ACT 119

ACT 119 H.B. NO. 3201

A Bill for an Act Relating to Voter Registration.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:
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SECTION 1. Section 11-17, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by
amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

“(a) The clerk, not later than 4:30 p.m. on the sixtieth day after every gen-
eral election, shall remove the name of any registered voter who did not vote [in
the election if the person also did not vote in the preceding primary election] in
that general election, and also did not vote in the primary election preceding that
general election, and also did not vote in the previous general election, and also
did not vote in the primary election preceding that general election, and also did
not vote in the regularly scheduled special elections held in conjunction with
those primary and general elections, if any, with the exception of:

f(1) Those who voted in the special election for election of members of
the board of trustees of the office of Hawaiian affairs held in con-
junction with the general election; '

(2)] (1) Those who submitted written requests for absentee ballots as
provided in section 15-4; or

[(3)] (2) Anyone who preregistered pursuant to section 11-12(b).

If a person voted, at least once, in any of the above-mentioned elections, the per-
son’s name shall remain on the list of registered voters. For this purpose “vote”
means the depositing of the ballot in the ballot box whether the ballot is blank or
later rejected for any reason. In the case of voting machines “vote” means the
voter has activated the proper mechanism and fed the vote into the machine.

[The clerk shall remove the name of any person registered to vote in the
special election for election of members of the board of trustees of the office of
Hawaiian affairs, who did not vote in the special election, did not vote in the gen-
eral election held in conjunction with the special election, and did not vote in the
preceding primary election.]”

SECTION 2. Section 11-20, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read
as follows:

“§11-20 Transfers; name changes; initiated by clerk. (a) The clerks
shall use all reliable and pertinent information to keep the general register up to
date. The county clerks may request information from, but are not limited to, the
following sources:

(1)  The office of the lieutenant governor for any change of name;

(2) Courts for any changes of name, divorces, separations, or other

changes affecting voter status;

(3) The department of health for marriages, deaths, or other changes

affecting voter status;

(4)  Utility companies concerning commencement or changes of service;

(5) Residential apartments, cooperative apartments, and condominiums

as to changes of occupancy.
In requesting the information the clerk shall give reasonable notice and time for
furnishing the information.

(b) If the clerk has evidence indicating that a voter’s registration should be
transferred, the clerk shall notify the person by first-class mail of the intent to
transfer registration. The notification shall include:

(1) Any evidence that the clerk may have indicating why a transfer or

change should be made;

(2)  The residence, precinct, and district of the voter according to current

registration lists;

(3) Any alleged new address, precinct, and district;
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(4) A reply form which shall contain a space for the voter’s agreement
or objection to the transfer, the reasons for the objection and space
for the voter’s signature;

(5) Notice that unless the completed form is returned not later than 4:30
p-m. on the fifteenth day after mailing, the transfer shall be pro-
cessed.

(c) A voter may contest the transfer on or before election day by present-
ing evidence that the voter actually resides at the old address which, if found
valid by the clerk or the board of registration, shall entitle the voter to be returned
to the old voting list.

d) Notwithstanding section 11-24, the clerk may, at any time, transfer a
voter’s registration when notice of a change of address is received by registration
affidavit or other form or means approved by the chief election officer.”

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New statutory
material is underscored. -

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved June 8, 1994.)
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