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HAWAII’S AFFIRMATIVE 
LITIGATION AGAINST THE 

FEDERAL ADMINISTRATION
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& SAFETY (5 cases)



•  Birthright Citizenship: New Jersey, et al. v. Trump, 1:25-cv-10139 (D. 
Mass)

• Challenge to birthright citizenship EO.
• EO enjoined.  On appeal to the 1st Circuit.

• Medicaid Data Sharing: California, et al. v. Dept. of Health & Human 
Services, 3:25-cv-05536 (N.D. Cal)

• Challenge to HHS’s sharing of sensitive Medicaid data with DHS.
• Preliminary injunction granted.

• SNAP Data Demand: California, et al. v. U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 1:25-cv-  
06310 (N.D. Cal.)

• Challenge to USDA demand that States turn over sensitive data for SNAP applicants 
and recipients.

• Litigation ongoing.

IMMIGRATION CASES



IMMIGRATION CASES (CONT.)

• Funding Condition: California, et al. v. U.S. Dept. of Transportation, 
1:25-cv-00208 (D.R.I.)

• Challenge to USDOT’s attempt to impose immigration enforcement condition 
on all USDOT funding. For Hawaii, this condition would impact hundreds of 
millions of dollars in federal grants to DOT.

• Preliminary injunction granted.  Briefing on cross-motions for summary 
judgment forthcoming.

• Funding Condition: Illinois, et al. v. FEMA, 1:25-cv-00206 (D.R.I.)
• Challenge to DHS’s attempt to impose broad immigration enforcement 

conditions on FY 2025 DHS and FEMA grants to states.
• Cross-motions for summary judgment pending.



“Protecting the Meaning and Value of American Citizenship,” issued on January 20, 2025:

Citizenship Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment:
 “All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the 

jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside.”

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/protecting-the-meaning-and-value-of-american-citizenship/

BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP CASE



DISTRICT COURT DECISION





Immigration Funding Condition Case Example: USDOT 
and the "Duffy Directive"











• OMB Categorical Freeze: New York, et al. v. Trump, 1:25-cv-39 (D.R.I.)
• Challenges OMB’s near-total categorical freeze on obligation and disbursement of federal 

grants following Jan. 27 directive.  At least $1 billion in federal funds to Hawaiʻi impacted.
• Preliminary injunction granted.  Two motions to enforce granted.  Appeals pending.

• Terminations: Colorado, et al. v. Dep’t of Health and Human Services, 1:25-cv-00121-
MSM/AEM (D.R.I.)

• Challenge to HHS’s termination of $11 billion in public health funding following COVID-19 
because the "COVID-19 pandemic is over."  Exposure to DOH: Approximately $89M in 
unspent funds from seven terminated grants.

• Preliminary injunction granted.  Terminations declared null and void.  Appeal pending.

• Indirect Costs: Massachusetts, et al. v. Nat’l Institutes of Health (NIH 1), 1:25-cv-10338 (D. 
Mass.)

• Challenge to the NIH’s drastic reduction in indirect costs rate, capped at 15%.  Exposure to 
UH: approximately $16.5M in funding, jeopardizing entire programs.

• Permanent injunction and final judgment in favor of States.  Appeal pending. 

FUNDING FREEZES & GRANT TERMINATIONS



• Terminations: Massachusetts, et al. v. Kennedy (NIH 2), 1:25-cv-10814 (D. Mass.)
• Challenge to the NIH's actions to terminate research grants and refuse to issue new research grants 

arising from "Secretarial Directive on DEI-Related Funding" and other directives – grants concerning 
"DEI," "transgender issues," "vaccine hesitancy," etc.  Trial on Phase One concerns terminated grants, 
phase 2 concerns delays in new grants.

• Rule 54(b) judgment entered re Phase One.  Challenged Directives violate APA, grant terminations 
void.  Trial Phase 2 concerning new grant streams pending.

• Funding Condition: New York, et al. v. Dep’t of Education, 1:25-cv-11116 (D. 
Mass)

• Challenge to the ED's effort to utilize vague certification requirements under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act (concerning race and national origin discrimination) to target alleged DEI initiatives.

• Complaint and answer filed.  Litigation ongoing.

• Terminations/Indirect Costs: New York, et al. v. Nat’l Science Foundation, 1:25-cv-
04452 (S.D.N.Y.)

• Challenge to NSF’s reduction of indirect-cost rate and termination of grants citing new NSF priorities 
that flout statutory directives to increase STEM participation by women, minorities, and people with 
disabilities.

• Indirect cost issue deemed moot after another court vacated indirect-cost directive. Preliminary 
injunction denied as to priorities directive.

FUNDING FREEZES & GRANT TERMINATIONS (CONT.)



• Education Funding Freeze: California, et al. v. McMahon, 1:25-cv-00329 (D.R.I.)
• Challenge to USDOE and OMB unlawfully freezing over $6 billion in education funding.
• Funding made available after filing of lawsuit.

• National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Funding: Washington, et al. v. U.S. Dep’. 
of Transportation, 1:25-cv-00848 (W.D. Wash.)

• Challenge to suspension of NEVI program for electric vehicle charging infrastructure. 
• Preliminary injunction granted.

FUNDING FREEZES & GRANT TERMINATIONS (CONT.)



• “Agency Priorities” Clause: New Jersey, et al. v. Office of Management and Budget, 1:25-cv-
11816 (D. Mass.)

• Challenge relating to clause in OMB regulation used to terminate thousands of grants for 
no longer effectuating agency priorities.

• Litigation ongoing.

• Education Stabilization Funds: New York, et al. v. U.S. Dep’t of Education, 1:25-cv-02990 
(S.D.N.Y.)

• Challenge to unilateral recission of extensions of time to liquidate education grant 
funds appropriated through COVID-era legislation.

• Preliminary injunction granted.

FUNDING FREEZES & GRANT TERMINATIONS (CONT.)



THE OMB CASE: CATEGORICAL FUNDING FREEZE















• Department of Education: New York, et al. v. McMahon, 1:25-cv-10601 (D. 
Mass.)

• Challenge to the dismantling of the U.S. Department of Education, including 
elimination of nearly half its workforce.

• Preliminary injunction stayed by SCOTUS.

• Department of Health & Human Services: New York, et al. v. Kennedy, 1:25-
cv-00196-MRD-PAS (D.R.I.)

• Challenge to the dismantling of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
following RIF of 10,000 full-time employees and dramatic reduction of divisions and 
regional offices.

• Preliminary injunction granted.

FEDERAL AGENCY DISMANTLING CASES & RIFs



FEDERAL AGENCY DISMANTLING CASES & RIFs
(CONT.)

• Americorp: Maryland, et al. v. Corp. for Nat’l Community Service, 1:25-cv-
01363-DLB  (D. Md.)

• Challenge to effort to terminate AmeriCorps programs, grants, and staff.
• Preliminary injunction granted.  Litigation ongoing over FY 2025 funds.

• Probationary Employees: Maryland, et al. v. U.S. Dep’t of Agriculture, 1:25-
cv-00748 (D. Md.)

• Challenge to mass termination of federal probationary employees.
• Preliminary injunction granted ordering reinstatement in plaintiff states.  Injunction 

stayed pending appeal.  Appeal ongoing.



• New York, et al. v. Trump, 25-CV-1144 (S.D.N.Y.)
• Challenge to DOGE’s access to the U.S. Treasury Department’s central payment system 

containing sensitive information, including bank account details and SSNs.
• Preliminary injunction granted, preventing DOGE from accessing Treasury Department 

payment systems; subsequently modified to allow certain DOGE affiliates to access 
following their receiving court-mandated training. Interlocutory appeal pending.

• New Mexico, et al. v. Musk, 1:25-cv-00429 (D.D.C.)
• Challenge to Elon Musk’s exercise of significant authority without being nominated 

for an office and confirmed by the Senate, as required by the Appointments Clause.
• Motion for TRO denied.  Motion to dismiss denied.  Litigation concerning 

discovery ongoing.

ILLEGAL FEDERAL AGENCY DISMANTLING CASES & RIFs
(CONT.)



• Rhode Island, et al. v. Trump, 1:25-cv-00128-JJM-AEM (D.R.I.)
• Initial challenge to implementation of EO directing closure of three agencies: the 

Institute for Museum and Library Services; Minority Business Development 
Agency; Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service.

• Preliminary Injunction granted as to IMLS, MBDA, and FMCS.  Amended 
Complaint added U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness as fourth agency. 
Briefing on motions for summary judgment ongoing.

ILLEGAL FEDERAL AGENCY DISMANTLING CASES & RIFs
(CONT.)











https://supremecourthistory.org/supreme-court-justices/



(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the non-statutory components and functions 
of the following governmental entities shall be eliminated to the maximum extent consistent with 
applicable law, and such entities shall reduce the performance of their statutory functions and 
associated personnel to the minimum presence and function required by law:

Sec. 2. Reducing the Scope of the Federal Bureaucracy.

(i) the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service;
(ii) the United States Agency for Global Media;
(iii) the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in the Smithsonian Institution;
(iv) the Institute of Museum and Library Services;
(v) the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness;
(vi) the Community Development Financial Institutions Fund; and
(vii) the Minority Business Development Agency.









• FRTs: New Jersey, et al. v. Bondi, 1:25-cv-01807-PX (D. Md.)
• Challenge regarding federal government’s settlement agreement on forced reset 

triggers (FRTs).
• Motion for preliminary injunction withdrawn following commitment by federal 

government to not return FRTs into Plaintiff States.

PROTECTING ELECTIONS, HEALTH, & SAFETY

• Reproductive Health: California, et al. v. Dep’t of Health & Human Services, 
1:25-cv-12118-IT (D. Mass.)

• Challenge to the Defund Provision in the “Big Beautiful Bill.”
• Litigation ongoing.

• Gender-Affirming Care: Massachusetts, et al. v. Trump, 1:25-cv-12162 (D. 
Mass.)

• Challenge to portion of an Executive Order and actions by DOJ targeting provision of 
gender-affirming care through threats of civil and criminal prosecution.

• Litigation ongoing. 



• Elections: California, et al. v. Trump, 1:25-cv-10810 (D. Mass)
• Challenge to presidential authority to impose changes in election law as 

outlined in EO 14248, titled “Preserving and Protecting the Integrity of 
American Elections.”

• Preliminary injunction issued, enjoining implementation of sections of EO 
regarding documentary proof of citizenship and proof of voter 
eligibility, conditions of funding on adoption of ballot receipt deadlines, 
enforcement actions against plaintiff states.  On appeal.

PROTECTING ELECTIONS, HEALTH, & SAFETY
(CONT.)

• Access to Programming: New York, et al. v. U.S. Dep’t of Justice, 1:25-
cv-00345-MSM-PAS (D.R.I.)

• Challenge to USDOJ and other agencies’ abrupt change from policy exempting 
certain aliens from accessing federal programs like Head Start and domestic 
violence shelters, under the Personal Responsibility and Work 
Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA).

• Motion for preliminary injunction pending.



THANK YOU
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