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ACT 151 S.B. NO. 2548 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Landowners' Liability. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Findings and purpose. The legislature finds that encouraging 
the public to engage in recreational activities makes for healthier citizens and allows 
everyone to enjoy Hawaii's natural resources. In 1969, when the legislature enacted 
chapter 520, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to encourage wider access to lands and waters 
for hunting, fishing, and other activities, the intent was to make access easier and 
limit landowners' liability. 

The purpose of this Act is to clarify the liability of an owner of land so that a 
landowner whose land is being accessed in order to reach property used for 
recreational purposes would also have limited liability, where the access is required 
by the county or state. 

SECTION 2. Section 520-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read as 
follows: 

"[[]§520-4[]] Liability of owner limited. _W_ Except as specifically recog­
nized by or provided in section 520-6, an owner of land who either directly or 
indirectly invites or permits without charge any person to use such property for 
recreational purposes does not thereby: 

(1) Extend any assurance that the premises are safe for any purpose.
(2) Confer upon such person the legal status of an invitee or licensee to

whom a duty of care is owed.
(3) Assume responsibility for or incur liability for any injury to person or

property caused by an act of omission or commission of such persons.
(b) An owner of land who is required or compelled to provide access or

parking for such access through or across the owner's property because of state or 
county land use, zoning, or planning law, ordinance, rule, ruling, or order, to reach 
property used for recreational purposes, shall be afforded the same protection as to 
such access, including parking for such access, as an owner of land who invites or 
permits any person to use that owner's property for recreational purposes under 
subsection (a)." 

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New statutory 
material is underscored. 
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SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

(Approved June 12, 1996.) 
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