
 
February 10, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair  
The Honorable Cory M. Chun, Vice-Chair 
 Members of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice-Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Ana Tuiasosopo, and I am a Trustee and District Representative for the International 
Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 3, representing heavy equipment operators, mechanics, 
surveyors, and other skilled tradespeople in Hawaiʻi’s construction industry.  

I submit this testimony in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it is critical to protecting jobs, 
ensuring a stable housing market, and restoring a fair, common-sense approach to resolving 
construction disputes. 

Construction is one of Hawaiʻi’s largest job-producing industries, and our members rely on steady 
work to support their families. But excessive lawsuits have made it harder for homebuilders to take 
on projects, slowed down development, and created uncertainty for workers. When projects stall, 
our members are the first to feel it—hours get cut, paychecks shrink, and families struggle to make 
ends meet. We cannot afford to let unnecessary legal battles put good jobs at risk. 

Hawaiʻi’s housing crisis is already severe, and the current system is making it worse. Instead of 
helping homeowners get the repairs they need, some attorneys have turned construction defect 
claims into a tool for profit, driving up costs and delaying projects that could provide much-needed 
housing for local families. HB420 takes a smarter approach by ensuring that builders have the 
opportunity to make repairs first, rather than dragging homeowners into lawsuits that can take 
years to resolve. 

The original intent of the Contractor Repair Act was to create a cooperative process where 
homeowners and builders could work together to fix problems. But over time, the system has been 
abused, making it harder for builders to take responsibility without legal interference. HB420 
restores that balance by giving homeowners the repairs they need while keeping housing projects 
on track and protecting the jobs that thousands of working families depend on. 

We need a fair system that puts common sense before conflict—one that ensures accountability 
without unnecessary delays, job losses, or skyrocketing costs. HB420 is a step in the right direction, 
and I strongly urge the committee to pass it to protect workers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s future. 

 

 



 
Mahalo for your time and consideration. 

 

Ana Tuiasosopo 
 
 

 

Trustee/District Representative 
International Union of Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 3 
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HAWAII REGIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CARPENTERS

February 12, 2025 

TO: The Honorable Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair  
The Honorable Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair 
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

FROM: Mitchell Tynanes 
Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 – Relating to Remedies 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

On behalf of the Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), I submit this testimony in 
strong support of HB420, which seeks to reform the current Contractor Repair Act (CRA) and 
create a fairer, more cooperative approach to resolving construction defect disputes. 

As the largest construction labor organization in the state, representing thousands of working 
men and women in Hawaiʻi, we believe this legislation is critical to protecting jobs, stabilizing 
the construction industry, and improving housing affordability—all of which directly impact our 
members and the broader Hawaiʻi community. 

The misuse of the current Contractor Repair Act has led to an increase in unnecessary 
litigation that discourages builders from undertaking new housing projects. This bill helps 
protect Hawaiʻi’s workers and jobs. These excessive lawsuits delay construction, drive up costs, 
and if not held in check, will ultimately reduce the number of projects that move forward. This 
directly impacts Hawaiʻi’s workforce by leading to fewer construction jobs and less economic 
opportunity for skilled laborers. 

Hawaiʻi’s working families depend on a stable and thriving construction industry, but when legal 
threats make development riskier and more expensive, the result is fewer job opportunities 
and greater economic uncertainty for local carpenters and tradespeople. HB420 will help 
restore balance by ensuring that legitimate construction defects are addressed efficiently 
without inviting unnecessary litigation that stalls projects and costs jobs. 



Ensuring Fairness and Stability in the Construction Industry 

The original intent of the Contractor Repair Act was to create a cooperative process between 
builders and homeowners, allowing defects to be identified and repaired without 
immediately resorting to lawsuits.. However, aggressive attorneys have exploited legal 
loopholes, filing class-action lawsuits that significantly increase legal and insurance costs for 
builders—costs that are ultimately passed on to homeowners. This bill promotes fairness and 
stability in the construction industry 

The result is a more volatile construction market, where developers and contractors face 
excessive legal risks, making them hesitant to take on projects, especially affordable housing 
developments. HB420 provides a much-needed course correction by: 

• Requiring a good-faith inspection and repair period before litigation can be filed. 
• Discouraging the filing of unnecessary lawsuits that disrupt projects. 
• Restoring the intended purpose of the CRA by prioritizing repairs over litigation. 

 
Hawaiʻi is in the midst of a severe housing crisis, with working families struggling to find 
affordable homeownership opportunities. This bill we help to reduce housing costs and 
expand access to homeownership. The excessive legal claims against new developments have 
had far-reaching financial consequences, including: 

• Increased construction costs that make it harder to build homes that Hawaiʻi  residents 
and families can afford  passed down to buyers. 

• Higher insurance premiums for developers and builders as a result of increased 
litigation.  

• More restrictive lending conditions, making it harder for first-time homebuyers to 
qualify for loans. 

 
HB420 will help keep unnecessary increases to housing costs by ensuring that construction 
defect issues are resolved in a fair and cooperative manner, and not through needless, drawn 
out lawsuits that serve to benefit a handful of attorneys at the expense of prospective 
homebuyer and current homeowners.  

Passing this measure will protect homeowners by ensuring timely repairs.  

The current system often leaves homeowners caught in the middle, with disputes over defects 
dragging on for years due to prolonged litigation. This means: 

• Essential repairs to homes go unaddressed for extended periods. 
• Lenders hesitate to finance homes involved in ongoing lawsuits. 

 



In some cases, attorneys representing community associations in construction defect litigation 
have advised associations to avoid maintaining common areas or performing general upkeep 
and maintenance. This tactic, intended to strengthen legal claims, has resulted in diminished 
quality of life for residents who are left with deteriorating shared spaces and poorly maintained 
facilities. While this is not always the case, it highlights a troubling practice that can unfairly 
burden homeowners and harm the overall well-being of communities. 

HB420 will restore a fair process that ensures homeowners receive the repairs they need in a 
timely manner, rather than being drawn into protracted legal battles that benefit attorneys 
more than homeowners. 

For the reasons outlined above—protecting jobs, stabilizing the construction industry, 
reducing housing costs, and ensuring fair treatment for homeowners—we urge you to pass 
HB420.  

This bill provides the necessary reforms to ensure that our state’s workers, builders, and 
homeowners are all treated fairly while keeping Hawaiʻi’s housing market strong and 
accessible. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration. The Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters stands 
ready to work with lawmakers and stakeholders to advance policies that promote housing 
affordability, job stability, and a thriving construction industry. I have also included signed 
testimony of support of members of the Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mitchell Tynanes 
Hawaiʻi Regional Council of Carpenters 
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February 12, 2025 

 

 

TO: HONORABLE SCOTT Z. MATAYOSHI, CHAIR, HONORABLE CORY M. 

CHUN, VICE CHAIR, COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION AND 

COMMERCE. 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT OF H.B. 420 HD1, RELATING TO REMEDIES. Clarifies the 

applicability of the statute of repose for actions arising from construction defects. 

Clarifies the required contents of a notice of claim of construction defect served 

on a contractor. Amends the process and time frame for a claimant to accept a 

contractor's offer to settle or inspect and authorize the contractor to proceed with 

repairs. Limits the amount a claimant can recover if the claimant rejects a 

contractor's reasonable proposal for inspection or a reasonable offer to remedy. 

Clarifies the consequences of rejecting an offer of settlement. 

HEARING 

 DATE: Wednesday, February 12, 2025 

TIME: 2:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Capitol Room 329 

 

Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun and Members of the Committee,  

 

The General Contractors Association of Hawaii (GCA) is an organization comprised of 

approximately five hundred (500) general contractors, subcontractors, and construction related 

firms. The GCA was established in 1932 and is the largest construction association in the State 

of Hawaii. Our mission is to elevate Hawaii’s construction industry and strengthen the 

foundation of our community.  

 

GCA SUPPORTS H.B. 420 HD1, which clarifies the applicability of the statute of repose for 

actions arising from construction defects. Clarifies the required contents of a notice of claim of 

construction defect served on a contractor. Amends the process and time frame for a claimant to 

accept a contractor's offer to settle or inspect and authorize the contractor to proceed with repairs. 

Limits the amount a claimant can recover if the claimant rejects a contractor's reasonable 

proposal for inspection or a reasonable offer to remedy. Clarifies the consequences of rejecting 

an offer of settlement. 

 

It’s no secret that the cost of housing, including construction financing and insurance costs have 

led to a critical shortage of housing in Hawaii. Yet new developments being built with first time 

homebuyers in mind are being put on hold because frivolous lawsuits can restrict financing 

options for homebuyers. This scenario sees promising housing developments aimed at first-time 

homebuyers facing unnecessary delays and financial hurdles due to lawsuits.  

 

As a result of these frivolous lawsuits many first-time homebuyers are unable to obtain financing 

through FHA, Fannie Mae, VA or other federally guaranteed loans and are unable to purchase. In  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

fact, 3 in 4 homebuyers could not afford the initial downpayment for a unit without government-

backed financing options, and owner-occupant buyers in some projects have plummeted to only  

38% of homebuyers because of their inability to afford the higher downpayments required for 

traditional loans.  These legal challenges not only escalate home and insurance costs but also 

amplify the overall expense for developers, subsequently impacting housing affordability. 

What’s more is that many builders are choosing not to go forward with construction due to 

concerns of frivolous litigation, including at least one affordable housing project.  

 

This measure will help to prevent frivolous lawsuits by increasing the opportunity for 

homebuilders and homeowners to address any potential construction defects without costly 

litigation. Specifically, these bills would: 

 

1. Provide better notice or detail of alleged defect;  

2. Require evidence of any alleged defect; 

3. Amending the process and timeframe for inspection; and  

4. Limiting recovery to the cost of mitigating the defect and attorney’s fees when a proposal 

to Inspect or an offer to repair is unreasonably rejected. 

 

The emphasis on providing detailed notices and evidence of potential defects is pivotal, ensuring 

both parties have a comprehensive understanding of the issues. This approach encourages 

collaborative problem-solving, reducing the likelihood of misunderstandings and baseless 

claims. Requiring claimants to furnish specific evidence enhances the validity of construction 

claims, fostering fair assessments and informed decision-making, ultimately leading to expedited 

resolutions and accurate damage assessments. 

 

These proposed changes offer homeowners an opportunity to address conflicts and rectify 

potential defects in a timely manner, bypassing the protracted litigation process. Emphasizing 

early notification is a strategic move that promises to contribute significantly to the swift 

resolution of construction issues, benefiting all stakeholders involved. For these reasons, I 

strongly urge this committee to pass HB 420 HD1 to help alleviate some of the increasing costs 

of housing for local families. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.  
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Harbor Court Commercial Tower 
55 Merchant St., Suite 1850 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
February 10, 2025 
 
Subject: OPPOSITION TO HD420, HD1-RELATING TO REMEDIES 
 
Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee on 
Commerce and Consumer Protection: 
 
LippSmith LLP hereby submits this testimony to OPPOSE HB420, HD1-RELATING TO 
REMEDIES. 
 
We are lawyers who have served, and continue to serve, as Hawai‘i State and 
Federal Court-appointed class action counsel for tens of thousands of 
Hawai‘i homeowners. For the overwhelming majority of our clients, their 
homes are their biggest investments of their lives, and they reasonably 
expect them to be safe, to be free of construction defects, as builders 
routinely promise in warranties, and to last decades. 
 
Unfortunately, though, Hawai‘i builders do not always deliver what they 
promise in construction, honor their warranties, or step up to repair known 
defects, saddling homeowners with serious life and safety risks that are 
prohibitively expensive to repair and diminish the values of their homes. In 
those circumstances, homeowners have nowhere else to turn except the courts.  
 
To offer a very small sense of the serious construction defects in our class 
actions, we attached hereto as Exhibit 1 a compilation of photographs of a 
sampling of the defects at issue in class actions where courts have 
appointed us to represent homeowners against builders. 
 
It goes without saying that Hawai‘i’s tropical environment, together with 
climate change, pose known, ever-increasing risks of dangerous winds, 
hurricanes, flooding, and fire. It also goes without saying that Hawai‘i’s 
environment can damage and destroy building products, including structural 
components, when builders use deficient materials and cut corners.  
 
Placing more roadblocks to deter and prevent homeowners from pursuing 
righteous claims for critical life and safety defects is anti-consumer and 
will endanger Hawai‘i homeowners, their families, and their communities. The 
Lahaina wildfire tragedy is a horrific reminder that Hawai‘i homeowners and 
residents are extremely vulnerable to powerful natural catastrophes. 
 
HB420 undermines the core purposes of the Contractor Repair Act (“CRA”) and 
- by deterring and foreclosing construction claims - risks endangering 
homeowners and residents of Hawai‘i. When enacting the CRA, or SB2358, in 
the Regular Session of 2004, the Senate Committee on Judiciary and Hawaiian 
Affairs found that “this measure provides homeowners and others suffering 
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from construction defects in their residences and premises with a speedy and 
precise resolution to their problems . .  . . This measure enables the 
resolution of claims for construction defects without incurring the high 
costs of litigation.” Sen. Stand. Com. Rep. 2790 (2004). 
 
But HB420 undermines the CRA’s core purposes in at least the following ways: 
 

1. HB420 Extends the CRA to All Claims - Including Those for Breach of 
Contract, Breach of Warranty, and Consumer Protection - to the 
Detriment of Hawai‘i Consumers. 

 
HB420 extends the CRA to claims beyond construction defect claims sounding 
in tort to include claims “whether in contract, tort, statute, or 
otherwise.” This extension of the CRA would be at the expense of consumers 
and upend decades of settled law. But claims for breach of contract, breach 
of warranty, and unfair business practices each rely on their own long-
standing requirements in the common law and/or statutory provisions, 
including specific statutes of limitation.  
 
For instance, a breach of contract claim has a six-year statute of 
limitations, which does not begin to run until discovery of the breach of 
contract. HRS § 657-1; Au v. Au, 63 Haw. 210, 218–19 (1981). But HB420 would 
eviscerate this statute of limitations and discovery rule, requiring 
homeowners to bring claims within two years of discovery of a breach. 
Similarly, HB420 would shorten the time for consumers to bring breach of 
warranty claims. Homeowner warranties in Hawai‘i are often ten years and 
begin at conveyance of a home. A homeowner has six years from the discovery 
of a breach of warranty to bring a claim. HRS § 657-1; Au, 63 Haw. at 218–
19. But HB420 would require homeowners to bring claims for breach of 
warranty within two years of discovery, effectively shortening the ten-year 
warranty term - that homeowners bargained for, contracted for, and paid for 
– significantly. Finally, HB420 seeks to shorten the statute of limitations 
for consumer protection claims set forth in HRS 480-2, by requiring 
homeowners to bring claims within two years of discovery, even though a 
contractor’s unfair business practices may be ongoing and continuous.  
 
Perhaps most concerning for Hawai‘i consumers, HB420 seeks to change the CRA 
with the explicit purpose that “fraudulent concealment is not a defense to 
the repose period.” Currently, HRS 657-20 applies to the CRA. Specifically, 
if a contractor fraudulently conceals a claim, HRS 657-20 gives a homeowner 
six years from discovery to bring that claim. No legitimate, consumer-
protective purpose could exist for eliminating the six-year extension of a 
limitations period for fraudulent concealment. And this change would create 
a perverse incentive for contractors to conceal construction defects just 
long enough for the statute of repose to run, leaving consumers no recourse 
for life and safety defects.  
 

2. HB420 Would Undermine Homeowners’ Existing Contracts and Warranties.  
 

In large single family and condominium home developments, lengthy and 
complex home purchase agreements and warranties govern the rights and 
obligations of contractors and buyers. These contract documents and 
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warranties typically provide for (1) warranty periods; (2) notice 
requirements for construction defect claims; (3) builder inspection rights; 
(4) dispute resolution provisions; and (5) attorney fee and cost provisions.  
 
Enacting HB420 will undermine purchase agreements and warranties drafted in 
reliance on the current version of H.R.S. 672E, enacted more than two 
decades ago. For example, terms in a purchase agreement that allow a buyer 
to recover attorney fees and costs if they prevail would be undermined by 
the HB420 amendments on attorney fee awards to homeowners; a ten-year 
warranty that allows a buyer to pursue warranty claims at any time within 
the warranty period would be undermined by the HB420’s requirement to pursue 
claims within two years of discovering defects; a warranty that allows a 
homeowner to recover the cost of repairs would be artificially capped to the 
cost of repairs when they gave notice, leaving homeowners on the hook to 
cover increases in the cost of repairs over the years it takes them to 
litigate their claims. 
 
HB420 provisions that are contrary to pre-existing purchase agreements and 
warranties between contractors and homeowners will undermine current 
contract and warranty rights and obligations, create confusion in contract 
and warranty interpretation and enforcement, and result in lengthy 
litigation over how to square HB420 with more than two decades of contracts 
and warranties made under 672E’s existing provisions. Undermining existing 
contracts and warranties undermines consumer rights. 

 
3. HB420 Requires Litigation Before Giving Notice of a CRA Claim, 

Contrary to the Purpose of the CRA.  
 

HB420’s provision that “[e]ach . . . class member shall comply” with the 
notice and inspection requirements invites litigation before CRA claims. For 
any “class member” to exist, a homeowner must first initiate litigation, and 
a Court must certify a class action pursuant to Hawai‘i Rules of Civil 
Procedure (“HRCP”) Rule 23, appoint class counsel, and give notice of the 
class action to the class members. To require litigation before claims 
procedures under the CRA is contrary to the Act’s purpose of enabling “the 
resolution of claims for construction defects without incurring the high 
costs of litigation.” 
 

4. HB420 Will Undermine the Speedy Resolution of Homeowners’ Problems. 
 
HB420 provision that “each . . . class member” comply with inspection 
requirements is contrary to the CRA’s purposes of “speedy and precise 
resolution to [homeowners'] problems” and sparing parties “high costs of 
litigation.” Construction class actions in Hawai‘i often entail dozens, 
hundreds, and even thousands of homes statewide. Inspections on each class 
member’s home would take many years to accomplish at exorbitant expense, 
inconvenience, and delay. There would be nothing speedy, precise, or 
inexpensive about such a process. This provision would also undermine 
Hawai‘i’s class action procedures pursuant to HRCP Rule 23 in which Courts 
allow and supervise representative litigation over common claims. In those 
cases, inspecting class representative homes plus a sampling of class member 
homes is far more efficient, effective, and inexpensive for all and protects 
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consumers from significant delay while their homes contain serious life and 
safety defects. 
 

5. HB420 Encourages Homeowners to Incur High Costs Before Making a Pre-
Litigation and Administrative CRA Claim. 
 

HB420’s notice procedures appear to require homeowners to hire expensive 
consultants to both identify the nature of their defects and to provide the 
extent of repairs necessary to cure the defects before pursuing construction 
claims. Identifying construction defects and repairs is a complex, 
scientific, technical, and expensive process that average homeowners cannot 
do or afford on their own. HB420’s notice provision would require homeowners 
to incur high costs of litigation before they can even make a claim. This is 
hardly consistent with the CRA’s main purposes. 
 

6. HB420 Risks Limiting Homeowner Recoveries to an Amount that May Be 
Insufficient to Repair Critical Life and Safety Defects. 

 
HB420 provides that “[i]f a homeowner rejects a contractor’s reasonable 
offer of settlement,” any later “cost of repair recovery is limited to the 
reasonable value of the repair determined as of the date of the offer and 
the amount of the offered monetary payment.” This provision means that if 
construction costs have risen for any reason between a contractor’s offer of 
settlement during the CRA procedures through later litigation – whether due 
to supply chain problems, tariffs, a labor shortage, a pandemic, or any 
other issue – a homeowner cannot recover those increased costs necessary to 
repair their home. This limitation would prevent homeowners from fully 
repairing any life and safety defect, endangering that homeowner and their 
families, loved ones, and neighbors. This provision will not effectuate “a 
speedy and precise resolution to [homeowners’] problems.” 
 

7. HB420 Will Encourage Homeowners to Accept Offers That are Insufficient 
to Repair their Homes to Avoid the Risk of Paying Contractor Costs. 

 
HB420 provides that “[i]f the judgment or award obtained in a subsequent 
proceeding is not more favorable than the offer, the offeree shall pay the 
costs incurred by the offeror after the making of the offer.” But the CRA is 
a pre-litigation procedure, before which the parties have not engaged in the 
usual course of litigation, including discovery. Thus, when a contractor 
makes a CRA offer of settlement to a homeowner, that homeowner does not have 
the information that would allow them to fully evaluate an offer of 
settlement. In cases where we have represented class members statewide, 
discovery has revealed the nature and extent of a construction defect, 
insufficient warranty repairs a contractor has completed, fraudulent 
concealment of defects, and unfair business practices. This process requires 
significant expense to all parties but HB420 will encourage a homeowner to 
shortchange this process and resolve an issue before even having access to 
the courts for fear of being on the hook for a contractor’s costs.  
 

8. HB420 Creates a One-Sided, Pro-Contractor, Anti-Consumer Process. 
 
Finally, HB420 creates a one-sided notice and claims process that only 
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benefits contractors, before any homeowner is even allowed to set foot in 
court. HB420 turns a pre-litigation procedure - designed to facilitate early 
resolution of construction defect claims - into a punitive procedure in 
which only contractors have rights and homeowners bear all of the 
obligations and risks, including being ultimately stuck with dangerous 
construction defects. HB420 undermines the status quo in which each side has 
the opportunity to present claims and defenses toward resolution of a 
conflict. HB420 does not protect, and in fact hurts, the homeowners of 
Hawai‘i.  
 
Thank you for considering our opposition to HB420. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
LIPPSMITH LLP 
 
 
 
Graham B. LippSmith 

http://www.lippsmith.com/
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92-412 Kuehu St., Kapolei, HI 
2021-03-18 D.R. Horton Destructive Testing 
 
Simpson Titen Anchor Photographs: 
 

 
 

 

  
Metal Sill Track Photographs: 
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87-1546 Kuaha St., Waianae, HI 
2023-01-24 D.R. Horton Destructive Testing 
 
Simpson Titen Anchor Photographs: 
 

 
 

 

 
Metal Sill Track Photographs: 
 

 
 

 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 of 57 

87-1530 Kuaha St., Waianae, HI 
2023-01-26 D.R. Horton Destructive Testing 
 
Simpson Titen Anchor Photographs: 
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87-1715 Mokila St., Waianae, HI 
2023-01-31 D.R. Horton Destructive Testing 
 
Simpson Titen Anchor Photographs: 
 

  
 

 
Metal Sill Track Photographs: 
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92-404 Kuehu St., Kapolei, HI 
2021-08-30 D.R. Horton Destructive Testing 
 
Simpson Titen Anchor Photographs: 
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Committee:  House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Bill Number:  HB 420, Relating to Remedies 
Hearing Date and Time: February 12, 2025 at 2:00pm (Room 329) 

Re:   Testimony of Holomua Collaborative in support  
 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Committee members: 
 

We write in support of HB 420 HD1, Relating to Remedies. This bill clarifies the 
applicability of the statute of repose for actions arising from construction defects. It 
clarifies the required contents of a notice of claim of construction defect served on a 
contractor. It amends the process and time frame for a claimant to accept a 

contractor's offer to settle or inspect and authorize the contractor to proceed with 

repairs. It limits the amount a claimant can recover if the claimant rejects a 
contractor's reasonable proposal for inspection or a reasonable offer to remedy. And 

it clarifies the consequences of rejecting an offer of settlement. 
 
As an organization that is devoted to finding ways to keep all local working families in 
Hawai‘i by making sure they can afford to stay, preventing unnecessary increases to 

the cost of home building is a critical part of the puzzle. This bill does so in a way that 
is safe, reasonable, and makes common sense.   
 

Recent legal battles–based on overly broad defect litigation claims– have already 
hindered the ability of first-time homebuyers to secure government-backed 
mortgages, exacerbating Hawaii's critical housing shortage. The ambiguity and lack of 

concrete evidence regarding these overly broad defect claims has created obstacles 

for newly constructed home projects. As a result, entities like the Federal Housing 
Administration, the Veterans Administration, Fannie Mae, and Freddie Mac have all 
had to disqualify some new housing projects because they were stuck in ongoing–and 

needless–litigation.  
 

With limited access to government-backed loan programs that can reduce the large 
20% down payment typically required by commercial lending, many local first-time 

homebuyers and veterans are being excluded from the housing market as a direct 
result of this type of litigation. 
 
The result is that local families have been stopped from buying homes that could 

otherwise keep them in Hawai‘i. Local families have been prevented from buying 
homes they want to buy.  
 

This is not a hypothetical problem. Just last year–as a direct result of this type of 
litigation–construction on over 800 homes and condominiums statewide was stopped. 
While construction has now restarted on the project, it was only after the homebuilder 
changed how they were building it. This change was not mandated by any state or 

county building code. It was, in a real sense, unnecessary. It was only done so that the 
homebuilder could continue building homes for local families despite the litigation.  
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This is just one recent example of how these legal disputes are skyrocketing 

construction costs, inflating insurance premiums, necessitating additional 
expenditure on legal underwriting, and prompting structural redesigns.  
 

We all want our laws to protect home safety. But this is not that. This is simply 

exploiting loopholes in current law that are preventing homes from being built – 
homes that have been specifically designed to comply with existing building codes.  
 

This bill will continue to allow any homeowner to file a lawsuit. It simply clarifies the 
processes in which a claimant brings an action under the Contractor Repair Act and 

the statute of repose. It also creates a stronger and fairer framework for warranty 

claims to be properly identified and documented, and appropriately investigated and 

addressed in a timely manner, before legal proceedings being.  
 
Finally, it’s important to note that frivolous class action lawsuits increase the cost of 

insurance that home builders must purchase. This cost is invariably passed on to the 
consumer. And whether that consumer is the homeowner themselves–or a local 

resident renting from a homeowner–it increases the cost of housing for local working 
families. In addition, it forces home builders to modify their building methods, which 

may not be the best solution either for the ultimate resident of the home, or for the 
quality of the build. 
 
This is a sensible bill that will help us to continue building safe, affordable homes for 

local working families in Hawai‘i, and we urge you to support it. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Josh Wisch 
President & Executive Director 

 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 5:20:03 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Hawaii LECET 

Hawaii Laborers & 

Employers Cooperation 

and Education Trust 

Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Hawaii LECET supports HB420 HD1. 

 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:36:00 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Mike Golojuch, Sr. 
Palehua Townhouse 

Association 
Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

We oppose HB420. Please defer this bill.  

  

Mike Golojuch, Sr, President, Palehua Townhouse Association  
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Testimony to the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Representative Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 
Representative Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair 

 
Wednesday, February 12, at 2:00PM 

Conference Room 329 & Videoconference 
 

RE: HB420 HD1 Relating to Remedies 

Aloha e Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee:  

My name is Sherry Menor, President and CEO of the Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber"). 
The Chamber supports House Bill 420 House Draft 1 (HB420 HD1), which clarifies the statute of repose 
for construction defect claims, specifies required details in defect notices to contractors, streamlines the 
settlement and inspection process, and limits recovery amounts if a claimant rejects a reasonable repair 
or settlement offer. 
 
HB420 HD1 aligns with our 2030 Blueprint for Hawaii: An Economic Action Plan, specifically under the 
policy pillar for Business Services. This bill promotes policies that drive economic growth, enhance 
workforce opportunities, and improve the quality of life for Hawaii's residents.  
 
Hawai‘i’s housing crisis, worsened by the August 2023 Maui wildfires, is driven by the nation’s highest 
housing costs, which have tripled since the 1990s. A major issue is excessive construction defect 
litigation, inflating insurance costs and discouraging development. Current laws allow vague claims 
without giving contractors a chance to inspect or fix defects, leading to costly settlements that don’t 
benefit homeowners and further limit supply. Ambiguities in the Contractor Repair Act and statute of 
repose have prolonged disputes, creating uncertainty for developers and homeowners. 
 
This bill streamlines defect claim resolutions, reducing unnecessary litigation. It ensures the statute of 
repose applies to all claims, closes fraudulent concealment loopholes, and requires specific defect 
details. It also improves contractor inspection and repair processes, discourages baseless claims, and 
limits excessive damages for rejected settlements. The Chamber supports this measure to boost 
affordable housing and create a balanced legal framework protecting both builders and homeowners. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii is the state’s leading business advocacy organization, dedicated to 
improving Hawaii’s economy and securing Hawaii’s future for growth and opportunity. Our mission is to 
foster a vibrant economic climate. As such, we support initiatives and policies that align with the 2030 
Blueprint for Hawaii that create opportunities to strengthen overall competitiveness, improve the 
quantity and skills of available workforce, diversify the economy, and build greater local wealth.  
 
We respectfully ask to pass House Bill HB420 HD1. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 

d.lee
Late



 

February 10, 2025 
 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 
    and the Members of the House Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai`i State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street 
Honolulu, Hawai`i  96813 
 
Dear Chair Matayoshi and Committee Members: 
 
Subject: House Bill 420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 
  
The Mutual Housing Association of Hawai`i, Inc. (“Mutual Housing”) strongly supports 
House Bill 420 HD1, which seeks to provide clearer guidelines in the Contractor Repair Act 
(“CRA”) which governs the process for homeowners and builders to address construction 
defects in local homes.  Mutual Housing is a local non-profit that owns, develops and operates 
low-income housing for Hawai`i families.  Our team has over three decades experience 
providing affordable housing to thousands of local families.  
 
We believe that HB420 HD1 offers a sensible solution by establishing clearer guidelines that 
will lead to a more collaborative and fair process when construction defects arise. We have 
experienced first-hand how opportunistic law firms have manipulated well-intentioned 
regulations for their monetary gain. Frivolous and harmful lawsuits are hampering the 
development and delivery of much needed affordable housing as legal costs and other 
resources are lost addressing litigation.  Our building industry cannot afford these added costs 
and the negative impacts it has on the investment for new homes. 
 
HB 420 HD1 will help reduce wasteful litigation, stabilize costs, and allow the construction 
industry to focus on producing quality homes for Hawai’i’s families at this critical time. Thank 
you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David M. Nakamura 
Executive Director 
 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo, 

Gregory C. Brandes 

 

 



 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  

and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 

Hawai‘i State Capitol  

415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains 

attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

As I understand it, HB420 introduces essential reforms to protect homeowners and condo board 

associations from aggressive attorneys and unnecessary construction defect lawsuits. 

  

The bill ensures homebuilders have a fair opportunity to inspect and repair defects before legal action and 

encourages direct engagement with homeowners, leading to more timely repairs. Currently, once a 

lawsuit is filed and a class action is certified by a judge, homebuilders are prohibited from communicating 

directly with homeowners to resolve legitimate defect claims. Worse yet, many homeowners don’t realize 

they’re part of a lawsuit, and litigation can drag on for nearly a decade, delaying repairs and impacting 

homeowners’ abilities to sell or refinance. 

  

HB420 reforms will ensure faster resolution of construction defects while protecting homeowners' rights 

to timely repairs and open, transparent communication.  The Contractor Repair Act was originally 

designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified 

and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise 

in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 

made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher costs 

and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied up in 

litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead of getting 

timely repairs.  

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair Act. It 

ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces unnecessary legal 

costs, and makes the process fairer and faster for homeowners. This bill will help keep housing 

affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s housing 

future. 

Mahalo!  

Kathleen Georges 

Malachi Cleaning, Inc 
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February 12, 2025 
 

The Honorable Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
State Capitol, Conference Room 329 & Videoconference 
 
RE: House Bill 420, HD1, Relating to Remedies 
 

HEARING: Wednesday, February 12, 2025, at 2:35 p.m. 
 
 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee: 
 

My name is Lyndsey Garcia, Director of Advocacy, testifying on behalf of the 
Hawai‘i Association of REALTORS® (“HAR”), the voice of real estate in Hawaii and its 
over 10,000 members. HAR supports House Bill 420, HD1, which clarifies the 
applicability of the statute of repose for actions arising from construction defects. 
Clarifies the required contents of a notice of claim of construction defect served on a 
contractor. Amends the process and time frame for a claimant to accept a contractor's 
offer to settle or inspect and authorize the contractor to proceed with repairs. Limits the 
amount a claimant can recover if the claimant rejects a contractor's reasonable proposal 
for inspection or a reasonable offer to remedy. Clarifies the consequences of rejecting 
an offer of settlement. Effective 7/1/3000 

 
Recent litigation over construction defects have posed significant challenges for 

housing in Hawaii. These lawsuits, which can be frivolous, have stalled housing 
developments. First-time homebuyers are particularly affected, as these claims hinder 
their access to government-backed mortgages. Consequently, FHA, VA, Fannie Mae, 
and Freddie Mac have disqualified condominium projects facing litigation. Without 
access to low down payment programs and lacking the 20% down payment required by 
portfolio lending, many first-time homebuyers and veterans are unable to purchase 
homes. 

 
As such, this measure can help to prevent frivolous lawsuits by giving 

homebuilders and homeowners more chances to resolve construction issues early and 
fairly. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure. 
 
 
 



 

 

February 11, 2025 

 

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 
And Members of the Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawaii State Senate 
 
RE: SB420 HD1 – RELATING TO THE CONTACTOR REPAIR ACT 
  
 
 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am writing to express my strong SUPPORT of SB420 HD1 – RELATING TO THE 
CONTRACTOR REPAIR ACT relating to construction defects in housing.  
 

R. M. Towill Corporation (RMTC) is one of the state’s largest and most experienced locally 

owned engineering Companies.  RMTC has 120 employees with 40 licensed engineers, 

12 LEED Accredited Professionals, three Envision Sustainability Professionals, three 

licensed surveyors, and nine full-time planning professionals.  RMTC has completed over 

20,000 projects in Hawaii and throughout the Pacific Basin.  This includes the 

infrastructure planning and design for most of the major residential developments on 

Oahu within the past 25 years, over 300 miles of roadway in Hawaii and the Pacific, $500 

million in harbor infrastructure, and the upgrade and expansion of the largest wastewater 

treatment facility in the State.   

RMTC has provided its engineering service to various housing developers, and we are 
aware of all the offsite infrastructure and permitting difficulties that they already need to 
overcome to provide affordable housing.  Recently, there has been defect litigation that 
have forced developers to put a stop to the further development of housing.  This is 
simply devastating to those homeowners awaiting for a home to live in.  Also, the halting 
of housing development has a direct impact to the engineering and construction 
community.  Our industry has committed manpower and other expenses to continue 
helping developers to continue building the much needed infrastructure and satisfy the 
housing shortage.  We are concerned that the ripple effect that halting of housing will 
have on other industries that depends on housing development.  In addition, we 
understand that first time homebuyers who need government backed mortgage are 
unable to get these loans and are essentially denied the opportunity to own a home. 
 
The amendment to the Contractor Repair Act will be vital for homeowners to deal with 

construction defects in a fair and transparent manner.  Homeowners need to spend less 



time worrying about potential construction defects and spend more time taking care of 

their families. 

 

As a well established local Company, RMTC strongly supports HB420 HD1.  We believe 

that the amendment will allow developers to address construction defects expeditions and 

will eventually deter unfounded litigations and allow Hawaii to keep chipping away at our 

housing crisis.  We humbly ask for your support to these amendments. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Collins Lam 

 

Vice President 
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The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 

and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

415 S. Beretania Street Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a 

better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects. 

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners and builders, allowing 

defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a 

rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for 

families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher costs and fewer financing 

options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are 

forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some 

homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair Act. It ensures builders 

have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer 

for homeowners. This bill will help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely 

repairs they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s housing future. 

 

Alex Kwon 

 

President 

Paradigm Construction LLC 

 

http://www.paradigmhi.com/


The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo! 

Joey Gomez 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal 
battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay 
repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it 
harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal 
disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some 
homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving 
shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, 
reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will 
help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely 
repairs they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

Craig Nishimura 

 

craign@grayhongnojima.com 

mailto:craign@grayhongnojima.com


February 11,2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

A-Plus Seamless Raingutters, Inc. 
Katherine Ishida 
808-623-0394 



 

 

 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 8:54:02 AM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Guy Taylor Z Contractors Inc. Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

February 11, 2025 

  

To the Honorable: Scott Matayoshi, Chair 

and members of the Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives, Hawaiʻi State Capitol 

 

 

Good day Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

  

My name is Guy Taylor, and I am a general contractor here in Hawaiʻi. I am testifying in 

strong support of HB420 HD1. 

  

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to foster collaboration between builders and 

homeowners, ensuring defects are addressed efficiently. Unfortunately, this process has 

been derailed by attorneys exploiting legal loopholes to file class action lawsuits that are 

often unnecessary and hurting both the construction industry here in Hawaiʻi and the 

homeowners that purchase these properties. In many cases the homeowners don’t even 

know they are part of this litigation due to the lawyers sending post type cards notifying 

them which gets tossed in the trash. These lawsuits delay projects, increase costs, and 

disrupt the housing market. We as builders face heightened risks, which leads to higher 

construction costs, fewer housing projects, and reduced affordability. 

  

We build quality housing following the building codes to the tee using the highest quality 

material and hardware specified per the building codes. We are also signatory with the 

Hawaiʻi Carpenters Union and use skilled tradesmen. If this matter is not addressed the 



home building industry will continue to struggle under the weight of legal uncertainty and 

rising costs and perhaps on certain upcoming projects the developers will choose to take 

their business to the mainland. 

  

HB420 HD1 offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair 

and cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce 

unnecessary litigation, stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality 

homes for Hawaiʻi’s residents. I respectfully ask that the committee will pass HB420 HD1 

to support both the Homebuyers as well as the building industry here in Hawaiʻi. 

  

Thank you 

Guy Taylor 

Z Contractors Inc. 

gtaylorhawaii@gmail.com 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair   
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives  
Hawai‘i State Capitol   
415 S. Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies  
  
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee,  
I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.   
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary 
legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that 
delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 
made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in 
Hawaiʻi.  
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out 
legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, 
with some homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal 
claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair.  
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is 
filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This 
bill will help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get 
the timely repairs they deserve.  
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and 
Hawaiʻi’s housing future.  
  

Mahalo!   
Carole Ueki 
carole@kyinternational.com 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

Best regards, 

Robert Yoneoka, AIA 

KY International Inc. 
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UNITING OUR STRENGTHS AND WORKING TOGETHER FOR A BETTER TOMORROW 
 

 
February 12, 2025  
  

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Rep. Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair  
Rep. Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair  

  
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT  

House Bill 420, HD 1, Relating to Remedies  
  
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee:  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on behalf of the Hawaii Operating Engineers 
Industry Stabilization Fund Political Action Committee (HOEISF PAC). The HOEISF PAC is a 
non-profit labor management organization whose core mission is to represent the interests of 
the Operating Engineers Local Union No. 3 and Hawaii’s leading contractors and ensure that 
the industry is thriving and sustainable for the future.  
  
We are writing in support of HB 420, HD 1, which provides much-needed clarity to the process 
surrounding construction defect claims. This measure ensures that the statute of repose is 
properly applied, refines the requirements for notices of claims, and streamlines the process for 
accepting settlement offers.  
  
Affordable housing remains one of Hawaii’s most pressing challenges. The high cost of 
construction, coupled with legal uncertainties, discourages investment in new housing 
developments. A well-defined and efficient process for addressing construction defect claims 
will help mitigate risk and create a more stable environment for builders, homeowners, and 
contractors alike.  
  
The proposed changes in HB 420, HD 1 provide homeowners with a more structured pathway 
to resolve disputes while avoiding unnecessary litigation. By prioritizing early notification and 
encouraging fair and timely resolutions, this bill enhances consumer protection while ensuring 
that Hawaii’s construction industry remains strong. A clear, efficient system benefits all 
stakeholders, enabling projects to move forward without the burden of prolonged legal battles.  
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide our testimony in support and we urge you to pass this 
measure.  



 

HAWAII STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

Conference Room 329 & Videoconference 
State Capitol 

2:00 pm 
  

February 12, 2025 
 
  

Subject:        HB 420, Relating to Remedies 
  
Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and members of the Committee: 

My name is Roseann Freitas, CEO of the Building Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii). Chartered 
in 1955, the Building Industry Association of Hawaii is a professional trade organization affiliated with the 
National Association of Home Builders, representing the building industry and its associates. BIA-Hawaii 
takes a leadership role in unifying and promoting the interests of the industry to enhance the quality of life 
for the people of Hawaii. Our members build the communities we all call home. 
  
BIA-Hawaii is in strong support of HB 420, Relating to Remedies. This bill clarifies the applicability of the 
statute of repose for actions arising from construction defects, clarifies the required contents of a notice of 
claim of construction defect served on a contractor, amends the process and time frame for a claimant to 
accept a contractor's offer to settle or inspect and authorize the contractor to proceed with repairs, limits 
the amount a claimant can recover if the claimant rejects a contractor's reasonable proposal for 
inspection or a reasonable offer to remedy, and clarifies the consequences of rejecting an offer of 
settlement. 
 
Hawaii’s homebuilders are committed to delivering high-quality homes that meet or exceed industry 
standards. However, construction defect claims have increasingly led to costly litigation, delaying 
necessary repairs and driving up housing costs. SB 179 provides a balanced, pre-litigation resolution 
process, allowing contractors to address and repair alleged defects before homeowners file lawsuits.  
 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide our comments on this matter. 
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February 12, 2025 

House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

RE: SUPPORT for HB 420 HD1 - RELATING TO REMEDIES 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

 

On behalf of Hawai‘i YIMBY, we are writing in support of HB 420 HD1 which would clarify the 

Contractor Repair Act and outline a balanced and clear path to reconciliation when a legitimate 

construction defect claim is made. 

We believe the main solution to our housing crisis is building more housing. As currently stands, 

imbalance and lack of clarity within the Contractor Repair Act is both slowing down and halting 

housing production and not yielding adequate remedy for legitimate construction defect claims. 

If overly-broad, time-consuming litigation is allowed to continue, we will have fewer homes built 

for Hawai‘i residents and will continue to have residents whose homes have legitimate defects 

that cannot be fixed in a timely manner due to ongoing litigation or insufficient settlement funds. 

These effects impact current and future generations' access to homeownership, which will have 

long-lasting effects on our local population and economy. It is important that we identify and 

correct barriers to housing production, while continuing to require the highest standards of our 

home builders and provide appropriate protections for our homeowners. We would like to 

emphasize that the intent of this bill is to continue to protect homeowners who encounter 

legitimate defect claims by defining a reconciliation process that requires a good faith effort 

from home builders to provide an appropriate and timely repair. The homeowners’ right to litigate 

a claim is maintained, and should be the final step taken, not the first. In a housing crisis with 

limited supply, limited financing, and skyrocketing construction and insurance costs, we cannot 
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continue to allow time and money consuming litigation to be the first path chosen towards 

reconciliation of construction defect claims. 

Hawai‘i YIMBY (Yes In My Backyard) is a volunteer-led grassroots advocacy organization 

dedicated to supporting bold and effective solutions for Hawai‘i’s devastating housing crisis. Our 

members are deeply concerned about Hawai‘i’s chronic and worsening housing shortage, which 

has caused home prices to rise much faster than incomes and pushes thousands of kamaʻāina 

out to the mainland or into homelessness every single year. 

We ask your support for this bill. Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Sincerely, 

Damien Waikoloa 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 

 

Edgardo Díaz Vega 

Chapter Lead, Hawai‘i YIMBY 
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The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 
 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 
 
I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains 
attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects. 
 
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to aƯord a home in Hawaiʻi. 
 
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead of 
getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suƯered, with some homeowner associations 
advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair. 
 
As a contractor who has been involved in the construction of thousands of new homes over several 
decades, I can tell you that we stand behind the quality of our work, often going above and beyond 
what it “contractually” required of us when it comes to repairs.  We pride ourselves in ensuring that 
homeowners are satisfied.  However, when attorneys get involved and actually prevent us from 
making repairs that we agree should be made, no one wins. 
 
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing aƯordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 
 
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 
 
Mahalo! 
 

 
Keith Emerson 
President, Island Flooring 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to aƯord a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suƯered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing aƯordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  
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Comments:  

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi 

and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

  

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

  

Dear Rep. Matayoshi, and Members of the Committee: 

I am testifying in support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains 

attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects. 

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 

homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal 

battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay 

repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder 

for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 

higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 

properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal 

disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some 

homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving 

shared spaces in disrepair. 



HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 

Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, 

reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help 

keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs 

they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 

housing future. 

  

Thank you. 

Mark Daranciang 

mark@kyinternational.com 
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Testimony of Christopher Hikida 
 

TO: Honorable Scot Matayoshi 
 Honorable Cory Chun 

The Thirty-Third Legislative Session 2025 
Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

 
Re: OPPOSITION to H.B. 420 

Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Christopher Hikida, and I am a Partner in the Hawaii office of the law firm of 

Kasdan Turner Thomson Booth, LLLC.  We practice plaintiff-side construction defect litigation 

and we represent homeowners and associations seeking safe and code-compliant housing by 

pursuing their legal rights against developers and contractors.  

I OPPOSE H.B. 420 as it would make homes more costly for consumers by putting the 

costs for contractors’ mistakes on the homeowner; and it would be constitutionally problematic by 

creating special protections for a class of contractors and builders that are not afforded to other 

defendants.  

I. H.B. 420 DOES NOT Achieve the Goals of Affordability, Instead Making Housing 
More Costly 
 
H.B. 420 does not achieve the goal of creating more affordable homes in Hawaii.  Instead, 

it would make purchasing a home ultimately more costly for homeowners, as it would shift cost 

of repairing construction defects to the homeowners—homeowners would be responsible not only 

for the initial costs of purchasing a home, but for subsequent costs to repair defects created by the 

developers and contractors. H.B. 420 does this by making it easier for developers and contractors 
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to get away with shoddy workmanship, and preventing homeowners from recovering the funds 

needed to repair construction defects in their homes.   

H.B. 420 would hurt consumers by (1) preventing homeowners from pursuing their 

legitimate construction defect claims; and (2) creating an unequal bargaining field, significantly 

disadvantaging the homeowner while giving developers and contractors the upper hand in the 

resolution process.  Specifically, H.B. 420 would hurt consumers by: 

• Preventing Homeowners From Bringing any Claims After Two Years of 

Discovery—creating special protections only for builders and contractors 

• Preventing Homeowners From Recovering For Violations of Numerous Building 

Codes, Including Violations Those Affecting Life and Safety of Residents  

• Gutting Class Actions for Homeowners 

• Forcing Homeowners to Accept Inadequate Offers 

• Turning the Contractor Repair Act Into a One-Directional Process  

II. Construction Defects Are Hidden Costs That Make Home Ownership Unaffordable 

My firm currently represents over 2,000 unit owners through their associations in various 

high-rise buildings throughout Honolulu including buildings which are over 88% workforce 

housing.  We also represent thousands of homeowners on Oahu, Maui, Kauai, and Hawaii in 

certified class action lawsuits regarding corroded foundation systems due to improper 

construction. 

The homeowners we represent face significant and immediate issues due to construction 

defects, for which they do not have sufficient funds to repair.  For example, the following are a 

small sample of the issues our clients face after purchasing a defective home: 

• Defects in fire protection systems affecting life and safety of homeowners 



Re: Opposition to H.B. 420 
February 11, 2025 
Page 3 
 

 

nalKLLAWHAWAII.COM 
 

 

• Defects in plumbing systems leading to constant sewer smells, leaks, backups, and 

water damage in homes 

• Defective materials used for exterior screens and windows, leading to dangerous 

conditions where panels or windows fall off the side of high-rise buildings onto 

walkways below 

Construction defects lead to significant regular costs for the homeowner and associations, 

who are required to conduct temporary repairs just to keep their homes habitable.  And the 

permanent solutions often come at a significant expense for the homeowners and associations—

requiring millions or tens of millions of dollars.  This is money that homeowners and associations 

do not have—especially given the high cost of housing in Hawaii. 

III. H.B. 420 Prevents Homeowners From Recovering For Legitimate Defect Claims 

H.B. 420 will prevent homeowners from recovering for legitimate construction defects by 

(A) unreasonably limiting the timeframe in which homeowners can bring claims; (B) preventing 

homeowners from bringing legitimate construction defect claims; and (C) demolishing the class 

action process for homeowners.  

A. H.B. 420 unreasonably cuts the time in which a homeowner can bring a cause of 
action violating the Equal Protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and its 
state counterpart 
 

H.B. 420 modifies HRS § 657-8, the Statute of Repose, to require that homeowners bring 

any cause of action, including claims under contract, tort, statute or otherwise, within two years 

from when the “cause of action accrued”.   

This change would make Hawaii’s Statute of Repose the most restrictive in the United 

States—most all states have a ten-year statute of repose from date of completion without the 

additional time limitation from when the cause of action accrued.  Other states don’t have a statute 
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of repose that provides additional limitations from when the cause of action accrued because statute 

of limitations already exist for the various causes of action (i.e. negligence, breach of contract, 

etc.). 

Similarly, Hawaii already has statute of limitations for various causes of action, such as 

negligence and breach of contract.  H.B. 420, by limiting all causes of action for construction 

defect to 2 years would offend the Equal Protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment and its 

State counterpart treating contractors and builders as a special class of persons subject to stronger 

protections. See Fujioka v. Kam, 55 Haw. 7, 514 P.2d 568 (1973) and Shibuya v. Architects Haw., 

65 Haw. 26, 647 P.2d 276 (1982), finding that versions of HRS § 657-8 violated the equal 

protections clause because they benefitted a special class of contractors and builders based on their 

membership in the construction industry. 

  For example, a 6-year statute of limitations already exists for Breach of Contract or 

Breach of Warranty claims under HRS § 657-1.  H.B. 420 would shrink that to two (2) years from 

when the breach was discovered—entitling builders and contractors to a shorter time frame in 

which they could be liable for similar claims. This would mean that a plaintiff in any other case 

(including any contractor suing for breach of a construction contract) could bring a breach of 

contract claim during a 6-year time frame, while homeowners and associations would be unfairly 

limited to 2 years in construction defect cases. 

This significantly shortened time frame is highly problematic, especially where there are 

multiple factors that often prevent homeowners and associations from expeditiously bringing 

claims.  For example, homeowners often don’t realize that problems they face are caused by 

underlying construction defects until a consultant is involved; homeowners have to go through a 

long and onerous prelitigation process prior to filing a claim; developers often continue to have 



Re: Opposition to H.B. 420 
February 11, 2025 
Page 5 
 

 

nalKLLAWHAWAII.COM 
 

 

sway over the board of the association, even after the developer control period is over; and 

developers often put clauses in the association’s governing documents such as requiring developer 

approval prior to filing lawsuits, thwarting the association’s efforts to timely bring its claims. 

The proposed bill also defines the term “substantial completion” as the earliest of the 

issuance of a temporary Certificate of Occupancy – which can be a date well before the building 

is truly completed – or the earliest of the filing of a Notice of Completion. It is well known that 

oftentimes, to start the lien period for claimants or subcontractors and materials suppliers, these 

notices are often published long before a building is finished and transferred to homeowners.  

B. H.B. 420 unreasonably limits actionable claims and strips homeowners of the right 
to pursue life-safety Building Code violations 
 

H.B. 420 further constrains homeowners by preventing them from bringing claims for 

violations of the Building Code that provides for life and safety building requirements.  H.B. 420 

only allows homeowners to bring claims for “material violations” – and then states that in order to 

pursue claims for Building Code violations, the violations have to pose or cause significant damage 

to the performance of the building. 

This legislation would leave no remedies to fix critical fire or life safety defects until after 

there is a tragedy. 

Moreover, H.B. 420 also contains language which is 100% contrary to the existing 

language in all model building codes published by the International Code Council (ICC), which 

states: 

1. The fact that the plans contain code violations does not constitute approval of the code 

violation. 
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2. The fact that the building was inspected and even obtained a final sign-off does not 

constitute approval of the violation. 

3. The fact that a Certificate of Occupancy was issued by the Building Office does not 

constitute approval as to code compliance. 

H.B. 420 turns that concept on its head and instead says that if there was plan approval and 

inspection, there can be no material violation. This would mean that contractors and builders could 

escape liability through plan approval or an inspection, even if the violation is clearly a defect that 

affects the homeowners and needs to be repaired. 

C. H.B. 420 guts the class action process  

H.B. 420 proposes to destroy the well-developed practice of class actions in Hawaii. Courts 

have specifically followed the framework for class actions under Rule 23 of the Hawaii Rules of 

Civil Procedure. Hawaii has specifically allowed for class actions to be filed, where one or more 

individuals act in a representative capacity for themselves and all persons similarly situated. The 

current practice here in marrying HRS §672E with Rule 23 of the Hawaii Rules of Civil Procedure 

is to certify the class, then allow contractors to inspect a representative sample of the homes. 

Owners of variously identified mass-produced tract homes are a proper and perfect 

example of where class actions are necessary—since it would be unfeasible to require each 

homeowner to obtain and pay their own legal fees. However, H.B. 420 attempts to abolish the class 

action process by requiring each class member to comply with HRS § 672E, which by this 

proposed statute includes inspection of each dwelling subject to the claim.   

This is the antithesis of a class action where one acts on behalf of the class—it would make 

the construction defect recovery process expensive and significantly time-consuming.   
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IV. H.B. 420 Gives Contractors and Builders Unequal Bargaining Power 

H.B. 420 would significantly disadvantage homeowners and advantage builders and 

contractors during the resolution process by penalizing homeowners who reject developer and 

contractor’s offers and turning HRS § 672E into a one-way flow of information. 

A. H.B. 420 will force homeowners into accepting low-ball offers 

The provisions in H.B. 420 promotes settlement by coercing homeowners into accepting 

any offer made during the Contractor Repair Act process—essentially requiring the homeowner to 

accept the contractor's initial offer. H.B. 420, at Section 674E-4(c), states: 'the claimant shall accept 

a contractor’s proposal' (emphasis added) to inspect, without regard to how intrusive it may be—

allowing a contractor to harass an owner with unreasonable demands.  

H.B. 420 then sets forth as a statutory limit that, if the homeowner rejects the contractor’s 

offer, that the claimant’s recovery “shall be limited” to the reasonable value of the repair 

determined on the date of the offer and the amount of the offered monetary payment. Thus, the 

contractors get to set for the exact nature of the repair and they determine its scope – and the 

amount of the offered monetary payment becomes a de facto limit of the recovery. 

As such, the contractor gets to unilaterally determine and limit the recovery, depriving the 

owner of having a jury determine the cost of repair. 

Moreover, attorney fees are used as a weapon, after navigating the limit on the recovery set 

forth in the proposed statute, if the homeowner does not do better than the offer, the owner is 

precluded from recovering their own fees on any claim. Even though Hawaii, being an assumpsit 

state, allows prevailing parties in contract claims to recover fees unless precluded by express terms 

in the contract. This proposed legislation abrogates that right. 
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While H.B. 420 seeks to penalize homeowners who do not accept a contractor’s offer, it 

does not provide any similar incentive to contractors who fail to make a reasonable offer during 

the Contractor Repair Act process. 

The amendments under H.B. 420 would therefore allow contractors to use the procedures 

of the Contract Repair Act to strong-arm homeowners into accepting insufficient repairs or costs 

for repair, and ultimately deny homeowners sufficient recovery to repair the construction defects 

in their homes. 

B. H.B. 420 will create a cumbersome prelitigation process 

H.B. 420 also imposes unreasonable hurdles in the Contractor Repair Act for homeowners 

to satisfy, requiring the homeowner and associations to provide to the Contractors all of their 

investigative work product and provide both attorney work product and expert work product prior 

to litigation.  The bill requires that, if available to the claimant, 'actual evidence' of both the nature 

and cause of the construction defect and necessary repairs be provided, including expert reports, 

photographs, videotapes, and any testing done. This will provide grounds for contractors to argue 

that homeowners and associations have failed to meet the requirements of the Contractor Repair 

Act, thus making it exceedingly difficult to proceed towards a just resolution. 

The current version the Contractor Repair Act already requires homeowners to provide 

significant information on the defects by describing the construction defect claims in detail, 

providing all test results related to the claims, and providing access to contractors to inspect all 

testing and conduct its own testing.   

In contrast, the Contractor Repair Act does not require the contractor to provide ANY 

information on the homes despite having constructed them.  In reality, contractors have the most 

practical information related to the construction defects of the building and how those defects can 
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be reasonably repaired.  Contractors have all the construction documents showing how the building 

was actually constructed, which is critical for information needed for all parties (including the 

homeowners) to assess the defects and necessary repairs.  And yet contractors are not required to 

provide this or any information during the Contractor Repair Act process.  As a result, homeowners 

and associations cannot obtain the necessary documents during the Contractor Repair Act process 

to adequately assess the construction defects and determine an appropriate repair and are forced to 

move forward to litigation—where they are finally able to obtain discovery. 

Therefore, H.B. 420 would further prejudice homeowners in what is already a biased 

process that requires only a one-way flow of information from homeowner to contractor. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Developers supporting H.B. 420 attempt to frame the construction defect process as a core 

cause of unaffordable housing in Hawaii, without providing any actual evidence. They do not 

provide a solution that promotes better initial construction—which would significantly cut down 

on total costs.  Rather, they propose changes in H.B. 420, that makes it more profitable to continue 

with the status quo—failing to fix the underlying issue of quality control. 

However, H.B. 420 would not achieve the goals of this Committee to make housing more 

affordable.  On the contrary, it would only allow developers and contractors to avoid liability for 

construction defects, and make it harder for homeowners to obtain sufficient recovery to repair the 

issues.  H.B. 420 would ultimately shift the costs of construction defects on homeowners who will 

not only have to pay for housing, but will also have to subsequently pay to repair the contractors 

defects.  Ultimately, H.B. 420 would make housing less affordable for consumers. 
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Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Very Truly Yours, 

 

Christopher K. Hikida 
Kasdan Turner Thomson Booth LLLC 
chikida@kasdancdlaw.com  
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February 12, 2025 
 
 

   House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
   Rep. Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 
   Rep. Cory M. Chun , Vice Chair 
 

Wednesday, February 12, 2025 
2:00 p.m. Conference Room #329 and via videoconference 
 

 
RE: HB420HD1 – Relating to Remedies 
 

 
Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, members of the Committee, 

 
My name is Kiran Polk, and I am the Executive Director & CEO of the Kapolei Chamber of Commerce. The Kapolei 
Chamber of Commerce is an advocate for businesses in the Kapolei region including Waipahu, Kapolei, ‘Ewa 
Beach, Nānakūli, Wai‘anae and Mākaha.  The Chamber works on behalf of its members and the business 
community to improve the regional and State economic climate and help West O‘ahu businesses thrive.  We 
are a member- driven, member-supported organization representing the interests of all types of business: 
small, medium or large, for profit or non-profit businesses or sole proprietorship. 

 
The Kapolei Chamber of Commerce strongly supports HB420 which amends the statute addressing actions arising 
from construction defects. This will help to ensure that homeownership is attainable and a better, streamlined 
process for homeowners to resolve construction defects.  
 
The Contractor Repair Act was initially established to foster cooperation between homeowners and builders, 
allowing for the identification and rectification of defects without resorting to unnecessary litigation. Regrettably, 
existing loopholes in the law have resulted in an increase in lawsuits that delay repairs, elevate housing costs, and 
dissuade new home construction. This situation has particularly impacted families, especially first-time homebuyers, 
by making it more challenging to afford homes in Hawaiʻi. The repercussions of these lawsuits extend beyond 
builders. Families attempting to purchase homes encounter higher costs and limited financing options as lenders 
are reluctant to approve loans for properties embroiled in legal disputes. Homeowners facing defects are 
compelled into protracted legal battles rather than receiving timely repairs.  

West O’ahu is the fastest growing region in the State. We are in an affordable housing crisis. The housing market 
in West O’ahu, including new home inventory, provides the much-needed options for our young families and new 
home buyers as well as our growing veteran population on the west side. First time home buyers and veterans have 
faced restricted financing options because of these lawsuits. 
 
Construction of these new developments are being put on hold because of these lawsuits. The cost of the home 
and insurance goes up because of these lawsuits, making it even more expensive for developers to build homes 
and consequently more expensive for people to buy homes. 
 
In conclusion, the proposed changes align with the principles of proactive conflict resolution, promoting a 
collaborative approach to addressing construction defects. The emphasis on early notification is a strategic and 
pragmatic step that can significantly contribute to the expeditious resolution of issues, benefiting all stakeholders 
involved. 
  
Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 

Respectfully, 

Kiran Polk 
Executive Director & CEO  

 
1001 Kamokila Boulevard, Campbell Building Suite 250, Kapolei, Hawaii 96707 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair   
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives  
Hawai‘i State Capitol   
415 S. Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies  
  
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee,  
I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.   
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary 
legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that 
delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 
made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in 
Hawaiʻi.  
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out 
legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, 
with some homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal 
claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair.  
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is 
filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This 
bill will help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get 
the timely repairs they deserve.  
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and 
Hawaiʻi’s housing future.  
  

Mahalo!   
Iris Abe 
iris@kyinternational.com 
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February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 
The Honorable Cory M. Chun, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
State House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
 Subject: H.B. 420, H.D. 1  RELATING TO REMEDIES  
   Hearing: Wednesday, February 12, 2025; 2:00 pm 
    Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
             
Dear Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 
 
My name is Quentin Machida and I am testifying on behalf of Gentry Homes, Ltd. in strong SUPPORT of 
the subject bill which proposes much-needed changes to our laws relating to repairs of construction  
The Contractor Repair Act (CRA) under Chapter 672E was intended to provide a means for builders and 
homeowners to efficiently and collaboratively address legitimate construction defects that are discovered 
within a certain time period.  As a homebuilder who has existed in Hawaii for over 55 years and who 
desires to continue building homes in our island state, we believe that our reputation is of utmost 
importance.  It in our best interest to not only build the best homes possible, but to also proactively 
address any legitimate construction defect claims as quickly and effectively as possible. 
 
Unfortunately, our company and a number of other homebuilders have recently been the target of a rising 
number of class action lawsuits which have prohibited us from addressing construction defect claims as 
quickly and efficiently as possible.  This harms the homeowner, our companies, and the community as a 
whole.  These types of lawsuits have had a deleterious effect on the overall housing market by delaying 
housing construction, restricting mortgage lending, increasing insurance costs, impacting jobs, 
decreasing supply, and increasing the overall cost of housing.  Without reform, Hawaii’s housing crisis will 
continue to worsen because of the detrimental impacts of such lawsuits on not only potential 
homebuyers, but the construction industry as a whole.  As a developer of workforce housing for local 
families, we find this to be both undesirable and unacceptable. 
 
HB420, as amended, offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair and 
cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce unnecessary litigation, 
stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality homes for Hawaiʻi’s residents. I 
respectfully urge your support. Mahalo. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GENTRY HOMES, LTD. 
 

 
 
Quentin Machida 
President and CEO 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ricardo Academic 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Joemelyn Adviento 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Glenn Alcalde 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Kekahi Reiny-Aloy 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Andrew K. Amina 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Tea Sio Leimoni Asipeli 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Dean Au 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Desmond Banglos 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Eleazar Jeffrey Bantillo 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Russel Barcena 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Bobby Brown 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Aldrin Cabana 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Lazaro F. Cabral 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jeffrey Cashion 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Nathan Christopherson 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

William Easley 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Shane Fujimoto 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Kaipo Galeon 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Don Hamatake 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jonathan Julian 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Samuel Kaimuloa 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Nikolay Krasovskiy 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jon Kunimura 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jerico Joshua Labosan 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Solomon Leui 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Thomas Cabus-Lopes 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Randall Lum 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Richard Miller 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Bronson Millon 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Eric Miranda 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Darryl Mizuguchi 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Rayden Pagaridan 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Edward Paguirigan 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ronson Rarogal 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Hailee Resuello 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ricki Richmond 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ben Ningeok-Ross 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Kekona B. Salazar 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Chace Akina 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Adolpho A. Miranda 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Alexander R. Anjagay 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Nixon Atisanoe 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Zach Atwood 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Butch Baptist 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ashton Batara 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Raymond V. Bautista 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Travis Bloom 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Royanne L. Cano 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Spencer Chock 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jacob Chun 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Dan Corrales, Jr. 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jefly Cruz 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Federico Dabu 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Johnald G. Daguio 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Eric Dahlitz 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Lyle Danielson 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Daniel Donlin 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Raymart Echalar 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ioane Emosi 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Alvin Faumui 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Reymando Fiesta 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Shane Gagabi 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Rodney Ganitano 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Eric He 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Hunter Hoʻohuli 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Robert Iwasaki 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Niko Kala-Mahiai 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ricky Kauanui 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Guy Keliʻikoa 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Thomas King 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Samuel Koahou 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Tyler Kukahiko 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

David Lee 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Steve Mabanag 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Andrew Maberry 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Lucien Mahaʻa 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters (HRCC), and I am testifying in strong 
support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and 
provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Lott Mahiai 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jester Acosto 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Crystal Balicoa 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Teddy Barbosa 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Branigan T. Lee 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jaime Bueno 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Robert Guerrero 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Donovan C. Hansen 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Clinton Joseph Hatori 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Randolf Heʻo, Jr. 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jennifer Hipa 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Delson Kaeo 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Perfecto D. Labrador 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Kalikiano Libokmeto 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Aaron Louch 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Lawson Maneafaiga 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Joseph Mikaele 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Fono Misi 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Chase Nishimoto 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Keola Ogitani 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Ocean Ohelo 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Kenny Pacleb 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Carel Daniel Pancipanci 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Corinne Parras 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Dino Puropen 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Kaipo Santa Elena 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Daniel Sarajina, Jr. 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Mildred Soriano 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Andrew Sumaylo 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Justin Tanouye 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Matthew Teixeira 



February 11, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the  Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I am testifying in strong support of HB420 
HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains attainable and provides a better process 
for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Rommer Vilep 



Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
PO Box 3043 

Honolulu, HI 96802-3043 
 

February 12, 2025 

TO: Chair Matayoshi and members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
RE: HB 420, HD1 Relating to Remedies 

 
Dear Chair Matayoshi and Committee Members, 
 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future is a nonprofit dedicated to creating opportunities for Hawai‘i’s next generation 
by ending the workforce housing shortage. 
 
We support HB 420, HD1.  
 
Our organization appreciates the hard work that went into drafting this legislation over the past year. 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future supported HB 2213 of the 2024 Legislative Session. To that end, much of the 
language our organization offered in support of HB 2213 of 2024 applies to this bill. 
 
Over the last year, the situation hasn’t changed. In fact, it is growing worse.  
 
We live in a litigious state. And lawyers are not always a force for good. Occasionally, the net result of 
litigation is negative for society. In this case, a small group of well-heeled plaintiffs attorneys threaten 
the for-sale attached multi-family product type. 
 
The attorneys threaten an entire housing product type. And unfortunately for us, that product type is the 
entry point into homeownership for many families. Because of litigation, first-time homebuyers using 
FHA and VA loans won’t be able to buy units. 
 
The litigation is not being brought to benefit the consumer. If it were, consumers would be satisfied with 
repair or remedy for any defects. Rather, the litigation is brought because a small cabal of attorneys 
sense that regulation in Hawai‘i is weak and they can exploit the system for personal gain. 
 
As insurance costs increase, fewer homes are built and our housing crisis gets worse. 
 
By protecting contractors from unscrupulous litigation, HB420 also protects affordable workforce 
housing for our residents. Let’s advance HB 420, HD1. 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
Lee Wang​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Perry Arrasmith 
Executive Director​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Policy 
Housing Hawai‘i’s Future​​ ​ ​ ​ Housing Hawai‘i’s Future 
lee@hawaiisfuture.org ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ perry@hawaiisfuture.org  

hawaiisfuture.org 
 

mailto:lee@hawaiisfuture.org
mailto:perry@hawaiisfuture.org
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2/11/2025

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives
Hawai‘i State Capitol
415 S. Beretania Street Honolulu, HI 96813

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Glenn Saito. I work in Hawaiʻi’s building industry, and a representative
Commercials Sheetmetal, I am testifying in strong support of HB420.

The Contractor Repair Act was intended to foster collaboration between builders and
homeowners, ensuring defects are addressed reasonably and efficiently. Unfortunately,
this process has been derailed by attorneys exploiting legal loopholes to file lawsuits that
are often unnecessary or trivial. These lawsuits delay projects, increase costs, and disrupt
the housing market. Builders face heightened risks, which leads to higher construction
costs, fewer housing projects, and reduced affordability.

For those of us in the building industry, these issues have real consequences. Rising
litigation costs make it harder to keep housing projects on schedule and within budget.
Builders are less willing to take on projects, impacting jobs and delaying much-needed
housing production. Without reform, the home building industry will continue to
struggle under the weight of legal uncertainty and rising costs.

HB420 offers a solution by establishing clearer guidelines that will lead to a more fair
and cooperative process for addressing construction defects. This bill will reduce
unnecessary litigation, stabilize costs, and allow builders to focus on delivering quality
homes for Hawaiʻi’s residents. I respectfully urge your support. Mahalo.

Respectfully,

Commercial Sheetmetal Co., Inc.
contactus@csm-co.com

Commercial Sheetmetal Co.Inc.
           94-142 LEOLEO STREET *  WAIPAHU, HAWAII 96797
                 PHONE: (808) 671-4002  FAX: (808) 676-7965
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February 11, 2025 

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 
     & Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection
Hawaii State House of Representatives 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI  96813 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee 

RE:  Support HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

My name is Lisa Enanoria, and I am the Senior Manager of Communications for Haseko  
Development, Inc. in ‘Ewa Beach.  My company and I strongly support HB420 HD1 because it 
will improve the process for homeowners to address construction defects, while ensuring 
that homeownership remains attainable.  

The original intent of the Contractor Repair Act was to foster collaboration between 
homeowners and builders, enabling defects to be identified and fixed without resorting to 
lengthy legal disputes. However, the current law has loopholes that have led to an increase in 
lawsuits, causing delays in repairs, escalating housing costs, and deterring new home 
construction. As a result, it has become more difficult for Hawai‘i families to afford 
purchasing homes.   

We urge you to support HB420 HD1 to help restore the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Enanoria 
Senior Manager of Communications 
Haseko Development, Inc.
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The State Legislature 

    House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce  
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 

Conference Room 329,  2:00 p.m. 
 
 

TO:   The Honorable Scot Z. Matayoshi, Chair 
FROM:   Keali‘i S. López, State Director 
RE:    Support for H.B. 420 HD1  Relating to Remedies 
                
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun and Members of the Committee: 
 

I am Keali‘i Lopez, State Director for AARP Hawai‘i. AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, social impact 
organization dedicated to empowering people fifty and older to choose how they live as they 
age. We advocate at the state and federal level for the issues that matter most to older adults 
and their families. On behalf of our nearly 135,000 members statewide, thank you for the 
opportunity to share our testimony. 
 

AARP opposes of H.B. 420 HD1 which attempts to address the complex and litigious nature of 
consumer and contractor concerns regarding construction defects. The bill takes a step in the 
wrong direction and reduces, if not strips, important consumer safeguards. H.B.420 HD1 
complicates matters for consumers who are not well-versed in the intricate details of building 
codes, architectural plans, contractor requirements, and occupancy certifications. This bill 
overlooks the challenges faced by the average homebuyer, making it even more difficult for them 
to navigate the already complex landscape of construction and housing regulations. 
 

AARP supports efforts to increase housing development in Hawai‘i. We recognize that delays and 
costly litigation are significant challenges. The current process for addressing defects is 
ineffective for both consumers and developers. Hawai‘i should consider adopting more balanced 
approaches established in other jurisdictions. 
 

We recommend that the parties, with the legislature's help, find less harmful and costly strategies 
to provide developers with greater certainty. This should balance the need for timely, cost-
effective development with the needs of consumers making significant investments. We urge the 
parties to find a more effective way to address everyone's concerns. While H.B. 420 HD1 aims to 
address housing cost challenges, it is not the right solution. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in opposition of H.B. 420 HD1. 
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HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 6:25:20 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Anne Anderson Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please defer this bill.  

Sincerely,  

Anne Anderson 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

 

 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 8:18:15 PM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Primrose Leong-

Nakamoto 
Individual Oppose 

Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please defer this bill as it will make it difficult to recover damages from developers for 

construction defects.  I was able to collect on said defects based on how it reads now with strong 

documentation.  This has helped homeowners for payments that they shouldn't have to pay for 

unforeseen things that could only happen during construction time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Primrose Leong-Nakamoto 

 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 5:53:52 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Lance S. Fujisaki Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Please defer this bill. 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol 
415 S. Beretania Street Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1, because it will ensure that homeownership remains 
attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects. 

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners and 
builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. Unfortunately, 
loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and 
discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—especially first-time 
homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher costs 
and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied up in 
litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead of getting 
timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner associations advised to 
neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair Act. It 
ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces unnecessary 
legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep housing affordable, 
protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s housing 
future. 

Mahalo, 

Sheryl E. Nojima 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal 
battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay 
repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it 
harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal 
disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some 
homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving 
shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, 
reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will 
help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely 
repairs they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

Richard W. Luga 

 



 
 
The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

Michael Nojima 



 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Guy Fukushima 

 

 



February 11, 2025 

 
Chair Scot Matayoshi  
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
and Members of the Commerce Protection and Commerce Committee  
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

Honorable Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun and Members of the Committee: 

Testimony in Support of HB420 HD1 – RELATING TO REMEDIES 
 
I am a civil engineer in the construction industry and have been practicing in Hawaii for over 40 
years.  Too often I see homeowners being taken advantage by opportunistic attorneys and are left 
on the short end.  Attorneys convince homeowners to participate in class-action lawsuits and end 
up taking much of the settlement claims, leaving homeowners with insufficient funds to perform 
the repairs that they originally requested. 

I believe HB420 will be a positive measure to help builders perform the necessary repairs for 
homeowners before attorneys can get involved.  That is why I support this measure and ask that the 
committee pass HB420. 

Homeownership should be a happy and exciting moment in people’s lives.  Too often the legal 
process is protracted, and the needed repairs are left unresolved, leaving the homeowner in a 
stressful and unpleasant situation.  When the process is completed, homeowners are left 
frustrated by not having enough money to complete the repairs needed.   Repair costs sometimes 
increase due to the lengthy litigation period. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

Mahalo, 

Greg Hiyakumoto, PE 

 
 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  

and Members of the CommiƩee on Commerce and Consumer ProtecƟon 

Hawai‘i State House of RepresentaƟves 

Hawai‘i State Capitol  

415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – RelaƟng to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the CommiƩee, 

I am tesƟfying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains 

aƩainable and provides a beƩer process for homeowners to resolve alleged construcƟon defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperaƟon between homeowners and 

builders, allowing defects to be idenƟfied and fixed without unnecessary legal baƩles. Unfortunately, 

loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and 

discourage new home construcƟon. This has made it harder for families—especially first‐Ɵme 

homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher costs 

and fewer financing opƟons because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properƟes Ɵed up in 

liƟgaƟon. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn‐out legal disputes instead of geƫng 

Ɵmely repairs. Even enƟre communiƟes have suffered, with some homeowner associaƟons advised to 

neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair Act. It 

ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces unnecessary 

legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep housing affordable, 

protect communiƟes, and ensure homeowners get the Ɵmely repairs they deserve. 

I urge the commiƩee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s housing 

future. 

Mahalo for your Ɵme and consideraƟon. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Winston M. Taniguchi 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Landon Lum 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Yoshida 

 

 



 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair   
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives  
Hawai‘i State Capitol   
415 S. Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies  
  
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee,  
I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.   
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary 
legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that 
delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 
made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to aƯord a home in 
Hawaiʻi.  
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out 
legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suƯered, 
with some homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal 
claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair.  
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is 
filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This 
bill will help keep housing aƯordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get 
the timely repairs they deserve.  
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and 
Hawaiʻi’s housing future.  
  

Mahalo!   
Vivyan Lin 
vivyan@kyinternational.com 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  

and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 

Hawai‘i State Capitol  

415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership remains 

attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 

and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 

Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 

housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—

especially first-time homebuyers—to a7ord a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 

costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 

up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead of 

getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have su7ered, with some homeowner associations 

advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 

Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 

unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 

housing a7ordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 

deserve, eventually, help our children and grandchildren to be a7orded the local housing properties, 

so they can be a7orded living in our Aina, our home in Hawaii. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 

housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

John Chen 

jchen



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair   
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives  
Hawai‘i State Capitol   
415 S. Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies  
  
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee,  
I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.   
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary 
legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that 
delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 
made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in 
Hawaiʻi.  
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out 
legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, 
with some homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal 
claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair.  
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is 
filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This 
bill will help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get 
the timely repairs they deserve.  
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and 
Hawaiʻi’s housing future.  
  

Mahalo!   
Pei Pei Chan 
peipeic@kyinternational.com 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 8:59:34 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Toby Hanzawa Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 

and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

415 S. Beretania Street Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

  

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 

remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 

defects. 

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 

homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal 

battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay 

repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder 

for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 

higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 

properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal 

disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some 

homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving 

shared spaces in disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 

Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, 



reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help 

keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs 

they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 

housing future. 

Mahalo! 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair   
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives  
Hawai‘i State Capitol   
415 S. Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies  
  
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee,  
I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.   
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary 
legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that 
delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 
made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in 
Hawaiʻi.  
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out 
legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, 
with some homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal 
claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair.  
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is 
filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This 
bill will help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get 
the timely repairs they deserve.  
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and 
Hawaiʻi’s housing future.  
  

Mahalo!   
Joyce Leung  
joyce@kyinternational.com 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 9:31:16 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Laurie Sokach Individual Oppose 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please defer this bill. 

While I agree that there are a lot of construction defects lawsuits against developers, I don't agree 

with stopping the ability for associations to sue when they have been the victim of very poor 

construction.  The cases that I have seen or been a part of have been completely justified.   

It is amazing the things I have seen get approved by the planning department.  I think the county 

should be included in the lawsuits because of what they allowed to be approved.  Almost like the 

building inspector walked through the inspection with a blind fold on.   

While I agree that something needs to change in this regard and that we have an issue in Hawaii 

with housing.  I think developers need to do a much better job on the construction side of what 

they are offering as product and what they have gotten away with for decades in the islands.   

Why is it that developers start new companies with each development they build, I think one 

reason is because they fully intend to build an inferrior product, cut corners, payoff County 

inspectors and cheat the consumer of a quality built and code compliant complex. 

I would say, stop allowing bad developers from building subpar complexes that owners have to 

sue to get repairs done that should never have been allowed in the first place.   

Sincerely, 

Laurie Sokach AMS, PCAM 

27 Year Professional Community Portfolio Manager 

Kona, Hawaii 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

 

 

 



HB-420-HD-1 

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 10:25:27 AM 

Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2025 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Derrick Ching Individual Support 
Written Testimony 

Only 

 

 

Comments:  

The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair 

and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection 

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 

Hawai‘i State Capitol 

415 S. Beretania Street 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

  

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

  

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 

remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 

defects. 

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 

homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal 

battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay 

repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder 

for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 

higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 

properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal 

disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some 

homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving 

shared spaces in disrepair. 



HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 

Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, 

reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help 

keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs 

they deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 

housing future. 

Thank you, 

Derrick Ching 

derrickc@kyinternational.com 

 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Robert S. Ofoia 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Allan Taketa 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Kealiiomana Keola 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Noah Kaaiai-Boner 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Joseph Lee 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Russell Cabingas 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Mario Leal Pinto 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Roderick Delos Santos 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Kyle Haina 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Quentin Early 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Keone Fuertes 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Alonzo Everett 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Philip Valiente 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Robert Locquiao 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Edwin M. Fomich 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Randy Miguel 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Darryl Duvauchelle 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Gian Carlo Cristobal 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

John Peralta 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Federick Tamayo 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Loyce Morris 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Spencer Orr 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Randall Aoki 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Travis Murakami 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Ricky Jermaine Lameg 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Brent Raymond 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Steve Anderson 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Ariel Agustin 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Alani Uyeno 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi 
and Members of the Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives  
Hawai‘i State Capitol   
415 S. Beretania Street  
Honolulu, HI 96813  
 
RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies  
  
Dear Rep. Matayoshi, and Members of the Committee: 
I am testifying in support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged 
construction defects.   
The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between 
homeowners and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary 
legal battles. Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that 
delay repairs, drive up housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has 
made it harder for families—especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in 
Hawaiʻi.  
The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face 
higher costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for 
properties tied up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out 
legal disputes instead of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, 
with some homeowner associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal 
claims, leaving shared spaces in disrepair.  
HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor 
Repair Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is 
filed, reduces unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This 
bill will help keep housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get 
the timely repairs they deserve.  
I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and 
Hawaiʻi’s housing future.  
  

Thank you. 
Raphael Tran 
raphael@kyinternational.com 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Brett Johnson 





February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Bubba Makinney 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Dedric Kea 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Donald Barenaba 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Melvin Goldstein-Kaehu 

 

 





The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

John Oury 

 

 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jaycob Quemado-Smith 

 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Jerome Kupukaa 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Jerry Mayola 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Mikal Yonehara 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Jestin Barayuga 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

John Luengen 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Jonah Hamada 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Jonathan Ching 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Val Tiburcio 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Albijay Brillantes 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Keaka Fernandez 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

David Rodrigues 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Michael Acoba 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Nill Edward 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Isaiah D.M. Reed 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Hawaii Regional Council of Carpenters, and I’m writing to strongly support 
SB179 because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a 
home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Scott C.L. Brede 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Plumbers & Fitters UA Local 675, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Scott Nihei-Lopes 



February 11, 2025 

 

Chair Scot Matayoshi 
Vice Chair Cory Chun 
Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
RE: HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 
Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Consumer Protection & Commerce 
Committee, 

I’m a member of the Operating Engineers Local 3, and I’m writing to strongly support SB179 
because it will help keep people working and make sure more local families can afford a home. 

I work hard building homes in Hawaiʻi, but I can’t even afford to buy one myself. Too many people I 
know, co-workers, family, friends—are struggling to find a place to live. The cost of housing keeps 
going up, and these construction defect lawsuits are making it worse. 

Instead of fixing problems, some lawyers are taking advantage of the system by suing first, which 
drives up costs and stops projects before builders can even make repairs. That means fewer jobs 
and higher housing prices for all of us. 

That’s not how it should work. Homeowners should be able to trust that their communities are 
being taken care of, but sometimes legal games get in the way. I’ve heard of cases where lawsuits 
drag on for years, leaving neighborhoods in bad shape because no one wants to take responsibility 
while they wait for a payout. That’s not fair to the people living there—they just want safe, well-kept 
homes, not a legal battle that makes things worse. 

SB179 is about fairness. It makes sure repairs happen before lawsuits and stops attorneys from 
using these cases to get rich while working families pay the price. This bill will help keep 
construction going, keep jobs steady, and make housing more affordable for all of us. 

Please pass SB179 so we can get back to work and make Hawaiʻi a place where people like me can 
actually afford to live. 

Mahalo, 

Sheldon Ajala 



The Honorable Scot Matayoshi, Chair  
and Members of the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Hawai‘i State House of Representatives 
Hawai‘i State Capitol  
415 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

RE: Strong Support for HB420 HD1 – Relating to Remedies 

 

Aloha Chair Matayoshi, Vice Chair Chun, and Members of the Committee, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB420 HD1 because it will ensure that homeownership 
remains attainable and provides a better process for homeowners to resolve alleged construction 
defects.  

The Contractor Repair Act was originally designed to encourage cooperation between homeowners 
and builders, allowing defects to be identified and fixed without unnecessary legal battles. 
Unfortunately, loopholes in the current law have led to a rise in lawsuits that delay repairs, drive up 
housing costs, and discourage new home construction. This has made it harder for families—
especially first-time homebuyers—to afford a home in Hawaiʻi. 

The impact of these lawsuits goes beyond homebuilders. Families trying to buy homes face higher 
costs and fewer financing options because lenders are hesitant to approve loans for properties tied 
up in litigation. Homeowners dealing with defects are forced into drawn-out legal disputes instead 
of getting timely repairs. Even entire communities have suffered, with some homeowner 
associations advised to neglect maintenance to strengthen legal claims, leaving shared spaces in 
disrepair. 

HB420 HD1 helps address these problems by restoring the original intent of the Contractor Repair 
Act. It ensures builders have the opportunity to make repairs before a lawsuit is filed, reduces 
unnecessary legal costs, and makes the process fairer for homeowners. This bill will help keep 
housing affordable, protect communities, and ensure homeowners get the timely repairs they 
deserve. 

I urge the committee to pass HB420 HD1 to support homebuyers, homeowners, and Hawaiʻi’s 
housing future. 

 

Mahalo!  

Allan Sildora, Jr. 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 

challenges of maternity leave, I can attest to the profound need for policies that **prioritize the 

well-being of parents, children, and our workforce as a whole**.   

When I gave birth, I was faced with an impossible choice: **prioritize financial stability or my 

own health and my newborn’s well-being.** Like so many parents, I had to navigate the early 

weeks of recovery and bonding with my child while also worrying about the economic 

consequences of taking unpaid time off. No family should have to choose between their 

livelihood and their baby’s critical first months of life.   

As a therapist, I have seen firsthand how **the lack of paid leave impacts mental health**—

especially for new mothers who are already at risk for postpartum depression and anxiety. When 

parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 

community** for generations to come. I urge you to support and pass legislation that provides 

**meaningful, accessible, and comprehensive paid family leave for all families in our state**.   

Mahalo for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,   

Heather Desenis 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 

challenges of maternity leave, I can attest to the profound need for policies that **prioritize the 

well-being of parents, children, and our workforce as a whole**.   

When I gave birth, I was faced with an impossible choice: **prioritize financial stability or my 

own health and my newborn’s well-being.** Like so many parents, I had to navigate the early 

weeks of recovery and bonding with my child while also worrying about the economic 

consequences of taking unpaid time off. No family should have to choose between their 

livelihood and their baby’s critical first months of life.   

As a therapist, I have seen firsthand how **the lack of paid leave impacts mental health**—

especially for new mothers who are already at risk for postpartum depression and anxiety. When 

parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 

community** for generations to come. I urge you to support and pass legislation that provides 

**meaningful, accessible, and comprehensive paid family leave for all families in our state**.   

Mahalo for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,   

Heather Desenis 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 

challenges of maternity leave, I can attest to the profound need for policies that **prioritize the 

well-being of parents, children, and our workforce as a whole**.   

When I gave birth, I was faced with an impossible choice: **prioritize financial stability or my 

own health and my newborn’s well-being.** Like so many parents, I had to navigate the early 

weeks of recovery and bonding with my child while also worrying about the economic 

consequences of taking unpaid time off. No family should have to choose between their 

livelihood and their baby’s critical first months of life.   

As a therapist, I have seen firsthand how **the lack of paid leave impacts mental health**—

especially for new mothers who are already at risk for postpartum depression and anxiety. When 

parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 

community** for generations to come. I urge you to support and pass legislation that provides 

**meaningful, accessible, and comprehensive paid family leave for all families in our state**.   

Mahalo for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,   

Heather Desenis 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 

challenges of maternity leave, I can attest to the profound need for policies that **prioritize the 

well-being of parents, children, and our workforce as a whole**.   

When I gave birth, I was faced with an impossible choice: **prioritize financial stability or my 

own health and my newborn’s well-being.** Like so many parents, I had to navigate the early 

weeks of recovery and bonding with my child while also worrying about the economic 

consequences of taking unpaid time off. No family should have to choose between their 

livelihood and their baby’s critical first months of life.   

As a therapist, I have seen firsthand how **the lack of paid leave impacts mental health**—

especially for new mothers who are already at risk for postpartum depression and anxiety. When 

parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 

community** for generations to come. I urge you to support and pass legislation that provides 

**meaningful, accessible, and comprehensive paid family leave for all families in our state**.   

Mahalo for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,   

Heather Desenis 
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 

challenges of maternity leave, I can attest to the profound need for policies that **prioritize the 

well-being of parents, children, and our workforce as a whole**.   

When I gave birth, I was faced with an impossible choice: **prioritize financial stability or my 

own health and my newborn’s well-being.** Like so many parents, I had to navigate the early 

weeks of recovery and bonding with my child while also worrying about the economic 

consequences of taking unpaid time off. No family should have to choose between their 

livelihood and their baby’s critical first months of life.   

As a therapist, I have seen firsthand how **the lack of paid leave impacts mental health**—

especially for new mothers who are already at risk for postpartum depression and anxiety. When 

parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 

community** for generations to come. I urge you to support and pass legislation that provides 

**meaningful, accessible, and comprehensive paid family leave for all families in our state**.   

Mahalo for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,   

Heather Desenis 
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Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 
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parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 

community** for generations to come. I urge you to support and pass legislation that provides 

**meaningful, accessible, and comprehensive paid family leave for all families in our state**.   

Mahalo for your time and consideration.   



Sincerely,   

Heather Desenis 
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Aloha, 

My name is Heather], and I am both a mother and a licensed therapist in Hawaii. I am here today 

to strongly support the establishment of **paid family leave** in our state. As both a 

professional who works closely with families and a mother who has personally experienced the 

challenges of maternity leave, I can attest to the profound need for policies that **prioritize the 

well-being of parents, children, and our workforce as a whole**.   

When I gave birth, I was faced with an impossible choice: **prioritize financial stability or my 

own health and my newborn’s well-being.** Like so many parents, I had to navigate the early 

weeks of recovery and bonding with my child while also worrying about the economic 

consequences of taking unpaid time off. No family should have to choose between their 

livelihood and their baby’s critical first months of life.   

As a therapist, I have seen firsthand how **the lack of paid leave impacts mental health**—

especially for new mothers who are already at risk for postpartum depression and anxiety. When 

parents return to work too soon, it disrupts the essential bonding period that supports infant 

development and maternal well-being. The stress of unpaid leave often leads to **increased 

mental health struggles, higher rates of burnout, and even long-term consequences for both 

parents and children**.   

Paid family leave is not just a **compassionate** policy—it is a **public health necessity**. 

Studies consistently show that **paid leave leads to better maternal health outcomes, lower 

infant mortality rates, stronger family bonds, and greater economic security**. It allows parents 

to recover from childbirth, establish crucial early attachment with their babies, and return to the 

workforce healthier, more focused, and more productive.   

Hawaii has the opportunity to be a leader in **supporting working families**. Paid family leave 

is not just about parents—it’s about **creating a stronger, healthier, and more resilient 
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Sincerely,   
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As a consumer, and a licensed contractor in the state of Hawaiʻi for 20 years, I urge you to pass 

HB420 HD 1. The current right to repair law is outdated and unclear. I think it is important to 

have a clear set of rules on how construction defects/issues are adressed both from the 

contractors side and from the consumers side. Until we make these changes there will be 

exploitation of the current laws to benefit parties that truly do not care what the issues are, but 

know they can exploit the system for financial gain.  

Please address this issue and help make Hawaiʻi a better place. Thank you! 

Kevin McCallum 
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William M. McKeon 
215 Naniloa Drive 

Wailuku, Hawaii 96793  
 
February 12, 2025 
 
House of Representatives - Committee on Commerce and Consumer Protection  
The Thirty-Third Legislature, Regular Session of 2025 
 
Testimony in Opposition to HB 420 RELATING TO REMEDIES 
 
Dear Chair, Vice-Chair and Committee Members, 
 
I write to strongly oppose Bill 420, which overwhelmingly favors wealthy mainland developers 
and builders at the expense of local homeowners, especially those in Lahaina.  
 
I have lived full-time on Maui for the past 40 years with my Maui born and raised wife, a retired 
public school teacher. As a resident and attorney working daily to help about 600 Lahaina fire 
victims rebuild, I have deep concerns about the high costs this bill will impose on homeowners. 
 
As evidenced by the rebuilding following Hurricane Iniki in 1992, Hawai’i has already seen the 
consequences of rushed and substandard construction in the aftermath of a disaster. This bill as 
written would embolden wealthy developers and builders to prioritize profit over safety, fast-
tracking construction with little regard for building code compliance, quality or long-term repair 
and maintenance costs. Over 2,200 homes and buildings will be constructed in Lahaina in the 
coming years, and limiting remedies will cost Lahaina owners millions of dollars.  
 
Local homeowners, who are already struggling, will bear the financial burden of these decisions.  
Access to justice will become significantly more difficult given the many hurdles that the 
developer/builder lobby wants to erect by limiting homeowner remedies. For example, D.R. 
Horton has a market capitalization of over $40 billion (https://companiesmarketcap.com/dr-
horton/marketcap/) and net income of $4.8 billion 
(https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/DHI/dr-horton/net-income). 
Large developers and builders have vast resources to avoid and delay accountability. Local 
families can barely afford to buy a home, let alone engage in costly and protracted legal battles 
to fix those homes.  
 
Hawaii’s housing crisis is undeniable. UHERO’s The Hawaii Housing Factbook 2024 
https://uhero.hawaii.edu/the-hawaii-housing-factbook-2024/ reports what we all know:  Hawai’i 
has the highest land and construction costs in the nation. UHERO concludes that while these 
barriers are significant, they are compounded by various regulatory barriers, like permit delays, 
zoning laws, etc. These barriers are the problem that needs to be addressed; limiting consumer 
remedies is not the answer.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
William M. McKeon  

https://companiesmarketcap.com/dr-horton/marketcap/
https://companiesmarketcap.com/dr-horton/marketcap/
https://www.macrotrends.net/stocks/charts/DHI/dr-horton/net-income
https://uhero.hawaii.edu/the-hawaii-housing-factbook-2024/
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