ACT 143

ACT 143 S.B. NO. 308

A Bill for an Act Relating to the Residential Landlord-tenant Code.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii:

SECTION 1. Section 521-42, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by
amending subsection (a) to read as follows:

“(a) The landlord shall at all times during the tenancy:
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(1) Comply with all applicable [provisions of any state or county law,
code, ordinance, or regulation, noncompliance with which would have
the effect of endangering health or safety, governing maintenance,
construction, use, or appearance of the dwelling unit and the premises
of which it is a part;] building and housing laws materially affecting

~ health and safety:

(2) Keep common areas of a multi-dwelling unit premises in a clean and
safe condition;

(3) Make all repairs and arrangements necessary to put and keep the prem-
ises in a habitable condition;

(4) Maintain all electrical, plumbing, and other facilities and appliances
supplied by the landlord in good working order and condition, subject
to reasonable wear and tear;

(5) Except in the case of a single family residence, provide and maintain
appropriate receptacles and conveniences for the removal of normal
amounts of rubbish and garbage, and arrange for the frequent removal
of such waste materials; and

(6) Except.in the case of a single family residence, or where the building
is not required by law to be equipped for the purpose, provide for the
supplying of running water as reasonably required by the tenant.

Prior to the initial date of initial occupancy, the landlord shall inventory the

premises and make a written record detailing the condition of the premises and any
furnishings or appliances provided. Duplicate copies of this inventory shall be signed
by the landlord and by the tenant and a copy given to each tenant. In an action
arising under this section, the executed copy of the inventory shall be presumed to
be correct. If the landlord fails to make such an inventory and written record, the
condition of the premises and any furnishings or appliances provided, upon the
termination of the tenancy shall be rebuttably presumed to be the same as when
the tenant first occupied the premises.” .

SECTION 2. Section 521-51, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended to read
as follows:

“[[18521-51[]] Tenant to maintain dwelling unit. Each tenant shall at all

times during the tenancy:

(1) Comply with all [provisions primarily applicable to tenants of any state
or county law, code, ordinance, or regulation, noncompliance with
which would have the effect of endangering health or safety, governing
maintenance, use, or appearance of the dwelling unit and that part of
the premises which the tenant occupies and uses;] applicable building
and housing laws materially affecting health and safety;

(2) Keep that part of the premises which the tenant occupies and uses as
clean and safe as the conditions of the premises permit;

(3) Dispose from the tenant’s dwelling unit all rubbish, garbage, and other
organic or flammable waste in a clean and safe manner;

(4) Keep all plumbing fixtures in the dwelling unit or used by the tenant
as clean as their condition permits;

(5) Properly use and operate all electrical and plumbing fixtures and ap-
pliances in the dwelling unit or used by the tenant;

(6) Not permit any person on the premises with the tenant’s permission
to wilfully destroy, deface, damage, impair, or remove any part of the
premises which include the dwelling unit or the facilities, equipment,
or appurtenances thereto, nor oneself do any such thing;
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(7) Keep the dwelling unit and all facilities, appliances, furniture, and
furnishings supplied therein by the landlord in fit condition, reasonable
wear and tear excepted; and

(8) Comply with all obligations, restrictions, rules, and the like which are
in accordance with section 521-52 and which the landlord can dem-
onstrate are reasonably necessary for the preservation of the property
and protection of the persons of the landlord, other tenants, or any
other person.”

SECTION 3. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed. New statutory
material is underscored.

SECTION 4. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved June 7, 1989.)
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