ACT 286

ACT 286 S.B. NO. 1161

A Bill for an Act Relating to Attorneys’ Fees and Costs and Expenses of Litigation.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii.:

SECTION 1. Chapter 607, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is amended by adding a
new section to be appropriately designated and to read as follows:

“Sec. 607- Attorneys’ fees in civil actions. (a) In any civil action in this -
State where a party seeks money damages or injunctive relief, or both, against another
party, and the case is subsequently decided, the court may, as it deems just, assess
against either party, and enter as part of its order, for which execution may issue, a
reasonable sum for attorneys’ fees, in an amount to be determined by the court upon a
specific finding that the party’s claim was completely frivolous; provided the amount
shall not exceed twenty-five per cent of any amount originally prayed for by the party
assessed.
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(b) In determining the award of attorneys’ fees and the amounts to be awarded,
the court must find in writing that all claims made by the party are completely
frivolous and are totally unsupported by the facts and the law in the civil action.”

SECTION 2. New statutory material is underscored. *

SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect upon its approval.
(Approved June 17; 1980.)

*The text has been edited pursuant to HRS §23G-16.5, authorizing omission of the brackets, bracketed
material, and underscoring.
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