
638 Kekaulike Avenue
Kula, Maui, HI 96790
Bus: 808-878-1715
Home: 808-878-6455

mailto:kbgmaui@yahoo.com
mailto:JDLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov


Peter T. Cahill 
Licensed In HI, NJ & NY 

June 21, 2012 

CAHILL & O'NEILL 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

2233 Vineyard Street, Suite D 
Wailuku, Maul, Hawaii 96793 

Telephone: (808) 244-6929 Fax: (808) 244-9643 
EMail: vineyardjmo@hawaii.rr.com 

Committee on JUdiciary and Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 

John M. O'Neill 
Licensed In HI & MA 

Measure: Submitting for consideration and confirmation to 
the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, State of 
Hawaii, Judicial Selection Commission Nominee, 
PETER T. CAHILL, for a term of ten years. 

Hearing: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 at 11:00 AM 

Dear Chairman Hee and Vice Chair Shimabukuro: 

I write in support of confirmation to the Circuit 
Court of the Second Circuit, State of Hawaii, Judicial 
Selection Commission Nominee, Peter T. Cahill, for a term 
of ten years. 

I have had the good fortune of being Peter Cahill's 
law partner in Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii for the past fifteen 
years. Understanding that my long association with Peter 
Cahill speaks for itself, I will be brief. 

To my personal observation, and throughout our 
association, Peter Cahill has consistently demonstrated 
good judgment, intelligence, patience, fairness and open
mindedness. I believe that he would make an excellent 
Circuit Court Judge. Thank you for considering my 
testimony. 



Committee on Judiciary & Labor 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 

1099 Alakea Street 
Suite 1800 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

June 24, 2012 

Re: Peter Cahill, nominee for Circuit Court of the Second Circuit 
Hearing: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 
Time: 11 am 
Place: Conference Room 016, State Capitol, 415 South Beretania Street 

Dear Senator Hee, 

I am a partner in the law firm of Goodsill, Anderson, Quinn & Stifel, and have practiced in the 
area of civil litigation in Hawaii since 1984. It has been my pleasure to have known Peter Cahill 
since shortly after he started practicing law in Hawaii in 1989. I wholeheartedly recommend 
Peter as a capable, ethical, and trustworthy person and an excellent nominee for the Second 
Circuit Court. 

Attorneys representing Plaintiffs and attorneys representing Defendants do not always get along 
well. We each strive to represent our clients zealously and sometimes disagreements arise. Over 
the years, I have represented a number of Defendants sued by Peter on behalf of his injured 
clients. Peter and I have frequently disagreed on the merits of the cases and factual, legal and 
evidentiary issues that arise during the litigation process. However, he has approached all 
disagreements in a courteous and professional manner. Peter knows how to disagree without 
being disagreeable. In my opinion, he has been a model of the ideals stated in Hawaii's 
Guidelines of Professional Courtesy and Civility 

Peter has also demonstrated a keen sense of empathy and an ability to analyze and come to fair 
and just conclusions. He has a calm demeanor and a good sense of humor. Peter actually seems 
to enjoy the litigation process. He is always well prepared and represents his clients well. 

As a member of the Bar who frequently has litigation matters in the Second Circuit Court on 
Maui, I strongly encourage the Committee and the Senate to confirm Peter Cahill's nomination. 
The Bar and the Judiciary would be fortunate to have him serve in that position. 

Please let me know if additional information is needed. 

S7~/UI~C 
Patricia M. NaPier 



Richard Kiefer 

KIEFER & GARNEAU LLC 
A Limited Liability Law Company 

www.kiefergarneau.com Greg Garneau 

Direct Dial (808) 87 I -60 I 6 
Email: jodieyasuda@hawaii.rr.com 

June 20,2012 

Via Email 
Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S. 1. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

Re: JCI - IN SUPPORT of confirmation of Gubernatorial Nominee Peter T. 
Cahill to the Second Circuit Court 

Dear Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee: 

Please permit me to take this opportunity to express my complete and humble 
support of the nomination of Peter T. Cahill to the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial 
Circuit. In the early 1990s, I was employed as a Judicial Assistant with the Fifth Circuit 
Court where I first met Mr. Cahill in his professional capacity as a litigator. In all of my 
dealings with him, he was courteous, polite and respectful. As an attorney in court, Mr. 
Cahill demonstrated his excellent legal skills as well as his capacity for fairness, 
compassion and empathy. 

Upon moving to the island of Maui I have had the pleasure to reacquaint myself 
with Mr. Cahill and found that he has continued to maintain a well-deserved reputation as 
a highly regarded attorney who is also described by his peers as an "all around nice 
guy." He truly is an excellent selection who will be a great addition to our Circuit Court. 

Accordingly, I strongly urge you to confirm the nomination of Peter T. Cahill. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Yours truly, 

~·f. 

~ie E. Yasuda 
Office Manager 



From: Gordon Stewart
To: JDLTestimony
Cc: ""senhee@capitol.hawaii.gov.""@smtp2.pauspam.net
Subject: Nomination of Peter Cahill for Second Circuit Court Judge / Hearing June 26, 2012
Date: Monday, June 25, 2012 9:12:19 AM

Aloha Senators:
 
It is with great pleasure that I want to submit this testimony on behalf of Peter Cahill for his
nomination as a Second Circuit Judge.  I am a Past President of the Maui County Bar Association
and former outer island representative to the HSBA.  I am familiar with the criteria used by the
HSBA when evaluating a nominee’s fitness which is how I would like to begin my testimony:
 

1)      Integrity and Diligence:  I can only give Peter the highest praise as a member of the bar
who has a reputation of integrity and diligence in handling client matters and dealing
with other lawyers.  This has been true in  all of my dealings with him.

2)      Legal Knowledge and Ability:   I have litigated cases as opposing counsel, he has served
as a CAP arbitrator in cases where I was representing one of the litigants and I have
consulted with him on complicated legal issues.  Peter has an excellent grasp of the
issues and I would rate his legal knowledge and ability as extremely high.

3)      Professional Experience:  Peter has a high level of professional experience in civil legal
matters which regularly come before a circuit court judge.  For a number of years he
has been an excellent presenter in the annual CAP Arbitrators Workshop conducted by
the Second Circuit Court instructing the CAP arbitrators.

4)      Judicial Temperament;   Peter is even tempered, objective and pragmatic.  My
interaction and contact with him has been on matters where he has represented both
Plaintiffs and Defendants.  He has exhibited strong attributes of fairness, understanding,
impartiality and patience which are the fundamentals of a good judicial temperament. 

5)      Financial Responsibility:  I am unaware of any financial issues;

6)      Public Service:  I know he is generous with his time in giving pro-bono advice.

7)      Health:  I am aware that he is an energetic and active person; 

 
My law practice started on the mainland in 1974 and I have practiced in State and Federal
Courts in a variety of matters from criminal law, family practice and various other areas of
civil litigation.  I have appeared in front of numerous Judges over the years giving me
insight into what our community needs from a Judge.  I have also done a good amount of
administrative law and served as a Mediator and Arbitrator.   I have evaluated a number of
judicial appointments over the years.

mailto:gordy@gstewartlaw.com
mailto:JDLTestimony@capitol.hawaii.gov
mailto:""senhee@capitol.hawaii.gov.""@smtp2.pauspam.net


 
Appointing the right judge benefits our community in so many different ways which makes
your decision very important to our community.  Peter Cahill is an outstanding nominee
who has the ability not just to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of the position but to
excel as a Second Circuit Judge.
 
It gives me great pleasure to highly recommend Peter Cahill as a Second Circuit Court
Judge.  He will be a fine addition to our Hawaii Judiciary.  Thank you for allowing me to
testify about this important Judicial matter.
 
 
Mahalo,
 
Gordy Stewart
 
 
Gordon W. Stewart
Stewart Law Offices
120 Hana Hwy #4
Paia, Maui, Hawaii
Mailing Address:
   PO Box 791980
   Paia HI 96779
Phone (808) 243-9000
Fax (808) 243-9095
E-mail gordy@gstewartlaw.com
 
 
CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION:  This message is intended only for the use of the designated recipient named above.  This message
may be an attorney-client communication and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure
under applicable law.  If  the reader of this message is not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering the message to
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this document in error, and that any review, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If  you have received this message in error, please notify us immediately by
telephone (808) 243-9000 and return the original message to us or by e-mailing us at gordy@gstewartlaw.com.                         Thank you,
Stewart Law Offices.
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From: Chris Bouslog
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: Nominee Peter T. Cahill
Date: Friday, June 22, 2012 4:45:36 PM

Hearing Date:    June 26, 2012
Time:                     11:00 a.m.
 
Dear Senators Hee & Shimabukuro:
 
This is written to urge that Peter Cahill be confirmed to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 
 
I have practiced law since 1982, first as a Deputy Public Defender on Oahu for six plus years and
then in civil litigation for more than 23 years.   
 
I have had the distinct privilege of having practiced against Mr. Cahill on several occasions.  He is
fair and honest and he practices at the highest level of competence, exhibiting extremely high
levels of legal and analytic abilities.  He is deliberative and calm and communicates in plain and
direct language.   The aspect of his character that is most impressive from a civil litigator is that he
is also an uncommonly good listener. 
 
He will be a fully informed and knowledgeable judge who is focused, diligent and dedicated.  He is
fundamentally fair and compassionate.  He is a good person.    
 
I strongly support his confirmation.  He will make a significant contribution to the Judiciary, the
State of Hawai’i and our way of life.    
 
Very truly yours,
 
   
 

Chris Bouslog

Law Offices of Chris Bouslog
4 Waterfront Plaza, Suite 480
500 Ala Moana Boulevard
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
(808)550-4995
 

mailto:Chris@csbhawaiilaw.com
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June 21, 2012 
 
 
To The Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 
 
 
 
It is my privilege to write a letter of recommendation for Mr. Peter Cahill to serve as a 
judge on Maui’s Second Circuit Court. 
 
I have known Mr. Cahill for almost seven years as he has been the President of the Board 
of Directors for Maui Youth and Family Services, Inc. for several years and is currently 
the Vice President of the Board of Directors for the Tri-Agencies of Aloha House, Inc., 
Maui Youth and Family Services, Inc. and Malama Family Recovery Center.   
 
Mr. Cahill has been wonderful to work with and possesses a very high standard of 
professionalism.  As a board member, his professionalism extends not only to his 
relationship with other board members and administrative directors, but with each and 
every employee.  He is always pleasant and takes time to acknowledge others which has 
earned him everyone’s respect and support.  He is genuinely thoughtful and considerate 
and fully participates in agency functions which include annual fundraisers. 
 
What sets Mr. Cahill apart from others is his absolute cooperation and commitment.   
He communicates well with others and retains a calm demeanor.  Mr. Cahill is always 
willing to show genuine empathy towards others and has a willingness to listen without 
ever being judgmental.   He is an honest and caring person that I have come to truly 
admire. 
 
I highly recommend Mr. Peter Cahill to serve as a judge on Maui’s Second Circuit Court.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen Laborte, Accountant 
Aloha House, Inc., Maui Youth and Family Services, Inc., Malama Family Recovery Center 
808-579-8414, x8107 
 



June 22, 2012 
 
Chair Clayton Hee 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813 
 

RE: JC 1 - In support of confirmation of Peter Cahill to the Second Circuit Court 
 
Dear Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee: 
 
It is with great pleasure and earnestness that I  fully support the nomination of Peter Cahill to the 
Second Circuit Court.  Mr. Cahill has been an attorney for nearly thirty years and has a well 
deserved reputation for being smart, hard working and professional.  He has a wonderful 
personality and is one who is positive, easy to work with and has strong work ethics. Mr. Cahill 
is also actively involved in the community and has served unselfishly on the board of Maui 
Youth and Family Services for many years.   He is also a family man, is very supportive of his 
wife and is a terrific father, having raised a wonderful daughter.  
 
As a Detective with the Maui Police Department for many years, I feel that I am a fairly good 
judge of character and Mr. Cahill’s character is above reproach.  He will take his duties as judge 
seriously and will perform them judiciously and with fairness.  He has always struck me as one 
that  is passionate about the law, and has a depth of knowledge that often surprises me only 
because he can be so modest.   
 
There is no doubt in my mind that he will make a wonderful jurist.  And I urge you to confirm 
him to the Second Circuit Court.  Accordingly I strongly urge you to confirm the nomination of 
Peter Cahill.  Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Wendell Loo 



From: Daryl Selman
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: Peter Cahill
Date: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 3:10:00 PM

I am writing to express my unqualified support for Peter Cahill as a judge for the Second Circuit
Court. I have known Mr. Cahill for over ten years and worked closely with him as President of the
board of directors for Maui Youth and Family Services and most recently as a board member of our
3 agency partnership. I know Peter to be a caring and compassionate person, but also willing to
make the right decision even when that decision is a difficult one. He is highly intelligent, ethical
and open minded. I hope the committee will confirm his nomination.
 
Daryl Selman LMFT, LCSW
Aloha House
Maui Youth and Family Services
Malalma Family Recovery Center
808-579-8414 ext 8103
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From: Bill McKeon
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: PETER T. CAHILL CONFIRMATION
Date: Sunday, June 24, 2012 9:18:07 AM

Dear Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Committee Members,

Our firm strongly support the nomination of PETER T. CAHILL to the Circuit Court of the
Second Circuit Court.

For the past 20 years, we have had the opportunity to observe and interact with Mr. Cahill
professionally and in the community.   Mr. Cahill is known and respected professionally for
his keen intellect, as well as his integrity, temperament, thoroughness, diligence and
professionalism.  Mr. Cahill’s dedication to public service and the community is exemplary.

For these reasons, our firm endorses the nomination of Mr. Cahill as a Circuit Court Judge
of the Second Circuit.

Thank you for consideration.

William M. McKeon

MCKEON IMLAY MEHLING

A Limited Liability Law Company

2145 Kaohu Street, Suite 203

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793

p. 808.242.6644 | f. 808.244.9775

www.mimhawaii.com

bill@mimhawaii.com

 

This message is intended solely for the addressee(s) named above. Its contents may be
PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL and PROTECTED from disclosure. If you are not the
intended recipient, any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying of this message or its
contents is prohibited.  If you have received this message by mistake, please notify the sender
immediately by reply e-mail or by collect telephone call and delete this e-mail.
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Keith K. Hiraoka 
P.O. Box 26048 

Honolulu, HI 96825-1053 
(808) 203-6303 

June 24,2012 

The Honorable Clayton Hee, Chair 
The HonorableMaileS.L.Shimabukuro. Vice Chair 
Hawai'i Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
IDLtestimony@capitol.hawaiLgov 

Re: Peter T. Cahill 

Senator Hee, Senator Shimabukuro, and members of the Committee: 

I enthusiastically support the Judicial Selection Commission's nomination of 
Peter T. Cahill as a judge for the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 

I have practiced law in Hawai'i since 1983, concentrating in civil litigation. I have 
had several cases in which Mr. Cahill was opposing counsel and I have the deep
est respect for his intellect, judgment and personal integrity. His experience as a 
trial lawyer on both sides (he was an insurance defense attorney in New Jersey 
before moving to Hawai'i) will allow him to bring a very balanced view oflitiga
tion to the bench. And he has an excellent judicial demeanor - I have never seen 
him to be anything but calm and courteous. 

I believe having Mr. Cahill as a circuit court judge will enhance the Judiciary and 
reinforce the public's confidence in our judicial system. Thank you for allowing 
me to express my support for Mr. Cahill's appointment. 

Very truly yours, 

emc: Peter T. Cahill 



RICHARD K. MINATOYA 
P. O. Box 1366 

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793 

TESTIMONY BEFORE 
THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND LABOR 

ON 
JC I - CONFIRMATION OF 

PETER T. CAHILL 
JUDGE, CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND CIRCUIT 

The Honorable Clayton Hee 
Chair 
The Honorable Maile S.L. Shimabukuro 
Vice Chair 
and Members 
Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 

Chair Hee, Vice Chair Shimabukuro and Members of the Committee on Judiciary and Labor: 

I STRONGLY SUPPORT the continnation of PETER T. CAHILL as Judge of the Circuit 
Court of the Second Circuit. I have the pleasure of knowing Mr. Cahill for several years, and had 
the privilege of working with him on a couple of cases while I was in private practice. I also had 
the opportunity to seek his advice while he served on the Mentor Panel of the Court Annexed 
Arbitration Program. 

Mr. Cahill possesses all of the qualities needed to be an excellent judge. He has a keen 
legal mind. He has common sense, patience, fairness and a good sense of justice. His experience 
in civil law wiH also add diversity to the bench in the Second Circuit. His nomination is a good 
choice for the Second Circuit. 

For these reasons, I request that the committee RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION ofMr. 
Cahill's appointment to the full Senate. Thank you very much for the opportunity to provide this 
testimony. 



From: Ricky C. Uedoi
To: JDLTestimony
Subject: Support letter for Peter Cahill
Date: Thursday, June 21, 2012 6:09:36 PM

To whom it may concern,
I am writing this letter in support of the selection of Peter Cahill to serve as Judge on the Second
Circuit Court bench.  I have known Peter for years after having the opportunity to have met him
while my oldest daughter and his daughter attended school together and taking swimming lessons
together.
 
Peter is such an excellent selection to fill the vacancy.  He is a person of high moral character, a
family man and such a great communicator and friend.  I have no doubt that he will serve this
capacity with integrity and his decision will be based upon facts and in the best interest to the case
at hand.  He definitely will be fair and he will take the time to hear all the facts before rendering a
fair and impartial decision.
 
Should you have any follow up questions regarding my letter of support  for Peter Cahill, please feel
free to contact me.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to voice my support for Peter. 
 
Sincerely,
Ricky Uedoi
(808) 870-9839
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Measure:     Submitting for consideration and 
confirmation to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit, 
State of Hawaii, Judicial Selection Commission Nominee, 
PETER T. CAHILL, for a term of ten years.  
 
NOTICE OF 
HEARING 
DATE:  

Tuesday, June 
26, 2012  

TIME:  11:00 AM  
PLACE:  Conference 

Room 016  
State Capitol  
415 South 
Beretania Street  

 

This letter is to express strong support for the confirmation of Peter T. Cahill to the Circuit Court of the 

Second Circuit in the State of Hawaii. 

I originally became acquainted with Peter Cahill through his volunteer work in the Maui community, 

which has been extensive.  Peter has been an advocate for helping families in Maui for the decade I have 

known him.    

Additionally, I have had occasions to seek Peter’s advice on several personal legal matters that ranged 

from copyright concerns to very personal family matters.  Peter has always been generous in his time, 

even when I knew he was busy with more pressing matters.  He always took the time to listen and help 

me without charge, as my questions were always of a general nature where I just needed some 

guidance.  Peter could have chosen to not take the time, as I know he is a busy man.  But that is not the 

manner that Peter conducts himself, nor his business.   

My experience with Peter demonstrates that he possesses a unique wisdom, character and courage for 

proper inquiry and that he provides judgment that is fair and balanced.  He seeks to see all sides of a 

situation with an open mind and heart, and then mindfully offer his decision and leadership once the 

facts are presented and carefully considered.  Peter has the strength to make a strong decision and 

stand firmly by it. 

In my opinion there is not a more appropriate person to be named  judge of the Circuit Court of the 

Second Circuit in the State of Hawaii. 

 

Robin G. Pilus 
40 Ohia Lehua Place 
Makawao, HI   96768 
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VlA FACSIMILE #1 -800-586-6659 

The Honorable Clayton Hee 

E-rD;IU C&kf@croninfried.com 
www.croninfric:d.com 

June 22, 2012 

Chair, Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii Stnte Cnpitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu. Hawaii 96813 

Re: Consideration and Conftrmation to the Circuit Court of the 
Second Circuit DS Circuit Judge, Hawaii Judicial Selection 
Commission Nominee PETER T. CAHILL. for n term often years 
Committee Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hearing Tuesday. June 26. 2012 
Time 11 :00 a.m. 
Place Conference Room 016 

Dear Chairman Hee and Members of the Senate Comminee on Judiciary and Labor: 

DcniIa K H.. lCaWllt:lci!1 
Howud G. Md'henon 
l;ou~ E. O~k 
Bri~n 1: Tom. 
Orq:oty Y. P. Tom 

I write this letter in support of the consideration and confinnation of Peter Cahill's 
nomination to be appointed a Circuit Court Judge for the Second Circuit (Maui County) for a ten 
year term. I am an attorney licensed in Hawaii since 1968, and concentrating on litigation 
matters. Peter Cahill is an excellent choice. I have known Mr. Cahill since shortly after he was 
admitted to the Hawaii State Bar in 1989. Over the twenty-three years I have known him, I have 
had occasion to mediate cases in which he was counsel for one of the parties (usually for the 
plaintiffs). In nddition, I. per.;onally. and our finn generally have frequently referred potential 
cases to him when they involve Maui County litigants. We have every confidence in him. 

In my experience. Mr. Cahill is a most able trial lawyer who represents his clients at the 
highest level. He is an excellent advocate. never loses sight of their interests, is reasonable, and 
always exhibits civility to opposing counsel and witnesses. 
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The Honorable Clayton Hee 
Chair, Senate Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
June 22, 2012 
Page 2 

; 808-536-2073 

In addition, Mr. Cahill bas excellent legal analytical skills and is able to quickly get to the 
core or "heart" of a legal problem. He writes very wen. is even tempered, and exhibits excellent 
judgment. His integrity and ethics are of the highest level. 

In my opinion, Mr. Cahill will be an excellent trial judge, and I enthusiastically support 
consideration and confinnation afhis nomination to the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. 

Very truly yours, 
, 

DLF;jy 

# 21 2 
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Telephone: (8011249-8968 
Facsimile: (8031249-0155 

MATTHEW S. KOHM 
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW 

Via Facsimile Only to 586-6659 
Honorable Senator Clayton Hee. Chair 

June 25. 2012 

Honorable Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
c/o Sargent at Arms 
Committee on Judiciary and Labor 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 016 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Judicial Applicant Peter T. Cahill, Esq. 
Circuit Coun of the Second Circuit 
DATE: Tuesday, June 16, 2012 
TIME: 11:00 AM 

Honorable Senators Clayton Hee, Maile S.L. Shimabukuro 
and Members of the Senate Judiciary & Labor Committee: 

Pag. 2 of 3 6I;!5120128:43 

I am writing thi s letter in support of Peter T. Cahill's nomination to be a judge in 
the Circuit Court of the Second Circuit. I will also be available to testify at the hearing on this 
nomination. 

1 urge the Legislature to approve Peter T. Cahill as a Second Circuit Court judge, 
and add this fine person to the bench. Mr. Cahill has shown a dedication to the law and public 
service, and done so in a manner that display the high qualities, characteristics and personality 
required. of a Circuit Court Judge. He is a hard worker, he knows the law and procedure, he is 
compassionate, and he can make timely decisions. Mr. Cahill is a thoughtful and deliberative 
person that can address the special needs faced by the type of cases and matters coming before 
the Circuit Court. He is a respected member of the Bar, commands a well deserved respect 
among his peers, and has excelled in providing legal service to our community and state. 

r have been attorney for almost nineteen years, sixteen + of those on MauL I know 
Mr. Cahill well as an adversary, arbitrator, an attorney, and as a colleague because we both 
served as Maw Grand Jury Counsel. Mr. Cahill and I have been opposing counsel in civil cases 
(when I was handling insurance defense). He has also been my arbitrator in several Court 
Annexed Arbitration cases, and also a few private mediation cases, where both parties selected 
Mr. Cahill to conduct the proceeding. I have the utmost respect for his legaJ skills, demeanor, 
and composure, and 1 would submit that to have such respect from colleagues, is a fine trait 
which reveals this person's potential as a judge. 

As civil triaJ attorney, Mr. Cahill has handled complex civil cases involving tort, 
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LAW OFFICES OF MA ITHEW S. KOHM 

Honorable Clayton Bee and 
Members of/he Senate Judiciary & Labor Committee 
June 25. 2012 
Pase2 

insurance, and other disputes. He has done so on behalf of plaintiffs and defendants. He served a 
year as Maw Grand lUI)' Counsel, providing legal advice to the grand jurors in felony cases 
sought to be initiated by the Prosecutor's Office. Mr. Cahill did insurance defense work for 
Hawaiian Insurance Guarantee ("HIG"). He is one of the few Maui attorneys that Honolulu 
attorneys will readily agree to use as a mediator, or arbitrator in a binding arbitration. Mr. Cahill 
is well versed on issues of evidence and procedure, which would be essentiaHy the same for any 
type of case coming before the court. He also has a keen intellect and strong people skills, from 
which the court will benefit. 

Mr. Cahill's demonstrated legal abilities show he is extremely qualified to sit as a 
judge in Circuit Court. His background as a seasoned trial attorney shows that he would be a 
quick study and has the capabilities 10 understand and judge all matters that will come before the 
circuit court.. 

It is my humble opinion that the Governor (albeil untimely) and our Judicial 
Selection Corrunittee selected an extremely qualified attorney to join the Maui bench. and I 
would urge our Legislature to approve the nomination at the earliest. 

YOU~jVL;L~Y'r-__________ __ 

~l 
MA lTHEW S. KOHM (Bar ID 6103) 

ee: 
Ene: 
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June 25, 2012 

HONOLULU DIUCT 153fl-7d74 

CLlIYTON HEE 
Chairman. Judiciary & Labor committee 
HlIWlIII STlITE SENlITE 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Honolulu , Hawaii 96 813 

Re : NOMINATION OF PETER T. CAHILL 

BY ..... .. O' .. TI"III:NT ONLY 

VIA FACSIMILE 
(586-7334 ) 

Hearing date : June 26, 2012 , 11:00 a .m .. 

Dear Senator Hee: 

I write in support of Peter T. Cahill f or the Circuit 

Court of the Second Circuit judicial nomination. 

I have had the privilege of working wi t h Mr. Cahill on 

a number of matters. He i s extremely intelligent, well 

versed in the law , rules of evidence, rules of procedure, 

and, without a doubt , will be an excel lent judge . 

Mr. Cahill is someone who gives selflessly in our 

profession. He has represented both plaintiffs and 

defendants . He has done pro bono work and non-profit work. 

He has been an a rbitrator and mediator . I have had first-

hand experience with Mr. Cahill's advocacy skills as well 

as his skills in alternative dispute resolution which will 

be important as he conducts settlement conferences. His 

twenty-nine year career makes him highly qualified for the 
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CLilYTON BEE 
Chairman, Judiciary & Labor Committee 
June 25, 2012 
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No. 5196 0 2 

position. The j udiciary will clearly gain one of Maui' s 

finest attorneys. 

On a personal level, Mr . Cahill is kind, compassionate 

and respectful of al l those with whom he interacts, He 

will do well with attorneys , other judges, courtroom staff, 

as well as members of the public. He is an excellent 

choice for Circuit Court. 

I have no doubt, based on my experience with Mr. 

Cahill , that he has the ability to fulfill the 

responsibilities and duties of this position . 

I ful ly support Peter T. Cahill for the nomination . 

Thank you for your consideration . 

Very sincerely, 

CYN 

CKW ; kkw 

.9: \ CKW\CAHILLLn. 
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SENT VIA FAX TO: 586.7334 

Senator Clayton Hee, Chair 
Senator Maile S.L. Shimabukuro, Vice Chair 
Committee On Judiciary and Labor 
State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Judicial Selection Commission Nominee Peter T, Cahill 
Date of Hearing: June 26, 2012 
Time of Hearing: 11:00 A.M. 

Dear Senators Hec and Shimabukuro and Committee Members: 

I have known Peter Cahill for many years and he has always impressed me as a smart, 
skilled and compassionate litigator. 

Mr. Cahill recently acted as a neutral arbitrator in binding arbitration involving a 
complicated personal injury claim. Mr. Cahill conducted the hearing with the utmost 
professionalism and fairness. Both sides readily accepted Mr.CahiU's decision which was well· 
reasoned, fair and reflected appropriate consideration of all the issues presented. 

It is on these bases that I strongly recommend that Mr. Cahill be confirmed as Circuit 
Court Judge. Mr. Cahill will be an excellent judge for the people of Hawaii. 

WKS:dkl 

T<'...LEP:-fONE 
(acal'21-1474 

fACS1Ml1£ 
(!0I)m·m9 
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From: James Krueger <mauswim@lava.net> 
Subject: Cahill appt 

Date: June 13, 20121 :42:50AM HST 

No.520 1 1. 2 

To: "president@hsba.org" <president@hsba.org> 
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I write from Riccione Italy where swimming in world masters 
swim champs in between races. 
I dont have a secy and cant deal with the categories 

. mentionacl. 

Suffice it to say i probably know peter better than any other 
lawyer, for over two decades as well as probably another 
one after he left Krueger & Cahill. 

Bottom line. He will be a wonderful judge. He will become 
one of the best circuit judges ever. 
Integrity of the highest order. Fairness for those he didnt 
agree with. Stability in thought and deed. Willingness to 
make people know they were equitably heard. Intellectual 
astuteness combined with realistic pragmatism. A great 
package - he can do it all. 
And for those who read this and know me, the above is 
signifcant and unusual for me to accord these kind of 
superlatives. 
There may not be any 10s, but this is a 10 choice. 
Great selection, Mr. Chief Justice. 
With aloha, I am, 
James Krueger 
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June 22, 2012 

The Honorable Clayton Hce 
Chairman, Senate judiciary Committee 
Hawai i State Capito l 
Hono lulu, Hawaii 968 13 

RE: SUPPORT for Confinnation of Peler T. Cahill 
to the Second Circuit Court 
Conunittee: 
Date: 
Time: 
Place: 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Tuesday, June 26, 2012 
II:OOam 
Conference Room 0 16 

Dear Chairman Hee and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 

Patrick 1'. McTernan 
"'-'<Iffre)' Ie. S. Koml-'Yo 
Syhia J . tuke 
~nise Ie. H. Kaw"lachi 
Ilo .... .,.'d G. MePhe1'5On 
1.l.Iura E.Ozak 
Brian T. Toma 
Grt'gOI)' Y. P. 1'0111 
Deborah A. Johnson 

I write in support o f the confinnation o f Peter T. Cahill to the Second Circuit Court, State 
of Hawaii. I am an attorney licensed in Hawaii s ince 1969. I am well acquainted with Peter 
Cahi ll 's qualifications, demeanor, ability, and conscientiousness. I have been invo lved in cases 
Mr. Cahill was involved in and he served admirably as an arbitrator in one o f those cases. 

Peter Cahill is highly qualified, competent, and able. He has served the profession well 
and would be an excellent member of our jUdiciary. His intellect,legal ability, character and 
demeanor are of the highest level. 

I would appreciate your cons iderat ion of my support for confirmation of the Jud icial 
Selection Commiss ion ' s nomination of Peter Cahi ll to the Second Circuit Court . 

A loha, 

/ 

WKK:dct 
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June 22, 201 2 

Chainnan, Senate Judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
Honolulu, Hawaii 968 13 

RE: SUPPORT for Confirmation of Peter T. Cahill 
10 the Second Circuit Court 

Dale: Tuesday, June 26, 2012 
Time: II :00 am 
Place: Conference Room 0 16 

Dear Chairman Hee and Members of the Senate judiciary Committee: 

Patrick F. McTernan 
Geoffrey K. S. Ko ml')'3. 

Syh~a J . Luke 
Denise K. H. KIIwatachi 
HO .... '3m G. McPherson 

l.aura E. O~ak 

Brian T. Toma 
Grego,)' l' , P.Tom 
Ocbc.>rah A. Johnson 

I write in SUPPORT of the nomination of Peter T. Cahill to the Second Circuit Court, 
State o f Hawaii. I am an attorney licensed in Hawaii since 1979 and am fam iliar with Peter 
Cahi ll 's qualifications to sit as a Judge of the Second Circuit Court. 

I first met Peter Cahi ll when he was an attorney with the Krueger law office on the island 
ofMaui where he subsequently became a partner before estab lishing his own law office. Peter 
Cahill was an active member of the Hawaii Associat ion for Justice (formerly Consumer Lawyers 
of Hawaii). I have also been an active member and became familiar with his legal ability and 
integrity over the years. Peter Cahill and I have served on the Board of the Hawaii Association 
fo r Justice together and have participated in association activities. I have personal knowledge of 
Peter Cahill ' s profess ional abilit ies and his reputation as a trial lawyer. 

Peter Cahill brings with him 30 years of experience at a high level of civi l litigation. II is 
not just the length of his tenure as a trial lawyer but also the quality of his pract ice Ihat 
distinguishes him from the average lawyer. He is to be commended for his willingness to 
sacrifice his private practice at the peak of his career to give back to the profession by entering 
public service. I totally support Peter Cahi ll 's nomination and ask for your favorable 
consideration for his appo intment as a judge of the Second Circuit Court o f the State of Hawaii. 



The Honorable Clayton Hee 
Chairman, Senate judiciary Committee 
Hawaii State Capito l 
June 22, 20 12 
Page 2 

Thank you for this opportunity to testifY in support of Peter Cahill ' s appointment to the 
Hawaii Supreme Court . Please feci free to contact me should you have any questions or desire 
additional information. 

Very truly yours, 

Bert S. Sakuda 

BSS:sb 
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June 21, 2012 

RE: Letter of Support for Mr. Peter cahill 

I am writing this letter in support of Attorney Peter cahill's nomination 
as a Circuit Court Judge 

Mr. Cahill is a community leader, mentor, and friend. He has a 
reputation as a "'service" leader and has always availed himself to the 
non~profit sector. Specifically, as a champion for youth development 
and the Boys & Girls Clubs with his pro-bono work and his Willingness 
to advise us on many topics to ensure that every child In Maul has a 
safe place to learn and grow. 

Mr. Peter Cahill has demonstrated to be a fair, upfront, and even
handed individual that the entire community respects. The Hawaii 
Judicial system will benefit greatly with this confirmation. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

Colin Hanlon 
Chief Professional Officer 
808-242-4363 x222 
collnh@bgcmauLorg 

Boys & GIrls Clubs of Maul, Inc. 
100 KanaJoa Avenue, Kahului, Hawaii 96732 
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