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Aloha Chair Belatti, Vice-Chair lwamoto, and members of the committee:

| am Major General Stephen Logan, Adjutant General and Director of Hawaii
Emergency Management Agency, State of Hawaii, Department of Defense.

The Department of Defense provides written testimony in SUPPORT of HB674.

This measure amends the Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS), Chapter 121 and authorizes
the use of State funds to pay for TRICARE Reserve Select (TRS), TRICARE Dental
Program (TRD), and vision coverage for all officers, warrant officers, or enlisted
personnel of the Hawaii National Guard (HING) servicemembers while serving on State
Active Duty (SAD) for more than thirty days in service to the State.

The HING places significant emphasis on selfless service to the State of Hawai'i, as
well as on the welfare of the dedicated women and men who comprise the HING and
support the State during critical times. In light of the recent increase in natural disasters
throughout the State, numerous HING servicemembers have been ordered to SAD for
extended periods. This commitment has resulted in many servicemembers being
required to take indefinite leaves of absence from their civilian employment, which can
create challenges regarding their healthcare coverage. While some civilian employers



may choose to continue paying their employees' company-provided healthcare
premiums during an absence, this is not universally the case. Consequently, many
HING servicemembers risk losing their healthcare benefits after 30 days of being on
SAD orders. This situation forces them to continuously evaluate their ability to serve
without healthcare coverage or to seek termination of their SAD orders to maintain their
company-provided healthcare for themselves and their families. It is important to
acknowledge that expecting HING servicemembers to serve the State on SAD without
healthcare coverage is an unreasonable burden, particularly when they are already
being asked to take an indefinite leave from their civilian jobs to support the State’s
emergency response efforts.

The proposed healthcare coverage solution represents a financially responsible
approach for the State to provide support to HING servicemembers activated on SAD
for more than 30 days. The individual monthly premium cost for medical, dental, and
vision coverage is approximately $73.66, in contrast to the State of Hawaii's monthly
employer-sponsored cost for an individual plan, which is approximately $529.60.

If passed, the bill will authorize the use of State funds, such as the Major Disaster Fund
(MDF), to compensate HING servicemembers that require healthcare coverage for their
health, dental, and vision enroliment cost during their activation on SAD for more than
30 days. This will help ensure healthcare coverage for HING servicemembers and an
uninterrupted HING response force capability to the State, and the most cost-effective
stewardship of State funds.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

MG Stephen F. Logan, Stephen.f.logan@hawaii.gov; 808-672-1001
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Aloha Chair Belatti, Vice-Chair lwamoto, and members of the committee:

| am Brigadier General Walter Ross, Director of the Joint Staff, Hawaii National Guard, State
of Hawaii, Department of Defense.

| am presenting this testimony in SUPPORT of HB674.

| strongly support HB674. Passing this bill is essential to ensure that Hawaii National Guard
(HING) servicemembers receive the necessary medical coverage when they are called to
serve on State Active Duty for more than thirty days, especially during disasters or domestic
crises. Our HING servicemembers make significant sacrifices and often put their lives on the
line to protect and serve our communities selflessly. They deserve this vital safeguard for
their health and well-being.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.

BG Walter R. Ross, Jr., waltrer.r.ross2.mil@army.mil; 808-844-6087
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Come on....they deserve healthcare!
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