
ACT 167 

ACT 167 S.B. NO. 1496-86 

A Bill for an Act Relating to Geothermal Development. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

SECTION 1. Section 205-5.1, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by 
amending subsection (d) to read as follows: 

"(d) If geothermal development activities are proposed within a conser
vation district, then, after receipt of a properly filed and completed application, 
the board of land and natural resources shall conduct a public hearing and, upon 
appropriate request, a contested case hearing pursuant to chapter 91 to 
determine whether, pursuant to board regulations, a conservation district use 
permit shall be granted to authorize the geothermal development activities 
described in the application. The board shall grant a conservation district use 
permit if it finds that the applicant has demonstrated by a preponderance of the 
evidence that: 

ill The desired uses would not have unreasonable adverse health. 
environmental. or socio-economic effects on residents or surround
ing property: and 

ill The desired uses would not unreasonably burden public agencies to 
provide roads and streets. sewers. water. drainage. and police and 
fire protection: or 

ill There are reasonable measures available to mitigate the unreason
able adverse effects or burdens referred to above. 

A decision shall be made by the board: 
ill Within six months of the date a complete application was filed if no 

contested case hearing is held: or 
ill Within nine months of the date a complete application was filed if a 

contested case hearing is held: 
provided that the time limits may be _extended by agreement between the 
applicant and the board." 
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SECTION 2. New statutory material is underscored. 

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

(Approved May 17, 1986.) 
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