
 
Testimony of the Board of Public Accountancy   

 
Before the 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
 

Wednesday, February 19, 2025 
2:00 p.m. 

Conference Room 329 and Videoconference 
 

On the following measure: 
H.B. 983 RELATING TO CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

  
Chair Matayoshi and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Gary Miyashiro, and I am the Chairperson of the Board of Public 

Accountancy (Board).  The Board offers comments on this bill. 

 The purpose of this bill is to clarify the education and professional experience 

requirements for certified public accountant license applicants to establish alternative 

pathways to licensure.  

 The Board will review this bill at its next publicly noticed meeting on March 14, 

2025.   

The Board’s Permitted Interaction Group evaluated the significance of the 

Certified Public Accountant Competency Based Experience Pathway exposure draft 

issued by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and National 

Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) and recommended an alternate 

license pathway of completing twelve months of qualifying professional experience in 

the practice of accountancy in lieu of thirty semester hours of post baccalaureate 

coursework. The Board believes that working with professionals in the field provides a 

valuable learning experience for CPA license applicants. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  

 



House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Wednesday, February 19, 2025
2:00 p.m. In Conference Room 329

In Support of HB 983 - Relating to Certified Public Accountants
WITH MODIFICATIONS

Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Hawaii Society of CPAs, we support the intent of HB 983, with the specific modifications noted herein. 
With the critical shortage and demand for accountants and finance professionals, the profession is at pivotal crossroads. Through this measure, 
we hope to increase the options for people to become CPAs in Hawaii with an alternative pathway to CPA licensure. The current 150-credit hour 
law remains, with the option to substitute an additional year of experience in public accounting to fulfill the 30 credit hours of post-baccalaureate 
education.

The amendments to HB 983 - as agreed by the Hawaii Board of Public Accountancy, HAPA and HSCPA are:

Page 2, lines 13 & 14:  delete Experience requirements of; replace with:
          “Experience requirements of Completed two years of professional experience meeting the requirements of subsection (d);

Page 2, line 18:  delete “and: and add:
          “…university recognized by the board and, which must include at least eighteen semester hours of upper division or graduate level account-
ing or auditing subjects. The content of these eighteen hours shall be determined by rules adopted by the Board pursuant to chapter 91, and:”

Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18

Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”:
          “…completion of an additional twelve months of …”

Page 3, line 21: add “only”
          “…practice of public accounting “only.”
          
Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …”

Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that”

Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,”
          “… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, any professional …”

Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.”

Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting the requirements of subparagraph (a)(4) above.”

Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required”
          “…Completed two years of the required professional …”

Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4).
          “…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, variety, …”

Thank you for the opportunity to submit our testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Franklin T. Kudo, President
Hawaii Society of CPAs



HB983 

 

The amendments to HB 983 - as agreed by the Hawaii Board of Public 
Accountancy, HAPA and HSCPA are: 

 

Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18 
 
Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”: 
          “…completion of an additional twelve months of …” 
 
Page 3, line 21: add “only” 
          “…practice of public accounting “only.” 
           
Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …” 
 
Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that” 
 
Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,” 
          “… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, 
any professional …” 
 
Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.” 
 
Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting 
the requirements of subparagraph (a)(4) above.” 
 
Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required” 
          “…Completed two years of the required professional …” 
 
Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4). 
          “…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, 
variety, …” 
 



 
 

TO: Chair Scot Z. Matayoshi; Vice Chair Cory M. Chun; and Committee 

FROM: Adrian Hong, President of Island Plastic Bags, Inc. 

RE: HB 983 RELATING TO CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

POSITION: COMMENTS 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony for HB 983. My name is Adrian Hong, and I am 

Managing Member of Hong Consulting, LLC. My firm supports this bill as action is desperately needed to 

improve the supply of certified public accountants in Hawaii. 

Hong Consulting does recommend the following changes to the bill in order for the bill to have its 

intended effect: 

Page 2, lines 13 & 14:  delete Experience requirements of; replace with: 

          “Experience requirements of Completed two years of professional experience meeting the 

requirements of subsection (d);  

Page 2, line 18:  delete “and: and add: 

          “…university recognized by the board and, which must include at least eighteen semester hours of 

upper division or graduate level accounting or auditing subjects. The content of these eighteen hours 

shall be determined by rules adopted by the Board pursuant to chapter 91, and:” 

Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18 

Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”: 

          “…completion of an additional twelve months of …” 

Page 3, line 21: add “only” 

          “…practice of public accounting “only.” 

Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …” 

  



 
Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that” 

Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,” 

          “… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, any professional …” 

Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.” 

Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting the requirements of 

subparagraph (a)(4) above.” 

Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required” 

          “…Completed two years of the required professional …” 

Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4). 

          “…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, variety, …” 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of HB 983. Should you have any 

questions or comments about my testimony you can contact me by email at 

adrianhong@hongconsultingllc.com or by phone at 808-383-5937. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Adrian K. Hong, CPA 

Managing Member 

Hong Consulting, LLC. 

https://www.hongconsultingllc.com/ 

Email: adrianhong@hongconsultingllc.com|Phone: 808-383-5937 

mailto:adrianhong@hongconsultingllc.com
https://www.hongconsultingllc.com/
mailto:adrianhong@hongconsultingllc.com


NATHAN A. COLGROVE 
101 AUPUNI STREET, SUITE 139 

HILO, HAWAII  96720 
 

Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
 

Wednesday, February 19, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. 
Conference Room 329 

State Capitol 
 

In Support of HB 983, WITH MODIFICATIONS RELATING TO CERTIFIED 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun and Committee Members: 
 
My name is Nathan A. Colgrove, a member of the firm, Taketa, Iwata, Hara & Associates, LLC in Hilo, on the 
Island of Hawaii.  Taketa, Iwata, Hara & Associates, LLC has been practicing since 1983.  We are one of the larger 
CPA firms on the outer islands.  The work we do provides a service to our community, and supports families on 
the Island of Hawaii.  We support HB 983, WITH MODIFICATIONS. 
 
Our support WITH MODIFICATIONS to HB 983 are explained below, and more specifically in the attached: 
 
There is a large shortage of accountants in the public accounting industry.  As HB 983 is currently written the 
shortage is not solved for the public accounting industry.  The work experience needs to be in a CPA firm.  
Otherwise this bill will not help the public accounting industry.  The changes to the bill that would achieve this 
result are outlined in the enclosed attachments. 
 
The goal is to provide another pathway to becoming a certified public accountant by allowing an additional year 
of public accounting experience in lieu of the 30 credit hours of post-baccalaureate education.  The current 
version of the bill allows the experience to be in business and industry, not necessarily in a CPA firm. 
 
Lastly, as it pertains to experience in private industry, and government, there already is a pathway to becoming 
a CPA for them that does not require the 30 additional post-baccalaureate credit hours.  And finally, as it 
pertains to government, there are other designations available to accountants working in government that they 
might aspire to (i.e. Certified Government Financial Manager by the Association of Govrerment Accountants).  
And on a final note, a CPA designation is not required to advance, or take over ownership, in private industry or 
government.  In the public accounting industry, only a cpa, may become a partner in a CPA firm. 
 
Please modify the bill as outlined here. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Nathan A. Colgrove, Member 



HB 983Amendments 

Amendments to HB983: 
Page 2, lines 13 & 14:  delete Experience requirements of; replace with: 
          “Experience requirements of Completed two years of professional experience meeting 
the requirements of subsection (d); 

Page 2, line 18:  delete “and: and add: 
          “…university recognized by the board and, which must include at least eighteen semester 
hours of upper division or graduate level accounting or auditing subjects. The content of these 
eighteen hours shall be determined by rules adopted by the Board pursuant to chapter 91, and:” 

Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18 

Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”: 
          “…completion of an additional twelve months of …” 

Page 3, line 21: add “only” 
          “…practice of public accounting “only.” 

Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …” 

Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that” 

Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,” 
          “… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, any professional …” 

Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.” 

Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting the requirements of 
subparagraph (a)(4) above.” 

Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required” 
          “…Completed two years of the required professional …” 

Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4). 
          “…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, variety, …” 
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HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:35:17 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Chantal Mentzer Chantal Mentzer Inc Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

  

Page 2, lines 13 & 14:  delete Experience requirements of; replace with: 

          “Experience requirements of Completed two years of professional experience meeting the 

requirements of subsection (d); 

  

Page 2, line 18:  delete “and: and add: 

          “…university recognized by the board and, which must include at least eighteen semester 

hours of upper division or graduate level accounting or auditing subjects. The content of these 

eighteen hours shall be determined by rules adopted by the Board pursuant to chapter 91, and:” 

  

Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18 

  

Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”: 

          “…completion of an additional twelve months of …” 

  

Page 3, line 21: add “only” 

          “…practice of public accounting “only.” 

          

Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …” 
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Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that” 

  

Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,” 

          “… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, any professional …” 

  

Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.” 

  

Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting the requirements of 

subparagraph (a)(4) above.” 

  

Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required” 

          “…Completed two years of the required professional …” 

  

Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4). 

          “…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, variety, …” 

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:03:02 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Wendell K. Lee Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor HB 983 to provide alternate pathway to be CPA. The 30 additional credits is a 

barrier to entry for many graduates and is reducing the number of candidates for the state of 

hawaii. We need more CPAs to prepare tax returns and provide accounting services to our local 

business.  

Mahalo 

Wendell 

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:03:08 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Kolina Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor of HB983 to provide and alternate pathway to become a CPT. The additional 30 

credits is expensive especially in Hawaii and not necessary. It is a barrier to entry for many 

graduates and peers. Which redues the number of candidates for the state of Hawaii. We need 

more CPA's! 

  

Mahalo,  

Kolina  

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:03:24 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Michelle Anne Mendoza  Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor 

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:03:55 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lahela Aarona Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in support of this bill to help alleviate addtional unnecesary hindrance for upcoming 

accountants. 

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:04:50 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mary Nardi Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor HB 983 to provide an alternative pathway to be a CPA. More accessible to students 

like me who are not really finiancially ready for extra credits in order to become a CPA.  

Mahalo, 

Mary Nardi 

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:05:21 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Noura Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor of this bill because it does help me become a CPA and it will help other people. As 

it does show, it is an expensive thing to do.  

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:05:51 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Christa Lopez Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor of this bill and alternative way to become a CPA. As a student, this bill will allow 

less barriers to entry into this field. The 30 extra credits are not necessary and can be gained by 

experience. 

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 11:05:53 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Tim Davis Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I believe the addtion credits to become a CPA is combersome and unecessary considering the 

amount of school we complete to finish our bachelors.  

 





















HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 1:35:47 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Jessica-Ann Harumi 

Herman 
Individual Support 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

I am in favor of the HB983 to provide an alternate pathway to become a CPA. As a student 

creating this pathway, save us a lot of money as obtaining an additional 30 credit a lot to ask for 

especially as someone who is paying for school themselves. Creating an alternate pathway to 

becoming a CPA ensures that we will have more CPAs for our local businesses. As we know that 

there is a shortage of CPAs in our communities it is very important to pass this HB 983 as it will 

be beneficial to our economy. Mahalo.  

 



H.B. 423 HD1:  The following individuals with signatures below OPPOSE the following revision to H.B. 423 as noted in H.B. 423 HD1, [-(-e-)-] (f) A provider
shall file the employee’s plan with the approval of the employee no later than 90 days after the provider submits an initial evaluation report, unless the employer,
provider and injured worker are agreeable to an extension of that deadline to a specific date by which the vocational plan must be completed.

PRINT NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS DATE

Chris King

13-976 Kahukai St. Pahoa,HI

2/18/2025



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/18/2025 4:54:38 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Darryl Nitta Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

in support with the following modifications: 

The amendments to HB 983 - as agreed by the Hawaii Board of Public Accountancy, HAPA and 

HSCPA are: 

  

Page 2, lines 13 & 14: delete Experience requirements of; replace with: 

“Experience requirements of Completed two years of professional experience meeting the 

requirements of subsection (d); 

  

Page 2, line 18: delete “and: and add: 

“…university recognized by the board and, which must include at least eighteen semester hours 

of upper division or graduate level accounting or auditing subjects. The content of these eighteen 

hours shall be determined by rules adopted by the Board pursuant to chapter 91, and:” 

  

Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18 

  

Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”: 

“…completion of an additional twelve months of …” 

  

Page 3, line 21: add “only” 

“…practice of public accounting “only.” 
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Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …” 

  

Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that” 

  

Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,” 

“… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, any professional …” 

  

Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.” 

  

Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting the requirements of 

subparagraph (a)(4) above.” 

  

Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required” 

“…Completed two years of the required professional …” 

  

Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4). 

“…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, variety, …” 

  

  

 



HB-983 

Submitted on: 2/19/2025 8:56:43 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/19/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Trisha Nomura Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

In Support of HB 983 - Relating to Certified Public Accountants WITH MODIFICATIONS 

Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee: 

I support the intent of HB 983, with the specific modifications noted herein.  With the critical 

shortage and demand for accountants and finance professionals, the profession is at pivotal 

crossroads. Through this measure, we hope to increase the options for people to become CPAs in 

Hawaiʻi with an alternative pathway to CPA licensure. The current 150-credit hour law remains, 

with the option to substitute an additional year of experience in public accounting to fulfill the 30 

credit hours of post-baccalaureate education. 

The amendments to HB 983 - as agreed by the Hawaiʻi Board of Public Accountancy, HAPA 

and HSCPA are: 

• Page 2, lines 13 & 14: delete Experience requirements of; replace with: 

“Experience requirements of Completed two years of professional experience meeting the 

requirements of subsection (d);" 

• Page 2, line 18: delete “and" and add: 

“…university recognized by the board and, which must include at least eighteen semester hours 

of upper division or graduate level accounting or auditing subjects. The content of these eighteen 

hours shall be determined by rules adopted by the Board pursuant to chapter 91, and:” 

• Page 3, lines 8-18: delete lines 8-18 

• Page 3, line 20: add “an additional”: 

“…completion of an additional twelve months of …” 

• Page 3, line 21: add “only” 

“…practice of public accounting “only.” 
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• Page 3, line 21: delete “, as determined by the board and …” 

• Page 4, line 1: delete “pursuant to subsection (d); provided that” 

• Page 4, line 2: add “and shall not be counted in,” 

“… experience shall be in addition to, and shall not be counted in, any professional …” 

• Page 4, line 3: delete “required for a license pursuant to this section.” 

• Page 4, line 3: add “required for a license pursuant to this section. meeting the 

requirements of subparagraph (a)(4) above.” 

• Page 5, line 4: delete “two years of” and add “the required” 

“…Completed two years of the required professional …” 

• Page 5, line 12: add “required by subsection (a)(4). 

“…accounting practice required by subsection (a)(4). The nature, variety, …” 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. 

Respectfully, 

Trisha Nomura 
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