
ACT 227 

ACT 227 � H.B. NO. 539 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Adult Residential Care Homes. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION I. Section 321-15.6, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to 
read as follows: 

"§321-15.6 Adult residential care homes. (a) All adult residential care 
homes shall be licensed to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of the individuals 
placed therein; provided that the department may issue a temporary permit to 
operate an adult residential care home if an operator or applying operator is 
temporarily unable to conform to all minimum licensing standards. A temporary 
permit shall be valid for not more than six months. 

(b) The director shall adopt rules regarding adult residential care homes in
accordanc� with chapter 91 which shall be designed to: 

(1) Protect the health, safety, and civil rights of persons residing in facili­
ties regulated;

(2) Provide for the licensing of adult residential care homes; provided that
the rules shall allow group living in two categories of adult residential
care homes as licensed by the department of health: type I allowing
group living by five or fewer unrelated persons, and type II allowing
six or more persons including, but not limited to, the mentally ill,
elders, the handicapped, the developmentally disabled, or totally dis­
abled persons who are not related to the home operator or facility
staff. For purposes of this section:

"Mentally ill person" means a mentally ill person as defined 
under section 334-1. 

"Elder" means an elder as defined under section 201E-2. 
"Handicapped person" means an individual with a physical 

handicap as defined under section 515�2. 
"Developmentally disabled person" means a person with de­

velopmental disabilities as defined under section 333F-2. 
"Totally disabled person" means a person totally disabled as 

defined under section 235-1 ; 
(3) Comply with applicable federal laws and regulations of Title XVI of

the Social Security Act, as amended; and
(4) Provide penalties for the failure to comply with any rule.
(c) The department may provide for the training of and consultations [to]

with operators and staff of any facility licensed under this section, in conjunction 
with any licensing thereof, and shall adopt rules to ensure that adult residential care 
home operators shall have the needed skills to provide proper care and supervision 
in a home environment as required under department rules� [(i.e., first aid, cardio­
pulmonary resuscitation, and nutrition training as a minimum).] 
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(d) [Rules adopted under this section shall.be enforced by the director.] The
department shall establish a standard admission policy and procedure which shall 
require the provision of information that includes the appropriate medical and 
personal history of the patient as well as the level of care · needed by the patient 
prior to the patient's referral and admission to any adult residential care home 
facility. The department shall develop appropriate forms and patient summaries for 
this purpose. 

(e) The department shall maintain an inventory of all facilities licensed
under this section and shall maintain a current inventory of vacancies therein to 
facilitate the placement of individuals in such facilities.'' 

' . . . ·  ; . .

SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New statutory 
material is underscored. 

, SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

(Approved June 18, 1993.) 
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