ACT 227

ACT 227 H.B. NO. 1411

A Bill for an Act Relating to Registration of Vehicles.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that more than eight thousand ve-
hicles are abandoned in Hawaii every year. In 2019, four thousand seven hun-
dred abandoned vehicles were reported on Oahu, one thousand eight hundred
abandoned vehicles were reported on Maui, 1,620 abandoned vehicles were re-
ported on Hawaii island, and nine hundred abandoned vehicles were reported
on Kauai. These abandoned vehicles are an eyesore in communities, harmful to
the environment, and a financial burden to the counties. The legislature further
finds that, as a result of fraud occurring at the vehicle title transfer level, there
is an ongoing issue with locating the proper owner of a vehicle that has been
abandoned.

The purpose of this Act is to more accurately track motor vehicle owner-
ship by:

(1) Requiring that the transferee’s and transferor’s address be provided
on the certificate of ownership when the title to a motor vehicle is
transferred;

(2) Clarifying that the signature of the transferee and signature of the
transferor each serve as an attestation by that respective party as to
the validity of the information on the certificate of ownership; and

(3) Imposing a fine on any person who provides false or fraudulent
information.

SECTION 2. Section 286-52, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by
amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

“(a) Upon a transfer of the title or interest of a legal owner in or to
a vehicle registered under this part, the person whose title or interest is to be
transferred and the transferee shall write their signatures with pen and ink upon
the certificate of ownership issued for the vehicle, together with the [address] ad-

dresses of the person whose title or interest is to be transferred and the transferee
in the appropriate [space] spaces provided upon the certificate. The signature
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of the person whose title or interest is to be transferred and signature of the
transferee shall each serve as an attestation by that respective party that the in-
formation provided on the certificate is correct. Any person who provides false
or fraudulent information under this subsection shall be fined no less than $500
and no more than $1,000.”

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed and strick-
en. New statutory material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2023.
(Approved June 27, 2022.)
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