TESTIMONY OF

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
KA ‘OIHANA O KA LOIO KUHINA

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE, 2025

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE:
H.B. NO. 1118, RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION
REQUIREMENTS.

BEFORE THE:

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

DATE: Friday, February 7, 2025 TIME: 8:45a.m.
LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 329

TESTIFIER(S): Anne E. Lopez, Attorney General, or
Kaena N. Keao, Deputy Attorney General

Chair Takayama and Members of the Committee:

The Department of the Attorney General (Department) has the following
comments on this bill.

The purpose of this bill is to repeal certain non-medical exemptions from
immunization requirements for school entrance.

For purposes of clarity and administrability, we recommend replacing the wording
“that the requirements are not in accordance with the religious tenets of an established
church of which the person is a member or adherent” (page 11, lines 13-15) with “that
immunization conflicts with the person’s bona fide religious tenets and practices.”

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.
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Committee: House Health

Department: Education
Person Testifying: Keith T. Hayashi, Superintendent of Education

Bill Title: HB 1118 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION
REQUIREMENTS.

Purpose of Bill:  Repeals the non-medical exemption from immunization requirements.

Department's Position:
The Hawaii State Department of Education (Department) respectfully provides comments on HB
1118, which proposes to repeal non-medical exemptions to immunization requirements in Hawaii.

The Department defers to the Department of Health on matters of public health and safety. However,
eliminating religious exemptions may inadvertently limit some students' ability to attend school,
creating disparities in educational opportunities and hindering the Department’s mission to provide
inclusive and comprehensive education for all students. Families who object to vaccinations for
religious reasons may be unable or unwilling to comply with the new mandate, resulting in their
children not accessing public education. This could disproportionately affect certain communities with
deeply held religious beliefs, cultural practices, or historical mistrust of the medical community, further
exacerbating barriers to education.

The provision on page 4, lines 3-7, which ensures that students qualifying for an Individualized
Education Program under federal and state law are not prohibited from accessing special education
services, is appreciated. While students with disabilities are entitled to accommodations under the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, any exemptions must be applied equitably to avoid
disparity between students with and without disabilities who receive education at school. Striving for
fairness in this context supports the Department’s commitment to providing equal educational
opportunities for all students.

The Department remains committed to promoting inclusive policies that ensure all students have
access to quality education. We appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and look forward to



continued collaboration to support the diverse needs of students in Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this measure.
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Testimony in SUPPORT of H.B. 1118
RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS

REPRESENTATIVE GREGG TAKAYAMA, CHAIR
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Friday, February 7, 2025, 8:45AM, Room Number: 329

Fiscal Implications: Elimination of non-medical exemptions to school entry and attendance

requirements would serve to improve immunization rates; thereby increasing community-wide
protection from vaccine-preventable diseases and ultimately reducing costs related to medical
care and treatment, potential hospitalization, reduced work days or loss of employment due to

iliness or child-care needs, and Departmental outbreak investigation and response activities.

Department Position: The Department strongly supports this measure and offers comments.
During the 2023-24 school year, Hawaii’s overall non-medical exemption rate grew to 5.3% with
55 of 382 schools reporting non-medical exemption rates exceeding 10% of their student
populations. Decreasing immunization coverage due to rising rates of exemptions which have
no medical basis increases the risk for vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks that can be
potentially fatal to children who attend school. This is especially concerning for students with
medical conditions who are unable to be immunized and who must rely on their vaccinated
peers to prevent the introduction of vaccine preventable diseases in their schools. Maintaining
the highest level of safety for Hawaii’s keiki is crucial. Elimination of non-medical exemptions

would provide a significant level of protection for all keiki attending schools in Hawaii.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

KENNETH S. FINK, M.D., M.G.A, M.P.H
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STATE OF HAWAI'I
KA MOKU‘AINA O HAWAI‘l
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

'A'UNIKE MOKU'APUNI NO KA NA KAWAI KULA
PRINCESS VICTORIA KAMAMALU BUILDING
1010 RICHARDS STREET, Room 122
HONOLULU, HAWAI'l 96813
TELEPHONE: (808) 586-8100 FAX: (808) 586-7543

February 7, 2025

The Honorable Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair
House Committee on Health

The Thirty-Third Legislature

State Capitol

State of Hawai'i

Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813

Dear Representative Takayama and Committee Members:
SUBJECT: HB1118 Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization Requirements

The Hawai'i State Council on Developmental Disabilities SUPPORTS HB1118 which repeals
the non-medical exemption from immunization requirements.

This legislation is critical for maintaining high immunization rates and ensuring herd immunity, a
vital protective measure for individuals with developmental disabilities who may be medically unable to
receive vaccines. Herd immunity is essential for safeguarding those who cannot be vaccinated due to
medical conditions such as immunodeficiency disorders, complex health needs, or treatments that
weaken the immune system. For individuals with developmental disabilities, many of whom rely on
specialized healthcare and support services, exposure to vaccine-preventable diseases can lead to
severe, even fatal, health complications. Maintaining a high community vaccination rate is the most
effective way to prevent outbreaks and protect our most vulnerable residents.

The increasing trend of non-medical exemptions, as cited in the bill, is eroding this critical layer
of protection. In the 2023-2024 school year, non-medical exemptions more than doubled compared to
previous years, weakening the herd immunity that individuals with developmental disabilities depend on
to safely participate in schools, workplaces, and community settings. Without strong immunization
coverage, we risk outbreaks that disproportionately harm those least able to fight infections.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of HB1118.

Sincerely,

ooy T

Daintry Bartoldus
Executive Administrator
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TESTIMONY OF FELICIA COWDEN
COUNCILMEMBER, KAUAT COUNTY COUNCIL
ON
HB 1118, RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION
REQUIREMENTS
House Committee on Health
Friday, February 7, 2025
8:45 a.m.
Conference Room 329
Via Videoconference

Dear Chair Takayama and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in OPPOSITION of
HB 1118, Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization Requirements. My
testimony is submitted in my individual capacity as a member of the Kaua‘l County
Council and the Public Safety & Human Services Committee Chair of the Kaua‘
County Council.

HB 1118 is of broad concern to a number of parents in Kaua‘ County as it
infringes on personal freedoms, parental rights, and religious liberties. Medical
decisions, including vaccination, should remain a matter of personal choice, guided
by informed consent. Eliminating non-medical exemptions would force individuals to
undergo medical procedures against their deeply held religious beliefs or personal
convictions. This is a concerning overreach of government authority.

In my personal experience, I had a child admittedly injured by the diphtheria,
tetanus, and pertussis (DTaP) shot, as was evident in the doctor’s office. Another
child showed symptoms of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and
Dyslexia in early childhood, without necessarily a clear tie-in to his vaccinations
obtained up to kindergarten. I chose to homeschool my sons for middle school and
sent them to private high school to avoid the vaccine risk. No parent should have to
choose between their child’s safety and education. My older son fortunately grew out
of his ADHD, and my children have been healthy as only having half of their vaccine
schedule. Everyone should have this freedom.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Chair Takayama and Members of the Committee
Re: HB 1118, Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization Requirements

February 6, 2025
Page 2

Thank you again for this opportunity to provide testimony in opposition of
HB 1118. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Council

Services Staff at (808) 241-4188 or via email to cokcouncil@kauai.gov.

Sincerely,

QS{L(G;LO\_ thb&uo

FELICIA COWDEN

Councilmember, Kaua‘t County Council

AAQO:dmc



TESTIMONY
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
HB1118 RELATED TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
Friday, February 7, 2025, at 8:45 AM
State Capitol Conference Room 329 and Videoconference

Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and Committee Members
Submitted in STRONG OPPOSITION by Jamie Detwiler, Hawaiian Islands Republican Women

HB1118 is a direct violation of our rights found in the U.S. Constitution and the Hawaii State
Constitution.

U.S. Constitution

Our first amendment protection of religious liberty cannot be subjugated by state law. Americans
have the right to refuse any order, medicine, or procedure that violates their religious beliefs as well
as anything that is immoral or unethical according to their well-informed conscience. As a retired
health care professional and a consumer of health care, we are entitled to Informed Consent and
have the right to refuse any medical intervention including immunizations in any circumstances.

Hawaii State Constitution

Article I. FREEDOM OF RELIGION, SPEECH, PRESS, ASSEMBLY AND PETITION

Section 4. No law shall be enacted respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances

HB1118 proposes:

1. to ELIMINATE this section from current HRS Law, SECTION 2. Section 302A-1156, Hawaii
Revised Statutes: “If any parent, custodian, guardian, or any other person in loco parentis of a child
objects to immunization in writing on the grounds that the immunization conflicts with that person's
bona fide religious tenets and practices. Upon showing the appropriate school, official satisfactory
evidence of the exemption, no certificate or other evidence of immunization shall be required for
entry into school.

2. to ADD: The department of health pursuant to chapter 91 may adopt rules that it deems
necessary for public health and safety. (This gives the Department of Health authority over parent's
medical decisions for their children)

3. to ADD: no objection (from parent/guardian) shall be recognized when, in the opinion of the
director of health, there is danger of an epidemic from any communicable disease." (This gives all
power to the Director of Health)

Please preserve our constitutional right of freedom of religious liberty and our God-given
inalienable rights.

May | respectfully remind you that our actions today will impact future generations to come. Please
vote NO on HB1118. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully submitted,
Jamie Detwiler, Hawaiian Islands Republican Women



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:36:54 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. . Hawaii For Informed Written Testimony
Renee Dieperink Consent Oppose Only

Comments:

| am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 1118, which seeks to eliminate non-
medical exemptions for vaccinations in Hawaii as a condition for enrollment in school, daycare,
or higher education.

No product that has DEATH as a possible side-effect should be indirectly being mandated.
Where there is risk there should be choice!

Passing this bill will not encourage families who don’t vaccinate to comply. Instead they will
homeschool or leave the state.

This bill aims to achieve "herd immunity" and protect immunocompromised students, but fails to
acknowledge that most vaccines do NOT prevent infection or transmission (just like the Covid
jabs, does anyone remember?). And in case you believe it does protect, why are you afraid of the
unvaccinated? How are they a threat?

There are numerous pertussis outbreaks in schools with 100% vaccinated populations. The
vaccinated can be asymptomatic carriers and make them MORE dangerous to the
immunocompromised than those that are not vaccinated who would show symptoms. And live-
virus vaccines can shed, and thus spread the vaccine-derived version of the disease.

Our current exemptions laws already have provisions for the unvaccinated to stay home during
an outbreak.

Furthermore, what about all the adults, like teacher, staff, and (grand)parents who have NOT
received all those shots students are required to get? | actually had all of the typical childhood
diseases and still have immunity. But those who received for example an MMR shot as a child,
need another one as an adult, because their efficacy wanes. Most adults don't know this and they
are then unprotected.

Selected quotes from Physicians for Informed Consent about the immunocompromised:

“The vaccination status of other schoolchildren does not pose a significant risk to
immunocompromised schoolchildren for the following reasons:



e Some vaccines cannot prevent the spread of the bacteria or viruses they target.

e Immune globulin (plasma containing antibodies) is available for immunocompromised
children exposed to certain infectious diseases.

e Some infectious diseases rarely cause complications in immunocompromised
schoolchildren.

« Not all infectious diseases are contagious.

e Some infectious diseases are not spread in schools

Immunocompromised schoolchildren have the option to receive all the vaccines licensed for
children in the United States, except for the live virus vaccines (such as vaccines targeting
measles, mumps, rubella, or varicella infections).

Although vaccination often results in protective levels of antibodies in immunocompromised
children, clinical vaccine safety trials typically exclude immunocompromised subjects.

In addition, vaccines have not been evaluated for their potential to cause cancer, genetic
mutations or impaired fertility in the general or immunocompromised population.Due to these
limitations, it is not known whether the benefit of vaccinating an immunocompromised child
outweighs the risk of vaccine injury to that child.”

(Source: Physicians for Informed Consent)



https://physiciansforinformedconsent.org/immunocompromised-schoolchildren/rgis/

Aloha Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and Committee Members,

The American Academy of Pediatrics, Hawai’i Chapter, which represents over 200 pediatricians
in Hawai’i, thanks you for allowing us to share why we believe HB 1118 would benefit the
children and families of Hawai’i.

Despite a great deal of disinformation circulating on the internet about the safety and efficacy
of vaccines, advances in vaccine science and distribution of vaccines around the world have
saved millions of lives, including many right here in Hawai’i. Numerous well-designed and peer-
reviewed studies have shown that vaccines are safe and effective and that there is no
connection between vaccines and autism. As the graphic below shows, vaccines are a public
health triumph responsible for saving over 150 million children’s lives across the globe in the
past 50 years.

Number of lives saved by childhood vaccinations from 1974 to 2024,
World
Total | 15384 million
Measles |G 95.71 million
Tetanus [ 27.95 million
Whooping cough (Pertussis) - 13.17 million
Tuberculosis [l 10.87 million
Haemophilus influenzae type B I 2.85 million
Streptococcus pneumoniae I 1.63 million
Polio || 1.57 million
Yellow fever | 554,000
Hepatitis B | 464,000
Rotavirus | 396,000
Diphtheria | 357,000
Rubella | 286,000
Japanese encephalitis 29,000

Neisseria meningitidis A 2,000

Data source: Shattock et al. (2024). Contribution of vaccination to improved survival and health: modelling 50 years of the Expanded
Programme on Immunization

OurWorldinData.org/vaccination | CC BY

Every pediatrician in our organization has witnessed the devastating shock and grief
experienced by parents who truly believed they were doing the best thing for their child by
declining vaccines when their child is hospitalized with — or dies from — a vaccine preventable
disease. One of us will never forget the previously healthy teenager, the only child of a single
mother, who died of the flu despite receiving excellent care in the Pediatric ICU. Others will
remember the infant with whooping cough gasping for breath and turning blue, the toddler
with complications from measles, or the teenager who suffered preventable lifelong disability
from H. flu meningitis that he contracted when he was in preschool.

There are legitimate medical reasons that certain children cannot receive some or all of their
immunizations according to schedule. These include certain cancers, having received immune
globulin as therapy for Kawasaki Disease, and many others. These children have a right to be



protected, as much as possible, by herd immunity when they themselves cannot be vaccinated
or do not have an immune system able to respond properly to the vaccine. However, with the
alarming rise in non-medical exemptions that we have observed recently in Hawai’i, vaccine
coverage no longer meets the threshold to provide herd immunity across the entire population.
Furthermore, there are certain areas in Hawai’i where vaccination coverage is critically low for
crucial vaccines like MMR (measles, mumps, and rubella). Measles, in particular, is exceptionally
contagious and transmitted by the airborne route. Up to 90% of unvaccinated people exposed
to measles will contract the disease, and 1 out of every 300 children hospitalized with measles
will not survive. It is essential to repeal the non-medical exemption to vaccination requirements
for school entry in order to regain herd immunity against diseases that many of today’s parents
have never — precisely because vaccines are so effective — seen with their own eyes.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important bill. We strongly urge you
to support this legislation.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 7:58:45 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Georae Won The Yeshua Nation of ObpoSe Written Testimony
g g Amnesty Coalition PP Only
Comments:

We are against this and oppose this bill to the highest order! It clearly violates our constitutional
rights and we are prepared to fight this lawfully of passed. No to Bill 1118




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 8:32:51 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Straub Benioff Medical Written Testimony
Aya Kwong Center Support Only
Comments:

As an Registered Nurse working as as Infection Preventionist with a background in Pediatric
Critical Care, | strongly support HB 1118, which would repeal the non-medical exemption from
immunization requirements. Vaccines are one of the safest, most effective, and most economical
interventions to keep children healthy. Over recent years, we have observed with dismay that
increasing numbers of parents are seeking non-medical vaccine exemptions for their children. As
a result, Hawai’i is now below threshold for herd immunity for several devastating diseases,
including measles, which is extremely contagious and can have serious complications. Repealing
the non-medical vaccine exemption would benefit all children in Hawai’i, ensuring that keiki are
protected from unnecessary suffering and potentially lifelong disability or death.



LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes.

HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 8:45:23 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
i Hawaii Federation of Written Testimony
Anna Misako Hudson Republican Women Oppose Only

Comments:
| most strongly oppose HB1118.

Parental rights, the welfare of students and faculty, and the Hawaii Department of Education’s
(HIDOE) ability to retain qualified teachers are all negatively impacted by this bill.

Parents are reconsidering vaccination for themselves and for their child or children as they
become more aware of the risks and adverse consequences of vaccines. We must honor the
parent’s decision to get vaccinated or not. If this bill is enacted, who will take the responsibility
when students are physically or mentally harmed by forced immunization? HIDOE
administrators will probably find it more difficult to replace highly skilled instructors who have
returned to work under the religious exemption as a result of this vaccination requirement.

As a retired government employee of 31 years, | am aware that adults are ultimately in charge of
their family's health and care. Furthermore, the disclosure of health information is protected
under the HIPA Act. The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996(HIPAA )
protects individuals from disclosing their health history. It « ... aimed to alter the transfer of
healthcare information, stipulated the guidelines by which personally identifiable information
maintained by the healthcare and healthcare insurance industries should be protected from fraud
and theft, and addressed some limitations on health insurance coverage generally prohibits
healthcare providers and businesses called covered entities from disclosing protected information
to anyone other than a patient and the patient's authorized representatives without their consent.
The bill does not restrict patients from receiving information about themselves (with limited
exceptions). Furthermore, it does not prohibit patients from voluntarily sharing their health
information however they choose, nor does it require confidentiality where a patient discloses
medical information to family members, friends or other individuals not employees of a covered
entity.”

Parents' rights to safeguard their children must be respected, regardless of whether they decide to
vaccinate themselves and their family.

Pushing HB1118 will affect not only the students but also faculty. Today, many schools are still
experiencing difficulty to find qualified teachers and staff to fill vacancies. If the religious
exemption to return to work is no longer honored, this decision will further impact many schools
who are already struggling to keep the most competent faculty.
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The physical and mental health of our children of this generation and the next generation depend
on your decision to do the right thing.

Vote no on HB1118 and any other similar bill.



LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes.

HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 8:48:07 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. The First Church of Written Testimony
Scott Shivers Christ, Scientist Oppose Only

Comments:

Written Testimony of Christian Science Committee on Publication for Hawaii

Concerning HB 1118 (RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTY)

Chair Takayama, Vice Chair Keohokapu-Lee Loy, and members of the House Committee
on Health:

As designated representatives of Christian Science, please accept this written testimony
concerning HB 1118 relating to the religious exception from vaccination requirements. |
first want to express appreciation on behalf of our church’s members for the thoughtful
and ongoing consideration you have given to Hawaii’s vaccination policy, including the
acknowledgment of students’ religious accommodation from vaccination for the 2024-25
school year. Our members are following this issue with interest in the continuation of a
religious accommaodation in law, while also deeply caring about public health. We
acknowledge that it can be challenging when the religious beliefs and practices of a
minority may not be understood or embraced by the majority, or when these beliefs and
practices must be balanced with other valued interests of society. Yet, we believe religious
freedom in our society is highly important and can be accommodated without endangering
public health.

Some religions, like Christian Science, have religious beliefs and practices that do not align
with compulsory vaccination laws. While our church itself may not take a formal “for” or
“against” policy stance on the vaccination issue because not every individual Christian
Scientist approaches the issue in exactly the same way, we can speak to why a Christian
Scientist generally appreciates the availability of religious accommodation from
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vaccination requirements and offer the following explanation for the House Committee on
Health’s consideration.

A Christian Scientist’s use of the religious exemption

Christian Science is a religious practice, a way of life, and a system of healing that draws
upon an understanding of spiritual truths illustrated throughout the Bible and the
teachings of Christ Jesus. Its teachings include how one can reliably look to God and
spiritual means alone to meet life’s needs, including health care needs, as well as the
importance of being moral and law-abiding. It is important to note that health care
decisions for Christian Scientists, including those relating to contagion and vaccination, are
not dictated by the Christian Science church or its theology. Rather, such decisions are
motivated by each individual’s experience with their practice of Christian Science, and
with a deep care for public health, obedience to health laws and regard for the safety of
others. When it comes to contagion, this religious practice is both preventative and
curative. And while we don’t claim to be perfect in our practice, many Christian Scientists
have found it to be a very practical and reliable method of addressing contagious disease.

Protection and healing from contagion

To understand why a Christian Scientist would want to claim a religious exemption, one
need look no further than periodicals published by the Christian Science church dating
back to its inception in the late 1800s through the present day, which include accounts of
protection and healing through the practice of Christian Science, many of which involve
issues of contagion and have been medically verified. A common thread through these
healings is the willingness to work with health authorities and take precautions to ensure
they are not endangering others through their practice. The healing experiences of Hawaii
citizens are well-represented in these publications, and provide just a representative
glimpse of the many more unpublished accounts of prevention and healing that members
have experienced in their lives.

For example, a mother testified how the overnight healing of her child from a severe case of
measles through prayer alone convinced her husband, who was not a Christian Scientist, of
the reliability of this method of care.



Another woman testified about a quick healing from a debilitating sore throat, fatigue, and
weakness, which her school infirmary diagnosed as mononucleosis and strep throat. When
the school infirmary cleared her to return to school after only a few days, rather than the
weeks and possibly months that were predicted, the dean of students called her to the office
and asked ""How did you do that?*"

A man who was diagnosed as having minimal natural bodily resistance to certain types of
harmful bacteria and resultant infections, testified of his progressive deterioration of health
from youth. Upon contracting meningitis, he was placed under medical care and increasing
doses of antibiotic treatment. But he soon developed allergic reactions to the drug
treatment and his doctors, running out of medical answers, advised his parents to “prepare
for the worst.” It was at that lowest moment that a friend shared how they had been healed
of a severe condition of asthma through prayer in Christian Science. Willing to try
anything, the man turned to Christian Science himself and was soon permanently free from
all symptoms of illness and weakness.

For those relying on Christian Science for healing and prevention, the protection, healing
and regeneration that comes through the practice of Christian Science has been deeply
meaningful and effective. It involves a whole-hearted communion with a loving God,
reaching beyond faith, positive thinking, or mind over matter.

Are there ways to prevent misuse of the religious exemption?

Yes! While many who claim a religious exemption based on sincere religious beliefs are
doing so legitimately, we recognize that there are those who use the religious exemption to
avoid vaccination requirements for non-religious reasons. But we’ve seen narrowly-tailored
ways to address those concerns without completely eliminating the religious exemption,
including implementation of consistent and effective procedures to verify the sincerity of
one’s religious belief, and even restricting availability of the exemption when a particular
health threat is declared. It may take more than is currently being done to address the
concerns, but there are ways to do so without unnecessarily curtailing the exercise of
religious beliefs.

In sum, we hope tailored solutions will be given serious consideration in lieu of simply
terminating the religious exemption as proposed in HB 1118. We would be happy to talk



with you further to serve as a resource or answer any questions as the Committee considers
the above-referenced legislation.

Sincerely,
Daniel Spencer

Christian Science Committee on Publication for Hawaii

Scott Shivers

Manager, Christian Science Committees on Publication worldwide
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HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 9:07:32 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

AFC/Hawaii For Informed Written Testimony

Emmeline Macanas Consent/UNJECTED Oppose Only

Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118!!!! This is government overreach and tyrannical!! Josh Green and
the Politicians clearly have not done their research of the negative outcomes of those that have
been injured for life and those that have died because of such vaccines. Leave the KEIKI of
Hawaii alone and start focusing on Maui fire victims, plant more fruit trees throughout the
islands, stop the purchase of foreign entities buying up the land/property, stop or

minimize LOCAL FAMILIES from leaving the island because of the high cost of living, stop
continuing to use the tax dollars on the longest rail project, fix the horrible roads, etc. Focus
on prospering the state of Hawaii and its PEOPLE instead of attacking the youth via clinical
trials of these vaccines which are NOT NECESSARY and NOT EFFECTIVE.
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Vacc1ne www.NVIC.org
Information
Center

tatement of OPPOSITION for HB 1118

Removing Religious Exemption for School Vaccine Mandates
resented to the House Health Committee for Public Hearing on 2/7/2025 at 8:45 am

By Dawn Richardson, Director of Advocacy
The National Vaccine Information Center (NVIC.org)

The National Vaccine Information Center (NVIC) is a nonprofit charity founded in 1982
to prevent vaccine injuries and deaths through public education. NVIC advocates for
protection of the human right to informed consent to medical risk taking and inclusion of
flexible medical, religious and conscientious belief vaccine exemptions in U.S. public
health policies and laws. We strongly oppose HB 1118 and urge your opposition as
well.

HB 1118 removes the religious exemption for school vaccine mandates by
phasing it out.

A religious exemption is needed for many reasons, but one of the most pressing
reasons is because the state Department of Health amended HAR 11-157 to drastically
expand vaccine mandates for children entering childcare or school beginning July 1,
2020. This action added additional mandates for Hepatitis A Vaccine (2 doses),
Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) (4 doses), Rotavirus Vaccine (3 doses),
Human Papillomavirus Vaccine (HPV) (2 doses), Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine
(MCV) (2 doses) and Tdap Vaccine (Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis) (1 dose). This
was a mandated expansion of 14 doses of 6 vaccines!

Hawaii should not mandate one-size-fits-all federal recommendations. The Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) makes recommendations only. It is only
a federal advisory committee, not a lawmaking body.

HB 1118 discriminates against children and families who refuse one or more vaccines
based on religious beliefs by prohibiting them from attending school and removing
protections in law that prevent them from being forced to take a vaccine that conflicts
with their religious beliefs. This bill authorizes state-mandated vaccine status
discrimination and is no different from any other form of discrimination that denies
access to education or other accommodations based on race or sex. The individual's
right to religious liberty is protected by the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Hawaii, Article |, Section 4., "No law
shall be enacted respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances."

21525 Ridgetop Circle, Suite 100 Sterling, VA 20166 < Phone 703.938.0342 » Fax 571.313.1268
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This bill violates the individual's right to freedom of religion and discriminate against
individuals based solely on their religious beliefs. Additionally, the bill's exception to
grandfather in children with existing religious exemptions would put families who choose
not to vaccinate based on religious beliefs in a difficult situation where one or more of
their children have the right to attend school while another child may not. The right to a
religious exemption should not be dependent on a child's birthdate.

Parents should have the final say in what vaccines their children receive because all
vaccines are pharmaceutical products that carry a risk of injury and even death. All
individuals deserve the right to informed consent, which includes the right to refuse a
vaccine without coercion, harassment, or penalty. As of December 27, 2024, there
were 2,652,032 adverse events and 48,856 deaths reported to the federal Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). As of January 1, 2025, the United States
Government has paid out approximately 5.3 billion dollars to vaccine victims through
the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP).

The law passed by Congress in 1986 establishing the VICP along with the 2011
Supreme Court Decision BRUESEWITZ ET AL. v. WYETH LLC, FKA WYETH, INC., ET
AL shield vaccines manufacturers and the doctors who administer vaccines from liability
for vaccine injuries and deaths.

The trend in the United States is to respect informed consent and religious liberty, not
force medical treatment like vaccines or remove religious freedom rights. HB 1118 is
dangerous and anti-American. We urge your no vote on HB 1118.


https://medalerts.org/vaersdb/findfield.php?TABLE=ON&GROUP1=AGE&EVENTS=ON
https://medalerts.org/vaersdb/findfield.php?TABLE=ON&GROUP1=AGE&EVENTS=ON&DIED=Yes
https://www.hrsa.gov/sites/default/files/hrsa/advisory-committees/vaccines/vicp-stats-01-01-25.pdf
https://www.hrsa.gov/vaccine-compensation
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/10pdf/09-152.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/10pdf/09-152.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?year=2025&billtype=HB&billnumber=1118
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?year=2025&billtype=HB&billnumber=1118
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Friday, February 7, 2025 at 8:45 AM
Via Video Conference; Conference Room 329

House Committee on Health

To: Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair
Representative Sue Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair

From: Michael Robinson
Vice President, Government Relations & Community Affairs

Re: Testimony In Support Of HB 1118
Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to Immunization Requirements

My name is Michael Robinson, and | am the Vice President of Government Relations &
Community Affairs at Hawai‘i Pacific Health. Hawai‘i Pacific Health is a not-for-profit
health care system comprised of its four medical centers — Kapi‘olani, Pali Momi, Straub
and Wilcox and over 70 locations statewide with a mission of creating a healthier Hawai‘i.

HPH writes in SUPPORT of HB 1118 which repeals the non-medical exemption from
immunization requirements.

Immunization is an important tool to protect children against many common as well as
serious illnesses. High immunization rates at schools are especially important for
medically fragile children. Some children have conditions that affect their immunity, such
as illnesses that require chemotherapy. These children cannot be safely immunized, and,
at the same time, they are less able to fight off illness when they are infected. They
depend on herd immunity for their health and their lives. In Hawaii for the 2023-2024
school year, 296 students had a medical exemption from immunization; they were unable
to get immunized due to a medical condition and relied on herd immunity to attend school
safely.

Decreasing immunization coverage due to non-medical exemptions increases the risk for
vaccine-preventable disease outbreaks that can be fatal to some children. Minimizing
exemptions from school immunization requirements would improve the health and safety
of school-aged keiki.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Hawai‘i Pacific Health | 55 Merchant Street | Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813
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Date: February 6, 2025

To: Representative Gregg Takayama, Chair
Representative Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair
Members of the House Committee on Health

RE: Support for HB 1118, Relating to Non-Medical Exemptions to

Immunization Requirements

Hrg: Friday, February 7,2025, at 8:45 AM, Conference Room 329

Hawai‘i Public Health Institute (HIPHI)! supports HB 1118, which repeals the
non-medical exemption from immunization requirements.

Immunization is critical to public safety. Vaccines can prevent common diseases
that seriously harm or cause the death of infants, children, and adults. The direct
benefits of vaccination in reducing disease morbidity and mortality in a
cost-effective manner have been well-established by medical research.

Benefits of Immunization

According to a landmark study published by The Lancet in 2024, vaccination has
likely averted 154 million deaths since 1974, including 146 million among children
younger than 5 years old and 101 million infants.?

The World Health Organization (WHO) has called immunization “one of modern
medicine’s greatest success stories.” The WHO notes that immunization not only
protects public health, but also advances broader gains in education and economic
development worldwide.®

An analysis conducted by researchers from Johns Hopkins University and the
Center for Disease Dynamics found that preventing vaccine-preventable
infectious diseases helps avert associated out-of-pocket medical expenses,
healthcare provider costs, and losses in wages of patients and caregivers, while
improving cognition, school attainment, and long-term economic productivity.*

! Hawai‘i Public Health Institute’s mission is to advance health and wellness for the people
and islands of Hawai‘i. We do this through expanding our understanding of what creates
health of people and place, fostering partnerships, and cultivating programs to improve
policies, systems, and the environments where people live, learn, work, age, and play.

3 https://www. who mt/news room/facts in- plctures/deta|l/lmmun|zat|on

Osave%ZOan%ZOestlmated 1990%20to%2029%20|n%202018
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u INSTITUTE
Immunization Is Safe

Vaccines are safe for public use, including for our keiki. According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), new vaccines are extensively lab-tested to ensure that they are medically secure. Once
clinical trials involving people begin, it can often take years of additional testing before a vaccine is
licensed. After a vaccine is licensed, the Food and Drug Administration), CDC, National Institutes of
Health, and other federal agencies rigorously monitor potential safety concerns.®

Unfortunately, our state is currently experiencing an increase in respiratory viruses, which health officials
believe may be attributable to declining vaccination rates across the islands, especially among students.
According to the Department of Health, of 382 schools reporting for the 2023-2024 school year, 282
schools, or nearly 75%, have more than 5% of their students not up to date on vaccines, of which 36
schools reported that over half of their students are missing required immunizations.®

DOH officials have also stated that Hawai‘i’'s 2022-2023 kindergarten MMR vaccine coverage rate is
about 86%, which is nearly 10% lower than the 95% coverage recommended for community protection by
the CDC. Hawai'i had the largest increase in exemptions in the U.S. for non-medical kindergarten vaccines
from the 2021-2022 school year to the 2022-2023 school year.” Currently, California, Mississippi, and
West Virginia do not allow non-medical vaccine exemptions, as this bill proposes.®

An uptick in unvaccinated students could lead to outbreaks of infectious diseases, including illnesses like
measles. To keep our state safe from preventable illness, we urge your committee to pass this bill.

Mahalo,

&

Nate Hix
Director of Policy and Advocacy

5 https://www.cdc. gov[vaccines—childrenzreasons[index htmI
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https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-non-medical-exemptions-from-school-immunization-requirements#:~:text=California%20removed%20its%20personal%20and%20religious%20exemption%20option%20in%202015
https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-non-medical-exemptions-from-school-immunization-requirements#:~:text=California%20removed%20its%20personal%20and%20religious%20exemption%20option%20in%202015
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/hi/hawaii/news/2024/03/06/doh-warns-hawaii-measles
https://www.khon2.com/local-news/rising-illnesses-dropping-vaccines-hawaii-faces-a-winter-health-crisis
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines-children/reasons/index.html
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AMERICAN ATHEISTS

February 7, 2025

The Honorable Rep. Gregg Takayama
Chair, House Committee on Health
415 S. Beretania Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Re: SUPPORT HB 1118, Protecting Young People Through Vaccination
Dear Chairperson Takayama and Members of the House Committee on Health:

American Atheists, on behalf of its constituents in Hawaii, writes to thank you for
considering HB 1118, an important bill that would protect children in Hawaii from
preventable diseases by repealing loopholes which prevent some from receiving vaccines.
Vaccination is a vital public health issue, and we support vaccination requirements based
on public health and medical best practices for the benefit of all children. We strongly urge
you to support this essential bill.

American Atheists is a national civil rights organization that works to achieve religious
equality for all Americans by protecting what Thomas Jefferson called the “wall of
separation” between government and religion created by the First Amendment. We strive
to create an environment where atheists are accepted as members of our nation’s
communities and where bigotry against our community is seen as abhorrent and
unacceptable. We promote understanding of atheists through education, outreach, and
community-building, and work to end the stigma associated with being an atheist in
America. American Atheists objects to efforts that prioritize religious beliefs over medical
best practices and to the detriment of the health, safety, and well-being of all Americans.

Current Hawaii law allows a parent or guardian to opt their child out of vaccine
requirements if “immunization conflicts with that person’s bona fide religious tenets and
practices” HB 1118 would remove this loophole, preventing parents from summarily waiving
vaccination requirements while still allowing an exemption in cases where vaccinations

would be medically inadvisable.

Public health experts believe no exception should be made to neutral immunization
requirements intended to protect public health. Non-essential exemptions to immunization

1§ 302A-1156(2).

AMERICAN ATHEISTS
225 Cristiani Street « Cranford, NJ 07016-3214
(908) 276-7300 « www.atheists.org
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Testimony of American Atheists
SUPPORT HB 1118

Page 2 of 3

requirements endanger all children in order to accommodate the religious or philosophical
beliefs of a few. This is unacceptable from both a medical and moral perspective. Successful
population immunity to disease depends upon a significant level of vaccination, with some
diseases requiring at least a ninety-five percent vaccination level to prevent mass
outbreaks.” Because there are people with legitimate medical reasons which prevent them
from receiving life-saving vaccinations, it is imperative that everyone who is physically
capable of receiving a vaccine stay up-to-date.

Non-medical exemptions place vulnerable individuals and entire communities at significant
risk for contracting debilitating and deadly disease. For example, children exempt from
immunization requirements are thirty-five time more likely to contract measles® and nearly
six times more likely to contract pertussis* compared to immunized children. History
demonstrates that outbreaks are more common in communities that are unsupportive of
vaccinations. Measles is one vaccine-preventable disease that has plagued multiple
religious communities known to be either hesitant to vaccinate or completely opposed to
vaccination.’

In addition to protecting public health, HB 1118 eliminates a special privilege for residents of
Hawaii who practice religion. At a time when nearly one in three Americans are religiously
unaffiliated,’® this proposal will remove a broad loophole that only applies to adherents of a
specific religious belief system. As a result, nonreligious residents of Hawaii and those
whose religious beliefs do not prevent them from following medical best practices will no
longer bear the burden of the consequences that come from even a small percentage of the
population failing to vaccinate. No child should be subject to harm or illness based on the
religious beliefs of a classmate.

The spread of infectious diseases threatens every aspect of American life, as was shown
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The best and most reliable tool available to combat the
utter chaos that occurs during such an outbreak and protect human life is mandatory
vaccination, with no non-medical exemptions. HB 1118 will ensure no Hawaiian is needlessly

% Center for Disease Control. (Nov. 23, 2022). Nearly 40 Million Children are Dangerously Susceptible to Growing
Measles Threat. Available at: https: //www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022 /p1123-measles-threat.html

% Salmon DA, Haber M, Gangarosa EJ, Phillips L, Smith NJ, Chen RT. Health consequences of religious and
philosophical exemptions from immunization laws: individual and societal risk of measles. JAMA.1999;282:47-53.

* Feikin DR, Lezotte DC, Hamman RF, Salmon DA, Chen RT, and Hoffman RE. Individual and Community Risks of
Measles and Pertussis Associated With Personal Exemptions to Immunization. JAMA 2007;284:3145-3150.

> Feikin DR, Lezotte DC, Hamman RF, Salmon DA, Chen RT, and Hoffman RE. Individual and Community Risks of
Measles and Pertussis Associated With Personal Exemptions to Immunization. JAMA 2007;284:3145-3150.

6 Smith, G. A. (2021, December 14). About three-in-ten U.S. adults are now religiously unaffiliated. Pew Research
Center. Available at

https: //www.pewforum.org/2021/12 /14 /about-three-in-ten-u-s-adults-are-now-religiously-

unaffiliated/.

AMERICAN ATHEISTS
225 Cristiani Street « Cranford, NJ 07016-3214
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endangered by preventing the necessary population immunity levels from declining and
therefore avoiding the resurgence of dangerous and deadly diseases. We urge you to
support this legislation and protect Hawaii’s most vulnerable citizens.

Should you have any questions about American Atheists’ support for HB 1118, please contact
me at vanderson@atheists.org.

Sincerely,

Victoria Anderson
State Policy Counsel
American Atheists

AMERICAN ATHEISTS
225 Cristiani Street « Cranford, NJ 07016-3214
(908) 276-7300 « www.atheists.org
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HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 8:21:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dorothy Silva Say His Name Foundation Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

As a Church, Say His Name Foundation strongly OPPOSES HB1118.

As an individual and American citizen, | would like to remind you all that there is freedom of
religion, granted to us by our Constitution. Additionally, you are violating our God-given
inalienable rights by mandating vaccines, which is neither safe or effective. In fact, the COVID-
19 "vaccines" were so "safe and effective" that you are more likely to have COVID if you were
vaccinated versus the unvaccinated. The side effects of the mRNA Covid "vaccines" include
death and turbo cancers, etc. The very definition of a vaccine was changed so that mMRNA gene
modification therapy like the Covid-19 "vaccine™ could be included in the childhood vaccine
schedule to give the pharmaceutical and medical industries immunity from the public outcry of
side effects and any legal measures taken against them. Your impunity is noted, your vote is
noted.

WE the PEOPLE know who you are and what are you doing, and so does the Trump
Administration. Just know that you do not have impunity anymore, and we have political
leadership at the highest levels that will hold you all accountable all the way down to the county
levels, as will God. If | were you, | would fear God more than the Trump administration, even
though Trump's administration will be the one to pass the swiftest judgments on you. God will
judge you eventually, as He does all.

May God have mercy on your souls if you all choose to pass this bill, and for all your other
corrupt and injust actions.

May DOGE & President Trump's administration pass swift judgment on you all and successfully
clear out the corruption from the land of Hawa'i. In God we Trust. God Bless America.

Sincerely,
Dorothy Silva

in OPPOSITION to HB1118
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HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 8:28:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Laura Yano Pono Records Oppose ertteno'[lcle;tlmony
Comments:

| would like to express my strong opposition to HB 1118, which seeks to eliminate personal and
religious exemptions for vaccinations in Hawaii. This bill is an alarming overreach that
disregards fundamental constitutional rights, stripping parents and individuals of their ability to
make medical decisions in alignment with their deeply held beliefs.

Religious freedom is a cornerstone of our Constitution, and forcing individuals to choose
between their faith and education is unacceptable. Many families have sincere religious
objections to vaccines, and removing this exemption would violate their rights. The government
should not interfere with these deeply personal decisions.

Furthermore, medical freedom is essential. Parents, not the state, should decide what is best for
their children’s health. HB 1118 assumes a one-size-fits-all approach to medicine, ignoring the
reality that medical decisions must consider individual risks, prior adverse reactions, and unique
health conditions.

Additionally, this bill fails to acknowledge those who have already been granted religious or
personal exemptions. While it allows some exemptions to be grandfathered in, this unfairly
creates two classes of students—those who are allowed to exercise their religious rights and
those who are not. This is discriminatory and unjust.

| urge you to oppose HB 1118 and stand for medical freedom, religious liberty, and parental
rights. Hawaii should respect its citizens’ ability to make informed health choices rather than

mandating medical procedures against their will.

Thank you for your time and for representing the people of Hawaii.
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HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/6/2025 11:02:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Fathers and Mothers for ObpoSe Remotely Via
Children Kauai Chapter PP Zoom

Joanna Wheeler

Comments:

Dear Sirs:

| stand before you today as a deeply concerned citizen, parent, and advocate for the sacred bond
between parents and their children—a bond that HB 1118 threatens to sever with alarming
disregard for our constitutional freedoms.

| urge you to read these words not just with your eyes but with your hearts, pausing to reflect
deeply on the gravity of this moment, as this bill is not merely a policy proposal; it is an assault
on the very foundation of personal liberty, parental rights, and the religious beliefs that guide our
lives.

Imagine, for a moment, the weight of a parent's responsibility—the love, the care, the countless
nights spent ensuring their child's safety and well-being.

Now imagine that responsibility being stripped away, replaced by the cold hand of government
overreach, dictating what must be injected into your child's body, regardless of your deeply
sincerely held religious beliefs.

HB 1118 seeks to eliminate personal and religious exemptions for vaccinations in Hawai‘i, a
move that not only disregards the fundamental right to medical autonomy but also undermines
the sacred duty of parents to make informed decisions for their children in alignment with their
faith.



https://x.com/i/grok?text=HB%201118
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Parental rights and religious freedom are not privileges granted by the state—they are
cornerstones of our society, rooted in the understanding that no one knows a child better than
their parents and that no one can dictate the sacred relationship between a person and their
deeply sincerely held religious beliefs.

| ask you to respect the family unity and the parental righst of those who care for the children the
most, their parents. Please espect this sacred duty.

Sincerely,

Joanna Wheeler
Registered Hawai‘i Voter

Fathers and Mothers for Children Kauia Chapter
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HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/7/2025 7:05:04 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Hawai'i Christian
Coalition

Margaret Mejia Oppose In Person

Comments:

To: Chair Representative Greg Takayama, Vice Chair Representative Sue Keohokupu-Lee, and
All Members of the Health Committee

From: Margaret Mejia, Hawai'i Christian Coalition
February 7, 2025

Hawai’i Christian Coalition STRONGLY OPPOSES HB1118, relating to non-medical
exemptions to immunization requirements.

This bill seeks to remove religious exemptions for school children who want to attend public
schools.

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees the free exercise of
religion. There is also a clause in the Hawai’i State Constitution that guarantees the free exercise
of religion. First of all, this bill is in direct violation to the United States Constitution, and the
Hawai’i State Constitution. HB1118 discriminates against Parents who due to their religious
beliefs do NOT choose to vaccinate their child(ren).

At the heart of the First Amendment lies the principle that each person should decide for himself
or herself the ideas and beliefs deserving of expression, consideration, and adherence.

Hawai’i Christian Coalition also STRONGLY OPPOSES HB1118, because of the following:

This bill undermines Informed Consent. Parents should be thoroughly informed about the
consequences of vaccines, the ingredients in the vaccines, etc. and should be allowed to consent
or not consent on vaccinating their child upon being informed. HB1118 disregards vaccines
inherent risks by attempting to eliminate the ability of parents to make personal medical
decisions regarding their children. The principle of informed consent dictates that individuals
must have the right to decline medical procedures without coercion or penalty. Every parent
should be informed that the National VVaccine Injury Compensation Program (NVICP) has paid
out nearly $4.6 billion to individuals and families who have suffered vaccine-related injuries and
deaths. This is on the CDC website under VAERS, the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting
System.
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By restricting exemptions, HB1118 sets a dangerous precedent that could lead to further erosion
of medical choice.

This bill undermines Parental Rights. Parents and not government should decide on what
medication, including vaccines go into their child’s body. It’s ultimately the choice of the parent.
HB1118 disregards vaccines inherent risks by attempting to eliminate the ability of parents to
make personal medical decisions regarding their children.

This bill undermines Medical Freedom. You have heard the saying, “My body, my choice.”
Parents have medical freedom as it pertains to themselves and their children. People can accept
or reject what the doctor recommends they take. It’s ultimately their body and their choice.
Parents choose for their children. HB1118 disregards vaccines inherent risks by attempting to
eliminate the ability of parents to make personal medical decisions regarding their children. Each
person’s health needs and risk factors are unique, and blanket mandates fail to account for
personal healthcare choices.

This bill undermines Religious Beliefs. As stated earlier, this bill is in direct violation to both
the US and the Hawai’i State Constitution. By removing non-medical exemptions, this bill would
force individuals into accepting medical interventions that do NOT align with their religious
beliefs. Every child has the right to attend public school without being forced to compromise
their religious beliefs. Parents should NOT have to decide between public education for their
child and their religious beliefs.

Please vote NO on HB1118 and maintain our rights in the US Constitution and the Hawai’i State
Constitution. Please remember that the people have a right to Informed Consent, Parental Rights,
Medical Freedom, and they have a right to follow their Religious Beliefs without any
interference from the government.

Mahalo!

Margaret Mejia, Vice President

Hawai’i Christian Coalition
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Ka Ohana O Na Pua — Nancy Redfeather Director

PO.Box 906 - Kealakekua, Hawaii, 96750

Testimony in Opposition to HB1118

Aloha Members of the Committee,

I stand in Strong Opposition to HB1118 for the following reasons.

The Department of Education is NOT in support. | agree with the Department.

The Department defers to the Department on matters of public health and safety.
However, eliminating religious exemptions may inadvertently limit some students' ability
to attend school, creating disparities in educational opportunities and hindering the
Department’s mission to provide inclusive and comprehensive education for all
students. Families who object to vaccinations for religious reasons may be unable or
unwilling to comply with the new mandate, resulting in their children not accessing
public education. This could disproportionately affect certain communities with

deeply held religious beliefs, cultural practices, or historical mistrust of the medical
community, further exacerbating barriers to education.

| agree with Felicia Cowden Kauai County Council was NOT in support of HB1118
because: HB 1118 is of broad concern to a number of parents in Kaua‘l County as
1t infringes on personal freedoms, parental rights, and religious liberties. Medical
decisions, including vaccination, should remain a matter of personal choice, guided
by informed consent. Eliminating non-medical exemptions would force individuals
to undergo medical procedures against their deeply held religious beliefs or personal
convictions. This is a concerning overreach of government authority.

| agree with the Hawaiian Islands Republican Women who are in STRONG
OPPOSITION by Jamie Detwiler, Hawaiian Islands Republican Women

HB1118 is a direct violation of our rights found in the U.S. Constitution and the Hawaii
State Constitution.

U.S. Constitution

Our first amendment protection of religious liberty cannot be subjugated by state law.
Americans have the right to refuse any order, medicine, or procedure that violates their
religious beliefs as well as anything that is immoral or unethical according to their well-
informed conscience. As a retired health care professional and a consumer of health
care, we are entitled to Informed Consent and have the right to refuse any medical
intervention including immunizations in any circumstances.

These are a few of my objections to HB1118. Mahalo for your consideration of this matter.

Ka Ohana O Na Pua — Nancy Redfeather Director
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LIBERTARIAN

PARTY of HAWAII

The Libertarian Party of Hawaii staunchly opposes any bill that seeks to remove religious rights.
It is paramount that parents have the right to make decisions concerning the health and
well-being of their children. Upholding the principle of individual choice is a cornerstone of a free
society, and infringing upon this fundamental right sets a dangerous precedent.

It is crucial to recognize that parents have a fundamental right to make informed decisions about
medical choices for their children, especially on their deeply held religious beliefs. Respecting
the autonomy of individuals in matters of personal health is essential to fostering a society built
on principles of liberty and self-determination.

We boldy advocate for individual responsibility and the freedom to make decisions in
accordance with one's beliefs. We uphold the values of self-determination and personal
accountability that are the bedrock of a free society.

Representatives should be ashamed to even suggest this sort of measure. These families are
among those who voted to place you into office. It is unwise to test these inherent values. It is
authoritarian, anti-faith, anti-family, and outright anti-freedom. We firmly stand against any
legislation that seeks to strip individuals of their right to freely make religious decisions. We urge
lawmakers to oppose this measure and to uphold the principles of freedom, individual choice,
and personal responsibility that are essential to a flourishing community.

In Freedom,
The Libertarian Party of Hawaii


keohokapuleeloy1
Text Box
 LATE *Testimony submitted late may not be considered by the Committee for decision making purposes. 


HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 8:30:27 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephanie Austin Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

Medical reasons for refusing vaccines are exceedingly rare. Other reasons: personal belief or
religion, have left a huge number of Hawaii's children unprotected - often due to 'scientific'
misinformation. A look at any graveyard of old, pre-vaccines, will show the astonishing number
of children who didn't survive until adulthood: this tragedy changed when routine vaccines
against deadly (childhood) diseases became widespread.

Out own history, here in Hawaii, with a large number of native Hawaiians succumbing to
measles as they didn't have any immunity, just emphasizes the importance of vaccinating
children so as to achieve eradication of these diseases.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 8:40:04 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alexa Helge Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 9:20:04 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| Kim Cordery || Individual || Oppose || In Person
Comments:

| strongly APPOSE HB1118!
This bill is a companion bill to SB1347!

Very telling on how you are trying to slip this through in both sides in case we are not paying
attention! | appose bc Vaccines are not about health and are causing so many adverse reactions
such as, cancer, myocarditis, autoimmune diseases.. The research is ignored and BIG PHARMA
is not for the health of the children!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 9:25:58 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Deven English Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this highly unconstitutional bill, the government has no right to take away my
religious freedoms for any type of vaccination. That is why we have constitutional laws that
protect such freedoms, and our rights as American citizens. This government forgets that it
works for the people, and not the opposite.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 9:44:03 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mary Dudoit Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose House Bill 1118. It is an attempt to infringe upon people's rights to live in
accordance with strongly held religious beliefs. Additionally, with mounting recent data showing
correlations between certain vaccines and adverse reactions in otherwise healthy individuals, |
question why the governor wants to force these upon the people he is supposed to be serving.
Why does he truly seek to do this. It seems like an overreach of power and with all due respect, |
would remind the governor that he is a public servant who is in office to represent the people--
not elites with intentions that do not pay heed to the voices of the public. Taking away religious
freedoms is a big deal. Mr. Governor, stop playing politics with our lives. Respect our rights to
religious freedoms as they are protected in the U.S. constitution.

Thank you.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 9:57:17 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kelly Klocker Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

We cannot allow corporate pharmaceutical companies to dictate what we need to be healthy.
There needs to be balance in perspectives, allowing choice for individuals and not allowing
authoritarian laws to rule such as this one. The United States was founded on religious freedom
under the First Amendment protections and people have a right to excercise these in regards to
their own bodies. This law goes against fundamental rights of the people and I strongly oppose
HB1118 and its companion bills.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 9:58:11 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bronson Teixeira Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, | strongly oppose this bill it is unconstitutional. Mahalo



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:09:19 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
kamakani de dely Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:10:12 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mallory De Dely Individual Oppose ertteno'[ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:10:41 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Amy Propst Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118. If | was forced to go against my personal and deep seated religious
beliefs during COVID | would have lost my job. As so many others had. As an American it is
MY right not the governments right to dictate what I chose to put in my body. It is my right in
this free country to choose for my children and family as well. It is NOT josh greens or any
government body to make that choice for me. I will quote every pro-choice, pro-abortion person
“my body, my choice”. It applies to any aspect in life. There is no double standard for abortion
rights vs vaccine rights.

The American government was established to be “FOR the people, BY the people” not the for
the government by the government. The government has no right to make my personal choices
for me. Again | strongly oppose this bill. Please do not pass this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:10:45 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Susan Dedely Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:11:07 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jillian Jakahi Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please do not take away religious exemptions for vaccines. Its taking away a constitutional right
from the people and we will no longer be living in a democracy.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:20:00 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
josh chang Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| oppose this Bill HB1118. Hawaii Citizens are allowed the right to practice/express their
religion without discrimination, and this bill proposes to prohibit that for the future generations.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:21:04 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sue Tagura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please do not pass this . Religious freedom still stands . Free will too. Documents exist that
explain contents and side effects that directly effect the religious and spiritual convictions to
many regarding faith and health .

thank you for this consideration,sincerely .



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:22:06 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Melissa A. Aiona Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. It is my decision and my decision alone on what | medically think is
correct and necessary for myself and my family. If a religious exemption is the only way to be
free of Green tryant power over the people of Hawaii. It needs to be an option The legislature
needs to hear the voices of the people of Hawaii



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:27:50 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jennifer Shelton Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill whole heartedly. This bill violates our constitutional right to practice our
religion freely. This bill is a violation of personal autonomy. People should have the right to
make decisions about their own bodies, remember "my body, my choice". This bill is just
another example of government overreach. Many native Hawaiians will be greatly affected by
this as many already mistrust the governments intentions. This will cause even more native to
flee from our home to find states that allow us to practice cultural and religious practices freely.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:27:56 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephanie Englund Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| am writing in opposition to the HB1118. All parents should have the right to choose which
medical procedures their children receive. All vaccines are recorded to have health risks. Where
there is a risk there must always be a choice! Thank you for your time.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:35:00 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kealohi Hanohano Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose!! This bill is ridiculous.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:36:24 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Emerson Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My boy my choice as the liberals say. A lot of the vaccinations skipped the safety stage.
Especially covid vaccination, they skipped the safety stage because the mice they tested on all
died. This is just not ethical and moral science.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:38:50 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bradley burdick Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony

Comments:

I am opposing this bill in the sheer reality that taking these rights away from our choices over
body autonomy are unjust and against my religious, spiritual, and physical beliefs. | belief we all
have the rights to discern and choose what is right between me, my conception of god, my body

and my children's.




HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:38:54 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Francis Chantavong Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ}s/Umony

Comments:

Aloha,

| am a memeber of the Christian community and a born and raised resident of Hawaii. | oppose
this bill HB1118, this is a government over step in to my rights in regards to religious practices. |
have the right as an individual to refuse immunizations based on my beliefs. Oncde again, |
oppose this bill HB1118 RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS.




HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:41:37 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tracy Lawson Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

| strongly oppose SB 1118 to remove religious exemptions to vaccinations. This is atrocious that
the House would even consider this! Forcing people to vaccinate against their will has been a
crime against society and iron fisted, misinformed and misguided from the start of COVID. The
role of government is not to force citizens for violated their beliefs. The COVID vaccine did not
protect people from getting sick and in fact, true science shows it has done more harm than good.
This is a power move by the government to get more money, control its citizens and force us to
either lose our jobs or violate our beliefs and take a vaccination that is not in line with the
foundational beliefs of christianity. Why does the State need to do this if for no other reason than
to profit and benefit from using us as a medical experiment. The State of Hawaii is not my GOD!
Please do not pass this bill and stand up for the rights of all your citizens, not just those who will
bow to your every wish. This is a free country, with respect of religious rights being a
foundational belief. My doctor and I and my beliefs will guide what | put into my body, not the
House or State of Hawaii. Please, | strongly oppose this tyranny!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:45:19 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Katy Paun Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha all, I am writing to encourage you NOT to support Bill 1118 regarding removing religious
exemptions from vaccine requirements. I have first hand seen many adults and children suffer
with vaccine induced injuries, specifically in relation to the COVID vaccines, but others on the
schedule as well. People have the right to make medical decisions for themselves and their
families. We cannot go down the slippery slope of mandating vaccines for every person across
the board, especially our keiki. There are always risks involved with any medical treatment,
medication, vaccine etc, and we have the right to weight the benefits vs risks for ourselves and
our families and make our own decisions. Mahalo for reading, and for deeply considering the
rights this bill will strip from all of us. Much love to all of you, | know your job isn't easy but I
pray you will do what's right. <3




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:45:51 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sarah Afong Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. With all of the new information coming to light regarding the harmful
effects of the COVID vaccine and vaccines in general (due to harmful ingredients in them) it is
unlawful to push this on our people!!!! We have the right to choose! We always did! It's called
informed consent!!!! The data on autoimmune and behavioral disorders speak for themselves!!!
The vaccine schedule contained five times as many vaccines now than those | took growing up.
I'm 41 years old. | have a masters degree. | know how to do research that is how I know!!!!
Shame on you all for thinking you can mandate medical choices upon us!!! We have to right to
weight risk versus benefit!!!! | oppose this bill!!!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:47:19 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| Erin Austin || Individual || Oppose || In Person
Comments:

| strongly oppose government overreach in an attempt to remove my constitutuonal rights and
those of others. what happened to my body my choice? this is a poor attempt at cooersion and it
will only cause harm to the state. while my children will be grandfathered in there are many who
wont have this opportunity and they will pull their kids out of the school system. Is now really
the right tie to be removing religious exemptions when other states have actually been restoring
them.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:49:23 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
James Austin I11 Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is govenment overreach that violates my freedom of religion, basic human rights, and
bodily autonomy.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:53:35 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
April Woolley Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Honorary members—

There are many reasons that | chose the religious exemption option for my own children, but
the biggest one as far as religion goes are 2 common vaccine adjuvant ingredients that derive
from aborted fetuses. | oppose this in my own body as well as choosing to not subject my
children to these ingredients. My children are under my husband and I’s governance until they
are 18, and this is a choice once you do more research on, you might change your mind as well.

When | filled out the religious exemption form for the State of Hawaii, there are many rules on
it; including not sending my children to school if there were any communicable diseases at
which they would be at risk. | stand by this agreement, and will also note there has never been
an outbreak of any sorts that | have had to keep my children home from. Moreover, there are
certain vaccines that actually “shed” from a person, and can infect others—still | choose to trust
in God and our amazing and healthy bodies that my kids will be protected and safe. I think we
can all attest and agree that school attendance has been low state-wide since COVID, and | am
telling you if you take away our rights as people and caregivers there will be many students
missing from schools which would result in less and less funding, layoffs and unemployment, the
list goes on.

Back to the religious side of the vaccine issue, please see the attached sources, detailing the
common adjuvant ingredients MRC-5 and WI-38. To briefly summarize, both of these DNA
lines are required in most common vaccines adults and children receive. They originated from an
aborted baby boy and girl respectively, and it uses lung tissue fibroblast cells. I strongly oppose
abortion and knowing there are aborted fetal cell lines in these make me sick and something |
appose personally. My children are citizens of the United States of America and any sort of
discrimination from government is actually an abomination. The fact that there are people like
you all who are forcing this on parents who are just trying to keep their kids safe and healthy is
disgusting. I will remember each and every one of you who vote to take this parental right away
and make sure you are never voted into office again.

SOURCES

MRC-5 Ingredients list/uses — https://www.atcc.org/products/ccl-171



https://www.atcc.org/products/ccl-171

WI-38 Ingredients list/uses — https://www.atcc.org/products/ccl-75



https://www.atcc.org/products/ccl-75

HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 10:55:38 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mary Kawasaki Individual Support ertteno'[ltle)s/tlmony

Comments:

People who don't want to immunize their children for school entry can home school. Currently
unimmunized children are not barred from school when an outbreak of a vaccine preventable
disease is found in the general population as the current law provides for. It's much easier for all
children to be immunized as long as there is not a medical reason prohibitive of the vaccine. It is
very difficult to identity unnimmunized students to bar them from school when outbreaks if
vaccine preventable diseases arise.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:00:55 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
shannon gardenier Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill to get rid of the religious vaccine exemptions.
Thank you,

shannon



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:03:46 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mahealani Winters Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

My family and I strongly oppose the HB1118 for the following reasons:

This Bill violates the seperation of church and state

This Bill violates the Freedom of Religion that we hold so dear in our nation.

We should not be forced to take a vaccine. Every citiezen should be offered a choice.
We should be allowed to choose if we want to prick our bodies with needles.

Thank you,

Mahealani Winters / Big Island



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:07:13 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cadence Feeley Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am opposing House Bill 1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:09:12 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Adrienn K Yarbrough Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:
Aloha

Forced medical procedures are against my relegious freedom. Please vote against this bill to
preserve religious freedom in Hawaii.

Mahalo



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:11:09 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Peter J Long Il Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| submit this testimony in OPPOSITION to HB1118.

When will the Hawaii Legislature STOP with the unlawful and unconstitutional
encroachment?!? Especially with the hind sight of the state's dismal response to the whole
COVID Vaccine lie! The vast amount of information now available shows that the government
response to COVID was willfully oppressive and in some cases downright criminal. A line was
crossed when the OPTION to receive the vaccine was removed and replaced with

its REQUIREMENT.

AND, this from a government that uses the BODILY AUTOMINY argument as its excuse to
allow for the murder of unborn children!

The Governor and his allies should be ashamed of themselves for pushing this nonsense. The US
Constitution prohibits the government from violating Religious Freedoms and this bill flaunts
those freedoms to appease the Big Pharma Corporations that Dr Green is beholden to.

Non-medical exemptions to vaccines requirements are an individual right and | urge the
committee to REJECT this further example of government overreach!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:16:28 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shea Canada Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| strongly oppose this bill. We should have a choice with our religious views on what goes into
our children's bodies. They all deserve an equal chance at education whether we have different
beliefs or not.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:22:29 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leianah Kahahawai Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ;tlmony
Comments:

This is against the constitution, freedom of religion is what we stand for. | oppose this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:23:22 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Francis Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:24:27 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jessica Montero Individual Oppose Remotely Via
Zoom
Comments:
Opposition of HB1118

My name is Jessica Montero, and | am a resident of Kailua. I am writing to express my strong
opposition to HB1118. This bill is unnecessary and, if passed, would infringe upon the religious
rights of the people of Hawai‘i. The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution explicitly protects
these rights.

| have always homeschooled my children based on our religious beliefs. However, when my
eldest son reached high school age, he expressed a desire to attend school to experience a
traditional high school environment. My son is exceptionally bright and aspires to attend the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in the future. In support of his goals, we enrolled him at
Hawai‘i Technology Academy (HTA), a public charter school. He is now a sophomore and
thriving in his academic pursuits. Through HTA’s career-based learning program, he is currently
in his second year of an internship with a video game development company.

If HB1118 is enacted, we would be left with no choice but to withdraw him from school, as he
would no longer be allowed to continue his education there. This would be a devastating setback
for his future.

CJ, my son, is not a threat to his classmates—he is rarely ever sick. He has never contracted a
disease for which the CDC recommends vaccination, nor has he ever had the flu. Our family
prioritizes a healthy lifestyle, which has contributed to our overall well-being. In my experience,
unvaccinated children tend to be healthier and less frequently ill.

Currently, there are no widespread outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases in Hawai‘i.
Therefore, this bill does not address an existing public health crisis but instead threatens our
fundamental religious freedoms. I urge you to stand against HB1118 and protect the rights of
families like mine.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Jessica Montero



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:24:53 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Grace Hall Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,

My name is Grace Hall and | am writing in strong opposition to HB1118. This bill is yet another
attempt by the government to overstep its bounds and take away the rights of parents and
students to make their own informed decisions. We are not just numbers on a page—we are
families, we are a community, and we deserve the freedom to decide what is best for our keiki.

My brother suffered a serious injury from a vaccine, and now he relies on expensive monthly
medication to manage the effects. That was never a choice our family made—it was something
that happened to him, something we had no control over. And that experience opened my eyes to
how dangerous it is when the government starts making medical decisions for people.

The reality is that no medical intervention is without risk. Vaccines, like any other medical
treatment, can have serious side effects—including neurological damage, autoimmune disorders,
and other long-term health complications. The risks may be rare, but they are real. And for those
who suffer from these adverse reactions, there is no undoing the damage. When the government
forces a medical decision on people, it is also forcing them to accept that risk—whether they are
comfortable with it or not. That is wrong.

HB1118 isn’t about protecting people—it’s about controlling them. It strips parents of their right
to assess those risks and make the best choices for their own children. It forces families into
compliance with government mandates, ignoring the fact that every child is different, every
medical history is unique, and no one—not lawmakers, not bureaucrats—has the right to make
these deeply personal decisions for someone else’s child.



If this bill passes, what comes next? How much more control will we allow the government to
take from us? The line must be drawn here. Our keiki are not the property of the state. Parents—
not lawmakers—should be the ones making the choices that shape their children’s futures.

| urge you to reject HB1118. Stand with the parents who are fighting to protect their children.
Stand for freedom, for autonomy, and for the right of every family to make their own informed
decisions without government coercion.

Mahalo for your time and consideration. Please vote NO on HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:25:23 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
TIM REIMER Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Our Body Our Choice , no one can dictate a mandate for residents to take vaccines. No person or
state has the power to force the many future vaccines on Hawaii Residents. I, strongly oppose
this bill ( many Ewa Beach residents died shortly after getting vaccinated, they were all around
the same age and very athletic. ) If this passes , there will be world wide scrutiny against Hawaii
Political Leaders. No, No, No




HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:26:32 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
lauren park Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I'm strongly against HB 1118. To take away a religious exemptions is absolutely
unconstitutional! Every newborn is required to receive hepatitis B vaccine, which is primarily
contracted through sexual relations or intravenous drug use. Why are babies required to be
vaccinated against this disease within 24 hours of birth? To force vaccinations on children that
have very long lists of adverse reactions that vaccine manufacturers have zero liability for is
proof of such a corrupt system! The Bible is very clear that we "ought to obey God rather than
men". We cannot sit idly by as our religious beliefs are violated by our government. There are
multiple levels in which vaccine mandates interfere with the free exercise of religion!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:30:54 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brian Wallace Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,

My name is Brian Wallace and | am writing in strong opposition to HB1118. This bill is
government overreach, plain and simple. It threatens our fundamental rights—our right to bodily
autonomy, our right to make medical decisions based on our own beliefs, and our right as parents
to protect our keiki.

Hawaii is built on respect—respect for our families, our kupuna, our keiki, and our personal
choices. This bill disrespects all of that. It ignores the fact that every body is different, that
medical treatments come with risks, and that no one—especially the government—should have
the power to force those risks on anyone.

Medical decisions are personal. Every medical treatment, including vaccines, carries a risk of
adverse effects—neurological issues, autoimmune disorders, long-term health complications.
Those risks may be rare, but for the families affected, they are life-changing. The government
has no right to decide that some level of risk is “acceptable” for someone else’s child. That
decision belongs to the parents, to the families, to the people who will actually live with the
consequences.

HB1118 also tramples on religious freedom. Many in our community hold deep spiritual and
religious beliefs that guide their medical choices. These beliefs should be honored, not dismissed
by politicians who think they know better. No law should ever force someone to violate their
faith to comply with a government mandate.



This is about more than just one bill. If we allow this level of government control over our
personal health decisions, where does it stop? What else will they decide they have the right to
force on us? Our keiki are not the property of the state. Parents—not lawmakers—should be the
ones making these choices.

| urge you to stand with the families of Hawaii. Protect our rights, our freedom, and our keiki.
Vote NO on HB1118.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Brian Wallace



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:37:20 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David E Shormann Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

Trying to repeal non-medical exemptions means you are trying to end religious exemptions. Why
would you do that? Religion matters to most Hawaiians. Our motto claims the life of the land is
perpetuated in righteousness. The Bible says righteousness is from Christ alone. Christ's
righteousness is a free gift, to receive it we only need to repent and believe. Praying you retract
this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:37:35 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Expedita Pasion Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Opposing HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:37:45 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
DY Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Leave the people the choice. You don't have the right to lord control over people that put in the
place you are now. You serve the people and this is not it.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:43:51 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
James K. Rzonca Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill. It is clearly unconstitutional. Religious exceptions are part of the law. The
Amish people already secured that in their case against the government. What happened to "my
body my choice™?



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:44:57 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rebecca McGuire Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

To the members of the Committee on Health,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. This bill allows religious
exemptions not to be used for school aged children who have a valid point of not wanting their
children to be vaccinated. While | read that children who were granted a religious exemption in
the past would be exempt from this new requirement, what isn't clear is would that also cover
any new vaccines that are added to the list? | opposed having my older children get the HPV
vaccine as they were not sexually active. They never contracted HPV and it isn't fair to penalize
families who talk with their children, have open communication and strict boundaries to protect
them from any sexually transmitted disease to then force them to get a vaccination with risks
associated with it and to penalize them and not allow them to have the religious exemption to not
get a vaccine with known risks. My younger son will not be getting the vaccine and should not
be penalized or forced to get something that has risks associated with it. Religious exemptions
are not just people who do not want to get vaccinated but have strong moral and ethical
objections to vaccines that have risk and are not necessary. My son did not get the COVID
vaccine and NEVER got COVID. | would ask you to not allow this bill to move forward and to
kill it.

Respectfully,

Rebecca McGuire



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:57:45 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Taryn Do Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118 because it removes parental rights to make an informed decision over
injecting a vaccine into their child's body.

As every individual's autonomy is different, it is a government overreach to control what is
mandated to put into someone's body.

The bill states, "Removal of non medical exemptions for immunizations would increase
vaccination rates for Hawaii’s school-age children,” which is not a true statement and is
implicating that those with non-medical exemptions would then choose to be vaccinated because
of the requirement for schools. As we have witnessed, parents would rather give up their second
income and increase the struggle in a hard economy instead of sending their child to school
because of their core belief and values against vaccinations. We've also see the case studies in
other states with high immunization rates. According to USA Facts, "high immunization states
Massachusetts and Virginia both allow for religious exemptions."

The bill also states, that the "rate of non-medical immunization exemptions in Hawaii increased
from 2.5 percent for the 2015—2016 school year to 5.3 percent for the 2023-2024 school year,
more than doubling.” This statistic shows the continual increase of parents wanting non-medical
immunization exmemptions due to educating themselves and personal reasons, and should be
considered when removing such exemptions.

There are huge concerns regarding the safeguards to adding vaccines to the immunization
schedule with not enough research to see the effects of the vaccines on children. This is why we
consistently see vaccine recommendations being changed (i.e. "CDC approves ACIP
recommendation for lowering the age for pneumococcal vaccination from 65 to 50 years

old. October 23, 2024") whether it's the age group, how many doses, etc.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 11:59:11 AM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason Kimura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| write in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB1118. Every person in this state should be allowed to
oppose any immunization. Since when does the government dictate what is correct for you
medically? I ask that HB1118 be removed from consideration.

Respectfully,

Jason Kimura



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:01:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Emily Kekuewa Individual Oppose Wntteno'[lcle)s/tlmony

Comments:

| STRONGLY OPPOSE!!

THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT OUR GOD!!!I WE ARE THE PARENTS OF OUR CHILDREN
AND WE MAKE THE DECSIONS FOR OUR CHILDREN NOT YOu!!

STOP THIS TYRANNICAL FOOLISHNESS RIGHT NOW!!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:01:51 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sally Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill. This bill is not in the best interest of the people of Hawaii. There is a
separation between church and state for a reason, the spring and infringes on our rights to
practice our religion freely. We have the first amendment and our right to religion. This inhibit
our ability to practice our religion freely by ignoring the fact that we have autonomy over our
own bodies and no one other that the Lord God Jesus Christ can tell us what to do and we answer
to no one but him. Remember bodily autonomy! Our tax dollars go towards school you have no
right to deny us our exemptions. Leave the children alone Green.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:02:30 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Doug Pasnik Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Testimony in Opposition to HB111

| am submitting this testimony in strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to repeal non-
medical exemptions to immunization requirements in the state of Hawaii. This bill is a direct
violation of fundamental human rights, international law, and religious freedom.

Reasons for Opposition:

Violation of the Nuremberg Code and International Law:

o The Nuremberg Code states that "the voluntary consent of the human subject is
absolutely essential."”

o The Universal Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights (UNESCO, 2005)
mandates "prior, free, and informed consent” for any medical intervention.

o Forcing individuals to receive vaccines against their religious or ethical
convictions violates international legal standards.

Religious and Ethical Concerns:

o Some vaccines are developed or tested using cell lines derived from aborted fetal
tissue, which is troubling for those with pro-life views.

o Religious freedom is protected under the U.S. Constitution and international
human rights agreements.

o Atrticle 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
guarantees freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, including medical
decision-making.

Informed Consent and Bodily Autonomy:

o The government lacks lawful authority to mandate irreversible medical
procedures.

o Parents have the right to make medical decisions for their children without
government coercion.

o Medical decisions should be made in consultation with healthcare providers based
on individual conditions, ethics, and beliefs.

Unnecessary and Overreaching Legislation:

o The increase in non-medical exemptions does not equate to an increased public
health risk.

o Outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases are multifactorial and not solely
caused by exemptions.




o Medical exemptions still protect immunocompromised children.
The assumption that eliminating non-medical exemptions will lead to safer
schools is not conclusively supported by data.

Conclusion:

o HB1118 disregards international legal principles, constitutional protections, and religious
liberties.

e The repeal of non-medical exemptions contradicts the right to informed consent, bodily
autonomy, and religious freedom.

o The bill sets a dangerous precedent for government overreach into personal medical
decisions.

e | urge the committee to reject HB1118 and uphold the fundamental rights of the people of
Hawaii.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:04:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jenn Ellenburg Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My name is Jenn Ellenburg and | am writing to strongly oppose HB1118, which seeks to
elimniate religious exemptions for immunization requirements. This bill not only undermines
fundamental religious freedoms but also sets a dangerous precedent by infringing on the rights of
individuals and families to make medical decisions that align with their deeply held beliefs.

The First Ammendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion, a
principle that has long been upheld in matters of peresonal and family health decisions. Many
families hold sincere religious belifgs that conflict with certain vaccines, and forcing compliance
against their faith is a direct violation of their constitutional rights. Government should not have
the authority to dictate religious belifes or compel individuals to act against their conscience in
medical matters.

Eliminating religious exemptions to immunization requreiments is an extreme measure that
disregards constitutional rights, informed medical choice, and deeply held religious convictions.
| urge you to vote against HB1118 and uphold the rights of individuals and families to make
medical decisions in accordance with their faith and conscience.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Jenn Ellenburg



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:10:33 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mary Smart Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The U.S. Constitution's first amendment's protection of religious liberty can't be subjugated by
state law. Americans have the right to refuse any order, medicine, procedure, etc. that violates
their religous beliefs, as well as anything that is immoral or unethical according to their well
formed conscience. As a retired military officer, | was duty bound to disobey unlawful

orders. This bill is unlawful and immoral.

Non-medical exemptions for immunizations or other invasive procedures must be authorized.
Was the legislature giving false information when it included the following statement in this
year's SB1246, "The legislature finds that the people of Hawaii have a long tradition of
protecting an individual's right to privacy and bodily autonomy independently of, and more
broadly than, the federal constitution."

If the state cares about protecting the right to privacy, especially in medical matters, and the
residents of Hawaii actually have bodily autonomy (i.e. our own body - not a separate body
inside our womb), then you can't pass this bill.

Vote no on HB1118 and every other similar bill.

Do not pass HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:11:51 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dawn Poiani Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

STRONGLY OPPOSE! 1118 HB RELATING TO NON-MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS TO
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS

WOW WHAT A LOADED BILL! This bill should be 5 seperate bills. Additionally language is
broad and way over reaching in so many areas of health and environmental impacrt. This bill
dances around religious exemption and | am certain once passed will be amended to fully
infringe upon my religious and spiritual practices. Additionally this bill is filled with language
covering all types of enviornmental issues without definition or guard rails. This flies heavy red
flags for me because it gives the department of health way too much leway and freedom to
impose extermination, rules and regulations. | will definitely be following this bill to the end and
paying attention to who actually supports this. THIS IS A WORD SALAD OF A BILL AND A
BIG HOT MESS THAT SHOULD DIE ON THE FLOOR!

Please do not pass this bill!
Thank you,
Dawn P.

Honolulu, HI 96813



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:20:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Camille Shelton Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill! It strips individuals/families from their freedom of choice. Healthcare
decisions are personal choices and should be left to the individual to fully and consensually
decide, not to be swayed or deterred due to other unconstitutional policies and systems in place
stripping them of that right.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:23:27 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Paul Giles Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118

Paul Giles



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:29:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brittney Eshima-Vaquilar Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/tlmony
Comments:

Religious freedom is a fundamental human right that allows individuals to freely practice,
change, or express their beliefs without fear of persecution, discrimination, or coercion. As
Religious exemptions are important because they allow individuals to practice their faith freely
and without fear of punishment or discrimination, particularly when certain laws or policies may
conflict with their religious beliefs. These exemptions serve as a way to balance individual
religious rights with public policy, ensuring that people can live according to their values without
being coerced into actions that go against their conscience.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:29:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Janice Giles Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

It is our choice as parents to what our kids should put in their bodies. We have the right to free
religion.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:32:16 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carol D. Yokoyama Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?;tlmony
Comments:

Aloha Representatives,

I respectfully request that you strongly OPPOSE HB1118, Immunizations; Non-Medical
Exemptions; Repeal.

Part of the First Amendment and Fourteenth Amendment provide that a state may not “burden a
person’s exercise of Freedom of Religion.” This Bill impedes religious freedom. In addition, this
Bill, as modified, attempts to compel and coerce students to get immunizations, even if it is
against one’s sincerely held religious beliefs. The denial of religious accommodations is also
contrary to the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

Please protect religious freedom by opposing HB1118.

Mahalo Nui Loa for your time.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:37:54 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristina Goetzman Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

Aloha,

I would like to encourage the house to oppose HB1118 as it is a direct violation of our first
amendment rights. Removing religious exemptions from vaccination requirements in schools
will negatively affect keiki in our state by forcing parents to remove them from schools in order
to adhere to their religious beliefs. This is not a choice parents should have to make and |

implore you to oppose this bill.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:40:59 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Peter Scott Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill, because it would remove religious exemptions for immunization
requirements. The United States is a free country, and choosing whether or not to take a vaccine
is an individual's personal choice. If the state decides to remove this religious exemption, it will
be a case of discrimination against people of faith. I urge the house to stop this bill now. Thank
you!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:44:24 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Len Corpuz Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill due restrictions that we as individuals can't be allowed to refuse a non essential

vaccine




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:45:48 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Emily Culver Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Good afternoon,

My name is Emily Culver and | oppose HB1118. | have a son who will be attending school in
Hawaii within the next few years. | made the decision not to vaccinate him based on the vaccine
injuries that | have experienced.

Before giving birth to my son, I had 10 consecutive miscarriages. I've seen multiple specialist
and was diagnosed with infertility related to reproductive Immunological. These issues are a
result of having multiple extra rounds of vaccinations while serving in the military. | believe that
my decision to protect my son from possible vaccine injury should not be a reason why | cannot
send him to school.

During a time where the CDC vaccine schedule for children is under question, There's even more
of a reason to allow parents to make the decision for their children. A child vaccination status
does not put any other child at risk. It's a personal decision and one that should be done based on
religious or medical reasons.

For that reason, | strongly oppose HB1118

Respectfully,

Emily Culver



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:50:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Calvin Howell Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha Kakou,

This bill is an egregious overstep of government authority and violation of the first amendment
of the United States consitution. The legislature must ask themsleves why less keiki are
vaccinated in 2023-2024 relative to the 2013-2016 time frame. If you are interested in public
school enrollments declining, this is the correct way to go about it. Additonally, this does a
diservice to our keiki, it puts the oneous on the keiki to first get a vaccine injury an order to get
an exemption. | urge you to examine data from 1980 until now on the change and growth in the
vaccine schedule that our keiki are subject to.

Mabhalo,

Calvin Howell



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 12:53:32 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Hye Sun Kang Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Because of my family's beliefs that we should not put any other person's dead cell into our
bodies, I strongly opposed repeal of religious exemption from childhood vaccination. All
vaccines are made using aborted fetal cells. I refuse to inject products made using aborted fetal
cells into my children's bodies. That would be against our belief. Also, everyone has a right for
public education. State must NOT force any child to inject something against their or
parent/guardian’s will/belief in order to receive public education. Please keep the religious
exemption from vaccination to attend public schools. Do not appeal religious exemption.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:00:24 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wai'ala Ahn Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose for religious, medical and personal freedom of families and individuals.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:01:24 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Katherine Camacho Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

Please don't require vaccines across the board. This is unfair to our children who deserve science
backed research rather than mandates.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:03:03 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Aga Janocko Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| am opposed this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:07:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Adeline McGonigle Individual Oppose RemZoter Via
oom
Comments:

My 4 yr old son has a vaccine injury and a facial palsy due to it. They forced me to vaccinate
him at 6 weeks old due to PCSing to Hawaii during COVID. Now that he has a religious
exemption, it allows him to go to school with the vaccine | deem safe, not the government. After
| filed a religious exemption with our Catholic school, I also got my children a federal medical
exemption but not all children are able to get them. | don't think the government should tell me
what I should put in my children's body when they are not proven safe nor effective. Did you
know that if | spoon fed the ingredients in a vaccine to my child, | would be arrest for child
endangerment since those are toxic substances? Yet, these substances are being forced via
injection, breaking the brain barrier. | stand for my body my choice. For example,

certain vaccines also contain fetal tissues and as a Catholic, it goes against my beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:13:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
People of the Almighty Written Testimony
Deanne Father God Oppose Only

Comments:

On behalf of the people including myself that was made pure and wholy by our almighty lord
God. Our bodies are our temple and sanctuary that We beleive it shoulnt be compromised with
all the toxins that are in a single vaccine. Our keiki of Hawaii should'nt be compromised with
this poison int their temple bodies. How can we allow so many thousands of people to come to
the state of Hawaii unvaccinated especially from other countries while WE the people of Hawaii
who have lived here on the islands for generations with not a single outbreak of a deadly disease.
No vaccine or medicine will save us from a sickness when it is our time and we're cosen to go
home to our savior. Spare the island people of this wrath vaccine that you're trying to push on us.
Mahalo!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:19:55 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Riyah.A Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:20:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kehaunani Andrade Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| am writing in strong opposition to HB1118. This bill is government overreach, plain and
simple. It threatens our fundamental rights—our right to bodily autonomy, our right to make
medical decisions based on our own beliefs, and our right as parents to protect our keiki.

Hawaii is built on respect—respect for our families, our kupuna, our keiki, and our personal
choices. This bill disrespects all of that. It ignores the fact that every body is different, that
medical treatments come with risks, and that no one—especially the government—should have
the power to force those risks on anyone.

Medical decisions are personal. Every medical treatment, including vaccines, carries a risk of
adverse effects—neurological issues, autoimmune disorders, long-term health complications.
Those risks may be rare, but for the families affected, they are life-changing. The government
has no right to decide that some level of risk is “acceptable” for someone else’s child. That
decision belongs to the parents, to the families, to the people who will actually live with the
consequences.

HB1118 also tramples on religious freedom. Many in our community hold deep spiritual and
religious beliefs that guide their medical choices. These beliefs should be honored, not dismissed
by politicians who think they know better. No law should ever force someone to violate their
faith to comply with a government mandate.

This is about more than just one bill. If we allow this level of government control over our
personal health decisions, where does it stop? What else will they decide they have the right to
force on us? Our keiki are not the property of the state. Parents—not lawmakers—should be the
ones making these choices.

| urge you to stand with the families of Hawaii. Protect our rights, our freedom, and our keiki.
Vote NO on HB1118.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:22:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Isaac blanchard Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony

Comments:

| ask you not to pass HB 1118 on. A person should have a god given right to choose. Please do
not attempt to strip this away. | don't want someone or some organization choosing for me about
immunizations. Isn't this a my body my choice state? Do not take away the right to decide what
is best for you personally. Mahalo, Isaac




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:23:07 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alika Valdez Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| support this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:23:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nichole A. Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. It violates our freedoms, our freedom to choose and practice our
religion for ourselves!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:23:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chevas Kunz Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Committee/Board Members,

| am writing today in strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to remove religious exemptions
for vaccines in schools. If passed, this bill would infringe upon fundamental religious freedoms,
undermine parental rights, and set a dangerous precedent for government overreach into personal
medical decisions.

Preserving Religious Freedom

The right to religious freedom is one of the most fundamental liberties guaranteed by the U.S.
Constitution. For many families, opposition to certain vaccines is deeply rooted in their religious
beliefs, whether due to the use of fetal cell lines in vaccine development, concerns about bodily
autonomy, or a belief in divine guidance over medical choices.

For generations, religious exemptions have allowed families to make informed healthcare
decisions in accordance with their faith, free from government coercion. HB1118 would
eliminate this freedom, forcing families to choose between their religious convictions and access
to education a direct violation of constitutional rights.

The Impact of HB1118 on Families and Children

Eliminating religious exemptions would create significant burdens on families who rely on them
for ethical and faith-based reasons. If passed, HB1118 would result in:




Educational Displacement Parents who cannot comply due to their religious beliefs may be
forced to homeschool, relocate, or face legal consequences, creating financial and emotional
hardship.

Religious Discrimination The removal of religious exemptions disproportionately affects
faith-based communities, singling them out for exclusion from education and public life.

Erosion of Parental Rights Parents, not the government, are best positioned to make medical
decisions for their children in consultation with their faith and trusted healthcare providers.
HB1118 undermines this fundamental right.

A Dangerous Precedent for Future Generations

If HB1118 is enacted, what other medical or ethical mandates will follow? This bill opens the
door for increased government control over personal health decisions, setting a precedent that
could extend beyond vaccines to other medical treatments, procedures, or interventions.

Medical autonomy is a deeply personal and sacred responsibility. If exemptions are removed,
future generations may face increasing mandates that disregard religious convictions, erode
parental rights, and create an educational system that prioritizes coercion over choice.

Conclusion

Religious freedom is not a privilege, it is a right. HB1118 represents an unconstitutional and
unethical attack on religious communities and individual liberties. Parents should never be
forced to choose between their faith and their childa€™s education.

| strongly urge you to vote against HB1118 and protect religious vaccine exemptions in schools.
True inclusivity means respecting diverse beliefs, not forcing compliance through exclusion and
coercion.

Sincerely,



Chevas Kunz

Resident of Mililani



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:24:57 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Amy Mahikoa Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

We oppse this bill and should have the right to practice our religious beliefs including having
religious exemptions for vaccinations. These vaccinations contain aborted fetuses and substances
that we believe to be against our beliefs and should not be in our bodies. | pray in the name of
Jesus that we would be able to maintain this right to continue to raise our family here in Hawaii.
Please do not pass this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:27:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Farida Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill because It is crucial to balance public health goals with respect for individual
rights and religious diversity, ensuring that no one is forced to act against their conscience.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:29:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tim Huycke Individual Support || Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| very strongly support HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:29:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carolina Jesus Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Removing non-medical exemptions from immunization requirements is against the law,
according to the United States Constitution's protection of religious freedoms. The State of
Hawaii should not be trying to thwart the Constitution of the United States. Non-medical
exemptions, especially religious exemptions, are the legal rights of American citizens; as well as,
non-citizens who reside in this nation. The courts have ruled, in case after case regarding
immunizations, in favor of religious freedom according to the US Constitution. Why is the State
of Hawaii trying to oppose the United States Constitution? We should never do that! Oppose
this egregious bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:30:18 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lisa Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill. This is an over-reach of government to dictate that someone must be forced to
vaccinate against their religeous beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:31:03 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lysbeth Primacio Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

Dear Sirs & Madams,

| am a concerned citizen writing to request your thoughful analysis of what passing this bill,
which repeals non-medical exemptions, might do to the morale of the people who've chosen to
forego vaccines based on religious grounds.

Individiuals should have the choice to decide what they put into and onto their bodies. Religious
individuals should also have that choice. This bill discriminates against religious individuals
who, on the grounds of their religious values, have chosen to forego vaccines. There are

also non-religious people who take care of their health, protecting their body by carefully
watching what goes into it.

If there were bills to support other "preventative™ care measures, such as requiring individuals to
get colonoscopies, mammograms, flu shots, blood tests, etc., then | could understand why
vaccines are always brought up. But, there are no other bills requiring individuals to take
preventive care of their health. Why is it always that vaccines get the limelight? I've been
taught to follow the money, and the money leads straight back into the pockets of certain
politicians who have introduced this bill.

Government's first duty is to protect the people, not tell them how to run their lives. -Ronald
Regan

*By repealing non-medical exemptions, you are dictating to people how to run their

lives. Please. You were voted in to protect people, not tell them what to do. If people begin to
move from this state because of our government, where will the funding come for the positions
in government?



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:31:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tehani Napoleon-Pico Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:
Aloha,

He Hawai'i au mau a mau.

I am opposing bill H1118. Not only is it destructive to exercising our human rights
religiously/beliefs otherwise, it is also targeting the most precious and important individuals in
our community; the children. Whom are too young to fully understand and or comprehend the
possible side effects/dangers of taking vaccines. Therefore their parents are held responsible to
make those decisions and yet this bill is trying to take that choice of exemption away from
parents, why? Vaccines are not proven to be 100% safe and effective, most have many side
effects and lack research as far as taking all the vaccinations required by schools and the long
term effects on children. In fact, there are many studies that show health issues/complications
within children who were vaccinated vs unvaccinated. VVaccines have been around a long time
and still children are getting sick. It is not a solution, rather an agenda being pushed by one of the
wealthiest corporations, the pharmaceutical industry. Why are we focused on immunizations
rather than nutrition in kids school foods or teaching children how to build strong immune
systems naturally. This bill is not in the best interest of the children, especially when you're
trying to take away the voice of their parents, whom are responsible for them. I am a mother and
| do not support this bill because it is taking away the freedom of choice that is our birthright. If |
do not wish my child to be injected with a substance | can't fully be sure is safe nor beneficial for
my child, why would I risk their health? When we are blessed with so many natural 100%
effective options. This bill is utterly disturbing and proves to cause more distrust with those
chosen to be a voice for our people. This is hewa. Non medical exemptions were put in place for
a reason, and personal beliefs and religion are a strong foundation of who we are as a person. It
is improtant for us to have, it is protection, and yet someone is trying to take this away. Too
much fear is placed in the media and spread amongst our community to control people and
pressure them to make a decision they aren't fully knowledgeable about. VVaccines have warning
labels and health risks that aren't talked about, but proven. There are many vaccine injuries
happening every day. Those are not spoken about. Furthermore leads to my point that having a
choice to be exempt from vaccines for our children is our right and should not be taken away.

Mahalo,

A caring and loving mother.






HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:33:02 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. . Remotely Via
krystle ilar Individual Oppose Z00m
Comments:

I, Krystle ilar oppose this bill.

it isn't the governments right to force me to vaccinate my children.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:36:06 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Yvonne Alvarado Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

This is a Violation of Our Civil Liberties and The Constitution. I, Yvonne Alvarado strongly
Oppose to this Bill HB118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:37:55 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sharee Orr Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

No to this bill. A religious exemption repeal is a violation of a person's 1st Amendment. This
will go to court wasting taxpayer money. Stop wasting taxpayer money with dumb bills that end
up in court.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:37:57 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Marcus Tanaka Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The 1st amendment guarantees freedom of religion.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:41:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ailie Souriolle Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is a violation of the Constitution and religion freedom. Vaccines should never be forced as
we are not all the same person and have different medical and religionous needs!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:41:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David McGuire Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
HB1118

To the members of the Committee on Health,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. This bill allows religious
exemptions to not be used for school aged children whose families have a valid resons for not
wanting their children to be vaccinated. While | read that children who were granted a religious
exemption in the past would be exempt from this new requirement, what isn't clear is would that
also cover any new vaccines that are added to the list?

We, as a family, opposed our older children receiving the HPV vaccine as they were not sexually
active. They never contracted HPV, and it isn't fair to penalize families who talk with their
children, have open communication and strict boundaries to protect them from any sexually
transmitted disease with a forced vaccination and the associated risks. We will be having the
same boundary discussions and open communication with our youngest child. He will not be
getting the vaccine and should not be penalized or forced to receive it.

Religious exemptions are not just people who do not want to get vaccinated but have strong
moral and ethical objections to certain vaccines that have significant associated risks—risks
which far out way the benefits. Our son did not get the COVID vaccine and NEVER got
COVID. 1 would ask you to not allow this bill to move forward and to Kill it.

Respectfully,

David McGuire






HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:43:31 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
SALINA MCMOORE Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn?;“mony
Comments:

| oppose bill HB1118! This bill 100 percent goes against my personal rights to freely choose, as
the parent of my children, what is or is not in their best interest regarding vaccinations. The
government should never make it mandatory or have the right to require an individual, let alone a
child, to have vaccinations in order to attend public schools.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:46:20 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Naomi Correa Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am in opposition of HB1118 removing non- medical exemptions. We the citizens of Hawaii
require the right to choose- Informed Consent. Where there is risk, there must be a choice. Is the
State of Hawai'i willing to accept responsibility for any adverse side effects from vaccination?
Religious rights must also be upheld as stated in the Constitution of the United States of
America. This is outrageous and egregious government overreach.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:47:34 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Deirdre Madrid Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is unconstitutional.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:48:32 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jenny Barkin Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| am writing to express my strong opposition to HB 1118. In addition to my personal stance, |
represent other like-minded mothers in our community who share these concerns. As a parent
and resident of Hawaii, | firmly believe that individuals must have the right to choose or be
granted exemptions when it comes to immunization.

The ability to opt-out based on religious or medical grounds is a fundamental right protected by
the First Amendment. It is not the role of the state or government to revoke these exemptions, as
doing so would be both unconstitutional and an infringement on personal freedoms.

As a dedicated health advocate, | take my family's and community's well-being seriously.
Removing religious exemptions is not the solution and should not be considered as such.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:49:55 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anne Kamau Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118!! The decision to get vaccinated or not should remain with the person, and/or
parent not the government. Josh Green should focus on fixing the problems of Hawaii not
making more. Start building in Lahaina. Ensure food security. How about making sure each
child attending school can read at grade level. More important things for him to fix. | oppose
HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:50:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
L.C. Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118. We cannot allow the government to make any type of medical decision for us.
Why is it that a small group of legislators, a tiny fraction of our population, believe they know
what is best for every individual without knowing each personally, knowing their medical history
or their religious preferences. Eliminating our right to determine the best medical decision for
ourselves and our children is a gross overreach by the government.

Vote NO on HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:50:44 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bart Burford Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Unconstitutional and against the Nuremberg code.
unbelieveable tgat this comes from a " doctor," who happens to play a Governor as well

NO ONE should hold public education over our children's heads if they do not comply to forced
vaccines

OPPOSED



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:52:10 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kelli Ukauka Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This bill is unacceptable. What happened to my body my choice or does that only pertain to
aborting babies, up to 9 months of age? It is our constitutional right and our right as citizens of
One Nation Under God to choose if we wish to get a vaccine or not, whether we take a
medication or not. This is government over reach and is unacceptable!!! This bill CANNOT and
SHOULD NOT even be up to the government. There are many people who are sensitive to
medications and are trying to leave a clean healthy lifestyle free from Medications etc. Hawaii
government please do better by your citizens and people.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:53:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joel C Helge Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| stand with the many people opposed to medicalized coercion and assault. Especially given
recent experiences violating public trust with unproven, unsafe, ineffective transfection
technology and the gaslighting, coercion, fraud, and obvious harm that was denied, though
gradually admitted- if still minimized; how dare you propose to double down on this assault?
This bill is an obscene insult to the public's human rights of informed consent and personal
medical sovereignty. These are not indulgences, they are paramount legal protections supported
in international legal precedent superceding that of any state. You are beyond your scope of
practice in this attempt. You should wisely turn away.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:56:10 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Katherine D Lobendahn Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ;tlmony
Comments:

This Bill VIOLATES my First Amendment Constitutional Rights. This DRACONIAN Bill
MIST NOT PASS! | OPPOSE this Bill completely!



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:57:52 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Donn DeShayne Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

I would like to add my testimony in opposing this bill to remove all non-medical exemptions for
vaccinations. Removing religious exemptions in this case is also a way of removing freedom of
religion. I understand this bill is based on trying to keep a herd immunity of 95%. Herd
immunity is a concept that has not been widely proven and was showed to be a failed theory
during the Covid pandemic. | am strongly opposed to this measure. Thank you for reading my

testimony.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:58:18 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Deja Antonio Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| strongly oppose this bill (HB1118). With this testimony, | would like to ensure that lawmakers
are aware of how incredibly hard it is to obtain a medical exemption for a vaccine injured
children. My daughter was vaccine injured at 2 years old, after having a non-febrile seizure days
after recieving three vaccines at once, during her well child visit. Please note that one of the first
side effects listed on these vaccine safety labels, from the manufacturers themselves, have
"seizures™ listed as a known side effect.

| was shocked when | was met with a cold and defensive attitude from her pediatricians office as
| followed up with them, after my daughter was admitted to the emergency room. | ended up
ultimately being granted a medical exemption for VVeda, which lasted for 10 years, right up until
the office implemented a new policy. This policy forced patients to follow the offices® vaccine
schedule or the child would not be welcome as a patient any longer. My daughter was then
kicked out of the practice, and worst, they conveniently walked back and revoked the medical
exemption they provided her for years, saying that they looked the case over again, and no longer
felt that the vaccine has cause her seizure. All of this was done so that my daughter would no
longer be a patient at this practice, since insurance companies give bonuses to practices who
have a high percentages of vaccinated patients. This is horrifiing, and | was deeply hurt. This
isn‘t the kind of treatment you would expect from people who you trust to ensure your childs
health and well-being.

Vaccines have become money driven, and political. This is not a one size fits all drug, no drug is.
Where there is any kind of risk, a choice is required to be afforded. This bill would empower
drug companies and pediatrician offices to continue to evade any type of responsibility or
protections for patients that are adversly affected by vaccines. Further more, after my daughters
injury, | researched ingredients used in vaccines, also listed in the manufacturers insert. Blood
fractions and other toxins are contained in many vaccines - which is against my religious beliefs.
Please ensure that the people of Hawai‘i have medical freedom of choice and freedom to practice
their religious beliefs.

I can tell you from someone that is part of my community and who talks to many parents, this
bill would not force one parent to vaccinate their vaccine injured child or their siblings, or go
against their religious beliefs. This bill would force these parents to homeschool their keiki.

Please do not punish our keiki or parents for their religious beliefs or the adverse effects they



have experienced with vaccines. Forcing a medical procedure on to people is a direct violation of
our God-given freedom to choose. Please let our keiki attend public school, be part of their
community and play sports.

Mahalo for all your painstaking work day in and day out for the people of Hawai‘i, and thank
you for reading all of these powerful testimonies, | appreciate it immensly.

Mahalo nui,

Deja Antonio



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 1:58:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
James Finley Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| do not support this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:00:39 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joelle Seashell Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My body my choice. And Also my children's body my choice. If everyone who wants the
vaccine is vaccinated, my child would not put them at risk by not having an injection that is in
violation of my religious beliefs. You people are sick in the mind.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:01:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dorinda Ohelo Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/tlmony

Comments:

This is a blatant disregard for our constitutional right to religious exemption! You cannot make a
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:01:09 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. . Remotely Via
Sophie Sidhu Individual Oppose Z00m
Comments:

As a proud member of our aloha state, an educator who cares deeply about inclusivity, a caring
community member and a mother, I strongly oppose this bill. This bill is a violation of our
fundamental and constitutional right of religious freedom. Faith practices and the right to
education must be mutually respected. If enacted, this bill would cause significant harm to
families across the islands and tear apart the fabric of our aloha state. | implore you to uphold our
constitutional integrity and vote no.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:02:06 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gerald Aguiar Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

My name is Gerald Aguiar and | strongly oppose bill HB1118. Please preserve our right to
medical choice and our right to practice our religious beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:02:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. . Remotely Via
Victoria Ng Individual Oppose Z00m
Comments:

Aloha, and thank you for hearing this testimony in opposition:

This bill, if passed, would take away religious freedoms in our state. Hawaii should retain its
religious freedoms for all of its residents, instead of going down the slippery slope of taking
away religious freedom.

The United States of America was founded and populated because of religious freedom ideals.
To take that away is to go against not only the founders beliefs, but the people of Hawaii's
beliefs.

| urge you to keep religious freedom intact for everyone in Hawaii.

Thank you in advance,

Vickie Ng



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:02:51 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Williams Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose this is absolute bull crap!! Disgusting



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:03:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

ABSOLUTLY NOT. | STRONGLY OPPOSE



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:04:07 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jesika H. Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. Our religious rights and freedom will be violated because of this bill.
Parents and caregivers have the right to choose if they would like to vaccinate their child or not.
Government does not have the right to take our choices away especially when it comes to our
own health or beliefs related to our health. I do not support this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:04:11 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kanoe Willis Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

ABSOLUTLY NOT. | STRONGLY OPPOSE



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:07:45 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Luis Ma Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am strongly opposed this bill.

**Disadvantages of Removing Religious Exemptions for Vaccination**

1. **Infringement on Religious Freedom**

Removing religious exemptions may violate the principle of religious liberty, a cornerstone of
many democratic societies. Certain faiths oppose vaccines due to ethical concerns, such as the
use of fetal cell lines in development (e.g., Catholicism, though many leaders now endorse
vaccination). Forcing adherents to choose between their beliefs and compliance could
marginalize religious minorities and undermine constitutional protections, such as the First
Amendment in the U.S.

2. **Erosion of Trust in Institutions**

Mandating vaccinations without religious accommodations may breed distrust in government
and public health authorities. Perceived coercion can fuel anti-vaccine sentiment, paradoxically
reducing compliance. Communities might view such policies as dismissive of their values,
leading to heightened resistance and reliance on misinformation.

3. **Legal and Constitutional Challenges**

Eliminating religious exemptions could provoke lawsuits alleging violations of religious
freedom. In jurisdictions with strong protections (e.g., the U.S. under the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act), courts may strike down such policies, creating legal uncertainty and diverting
resources from public health efforts.



4. **Social Division and Marginalization**

Targeted religious groups may feel alienated, exacerbating social tensions. For example,
conservative Christian or Amish communities might withdraw further from mainstream society,
homeschooling children or avoiding medical systems. This polarization could hinder broader
public health collaboration.

5. **Unintended Public Health Consequences**

Strict mandates might drive non-compliant individuals underground, falsifying exemptions or
avoiding healthcare altogether. This could leave pockets of low immunity, risking outbreaks.
Additionally, enforcement efforts might overshadow education and outreach, which are more
effective for fostering voluntary uptake.

6. **Economic and Educational Barriers**

Without exemptions, families refusing vaccines for religious reasons could face exclusion from
schools or employment. This disproportionately affects low-income groups, limiting access to
education and economic stability, and deepening inequities.

7. **Historical and Cultural Sensitivities**

Some minority religions have historical trauma tied to state coercion (e.g., Indigenous or
Jehovah’s Witness communities). Removing exemptions may echo past persecution, intensifying
distrust and resistance.

**Conclusion**

While removing religious exemptions aims to boost vaccination rates, it risks infringing on civil
liberties, provoking legal disputes, and fostering societal discord. Policymakers must balance
public health goals with respect for religious diversity, ensuring strategies prioritize dialogue and
inclusivity to avoid counterproductive outcomes.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:08:59 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carole Chung Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill. The government is not my God!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:10:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mahealani Bernal Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| opppose HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:10:18 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Julie Venegas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To the members of the Committee on Health,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this bill. This bill allows religious
exemptions not to be used for school aged children who have a valid point of not wanting their
children to be vaccinated. While | read that children who were granted a religious exemption in
the past would be exempt from this new requirement, what isn't clear is would that also cover
any new vaccines that are added to the list? | opposed having my two children from getting the
HPV vaccine as they were not sexually active. They never contracted HPV and it isn't fair to
penalize families who teach their children to have values that include waiting for marriage to
have sex. My husband and | have open communication and strict boundaries to protect them
from any sexually transmitted disease to then force them to get a vaccination with risks
associated with it and to penalize them and not allow them to have the religious exemption to not
get a vaccine with known risks. My children will not be getting the vaccine and should not be
penalized or forced to get something that has risks associated with it. Religious exemptions are
not just people who do not want to get vaccinated but have strong moral and ethical objections to
vaccines that have risks and are not necessary. in my opinion. My famiily did not get the COVID
vaccine and NEVER got COVID. | would ask you to not allow this bill to move forward and to
kill it.

Thank you for your time,

Julie Venegas



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:10:49 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Claudia Pokipala Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony

Comments:

| am in strong opposition to this bill. It is a direct violation of our right to hold our sincerely held
religious beliefs and exempt us or my children or my children's children from getting vaccinated.
This is illegal and unconstitutional; Blatant violation of my constitutional rights and the law




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:12:01 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Curtis Tiritas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| have a right, (and on behalf of my family) to preserve my body, and under the protection of
God, from government forced desecration from vaccination under my religious beliefs.
forcing medical intervention in order to receive education is religious prejudice which I am
opposing.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:14:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lora Santiago Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| strongly OPPOSE AGAINST HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:14:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Candace Vizcarra Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

Again, stop with these bills that continue to infringe on citizen conditional rights!!! The
Constitution needs to be reread by those in office. If you can't Uphold what you swore an oath to,
you best step down because GOD sees and knows all. Your days are numbered!!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:15:07 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lani Primacio Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Fully oppose any bill to take anyway our rights to religious exemption against any medicine or
vaccine. | have a sincerely held religious belief against all vaccines. Please stop trying to force
people to medically inject anything in their bodies. Aloha



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:16:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristine Kelly Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| oppose this bill as it is not only unconstitutional but government over reach. It is our right to
make choices for our family and children and to protect them.

Medical decisions are not up to the government and have no reason why this is even a
discussion.

This bill takes away freedom and everything our country was built upon. If you want a
communist country | suggest you pack your bags and move.

mahalo.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:17:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Daly DeShayne Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

My testimony:

I would like to add my testimony in opposing this bill to remove all non-medical exemptions for
vaccinations. Removing religious exemptions in this case is also a way of removing freedom of
religion. I understand this bill is based on trying to keep a herd immunity of 95%. Herd
immunity is a concept that has not been widely proven and was showed to be a failed theory
during the Covid pandemic. | am strongly opposed to this measure. Thank you for reading my

testimony.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:17:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Loree Jean Searcy Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| oppose HB1118

The people of Hawaii have the right to choose whether to have a vaccine or not. By you passing
this bill you are violating the personal rights of each person over their own medical decisions and
this is government overreach to the max.

We are a free people and we have the right to choose.

| oppose



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:18:49 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
samantha pang Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| do not support HB1118, as it infringes on the right for individuals to choose what is best for
themselves and their family based on their religious views. This excemption should not be
removed.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:19:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Fata McMoore Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:19:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Marissa Sugiura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,

| am writing in strong opposition to HB1118.

This bill is government overreach, plain and simple. It threatens our fundamental rights-our right
to bodily autonomy, our right to make medical decisions based on our own beliefs, and our right
as parents to protect our keiki.

Hawaii is built on respect-respect for our families, our kupuna, our keiki, and our personal
choices. This bill disrespects all of that. It ignores the fact that every body is different, that
medical treatments come with risks, and that no one-especially the government-should have the
power to force those risks on anyone.

Medical decisions are personal. Every medical treatment, including vaccines, carries a risk of
adverse effects— neurological issues, autoimmune disorders, long-term health complications.
Those risks may be rare, but for the families affected, they are life-changing. The government
has no right to decide that some level of risk is

"acceptable™ for someone else's child. That decision belongs to the parents, to the families, to the
people who will actually live with the consequences.

HB1118 also tramples on religious freedom.

Many in our community hold deep spiritual and religious beliefs that guide their medical
choices. These beliefs should be honored, not dismissed by politicians who think they know
better. No law should ever force someone to violate their faith to comply with a government
mandate.

This is about more than just one bill. If we allow this level of government control over our
personal health decisions, where does it stop? What else will they decide they have the right to
force on us? Our keiki are not the property of the state. Parents-not lawmakers-should be the
ones making these choices.



| urge you to stand with the families of Hawaii. Protect our rights, our freedom, and our keiki.
Vote NO on HB1118.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:19:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Angela M Anderson Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

This bill seeks to eliminate non-medical exemptions for vaccines, which include religious and
philosophical objections, thereby mandating vaccination without medical exemptions.

This is a blatant violation of Religious Freedom - This will would infringe upon the
constitutional right to freedom of religion by not recognizing religious objections - currently
protected by state and federal law.

Phiolosophical exemptions reflect respect for individual autonomy and the right to make
personal health choices based on ones own convictions. Removing this exemption strips away
personal freedom.

Forcing vaccinations without exemption will further the distrust of the medical community and
legislature. When so many studies and physicians opposed to the vaccine have been censored, it
goes to follow that the public does not yet have access to all of the information and in
implementing this bill, without all of the information is a gross failure of public health and
safety.

BY disallowing non-medical exemptions, we risk further eroding public trust in health policy,
without broader implications for public health beyond vaccination.

How can we tout the cultural diversity of our Hawaiian Ohana while failing to recognize cultural
beliefs and practices that go against the democratic agenda? This bill does not accommodate the
very differences this legislature claims to be protective of.

Rather than remove exemptions, we could enhance public health with education and engagement
and allowing dissenting voices to be heard.

| am deeply concerned about the implications of HB1118 on individual rights, community
cohesion and public health strategy. Eliminating non medical exemptions could have unintended
consequences that outweighs the perceived benefits.




| encourage this committee to reconsider this bill and explore other methods that respect personal
freedom and autonomy and the right for patients to decide personal health decisions with
qualified physicians and the most up to date medical data available.

the legislature has no business in exam rooms.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:20:38 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Emily Argall Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please leave the religious exemptions for our children's schools. If removed, this would be an
infringement of our religious freedoms. Mandates on medical products are also oppressive and
illiberal. For products with risk, there must be informed choice. Vaccines can be wonderful, but
it must be the parent's choice, an individual's choice based on their unique health and freedom of
religious beliefs. Please do the right thing for our children.

Thank you.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:20:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Raelynn Broad-Kela Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| strongly OPPOSE



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:26:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Scott Euken Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

If passed this bill will fail in the courts due to religious and conscience freedoms, first
amendment concerns, and the Governors ties to Big Pharma. The political and judicial
environment will not allow this into practice. It is bad legislation and not in line with the people
of this State.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:27:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Melissa Lahti Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| believe in vaccination, my children are vaccinated and my grandchildren are vaccinated. There
are a couple vaccines that | do not think are safe, risk vs reward ect. Parents should have the
choice to decide what is injected into their children!! The government should NOT be able to tell
you what to put in your body!! I strongly OPPOSE this bill and I'm not anti vaccine! I've worked
in the medical field and still feel this is overreach of the government. PLEASE VOTE NO ON

THIS BILL!!!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:27:30 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Crystal Nobriga Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn?;t'mony
Comments:
Aloha,

| am a mother of two boys, one in 6th grade at Honokaa elementary & the other a junior at
Kamehameha, Keaau.

We are strong in our faith & do not believe in vaccinating our boys, injecting them with aborted
fetus cells or MRNA properties, mercury, formaldehyde, Aluminum, & any other chemicals,
which go against our religious beliefs & views. This is a constitutional right to have the ability to
say my body, my choice when it comes to injecting them with chemicals of which the doctors
cannot even properly take the time to go over every single ingredient & every single side effect
of. I know this because | have asked before.

1 Corinthians 2:5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of
God.
1 Corinthians 6:19 What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is

in you, which is of God's and not of your own.

1 Corinthians 3:17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the temple of
God is holy, which temple ye are.

Please do not move forward with this bill & allow us as parents to make the choices of our
children's health which we know best.
Thank you,

Crystal Nobriga



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:29:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Zaysha-Ann Maria- . Written Testimony
Sheldon Individual Oppose Only
Comments:

| am opposing this bill due to my religion. I will not be forced by the government to go against
my faith. It is not right.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:30:48 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
John Ng Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Last | checked, Hawaii is still a state in the union. There has been court precedence in Fulton v
Philadelphia as well as Employment Division v Smith that protects religious exemptions and
deemed that religious exemption is a First Amendment protection.

Hawaii would be made an example by the Supreme Court if they were to pass this restrictive bill
that limits our freedoms.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:31:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rita Wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly OPPOSE HB1118

This bill is so wrong! Government is not our God!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:32:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joy Satele Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| do not support HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:33:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
sean Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:33:57 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Audrey Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This mandate has nothing to do with maintaining the health of our children. It is instead, an
engrose infringement on our religious rights. As a parent, it is my responsibility to ensure my
children stay safe and healthy, through diet, vitamin supplementation and excersise. It is not the
governments responsibility to force their beliefs on "we, the people”. | have 2, very healthy,
teenage boys in highschool. Neither have ever recieved any vaccinations, and have gotten
through every "sick" season of their lives better than most. They rarely ever get sick, thanks to
our practices and the grace of God. If you feel removing them from school for the remainder of
the duration, will help their physical and mental health, you are creating a much larger, overall,
problem. I ask that you re-think this mandate and leave medical decisions in the hands of the
families. | promise, if this madate goes through, you will be forcebly removing thousands of
children from public schools around the state. This is not a decision to take lightly.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:34:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leah Williams Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

HB1118 goes against our constitutional rights. That's all that needs to be said. Do not break the
constitution.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:34:18 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
BROOKE BERRY Individual Oppose ertteno'[ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly believe in the importance of protecting religious exemptions for school immunizations.
As a parent, it's my fundamental right to make decisions about my child's health and wellbeing,
including those guided by our deeply held spiritual beliefs.

Forcing parents to choose between their faith and accessing education is not only unjust, but also
harmful. It's crucial we preserve the freedom to make informed, conscience-driven choices about
vaccination, without fear of retribution or exclusion.

By safeguarding religious exemptions, we ensure that families from diverse backgrounds and
faiths can continue to participate in our education system, fostering a more inclusive and
equitable society for all.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:35:07 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Malia Lavatai Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill. We should have the right to choose to take a vaccine or not especially if it
doesn't fit within our religion.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:37:02 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kalma Wong Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118. There are only four states in the country that do not have a religious
exemption. Do not add Hawaii to the list of states that infringe upon the right of its residents to
exercise their personal religious beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:39:16 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kimberly Puhala Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill. It is against our constitutional rights.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:40:24 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Battles Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Relgious freedom is a conerstone of our nation.

Please do not support this bill.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:41:23 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Avrica Cornejo Individual Oppose Remzotely Via
oom

Comments:

To Whom it may concern:

| just moved to Hawaii 3 weeks ago and was elated that Hawaii allow religious excemptions for
children to get an education. Religiously I feel HPV vaccines go against my beliefs to vaccinate
kids to get an education. | have lived in many places in my life and never seen a state pressure
parents to vaccinate their kids from a Sexually transmitted disease to get an education. My

daughter is only 11 yrs old and also have an 8 yr old, and find this vaccine rediculous and against

my religious practices. Please take account we are a military family and would love our voice to
be heard. My kids are up to date with their vaccines and religously | feel the excemption should

not change.
Thank you!

Arica Cornejo




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:43:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nicole Kauwalu Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this horrible bill.
let the parents be in charge of their children's health decisions, NOT THE GOVERNMENT!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:43:53 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Thomas Stoll Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To whom it may concern,

This Bill (HB1118) that would, if passed, refuse vaccine exemption for those that are
unvaccinated due to their religious beliefs and/or convictions is very concerning to me. After
years of the COVID-19 Vaccine audits, there is substantial evidence that this particular vaccine
has caused widespread deaths and serious adverse reactions, some of which have left the
recipients paralyzed, immune system compromised (VAIDS) and left some with the condition of
Myocarditis. There is also mounting evidence of the dangerous DNA altering characteristics of
this vaccine. It is with the utmost respect and conviction that I suggest that this Bill would be
denied at this juncture. The data that is presently continuing to be analyzed needs more time to
fully evaluate the harmful ramifications ensued to those affected. We should be careful to make
any decisions now about mandating any vaccine, as some experts have come forward
acknowledging how it was a mistake to assume that the Covid-19 vaccine was safe and effective.
It was proven to be either. The fact that the Covid-19 virus was a result of "Gain of Function™
experiments should be the focus of efforts to prevent any future Pandemics. This outcome of
vaccine injuries should serve as a warning to halt any further vaccine mandates or development
of vaccines carelessly. Thank you for your serious consideration as my convictions about
experimental vaccines are converse to any Bill that would mandate anyone to being
experimented on in fear of losing their livelyhood.

Sincerely,

Thomas Stoll



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:46:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Yumi Moore Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee,

| am writing to strongly oppose HB1118, which seeks to remove religious exemptions for school
vaccination requirements in Hawaii. This bill infringes upon fundamental rights and parental
freedoms, setting a dangerous precedent for government overreach into personal and religious
decisions.

1. Religious Freedom and Constitutional Rights

Religious exemptions exist to protect the deeply held beliefs of families who conscientiously
object to certain vaccinations. The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free
exercise of religion, and forcing parents to vaccinate their children against their religious
convictions is a clear violation of this fundamental right. Hawaii has long upheld diverse cultural
and religious values—this bill threatens that foundation.

2. Parental Rights and Informed Consent

Parents should have the right to make medical decisions for their children without coercion from
the government. Medical interventions, including vaccines, carry risks, and each parent must
have the autonomy to weigh the benefits and risks based on their unique circumstances. The
removal of religious exemptions disregards parental consent and personal medical freedom.

3. Precedent for Discrimination and Exclusion

HB1118 effectively excludes children from receiving an education if their parents object to
vaccinations on religious grounds. This disproportionately impacts faith-based communities and
marginalized groups, forcing families to either violate their beliefs or seek alternative, often
costly, education options. No child should be denied access to public education due to their
family’s religious convictions.

4. Alternative Solutions Exist

Rather than eliminating religious exemptions, the state should focus on policies that ensure
public health while respecting individual rights. This could include robust education on vaccines,



transparency in reporting adverse reactions, and reasonable accommodations for families with
sincere objections.

Conclusion:
HB1118 is a direct attack on religious freedom, parental rights, and informed medical choice. |

urge the committee to reject this bill and instead work toward solutions that protect public health
while upholding constitutional freedoms.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Yumi Moore



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:46:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Victoria Giuseffi Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| do not support religious exemptions being taken away or not recognized by our government for
our citizens.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:48:07 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
kayden radhe Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

I do not agree to the removal of Religious Exemptions for Vaccinations of our Keiki. This is
UnConstiutional, and it is a horrific measure that is being brought before the Hawaii legistlature
to consider. Vaccinations, especially the MRNA Covid and other childhood vaccinations have
NOT been proven safe or effective, nor do they have any redeemable benefits. In fact, these
vaccinations have shown to harm 1000's of humans! This is absolutely unaccetable that this is
even being considered in the way of a bill....to kill and hurt our Children and Grand Children. 1
am NOT in support of this Bill. We have the right to choose our Medical Freedom, and
Religious Exemption is a God Given as well as Constitutional Right. There should never be
anything Mandatory that has the possibilty of harming humans. This is a bill to Kill, and may it
be known as that.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:48:33 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
camille erickson Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony

Comments:

| oppose this bill because it removes our rights as individuals to determine what medical
interventions we approve for our self and our children. Not all bodies are equal and no medical
intervention is one size fits all. Many vaccines carry morally questionable ingredients that go
against our religious and moral beliefs.

Not only that but This will drive more families out of the public school systems and your
education budgets will drop. No body wins with this kind of overreach. Please do not pass this

bill.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:54:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tiffany Foyle Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Refusing religious exemption for vaccines is unconstitutional as our first amendment rights
include freedom of religion. There are plenty of recent examples from the blunders of the
pandemic to reinforce this erroneous approach:

On September 24, 2021, a federal court in Kentucky acknowledged in Beckerich v. St. Elizabeth
Medical Center that exemptions from a hospital’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate should be granted
for hospital employees who had a sincere religious objection under Title VII.

On October 7, 2021, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in Dahl v. Board of Trustees
of Western Michigan University held that student athletes were likely to succeed on their First
Amendment claim that a university infringed on their right of free exercise of religion when it
enforced a coronavirus vaccine mandate and ignored or denied requests for religious exemptions.

In July 2022, Liberty Counsel settled the nation’s first classwide lawsuit for healthcare workers
over a COVID vaccine mandate, for more than $10.3 million. The class action settlement against
NorthShore University HealthSystem was on behalf of more than 500 current and former
healthcare workers who were unlawfully discriminated against and denied religious exemptions
from the mandate.

There are many more recent court decisions throughout the nation that conclude again and again,
first amendment rights cannot be revoked. In this particular case, you will find that mama bears
like me will fiercely protect our children, minors that we are responsible for, and will not let their
bodies be mandated against God's will.

Extra good news: if your children are vaccinated, and those vaccines work as well as "the
science" says, then an unvaccinated child cannot get them sick. God bless!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 2:54:40 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brooke Ponce Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118. The right and responsible of a child always belong's in hand of the parents and
no one else. No government or school will be making any decison of any one's child especially
of their medical health.

A lot of vaccination uses parts for aborted fetus (human baby) in their development. Abortion is
clearly against my religions. In accordance with God's words (The Holy Bile), 1 Corinthians
6:19-20, commands Christians to honor Go by caring for our bodies responsibly, for it is a
temples of the Holy Spirt. Receiving any vaccine will voilate God's commannd to honor Him
with our bodies because of the the involvement of fetal stem cell in any vaccination
development. Scruptures from The Holy Bible, teaches the value of preborn life which is created
in God's imagine from the moment of fertilization. As in Psalms 139:13-16 and Jeremiah 1:5, a
developing deture in the womb was created by God and is life that deserves to be protected.

Therefore being FORCE to inject any vaccination against my will or my child's will would
violate my family's deeply held beliefs about, first, honoring God in caring for our bodies, and
second, advocating for the protection of preborn life as it is commanded in Proverbs 31:8-9,
Jeremiah 22:3, and James 1:27. Eliminating religious exemption is clearly a violate of my First
Amendement of the United States Constitution which protects my right to pratice my religion
without government interference.



Removing religious exemptions from vaccines is a direct violation of religious freedom, a
fundamental right protected by the First Amendment. The government does not have the
authority to override deeply held religious beliefs, as the people we elect to govern are not God
and should not dictate matters of faith. For many, receiving certain vaccines conflicts with their
religious convictions, and forcing compliance disregards their moral and spiritual autonomy.
Additionally, religious exemptions have long been a recognized and respected part of medical
and legal traditions, ensuring that personal beliefs are not sacrificed for government mandates.
While public health is important, it should not come at the expense of religious liberty, which is a
cornerstone of American democracy.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:00:31 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Remotely Via
Dylan Sheldon Individual Oppose Z00m

Comments:

As a tax paying citizen, a father, and from religious faith | strongly oppose this bill as do many
others that I know. This is against the constitution of the US, discrimination, and a form of
communism trying to override a family's beliefs. Josh Green is a puppet of Big Pharma in which
we all know and | do not support this. Mahalo.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:01:21 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rene Connolly Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Testimonial Against Removing Religious Exemptions for VVaccination
Dear Legislators,

| am writing to urge you to oppose any bill that seeks to remove religious exemptions for
vaccination. This issue is deeply personal to me, not only as a parent but as someone who has
experienced firsthand the devastating effects that medical mandates can have on an individual’s
health and well-being.

As a child, | suffered a severe vaccine injury—an experience that altered the course of my life.
While conventional medicine failed to provide solutions, | turned to my faith for healing.
Through prayer, holistic care, and natural healing practices, | was able to reclaim my health. This
experience solidified my unwavering trust in God’s design and the body’s innate ability to heal
when properly supported.

Because of my experience, | made the informed decision to raise my children without vaccines.
Today, | have two healthy, vibrant children—one in high school and one in second grade.
Neither of them has ever required a sick visit to the doctor, and both excel academically,
consistently earning straight A’s. My family’s story is living proof that health is not dependent
on pharmaceutical interventions but rather on a holistic approach that honors the body, mind, and
spirit.

Removing religious exemptions would force families like mine to choose between our deeply
held beliefs and access to education. This is not only unconstitutional but also an assault on
religious freedom, informed consent, and parental rights. The government has no place dictating
medical decisions that should be left to families and their faith.

I urge you to stand for freedom, bodily autonomy, and religious liberty by voting against any bill
that seeks to eliminate religious exemptions. No parent should be forced to violate their
conscience or their faith to participate in society. Please do not allow fear and coercion to
override the fundamental rights of American families.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,



Rene Connolly



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:03:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carla Antonio Individual Oppose Remotely Via
Zoom
Comments:

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,

| am writing in strong opposition to HB1118. This bill is government overreach. It threatens our
fundamental rights; our right to bodily autonomy, our right to make medical decisions based on
our own beliefs, and our right as parents to protect our children.

This bill disrespects our personal choices. It ignores the fact that every body is different, that
medical treatments come with risks, and that no one, especially the government, should have the
power to force those risks on anyone.

Speaking from a medical professional standpoint, this bill completely goes against “patient
rights.” It goes against informed consent. The right to give or withhold consent to treatment. The
right to participate in decisions about my care and my children’s care. The right to refuse
treatment.

Medical decisions are personal. Every medical treatment, including vaccines, carries a risk of
adverse effects; neurological issues, autoimmune disorders, long-term health complications.
Those risks may be rare, but for the families affected, they are life-changing. The government
has no right to decide that some level of risk is "acceptable” for someone else's child. That
decision belongs to the parents, to the families, to the people who will actually live with the
consequences.

HB1118 also tramples on religious freedom. Many in our community hold deep spiritual and
religious beliefs that guide their medical choices.

These beliefs should be honored, not dismissed by politicians who think they know better. No
law should ever force someone to violate their faith to comply with a government mandate.

This is about more than just one bill. If we allow this level of government control over our
personal health decisions, where does it stop?

What else will they decide they have the right to force on us? My children are not the property of
the state. Parents, not lawmakers, should be the ones making these choices.

| urge you to stand with the families of Hawaii.



Protect our rights, our freedom, and our children.
Vote NO on HB1118.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:03:52 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Andrea Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Parents should have the right to refuse these vaccines. The government should bot ve allowed to
dictate our religious beliefs.

Futhermore this should not be a requirement we had the opportunity to refuse flu vaccines in the
past without exemptions. We were allowed to choose what we would put in our bodies. Where
now the government is mandating vaccines. That is unconstitutional.

The government should not have the power to allow or disallow us rights to our own bodies.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:07:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
nawai kela Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose of this Bill. It's not a fair system to all the kids especially local ones to exclude
them from school because of there medical status. Also since we get charged state taxes that fund
our schools, why can't our kids be allowed to go?



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:08:09 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristin Cunningham Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose this bill. The first amendment guarantees US citizens freedom of religion. By passing
this bill you are directly violating that. | have 4 children, all born in Hawaii, that this would
affect. After Covid and all the mandates and challenges to religious freedoms, | would hope that
legislators would recognize religious freedom stands. The people do not want this. A recent
survey conducted by the Anneburg Public Policy Center showed "support for religious
exemptions to school vaccine requirements also doubled, from 20% in 2019 to 39% in 2025"
(The Defender, Burdick Feb 3rd, 2025 Article "Public Support for Religious Exemptions Nearly
Doubled Over Past 6 Years"). People are much more aware of what goes into vaccines after the
heightened awareness gained from the COVID vaccine push. That is why | believe you are
seeing an uptake in religious exemptions. People do not want this stuff in their bodies. | urge you
to keep the law as is and do not mess with the First Amendment of the people.


https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/nurse-sues-new-jersey-hospital-religious-exemption-flu-vaccine/
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/defender/nurse-sues-new-jersey-hospital-religious-exemption-flu-vaccine/

HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:08:57 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kari Howell Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Good afternoon,
| am a constituent from Kailua, HI in opposition of HB1118.

Removing religious vaccine exemptions undermines fundamental religious liberties by setting a
dangerous precedent where the government dictates which beliefs are valid and which are not.
The First Amendment guarantees the free exercise of religion, including the right to make health
decisions based on faith and conscience. For Christians, this often includes convictions about the
sanctity of the body as a temple of God and opposition to morally objectionable vaccine
ingredients. Denying these exemptions forces believers to violate their conscience or face
exclusion from society, which is a direct attack on the core principle of religious freedom.

This isn't just about vaccines. It's about safeguarding the right to live according to deeply held
convictions without government interference.

Thank you for your time,

Kari Howell



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:09:23 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kera Wong-Miyasato Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

| deeply oppose this bill. I utilized this exemption to complete my MBA during the pandemic,
which allowed me to change my life for the better while still staying true to my faith. Others
should have the same opportunity.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:17:19 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael Ryan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a lifelong resident of Hawaii, and taxpayer, | vehemently oppose HB1118 for the following
reasons:

1. It is in direct contradiction to the Civil Rights Act title 7.

2. It is a right that my family and | had already exercised during the alleged emergency pandemic
of 2020-2021. This bill would remove the last vestiges of freedom for future generations.

3. it is also contrary to the first amendment, right to exercise religious freedom and self
determination.

4. It places an inordinate amount of power to a few people in the department of health and state
government.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:20:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Siakov Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Health can be a very touchy subject especially as it pertains to vaccinations. Most people are
interested in preserving their own health, the health of their families and friends, and the health
of the nation as a whole. Unfortunately, sometimes people take their health concerns and push
that their health decisions should be applied to everyone, disregarding human rights and dignities
in their benevolent pursuit. This bill is just like that.

As we look back on the lock down, there were many things we learned. The thing most relevant
to this conversation was that nobody could promise us safety from Covid 19. We had cases of
adverse reactions and nobody could be promised that there would be no chance of the same
happening to them or their beloved. All the while, people who did get the vaccine were still
getting sick with the same thing which the vaccine was meant to protect them from.

If vaccines hurt some people and weren't effective for others, why would it be okay to prescribe
this "treatment™ to a whole population? Especially when so many people felt uncomfortable with
such a thing.

Haven't we learned that putting something into someone else without their agreement is rape?

And before anyone dares to say that it was by choice, it wasn't. People had families to feed, and
bills to pay. It's not a choice if you're going to go hungry or homeless if you say no.

Religious exemption is the only way that one can avoid this medical violation. Please oppose this
bill while you still have the ability to stand up for freedom.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:23:45 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| Sheila Medeiros || Individual || Oppose || In Person |
Comments:

House Bill 1118 has sparked significant concerns regarding its potential infringement upon our
constitutional rights, particularly the freedom of religion. The legislation proposes a considerable
increase in government overreach by mandating vaccinations that, as of now, have not
undergone exhaustive clinical testing to ensure their safety and efficacy. This raises ethical
questions about the appropriateness of such mandates when the long-term effects of these
vaccines remain uncertain.

Additionally, it is critical to consider the implications of Governor Green’s steadfast support for
public vaccination initiatives. His unwavering commitment may prompt suspicions about the
extent of influence exerted by pharmaceutical companies on governmental policy. This concern
is further compounded by the possibility that the bill could lead to a repeal of religious
exemptions, which would directly impact individuals who hold sincere beliefs against
vaccination. Such actions could set a troubling precedent, undermining the foundational principle
of religious freedom that is deeply embedded in our society.

As the debate surrounding House Bill 1118 intensifies, it is imperative to examine both the
public health objectives and the fundamental rights at stake, ensuring that neither is
compromised in the pursuit of the other.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:24:18 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
TERI SAVAIINAEA Individual Oppose W“tte”OTn?;t'mony
Comments:

Aloha Chair Takayama and Committee Members,

| strongly oppose HB1118.

Kind regards,
Teri Kia Savaiinaea

District 45, Wai'anae resident




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:27:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tracie Ryan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As an American Citizen of the United States of America, born and raised in Hawaii, | oppose bill
HB1118.

This is in contradiction to our the Civil Rights Act title 7.

You can not take away our First Amendment rights to exercise religious freedom.

The director of health should not have the power to decide what we put in our bodies. Not
allowing our keiki to go to school for this is unlawful. Do not take away our rights for future
generations.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:28:28 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Liisa VanderHeyden Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose this bill because United States of America was founded on the principle of freedom. By
restricting people's religious freedoms is tyrannical. Amish communities have never vaccinated
and have peacefully existed in America, so have those people who aren't Amish, who refuse to
vaccinate. We are humans, not slaves, we can decide for ourselves if we deem it necessary to
vaccinate ourselves or our children. Non-vaccinated kids and adults do not pose a risk to anyone,
the only "risk™ is that people like us do not submit to tyranny.

| only got couple of vaccines as a child, until my mother learned of the risks that vaccines can
carry and her strenght in God got stronger. So | grew up learning that we must stand up for our
health and nobody knows our health better than us, and not some doctor behind a desk. I did not
vaccinate any of my 4 children and they are very smart, top of their classes and very healthy,
they never get sick, nor do they have any allergies.

There are enough vaccine injured children in this country, no need to create even more. If
someone wants to vaccinate their child, they have that freedom, and if not, they should also have
that freedom.

Liisa VanderHeyden



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:28:53 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Margarita Ching Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose this bill & DO NOT support it.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:31:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Nichols Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Opposing this bill (HB1118) is crucial as it directly infringes upon the constitutional right to
religious freedom by eliminating non-medical exemptions for vaccinations based on religious
beliefs. This action not only violates our First Amendment's Free Exercise Clause but also sets a
dangerous precedent for government overreach into personal and familial health decisions.
Parents should retain the right to make healthcare choices for their children according to their
moral, ethical, or religious convictions, and this bill strips away that autonomy. Additionally, the
bill could disproportionately impact children from religious backgrounds by potentially barring
them from public education, leading to educational disparities. Not every family has the means
or resources for private schooling or homeschooling, which might force children out of school,
affecting their educational opportunities and future prospects. Moreover, the legislation
represents an overreach of government authority, advocating for a one-size-fits-all approach to
public health that fails to respect the diversity of beliefs and practices within our society. This
goes against the principles of a pluralistic society where individual freedoms should be balanced
with public health considerations. Hence, this bill, by removing non-medical exemptions, risks
undermining both personal freedoms and equitable access to education.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:33:08 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kahulili Mendes Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am writing in strong OPPOSITION of HB1118 . . . specifically removing religious exemptions
for immunizations. | am a parent of students that have a religious exemption because it is

my deeply held belief that medical decisions, including immunizations, should be a matter of
personal faith and parental choice.

HB1118 infringes upon my constitutional right to religious freedom and forces my family to
choose between our sincerely held beliefs and my children's access to public education.

Violation of Religious Freedom

The First Amendment protects the right to exercise religion freely. By removing religious
exemptions for immunizations, HB1118 directly violates this fundamental freedom. Many
families, like mine, hold strong spiritual convictions regarding medical interventions, and this
bill disregards those beliefs entirely.

Discriminatory and Unjust

This bill unfairly punishes religious families by restricting access to public education, which is a
right for all children. Public schools are funded by all taxpayers, including those who hold
religious objections to vaccines. It is unjust to force families into choosing between violating
their faith or being excluded from the education system.

Parental Rights and Medical Choice



Parents are the primary decision-makers for their children's healthcare. HB1118 removes the
ability for families to make informed medical choices based on their religious convictions. This
overreach sets a dangerous precedent, allowing the government to override personal and
religious autonomy in medical decisions.

Public Health Considerations Must Respect Individual Rights

While | understand the intent behind public health measures, any policy must respect individual
rights, including religious liberty. Religious exemptions have been part of Hawaii's framework
for years without causing public health crises, and there is no compelling reason to eliminate
them now.

Conclusion

Forcing compliance with medical procedures against one's religious beliefs is unconstitutional
and unethical. I strongly urge you to oppose HB1118 and protect religious freedoms for all
families in Hawaii.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:33:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
piilani schneider Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Body autonomy is a human right. As long as the companies making vaccines and you, the
politicians are mingling; you have no right to pass any law taking away our own right to choose
for self and for our keiki! it's a disgrace and complete OBVIOUS crime against humanity!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:34:34 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joshua Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Respectfully,

freedom to our sovereign body of ourselves and our children is a human right. If we are not able
to maintain a freedom to choose how can we maintain a freedom to our bodies and those of our
children if those rights are being rescinded. It should be the parents choice whether or not their
child requires medical services and tte type of care. This bill intends to remove that freedom. We
should go further to substantiate our medical freedoms not impede them. | strongly and
vehemently oppose!!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:35:24 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Faith Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please do not mandate vaccinations, it is highly against the concept of bodily autonomy. Our
society has existed for centuries without forced vaccinations, and has always allowed for
religious exemptions.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:36:06 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lindsey Okumoto Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

As a mother and a God-fearing woman, | strongly oppose this bill. Our children are the greatest
gifts in our lives here on earth and it is our divine responsibility to nurture and raise them with
guidance from Jesus Christ. He provides everything we need through nature, as we are made in
His image. | am not against science, but I believe that injecting chemicals, human/animal
DNA/cells, and metals into our children defies our faith. As Christians, we understand that others
do not share our beliefs and do not discriminate against those who will vaccinate to feel
protected. Yet, our children are in danger of being seen as a threat and rejected by the school
system for their religious background. Religious Exemptions are our right as Christians and
citizens of the United States of America. Our children’s education should not be leveraged by
choices made by the government. The government is not God. Please DO NOT pass this bill.
Thank you for taking the time to read this testimony.

God bless you all! ~ Lindsey



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:36:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jodi Nishida Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I work in a medical office with an interventional cardiologist and we have seen numerous
complications from the COVID-19 vaccination. Symptoms of widespread inflammation, severe
brain fog, joint pain, shooting pain in the extremities and crippling fatigue just to name a few. On
diagnostic testing, we have also seen signs of myocarditis and injury to the heart.

There is no blanket solution for a pandemic as each individual of of different ethnic background,
different genetics and different metabolic health which directly influences how someone reacts to
a chemical being injected into their system. COVID-19 is the best example of that and VAERS
has published much of their data, please keep in mind that this is REPORTED data and excludes
all the incidences that weren't REPORTED.

We adamantly oppose this Bill as it has the potential to negatively affect health.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:41:44 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Malia Mie Lau Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this attempt to take away our God given rights as to what should be injected into our
bodies. What happened to "my body, my choice?" Our bodies are a temple from God and it is
our right to decide on this matter. The government should not be allowed to decide. Many many
studies have shown the negative effects of vaccines and so it should not be forced upon our Keiki
but should be an educated choice.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:42:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Darci Frankel Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE BILL 1118

| believe people should have the right to medical freedom. As we know, childhood illnesses help
to build a strong immune system. In addition, there have been aborted fetus cells in some of the
immunizations. This alone is a basis for religious exemption. Some of the shots havent even been
tested fully. In 1986 there was a bill passed which makes the manufacturers not responsible for
harmful effects of their shots. Until they have been tested fully and the manufacturers have
culpability, I will oppose this bill.

This bill eliminates non-medical exemptions from immunization requirements for school entry,
effectively removing the previous option for parents or guardians to opt out of required
vaccinations based on religious beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:43:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Laurie West Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| STRONGLY OPPOSE HB1118 relating to removal of non-medical exemptions to
immunization requirements.

Our government is acting like a Pharma representative instead of protecting the safety of the
public. Vaccines are not tested adequately as the public would demand if they were aware--
vaccines do NOT undergo rigorous double blind studies with a true placebo for years like other
drugs--some have been tested for only DAYS OR WEEKS. That is NOT rigorous science to
protect and inform consumers.

Have you or your healthcare providers actually read the vaccine package inserts with the long
lists of known adverse effects or read the licensing studies, which likely were performed by the
very manufacturers themselves? Conflict of interest? They have harmed people of all ages and
are liability-free for manufacturers and providers. Most vaccine providers and government
officials don't bother to learn any of this and merely regurgitate the Pharma-friendly sales pitches
of "safety" and "efficacy" by Pharma-captured agencies of CDC and FDA. Turn off your
Pharma-funded TV programming, and view with skepticism your Pharma-funded medical
journals.

The mRNA vaccine platform has introduced a new level of hazard to health and the revelations
about SV40 being detected in COVID vaccines is especially alarming--we now have an
explosion of "turbo cancer" among the COVID-vaccinated. Look up researcher Kevin McKernan
and the scientists around the world who are corroborating his findings. Learn from the millions
of vaccine-injured people around the world about how they learned the hard way to question
vaccine safety and efficacy.

We need to investigate who in government and media has their fingers in the lucrative Pharma
pie and hold them accountable for their roles in this travesty.






HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:45:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
shawna kahoopii Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony

Comments:

Aloha e,

| would like to strongly express my concern for this bill. This is unconstitutional! We have the
right to worship how we choose and apart of that is having certain beliefs. And some of our
beliefs involve what we put into our bodies and our children's bodies. The government does not

and should not have a say in this. "For the greater good™ is a slippery slope.

mahalo!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:47:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kendell Ching Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill & do not support it.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:48:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kara Zahl Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a member of a religious group who believes in freedom around what we inject into our
children's bodies, I strongly oppose this bill and feel that it goes against the very seeds of
democracy which birthed our nation into being. Please allow the freedom for choice!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:49:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
taneil Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Why are we being forced to put things into our children's bodies because Government says so.
More and more they want to overrule parents! We all have the choice and that should not be
taken away. This is reaching and feels like a violation of the constitution. This smells like a
money thing for the government and Big Pharma over the actual well being over our keiki. This |
know to be a real spiritual battle because there are ABORTED fetal cells in vaccines. | do not
believe in this , | do not support this and I will not be forced by government to inject my children
w poison. Thankyou



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:49:49 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Eva Keusen Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:51:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Katherine Mann Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a parent and citizen | am adamantly opposed to the removal of religious exemptions to
vaccines in the state of Hawaii for our children. All people should have the right to choose what
goes into their bodies, especially our children. While I'm not opposed to all vaccines, I am
opposed to the vaccine schedule and the forced administration of vaccines with no adaptation for
those that are already immunocompromised. Parents should have the right to choose.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:53:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lori kimata Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Honorable Representatives,

| strongly oppose. As a physician i do understand both sides of the vaccine story. Unfortunately
this bill clearly goes against people's constitutional rights of religious freedom. This bill will not
encourage more vaccine usage, it will simply drive people out of the system more and force them
to move to states that respect their religious freerdoms.

Mahalo for your consideration,

Dr. Lori Kimata



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:55:21 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jessie Schieber Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| am opposing this bill because | feel we should have the freedom to choose if our child needs to
have these immunizations. This almost feels like we are being forced as parents to just trust that
what is being injected into our kids is safe or doesnt have any affects long term on my

kids. Please reconsider and please do no let this bill pass.

Mahalo for your time.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:56:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Keanu Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill as | believe in the freedom to practice my religion freely & to adhere to its
teachings. As a Christian we believe that our bodies are a temple therefore we should have the
right to exemptions when it comes to immunizations. | should have the freedom to choose not to
put what | believe to be toxic chemicals in my body without having a liability imposed on me.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:56:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sacred Healing Arts, LLC|| Sacred Healing Arts LLC Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

Oppose



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:56:52 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Raelene Shimokawa Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ}s/umony
Comments:

It is with strong objection to HB1118 that | implore you to vote against this. This bill takes away
our rights as Americans - for freedom. Freedom, religious freedom, bodily choice, our decision
over our own bodies & those we care & are responsible for. Our choice, as concerned & loving
parents, to make an informed choice for our children's bodies (until they are able to make an
informed decision on their own). Not all vaccines are 100% effective & without irrepairable side
effects. If vaccines were 100% safe & effective, we would be able to hold the pharmeceutical
companies liable. However, these powerful drug companies incentivize many government
officials & others to do their bidding & "force” more & more shots. When does it end? Please
do a study on why autism has sky rocketed & our children are suffering. 1f we look back 50
years, the number of mentally challenged, behavioral problems, & unhealthy children were far &
few. I'm not a scientist, but the simple fact is the number of shots "required" for children have
increased by A LOT. I sincerely hope you hear the people of Hawaii's voices & concerns over
this over reaching bill. Please do not take away our freedom - our choice. Thank you.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:58:52 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jordan Kohos Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This mandate has nothing to do with maintaining the health of our children. It is instead, an
engrose infringement on our religious rights and our rights as US citizens. As a parent, it is my
responsibility to ensure my children stay safe and healthy, through diet, vitamin supplementation
and excersise. It is not the governments responsibility to force their beliefs on "we, the people”. |
have 2, very healthy, teenage boys that are exemplary students at their highschool. Neither have
ever recieved any vaccinations, and have gotten through every "sick"” season of their lives better
than most. They rarely get sick, thanks to our healthy practices and the grace of God. If you feel
removing them from school for the remainder of their duration will help their physical and
mental health, you are creating a much larger problem. As for the small percentage of children
who have medical reasons for being unable to be vaccinated, their parents must figure out which
route is best for them. If 1 person out of every 100 in a population is severely allergic to dogs,
the answer is not to remove dogs from every home. Instead, that 1% will need to be weary and
live accordingly. I ask that you vote down this mandate and leave medical decisions in the hands
of the families. | assure you, if this madate goes through, you will be forcebly removing
thousands of healthy children from public schools around the state of Hawaii. This is not a
decision that should be taken lightly.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 3:59:36 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chelle Galarza Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha

| am a parent of young children in Hawaii and it is essential that we have the freedom to exercise
our religious beliefs and remain exempt from vaccines to attend schools in Hawaii. Many states
in USA remain open to giving religious exemptions so why change Hawaii. | strongly oppose
bill HB1118.

Sincerely, Chelle Galarza



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:00:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Angel morales Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha my name is Angel Morales and | as well as my ohana are against bill HB1118 being who
is the governor to go against religion? Also if | remember correctly green was pushing hard for
"my body my choice" which is such a hypocritical thing for him to do. Just because he's a ER dr
don't mean anything, he is paid by big pharma and one big reason he is pushing it so hard, for a
paycheck not well being of our keiki. Please don't take the rights from parents to please this sick
individual who shouldn't be the governor of Hawai'i. Aole to taking away religious exempts from
our keiki



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:00:30 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tracy Gillard Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill as the State has no right to dictate to us what we put in our body. If a parent
doesn't want to have the poison put in their childs body, it is their right to reject it. My kids
never had a flu shot and was sick less than kids who were given that shot. Kids without the
vaccinations are healthier than kids with vaccinations and have less issues.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:00:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
raeleen patricio Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony

Comments: Aloha Chair and Committee Members, | am writing in strong opposition to HB1118.
This bill is government overreach. It threatens our fundamental rights; our right to bodily
autonomy, our right to make medical decisions based on our own beliefs, and our right as parents
to protect our children. This bill disrespects our personal choices. It ignores the fact that every
body is different, that medical treatments come with risks, and that no one, especially the
government, should have the power to force those risks on anyone. Speaking from a medical
professional standpoint, this bill completely goes against “patient rights.” It goes against
informed consent. The right to give or withhold consent to treatment. The right to participate in
decisions about my care and my children’s care. The right to refuse treatment. Medical decisions
are personal. Every medical treatment, including vaccines, carries a risk of adverse effects;
neurological issues, autoimmune disorders, long-term health complications. Those risks may be
rare, but for the families affected, they are life-changing. The government has no right to decide
that some level of risk is "acceptable™ for someone else's child. That decision belongs to the
parents, to the families, to the people who will actually live with the consequences. HB1118 also
tramples on religious freedom. Many in our community hold deep spiritual and religious beliefs
that guide their medical choices. These beliefs should be honored, not dismissed by politicians
who think they know better. No law should ever force someone to violate their faith to comply
with a government mandate. This is about more than just one bill. If we allow this level of
government control over our personal health decisions, where does it stop? What else will they
decide they have the right to force on us? My children are not the property of the state. Parents,
not lawmakers, should be the ones making these choices. | urge you to stand with the families of
Hawaii. Protect our rights, our freedom, and our children. Vote NO on HB1118. Mahalo for your
time and consideration.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:00:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Martin Dixon Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is just another measure to impose the government's will on people and rule out anything that
would prevent it. The government is not god. | wholeheartedly oppose this bill.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:02:54 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shani Hough Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose bill HB 1118! This bill threatens our right to make our own medical decisions based on
our beliefs. Hawaii needs to respect its local people in making their own personal choice
regarding medical freedom...My Body, My Choice! Just like it was always & should be, freedom

of choice!!!



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:05:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chelsea Leitner Individual Oppose Remotely Via
Zoom

Comments:

| oppose the bill trying to stop religious exemption of vaccinations as this is a violation of my

rights!




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:07:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jodi Liu Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Rep Gregg Takayama and the Committee on Health,

I am OPPOSED to HB1118. Parents have the right and responsibility to make medical and
health decisions for their own children. No government or private institution should control or
take away that right. The due process clause of the 14th Amendment of the Constitution protects
the fundamental right of PARENTS to direct the care, upbringing and education of their
children. Parents, NOT the government! God has entrusted the care, stewardship and well being
of children to their parents. They are not property of the government and the government does
not have the right to impose any law that takes authority away from parents should they choose
not to immunize or inject their children‘s bodies with certain vaccines. HB1118 takes away that
fundamental parental right, religious or otherwise, to opt out. That is evil and tyrranical.

Please abide by the Consitution of the United States and do what is right and pono for our
children and vote NO on HB1118! Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jodi Liu



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:07:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alika Randazzo Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

HB1118: Relating to Non-Medial Exemptions
to Immunization Requirements

Aloha! Here are the links if you’d like to read them for yourself. | always recommend doing
your own research—don’t just take what you hear in videos as truth, including mine.

| believe in holding those in office accountable, and | hope you hold me accountable too. If
any of this information is incorrect, please send me links so I can review them. My goal isn’t
"my way or the highway'—my goal is to inform in a way that’s easy to understand, because
| know so many parents are working hard just to put food on the table and may not have time
to dig through these bills.

No matter where you stand on this issue, your voice matters. You have the right to submit
testimony and make sure your perspective is heard.

Mahalo nui!

DA LINKS

HI State Leqgislature Page for HB1118

View HB1118

Summary of HB1118 (Companion to SB1437, but | still urge you to read it
yourself)

Hearing Date: Friday at 8:45 AM
Testimony Deadline: Tomorrow at 8:45 AM

What This Bill Does


https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1118&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessions/session2025/bills/HB1118_.pdf

o Removes religious exemptions for school immunizations, meaning only medical
exemptions will be allowed. (Section 302A-1156)

o Students who already have a religious exemption for the 2024-2025 school year can
keep it, but no new religious exemptions will be granted after that. (Section 302A-
1156b)

Why This Bill Is Being Proposed

e Hawai‘i’s immunization rates have been declining.
o Inthe 2015-2016 school year, 2.5% of students had non-medical exemptions.
o By 2023-2024, that number had doubled to 5.3% (Page 2).
o Some schools now have exemption rates over 10% (Page 2).
« Lawmakers argue that high vaccination rates help protect kids who can’t get
vaccinated for medical reasons by creating herd immunity (Page 1).

Potential Concerns

o Parental Rights: Some believe parents should have the right to choose whether to
vaccinate their children.

o Religious Freedom: Removing religious exemptions could limit personal freedoms.

e Precedent: Some worry this could set a precedent for more medical mandates.

o Public Health: Supporters argue this will help reduce the spread of disease and protect
medically vulnerable students.

Key Questions to Consider
« Should the government remove religious vaccine exemptions for school kids?

e Should parents have the right to choose, or should public health take priority?
« Does this bill strike the right balance between individual rights and community safety?

@ This bill will be heard on Friday at 8:45 AM. Testimony must be submitted by
tomorrow at 8:45 AM.

My testimony

Aloha Chair(s), Vice Chair(s), and Members of the Committee,

I am writing to oppose HB1118, which would remove religious exemptions for school
vaccinations in Hawai‘i. While I understand that vaccinations help prevent diseases, I believe
this bill takes away important rights from parents and families.

1. Parents Should Have a Choice

Parents should have the right to decide what is best for their children. Some families have

strong religious or personal beliefs about medical decisions, and they should not be forced to
choose between following their beliefs or sending their child to school.



2. Protecting Religious Freedom

In America, we have the right to practice our religion freely. Some families choose not to
vaccinate because of their religious beliefs. This bill takes away that choice and does not
respect personal faith and values. If the state removes this religious exemption, what other
rights could be taken away next?

3. Every Child is Different

Not every child’s body reacts the same way to vaccines. While medical exemptions exist, they
are very hard to get, even when there are real concerns. Families should not have to fight for
basic medical rights when it comes to their children’s health.

4. What’s Next?
If this bill passes, it sets a dangerous precedent. Today, the government says religious beliefs

don’t matter when it comes to vaccines. What will they take away next? People should always
have the right to make informed decisions for their families.

5. The Impact on Schools & Families

Hawai‘i already struggles with school attendance and a high cost of living. If children are not
allowed to attend school because their families have religious beliefs against vaccines, more
families may be forced to leave Hawai‘i. This bill could make things harder for local families
who are already struggling.

| believe in keeping people healthy, but we cannot ignore parental rights and religious
freedom. Families should not be punished for making medical decisions that align with their
beliefs. | strongly urge you to reject HB1118 and protect the rights of Hawai‘i families.
Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Alika Randazzo



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:08:09 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Noel Baker Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please assure that religious exemptions to vaccines do not get repealed. Allow us the freedom to
decide what we wish for our health.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:08:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wayne Asam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to repeal non-medical

exemptions for school immunization requirements in Hawaii. While | recognize the importance
of public health and immunization programs, | believe that eliminating these exemptions would
infringe upon fundamental rights and personal freedoms that many families in Hawaii hold dear.

This bill unfairly restricts the ability of parents and guardians to make informed medical
decisions for their children. Vaccination decisions should be made based on individual
circumstances, religious beliefs, and personal convictions rather than being mandated by the
state. The right to bodily autonomy and informed consent is a cornerstone of medical ethics, and
this bill undermines those principles by coercing families into compliance under the threat of
exclusion from educational institutions.

Additionally, the proposed law does not account for potential adverse reactions to vaccinations,
which vary from child to child. Some families choose non-medical exemptions not out of
negligence but due to deeply held concerns about the risks associated with certain vaccines. The
current system allows for a balanced approach that respects both public health goals and personal
choice. Removing non-medical exemptions will likely result in unintended consequences, such
as families being forced to homeschool or leave the state to maintain their rights.

Furthermore, data presented in support of this bill does not necessarily indicate a public health
crisis requiring such an extreme measure. While immunization rates may have fluctuated, there
has not been evidence of widespread outbreaks in Hawaii that would justify eliminating a long-
standing exemption. Instead of taking a one-size-fits-all approach, the legislature should consider
policies that encourage voluntary immunization through education and outreach rather than
coercion.

[ urge you to oppose HB1118 and to uphold the rights of Hawaii’s families to make personal
medical decisions for their children. Thank you for your time and consideration of this critical
issue. | respectfully request a response outlining your position on this bill.

Sincerely,

Wayne Asam



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:11:24 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Aprill Wilson Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Do not remove any religious rights and freedoms for any reason. Specifically in this case, you
are forcing families to decide between going against their religious beliefs and getting an
unwanted, unneeded and oftentimes unproven vaccine in order to attend a school that their (and
my) tax dollars are helping to fund or educate their child in another way. It is up to each parent to
decide based on their religious beliefs whether or not to get a certain vaccine for their children.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:20:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Terry Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Do NOT pass.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:20:57 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jessica Chiam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill HB1118, which will remove religious exemptions for school
vaccination requirements.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:22:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leane Kaneko Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:24:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kuulei Kupihea Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:26:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alan Kaneko Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:26:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leia M Latronic Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This bill is taking away our right to choose. My body my choice?? Or does that only pertain to
abortions. This bill would be forcing parents to vaccinate their children just to get a education.
When California passed this in their state many families moved or homeschooled. VVaccines are
not safe for everybody, its not a one size fit all, and when there is a risk there must be a right to
choose. Every single vaccine has side effects listed in the vaccine inserts and people do have bad
reactions to them. We cant wait until a child gets injured by a vaccine until getting a medical
exemption. | am sickened by the fact that our State would want to pass this bill when there is
literally no benefits out of this. The only purpose of a vaccine is to weaken the virus to show
little to no symptoms. Vaccines do not stop transmission! So the theory of herd immunity is
exactly that, ‘a theory‘. If the state could not guarentee my childs well being after getting a
vaccine then they should not be forcing this ultimatum onto the public. Religious exemptions are
S0 important to protect our constitutional rights in this country. The right to choose what we put
into our childrens body will be compromised if this bill passes.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:27:40 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dezha George Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose the bill requiring vaccinations for school-aged children, as it undermines both religious
freedom and parental choice. Parents should have the right to make medical decisions for their
children based on personal beliefs and values. This bill disregards the importance of these
freedoms and imposes a one-size-fits-all approach to healthcare, limiting the ability of families to
make choices that align with their convictions. | find it very important to safeguard our rights as
individuals and parents if we want to preserve a society that values and respects religion and
freedom of choice.

As a homegrown Christian educator who has served the families and students of our community
for 15 years, to be rejected to have the opportunity to send my child to the very place | have
served and poured into because of personal conviction is heartbreaking. I've served through the
COVID-19 pandemic, denying vaccinations which did not come without a cost, including
relationships, weekly testing, and threats of potential job loss. If I would risk so much for
myself, how much more would I risk as a mother?

While | hear the rationale behind protecting medically fragile children, many who | have also
served and worked with, my hope is that we would be to find another alternative without
stripping religious freedom and personal choice. Advocates of this bill and those who are
opposing the bill are not against each, we are two sides of the same coin - both with the desire to
protect our children. Let's find another way.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:32:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Haunani Jones Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

Please reconsider removing my parental right by passing HB1118 - Removal of Religious
Exemptions.

It is our God Given right to choose what's best for our children.

We believe in the Word of Wisdom. Introducing anything altering into our bodies is against what
we believe.

Please don't take away our rights and strip us of our religious freedoms.

No. No. No to HB1118

Humbly,

Haunani K. Jones

Mother to 6 healthy children all of which are protected by a Religious Exemption

Please No.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:34:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Debbie Wyand Individual Oppose ertteno'[ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:

Religious objections are part of our human rights.

This is not a well thought out bill . Our state legislators and Governor have already been issued a
"cease and desist". It's morally wrong and unconstitutional. Why is the government trying to

force people to get unnecessary and perhaps dangerous and deadly medical injections. 1 strongly
oppose this bill. The governor can't control our religious beliefs. STOP!



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:35:21 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Noela von Wiegandt Individual Oppose Remotely Via
Zoom

Comments:

Aloha,

| OPPOSE HB118, this is Unconstitutional, for the governor to try and force parents to ignore
their Religious beliefs is unconscionable. You all took an Oath To Protect The Constitution of
The United States of America, now Honor your Oath. Thank you.

Noela von Wiegandt




HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:36:01 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Candice Hall Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair(s), Vice Chair(s), and Members of the Committee,

| am writing to **oppose HB1118**, which would remove religious exemptions for school
vaccinations in Hawai‘i. While I understand that vaccinations help prevent diseases, I believe
this bill takes away **important rights from parents and families**.

As a parent | have the right to decide what is best for my child! The government has no place
dictating to me what should/shouldn't be done regarding my child!

This bill takes away our religious freedom, it violates our rights as parents!

If this bill passes, it sets a dangerous precedent. Today, the government says religious beliefs
don’t matter when it comes to vaccines. What will they take away next? People should always
have the right to make informed decisions for their families.

Families should not be punished for making medical decisions that align with their beliefs. I
strongly urge you to reject HB1118 and protect the rights of Hawai‘i families.

Mahalo for your time




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:36:45 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Natasha Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill as it will violate my religious freedoms and cause serious ethical stress
regarding my religious beliefs



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:37:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tiare Kalahiki Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE this bill and DO NOT SUPPORT. It's baffling that Josh Green thinks he is able to
override my family's beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:38:03 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristin Kahihikolo Individual Oppose W“tte”OTn?;t'mony
Comments:
Aloha,

My name is Kristin Kahihikolo from the Island of Lana'i and | vehimently oppose the passing of
HB1118.

This letter is intened to challenge any and all vaccine requirements based on claims of Religious
Exemption for Immunization Requirements as well as religious liberty as set forth in the state
and federal laws.

On this basis,immunization requirements violate the right to freely excercise religion as
guarenteed by the First Amendment of the Constitution of the United States. | assert that any
discrimination will be interpreted as a civil rights violation as protected and guarenteed to U.S
citizens and residnets by legislation and by the Constitution.

Requiring vaccines is a form of tyranny and does not allow for religious or bodily autonomy.
Please do not allow the freedoms of this great nation to be taken away from us.

Respectfully,

Kristin Kahihikolo



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:38:27 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tiana BredeKapu Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?;tlmony
Comments:

Please note this submission as my opposition for this bill HB1118. Religious exemptions for
vaccines should be allowed for all. This restriction would conflict with the first amendment in
our constitution for the right to religious freedom. By no longer allowing religious exemptions
for vaccines, this is essentially telling someone they no longer have their right to religious
freedom. Parent should have the ability to chose what is best for their religion and child/family
needs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:39:02 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lisa Kaulukou Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My name is Lisa Kaulukou and | am a parent and concerned citizen. | STRONGLY OPPOSE
HB1118, which seeks to eliminate non-medical exemptions for vaccines in Hawaii. While
public health is important, this bill infringes upon individual rights, parental choice, and
inform consent-- fundamental principles that should be protected in any democratic

society. Removing non-medical exemptions would force families to comply with vaccine
mandates, regardless of their deeply, held religious, philosophical, or personal beliefs.

Additionally, Hawaii has historically upheld, bodily autonomy and medical freedom, and
removing these exemptions may set a precedent for more government outreach in personal
healthcare decisions. It is essential to respect diverse perspectives and ensure that individuals and
families can make informed decisions without coercion.

| urge the committee to consider the concerns of constituents who values medical choice,
informed consent, and personal freedoms. Please vote NO on HB 1118.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:40:01 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Eleora Miller Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose bill HB1118 it is discrimination and against the constitution. You are asking parents to
poison their children byvtrying to force vaccinations. If you do the research the research proves
how toxic these vaccines can be! And now you want to take religious rights away as well?!
Shame on you.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:41:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
i . Written Testimony
Jim Individual Oppose Only
Comments:
A'olel!!

| do not support this bill! Just More Gov't control and Overreach! Gov't is NEVER looking out
for the peoples best interest and safety!!!

Gov't motto over the past 4 years: Do as | say not as | do.

Example: Covid Vax and Mask Wearing: mandated or else you could not shop, eat at a
restaurant, visit loved ones, isolation, 6 feet apart, stop the spread of the virus, there would be no
side affects, told the unvaccinated were bad and the problem.

All of which were proven FALSE!!!! Mental health declined and it was proven there were many
life threatening adverse effects from the shot and boosters!!! Answer this question...How many
kids and adults that didn't take the covid vaccine (unvaccinated) die from covid? And compare
that to how many kids and adults that took the vaccine, died or got some side effect from it or a
life long side effect.

1/36 children now have autism. Why? Could be the 70+ scheduled vaccines now, could be the
food system is being poisoned (artificial and highly processed foods), could be climate change,
could be the water, could be anything, but we as people should be able to question everything!!!

So what happened to "my body my choice."? You shouldn't even need an exemption or anything
to say | don't need to take a shot. Backwards system. Who are you as a government to say what
we as the people, who you work for, should be doing and not doing with our own life and free
will?

Make vaccines available but NEVER mandated or forced!!! And if you want to make a bill,
make a bill that requires every doctor that administers a vaccine to sign a liability form for every
parent and child saying that they the doctor are responsible and will pay for all damages, side
effects, and even death of a patient that was administered a vaccine.

| FULLY DO NOT SUPPORT THIS BILL!!! No one should. Freedom of Choice! That is real
Democracy!

Thank you!






HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:43:03 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jodie Van Cleave Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

It is unconstitutional to take away our religious rights. The government is not a god. The
government works for the PEOPLE. We already saw the results of forced vaccine during Covid.
It will NOT happen again.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:46:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rina Chiam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am STRONGLY opposed to House Bill 1118. The government should not be allowed to force
vaccinations on our children that directly go against our religious beliefs.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:46:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Eva K Hubbard Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha

It is appalling to see and hear that our Govenor is forcing people to Vaccinate! What is even
more appalling is that parents no longer have the right to choose and decide for their own
biological children what is their best interest but government is forcing themselves to decide for
us and our children. What is saddest to see is local people leaving their generational home
becasue they no longer trust the system nor trust the government. | thought I belived in a state
with good values and ethics, a state with Aloha, too bad its changing. We lost some of that Aloha
when it was removed from the airport tower and replaced with a name and it is rare to find Aloha
in government leaders. We need to bring back the Law of the Aloha Spirit, Chapter 5 HRS!!!
Please do not pass this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:50:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Remotely Via
Shelby Hosana Individual Oppose Zoom
Comments:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HOwa0Z2X0Q3QYhP34m2ThwFmKTXRtnuXnwGRZeX
ZR7Tol/edit



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HOwa0Z2XQ3QYhP34m2ThwFmKTXRtnuXnwGRZeXZR7To/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HOwa0Z2XQ3QYhP34m2ThwFmKTXRtnuXnwGRZeXZR7To/edit

HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:51:48 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leycia Tabajunda Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/tlmony
Comments:

Dear Committees Involved,

| am writing to express my strong opposition to HB1118, which seeks to repeal the non-medical
exemption from immunization requirements. While | understand the importance of ensuring
public health and safety, | believe this bill undermines the fundamental right of parents to make
informed and voluntary decisions regarding the health and well-being of their children.

Vaccination is an important issue, but it is equally important to preserve the personal freedoms of
parents to decide what is best for their children. Repealing the non-medical exemption would
severely limit parental choice, disregarding individual circumstances, values, and beliefs,
whether based on religious, philosophical, or personal grounds.

Parents should have the freedom to make informed decisions about whether to vaccinate their
children, considering factors such as family history, potential risks, and their own moral or
religious beliefs. Mandating vaccines without the option for non-medical exemptions infringes
upon parental rights and individual freedoms, especially when there is no one-size-fits-all
solution for health care. Every child’s needs, medical history, and potential risks differ, and the
decision should remain in the hands of parents.

Furthermore, the proposed legislation overlooks the fact that many vaccines have risks and side
effects, and not all children are able to tolerate them equally. There are parents who have deeply
held religious or philosophical objections to certain vaccinations, and repealing this exemption
would force them into a position where they are required to make a decision that goes against
their beliefs.

While we all agree on the importance of public health, we must strike a balance that also respects
personal autonomy and parental rights. Instead of eliminating the non-medical exemption, |
encourage the committee to explore alternative approaches, such as improving access to
education on vaccination and addressing misinformation, which would allow individuals to make
informed decisions based on facts, rather than mandating a blanket policy.

| urge you to reject HB1118 and preserve the right of parents to make choices that they believe
are in the best interest of their children. Parents should not be forced to choose between adhering
to their values and ensuring that their children can attend school.



Thank you for your time and consideration. | trust you will take these points into account as you
move forward in deliberating on this bill.

Sincerely,

Leycia Tabajunda



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:52:49 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Lono Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE bill HB1118. The Governor is out of his mind if he thinks forcing parents to
vaccinate their child/children just to attend school. Whatever happened to having a choice? Sorry
this is a NO for me!!!



My testimony 02/05/2025
Aloha Chair(s), Vice Chair(s), and Members of the Committee,

I am writing to oppose HB1118, which would remove religious exemptions for school
vaccinations in Hawai‘i. While | understand that vaccinations help prevent diseases, |
believe this bill takes away important rights from parents and families. Besides the fact
that the Covid 19 vaccine in particular has many studies proving it’s ineffectiveness and
it has injured or killed many people is it pure poison and it keeps being pushed which
is beyond evil? I’m not against vaccines if they have been studied and proven, I’m against
vaccines that are an experiment at the expense of innocent people!

1. Parents Should Have a Choice

Parents should have the right to decide what is best for their children. Some families have
strong religious or personal beliefs about medical decisions, and they should not be
forced to choose between following their beliefs or sending their child to school.

2. Protecting Religious Freedom

In America, we have the right to practice our religion freely. Some families choose not to
vaccinate because of their religious beliefs. This bill takes away that choice and does not
respect personal faith and values. If the state removes this religious exemption, what
other rights could be taken away next?

3. Every Child is Different

Not every child’s body reacts the same way to vaccines. While medical exemptions exist,
they are very hard to get, even when there are real concerns. Families should not have to
fight for basic medical rights when it comes to their children’s health.

4. What’s Next?

If this bill passes, it sets a dangerous precedent. Today, the government says religious
beliefs don’t matter when it comes to vaccines. What will they take away next? People
should always have the right to make informed decisions for their families.

5. The Impact on Schools & Families

Hawai'‘i already struggles with school attendance and a high cost of living. If children are
not allowed to attend school because their families have religious beliefs against vaccines,
more families may be forced to leave Hawai'i. This bill could make things harder for local
families who are already struggling.



| believe in keeping people healthy, but we cannot ignore parental rights and religious
freedom. Families should not be punished for making medical decisions that align with
their beliefs. | strongly urge you to reject HB1118 and protect the rights of Hawai'i
families.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
Jennifer Neumann

Kaneohe, HI



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:56:44 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Angela Montoya Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

Families must have an option to attend school with a religious exemption. Many families will not
vaccinate children for many reasons, but one being their faith. We believe that altering our
chldren's micro biome and gut health is directly against our belief that we are made in the image
of God, perfectly and according to his will. We also completely oppose abortion, and many
vaccines contain aborted feral cells. Both reasons keep us from vaccinating our very healthy
children whose immune system we keep healthy by other means, such as solid nutrition void of
processed foods. My children deserve to go to school with other children and learn alongside
peers.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 4:57:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Natasha Hirata Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill that seeks to ban religious exemptions for vaccines, as it directly
violates fundamental freedoms protected by the Constitution. The principle of 4&€cemy body, my
choicea€= should not be selectively applied. If individuals have the right to make personal
medical decisions in other areas of healthcare, they should also have the right to decide whether
to receive a vaccine, especially when it conflicts with their deeply held religious beliefs. The
government should not have the authority to mandate medical procedures for individuals who,
based on their faith, have moral or ethical objections to certain vaccines.

Furthermore, this bill blatantly disregards the separation of church and state. The First
Amendment guarantees the free exercise of religion, meaning the government cannot force
individuals to act in ways that contradict their faith. By removing religious exemptions, the state
is effectively compelling people to violate their sincerely held religious convictions, a direct
infringement on their constitutional rights. Many religious groups object to certain vaccines due
to their development, testing, or ingredients, and forcing them to comply under threat of penalty
is an unjust overreach of governmental power. This bill sets a dangerous precedent, allowing the
government to dictate which religious beliefs are acceptable and which are not, undermining the
very freedoms that define our nation.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:00:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kelsey Molina Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. This bill takes away rights from parents who are trying to protect their
children from unnecessary vaccines, the toxins within them, and any adverse effects they cause.
As a nurse, | was forced to be vaccinated with the COVID 19 vaccine in order to remain in
nursing school and become an RN, nonetheless, 1 still got covid twice and am now worried about
the adverse effects that may affect me in the future from that vaccine that was forced on me.

Every one of my patients are allowed to decline any medical treatment a Healthcare provider
suggests. That is the right of the patient. Why are vaccines treated differently? We should get to
make the personal choice on what medical treatments and/or services we recieve and should
most definitely be able to say no to things we don't want in our body. Every single person is
affected differently from treatments and should have a say in their own health. If vaccines are
truly effective, why would someone who is vaccinated care or even be affected by someone who
is not? The vaccinated person should be protected right? What we learned from the covid
vaccine and flu vaccine is that they don't prevent you from getting the flu or covid so why should
we be forced to put these in our children's bodies, along with everyone other vaccine and toxic
ingredients they are made with? Everyone should have the right to choose, not be forced, and
most definitely not judged for whatever they choose to do.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:02:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Darrin W. Scott Jr. Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

I, Darrin W. Scott Jr., am opposed to infringing upon anyone's constitutional rights. | defended
against this very issue while serving in the military. Having wronged us, the federal government
is now offering reinstatement and full back pay for everyone who had to separate due to the
vaccine mandate. What you are doing here is even worse; you are forcing vaccination on our
children as well as anyone who wishes to pursue higher education.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:04:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Xena Santos Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Religious Exemption Testimony

To whom it may concern,

| am writing this letter to formally request opposition from the vaccine/medical
treatment/mandate/etc BILL HB1118 due to my sincerely held religious beliefs.

As a devout follower of God, my faith guides every aspect of my life, including my decisions
regarding health and medical treatments. My religious beliefs affirm that my body is a temple,
and | am called to honor it in accordance with sacred teachings. Specifically,

- Genesis 1:27 “So God created human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them.”

Genesis 1:27 NLT

https://bible.com/bible/116/gen.1.27.NLT

- John 14:15 “If you love me, obey my commandments.”

John 14:15 NLT

https://bible.com/bible/116/jhn.14.15.NLT

- 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that
the Spirit of God lives in you?”

1 Corinthians 3:16 NLT

https://bible.com/bible/116/1c0.3.16.NLT

“God will destroy anyone who destroys this temple. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that
temple.”

1 Corinthians 3:17 NLT

https://bible.com/bible/116/1c0.3.17.NLT




- Philippian 4:6 “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you
need, and thank him for all he has done.”

Philippians 4:6 NLT

https://bible.com/bible/116/php.4.6.NLT

emphasizes the importance of respecting the sanctity of life and bodily integrity. For this reason,
| feel spiritually compelled to avoid any interventions that conflict with these principles.

| believe that my relationship with God is deeply personal, and | am guided by divine wisdom to
make decisions that align with His will. Any decision that compromises my faith or religious
convictions would not only burden my conscience but also contradict my spiritual duty.

| have prayed and reflected earnestly on this matter, seeking guidance from God, and | have
come to the clear conviction that by removing the right to choose & receiving the
vaccine/treatment/etc. would violate my and my families faith. Therefore, | respectfully request
that my sincerely held religious beliefs be honored, and that this bill does not go through.

Thank you for your understanding and for respecting my right to practice my religion freely.

Sincerely,

Xena Santos

2/5/2025



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:06:33 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Hazel Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| believe it is my right as a human being, to decide if | want to inject a substance into my body.
The government is NOT God. Stick to fixing our infrastructure and physical space that helps
society flow smoothly. And use our taxpayer dollars for things that ACTUALLY matter. Pray to
Jesus and your life will be saved. Do not be a spawn of evil please and thank you.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:07:02 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mari Grief Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha,

I am a pediatric hospitalist here in Hawai‘i, and I am in strong support of this bill. Vaccinations
are an extremely necessary part of preventative health for children, and have helped to eliminate
some of the deadliest diseases like polio that used to plague our population. Non-medical
exemptions have been on the rise, and have been putting the herd immunity of the community at
risk as vaccine rates have begun to fall. This puts all children at risk, including those who are
unable to be vaccinated due to their ongoing medical conditions. Please consider voting in favor
to remove non-religious exemptions.

Mabhalo,

Dr. Mari Grief



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:07:53 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
James R Cabodol Jr Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

No government agency or government should have jurisdiction over my children for those
reasons | strongly OPPOSE this BILL



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:11:00 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
| Philip Verhoef || Individual || Support || In Person
Comments:

To the Chairs of the Health Committee-

| am a pediatric and adult ICU physician here in Hawaii. | care for patients when they become
critically ill, for any reason. In addition, | have a PhD studying the immunology of infectious
diseases, making me uniquely well-qualified to speak on the importance of immunizations. My
interest in this is purely medical and scientific; | simply want what's best for the people of
Hawaii.

At a fundamental level, non-medical exemptions to immunizations put the keiki of Hawaii at
risk. As the number of people immunized for vaccine-preventable illnesses decreases, so too
does the number of people who contract those infections increase. Our keiki are the most
vulnerable... many are too young for immunizations. While an adult can argue "measles isn't so
bad. I had chicken pox when | was younger and | turned out fine," our infants cannot make that
argument. So if the number of people immunized against measles or chicken pox decreases, the
number of people that contract these infections will increase; while they may recover, what
happens when they visit their 9 month old niece and inadvertently infect her? Suddenly, she ends
up in my ICU with an illness that could have been prevented if only her family members had
elected to be immunized. These are patients | have cared for; it breaks the hearts of healthcare
workers (doctors, nurses, pharmacists, respiratory therapists, dieticians, etc) to care for people
who are sick with vaccine-preventable illnesses because we know that their illness was, in all
likelihood, preventable.

The state should strive to limit barriers to immunizations that are not supported by medical and
scientific research, in order to assure that as many people as possible receive immunizations.

Doing so reflects a commitment to protecting our population (and especially our keiki) from
unnecessary suffering.

Sincerely,

Philip A. Verhoef, MD, PhD, FAAP, FACP, ATSF



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:11:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ruben Ongos Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL!! IT IS UNCONSTITIONAL AND GOES AGAINST MY
1st AMMENDMENT RIGHTS!!!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:14:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shari saiki Rodrigues Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

| am completely against this bill, it is unconstitutional.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:14:59 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Isabella Lau Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose a bill that would remove non-medical religious exemptions to vaccinations.
There are significant spiritual and religious concerns with injecting foreign substances which
include aborted fetal matter and animal cells into our bodies. Many religious cultures prohibit the
actions that go into the development of vaccines and we need to have the right to refuse and
pursue alternative medicines.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:25:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anishalynn Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Freedom of choice to make decision's that we deem right and best for ourselves. | am in
opposition to this bill. I do not agree and am not for it. With proper education and information
we should be free to make our own personal decisions for our bodies and our lives. Free from
paternalistic expectations and decisions of the government.



Committee on Health
Gregg Takayama, Chair
Sue Keohokapu-Lee Loy, Vice Chair
and Committee Members

Re: HB1118
Report Title: Immunizations; Non-Medical Exemptions; Repeal
Description: Repeals the non-medical exemption from immunization requirements.

Please note that | stand in strong opposition to the passing of this bill. | see this bill was
requested by the governor, the purpose appears to override the rights of those parents,
guardians etc. who choose not to have their children subjected to unwanted vaccines.

| am sorry, however the governor being an MD, does not mean he has all the answers. There
are and have been physicians, research teams and projects who have had opposing views on
many of these vaccines, many of whom have been censored! Why?

We the people have the right to all information provided by these resources and then we have
the right to make the decision for ourselves and our children.

This bill reflects that whole section protecting those right have been eliminated.

Pg 3

lines 13 - 20 have been eliminated

line 21 (b) Any child attending school who had an approved 22 religious exemption from
required immunizations for the 2024-

Pg4

line 1 2025 school year shall be permitted to remain exempt while 2 continuing to attend school
in Hawaii.

Again, what happens going forward? Will this religious exemption no longer be an option?

Pg 9 lines 6-15 ... appears that exemption (non-medical) will not long be an option, no longer
allowed!

Based on this, | strongly ask that you not move this bill forward

Respectfully,
Rita Kama-Kimura



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:33:45 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Reina Loughlin Individual Oppose Remzotely Via
oom
Comments:

Strongly oppose this bill. People should have autonomy over their own bodies and health as well
as parents over their minor children's body and health. Parents are solely held responsible for
providing necessary care for the whole well being of their children, therefore anything health
related should be left to the discretion of the parent. Eliminating religious exemptions is
disregarding and discriminating against some religions, walks of faith, and their practices.
Students should NOT be forced to take vaccinations to attend PUBLIC school or ANY school.
Public education should not deny any student from their education for their vaccination choices
and status, and parents who pay for their child's private education should not be held to medical
requirements in order for their student to receive education.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:34:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
susan bealor Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill and believe it is the right of the individual to choose vaccines.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:39:53 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kaylee Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This goes against our constitutional right of our first amendment of freedom of religion. How
was this bill even proposed? "Free Exercise Clause: Protects the free expression of faith for all
Americans". This bill will directly affect this part of our first amendment. If we can't freely
express our choice through our religion then what is the point of giving your religious freedom.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:40:40 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Moani Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha

i appreciate you all taking the time to hear my testimony. As a Native Hawaiian it is important
for everyone who is a government official to remember where you are and the honor the space in
which you inhabit. The land is our ancestors and embedded in the land is knowledge and
wisdom contained in plant form and used as medicine. For many Hawaiians prior to
missionaries inhabiting Hawaii, our religion consisted of connection to many Gods not just one
and was deeply spiritual. The focus was on ola pono which was balance and harmony with self,
others and land and spirit. With this balance the health and well-being of the people was healthy
and balanced. For many of us Hawaiians the trauma that we have endured due to colonization
and western settlers continues to perpetuate the imbalance in our health and bodies. Taking
away our religious exemptions would affect the health and well being of many native Hawaiians
and others who believe that well being is also connected to a spiritual aspect as well. | ask that
you please remember where you are and know that the mana and spirit realm that is embedded in
these islands should be a large focus of discussion for why taking away this exemption is not
Pono and does not represent aloha for all why are deeply connected spiritually and believe in
practices that don't include vaccinations. It should be a choice given just like how religion is a
choice in Hawaii. So I highly oppose this bill and mahalo for your time.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:42:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael Misunas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:44:30 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Emiko Baker Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Currently, there are many adults and teen deaths associated with the injections, even though
many of them are young and healthy. These injections have not proven that they are safe as they
are still experimental.

On February 5, 2022. Dr. Reiner Fuellmich from Germany heads a team of 1100 attorneys and
over and over 10,000 medical experts from around the world in a legal proceedings against
WHO world representatives for crimes against humanity. These experts will also bring up
evidences that these representatives are violating the Nuremberg Code.

We know many doctors and other experts are attempting to express their extreme concerns
through many alternate social media of the dangers, the severe side effects and deaths of many
people around the world. These experts are taking the information through those medias because
they have faced that the controlled mainstream media will not report the truth to the general
public.

| am against any injections that are being considered for these young children who don't have a
voice and parents who are facing the governmental mandates (not laws). Parents are the final say
in their child(ren)’s rights for health and their religious belief should be recognized under the
Constitution.

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution protects the freedom of religion through
the Establishment Clause and the Free Exercise Clause. These clauses prohibit the government
from establishing a national religion or interfering with a person's right to practice their religious
beliefs.




| opposed the passing of HB1118.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:45:55 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Beckley Dye Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am against removing religious vaccine exemptions from schools. This is between the individual
and God. This is not the place of the govenment. Children with HIV can go to school and their
are policies in place for them to be treated like every other student. Unvaccinated children
deserve to be treated like any other child. They deserve the right to public education if they

choose.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:46:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mokihana Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| STRONGLY OPPOSE, HB1118. It is NOT up to the government, society, or even my peers to
choose for me and my children what they simply believe is right for us. This bill, HB1118 is
without consent and it takes away liberties.

Religion is not just something we believe in half heartedly and/or part time participation. Our
faith is not so easy to relinquish nor is it dismissive. | believe there are ways to keep strong and
healthy and natural ways to boost your immune system by feeding yourself the right foods. God
created food and saw that it was good. He is the only one who truly has a say over my life as he
is the one who gave me life. This bill, HB1118, is a direct attack on my religion and the right to
healthy boundaries. However, | will not allow any boundaries to be crossed, especially not this
bill HB1118.

In conclusion, I will not entrust the medical decisions of my life and the lives of my children to
the decision and authority of one man, Josh Green. Nor can one say that their way is the only
way. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:47:10 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Robert Dye Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Vote NO on HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:47:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Melissa Scott Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The Honorable Committee Chair

Dear Representative Takayama,
| humbly ask that you oppose HB1118.

Though it may seem to put the public's best interests at heart, in fact, it could prove to be highly
detrimental, dangerous, and discriminatory for the individual residents of our great state.

Detrimental because a blanket law such as this leaves no alternative for those patients whose care
requires an alleviation from vaccines.

Dangerous because the governor appears to marginalize those who seek to maintain religious,
spiritual or faith practice. Is this not part of the freedom for which we seek to honor? The
freedom to choose medical practices for one's own body?

Finally, one can only wonder at the possible and probably discriminatory charges to be
brought against the state, wasting taxpayer money and losing the trust of a large portion of the
responsible citizens of our land.

I humbly ask you and the committee to consider carefully these ramifications. Please protect the
right of those who have placed you in office and vote no on HB1118.

Mahalo nui,

Melissa Scott



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:47:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jeffrey Duquez Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose, what happened to my body my choice? It's up to the individual or the
individuals parents/guardians whether they take anything into their bodies.

strongly oppose, really disappointed how this is even a bill. Hate how my tax dollars are working
towards misrepresenting my values and morals. | can't wait for Election Day, | won't ever vote
for the incumbents with these types of actions. Change is needed and this bill isn't the change

| want or what the community needs. These bills is why the belief in local government is at an all
time low.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:48:38 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mel crivello Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill! This goes against our constitutional rights! | believe we should be able to use
our religious RIGHTS as everybody else with different beliefs!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:49:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Magoon Ohana Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
VERY STRONGLY OPPOSE!!!

RE: HB1118 & SB1437

I’m appalled at the idea that govt yet again wants to take away individual rights and freedoms
having to do with our own bodies and those of our children's bodies and health.

There is mounting evidence that the covid and numerous other vaxes and medical interventions
have caused immense harm or death to children. The information is out there if you choose to
find it.

The vaccine schedule has ballooned over the years, pushed along by big pharmaceutical
companies and their bottom line.

Our elected officials are representative employees of the people - NOT big pharma or
corporations! Pharmaceutical companies were previously given liability protection. Are Gov.
Green and any of our Hawaii govt. members ready to take on personal liability for any child that
is harmed in any way after being pressured into getting vaccines they or their parents may not
want. I’'m guessing NOT! This harm may show up years down the road, due to the products in
the vaccines. I understand that Dr.’s are given VERY little vaccine education in medical school,
so obviously there is a lot more to learn about them, especially from parents of the thousands of
injured or deceased children.

If individuals and parents, after having a FULL informed consent of the product, decide they do
not want immunizations given for whatever reason, religious included, then that should be their
decision. Govt should NOT dictate a medical decision for them.

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE PARENT’S OR PEOPLE'S RIGHTS TO OPT OUT OF
ANY OF THEIR CHILDREN’S or THEIR OWN VACCINES TO ATTEND SCHOOL
ETC.

Thank you



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:50:57 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sandi Brown Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE this bill. It is against my religion to vaccinate my children. God makes the rules for
my children. If you take this away you strip my child and other children whose religion does not
follow vaccination. You strip them of life. They're healthy. Please leave them alone.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:51:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kekapala Dye Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a Native Hawaiian, | want all children regardless of vaccination status to be able to attend
public institutions of all kinds...schools, libraries etc. | am OPPOSED to HB1118. Vote NO.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:52:42 PM

Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chanara Casey Richmond Individual Oppose Wntteno'[lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

| oppose bill HB1118. Please respect our constitutional right to choose. "My body, my choice."

| live in HD42. Chanara Richmond




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:53:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rosemarie Vailisale Individual Oppose W”tteno-;?;“mony
Comments:

| do not support this bill.



Dear House Representatives Gregg Takayama and Sue L. Keohokapu-Lee Loy,

I am writing to express my strong support for HB1118, a bill that seeks to remove the non-medical
exemption for school entry immunization requirements in Hawai'’i. This bill is a crucial step towards
safeguarding the health and well-being of our children and the broader community.

Removing non-medical exemptions for school immunizations will help ensure high vaccination rates, which
are essential for maintaining herd immunity and protecting those who cannot be vaccinated for medical
reasons. The ongoing opposition to this bill underscores the need for informed dialogue and policy decisions
based on scientific evidence and public health principles.

The recent outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases in various parts of the country serve as a stark
reminder of the importance of vaccination. By eliminating non-medical exemptions, we can help prevent
such outbreaks and protect vulnerable populations, including infants, the elderly, and those with
compromised immune systems.

| believe that HB1118 is a vital measure to uphold the health and safety of our school communities. | urge
you to support this bill and help ensure that all children in Hawai’i have the best possible protection against
preventable diseases.

As a community pediatric doctor who is dedicated to the well-being of children, | believe that HB1118 is a
vital measure to uphold the health and safety of our school communities. | urge you to support this bill and
help ensure that all children in Hawai’i have the best possible protection against preventable diseases.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
Sincerely,

Arlene Parubrub Kiyohara, MD



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:55:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Camil Buentello Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| oppose this bill because it takes away our rights as parents and human beings to decide what is
right for our children and ourselves. There is NOT enough data from Vaccines to say they are
effective and safe enough for everyone. You guys take no responsibility if something bad was to
happen due to vaccine effects. There is a lot of mercury and aluminum in vaccines and shouldn't
be required for everyone to take and you have no right to take away our rights as parents and
religious and non medical exemptions. If something happens to our child due to vaccinations
then you guys and the pharmaceutical company should take full 200% responsibility but that is
not the case. Stop forcing parents to take poison that there is barely any research on for
effectiveness! Just Because you think it's right. You have no business forcing vaccinations! You
have no right to take away our choices as parents and people. If I don't want me or my child to
get vaccinated then me and my child shouldn't have to get vaccinated just because the
government says so! Unbelievable vaccines aren't all effective and not all vaccines are safe for
every person! Do more research and don't take parents rights away and our right to make choices
for our children and ourselves. Look at what happen to covid vaccine day it's safe then switch up
and say it's not effective and haven't done that much research on it. | strongly OPPOSE DO NOT
TAKE AWAY OUR RIGHTS TO BE FREE FROM VACCINATION MANDATES AND
FORCING THE PEOPLE AGAINST THEIR WILL! It's not right!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:58:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Samantha Richardson . Written Testimony
Individual Oppose
Gomes Only
Comments:

Aloha,

Today | write in strong opposition to HB 1118. The removal of religious exemptions for
vaccination is an abuse of powet and a gross over reach that denies individuals the right to
religious freedom. Individuals who believe the processes in which some medical procedures are
researched, developed and implemented as immoral (due to the use of aborted fetal cells, animal
testing, etc.) should continue to have the right to decline such procedures for themselves and
their underage children. To force people to undergo such procedures against their beliefs will
compromise thier mind, body, spirit connection and could likely lead to poorer health outcomes.
These poor health outcomes could significantly cost our state, further decreasing productivity
and economic activity.

Religious beliefs should be respected as is stated in the US constitution. The state should not
coerce individuals to vaccinate themselves or their children nor impose punitive measures on
those that choose not to.

Mahalo,

Samantha Gomes



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:58:45 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anne Dericks Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Elected Officals,

As a licensed Physician in the state of Hawaii, | am OPPOSED to religious expemptions for

vaccination. Vote NO on HB1118.
In Health,

Dr. Anne Dericks




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:59:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
allison vincent Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Religious exemptions allow families to make decisions about what is going into their children's
bodies, and all taking them away is going to do is push people away from public schools. It's not
going to make schools safer. If anything, it will likely increase incidents of vaccine injury, for
which pharmaceutical companies are not liable. This is simply unfair to force one particular
belief as a requirement for enrollment in schools, which are funded by all our taxpayer money. It
feels persecution.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 5:59:50 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dennis Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:00:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alyssa Jasso Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair(s), Vice Chair(s), and Members of the Committee,
| am writing to oppose HB1118, which seeks to remove religious exemptions for school

vaccinations in Hawai‘i. While I recognize the role vaccinations play in disease prevention, this
bill undermines fundamental parental rights and religious freedoms.

1. Parental Choice Matters
Parents should have the right to make informed medical decisions for their children. For

families with deeply held religious or personal beliefs, this bill forces them into an unfair
choice: compromising their faith or accessing education.

2. Protecting Religious Freedom

Religious freedom is a cornerstone of American values. For families who decline vaccinations
based on their faith, removing this exemption infringes on their constitutional rights. If this
exemption is eliminated, what other freedoms might be at risk next?

3. Recognizing Individual Health Needs

Every child’s medical situation is unique. While medical exemptions exist, they are extremely
difficult to obtain, even for children with legitimate health concerns. Families should not have
to fight for the right to make personalized medical decisions for their children.

4. Setting a Concerning Precedent

If this bill passes, it sets a dangerous precedent by allowing the government to override
religious and parental rights. Today, it’s vaccines—what restrictions might follow in the

future? The right to make informed health choices should always be preserved.

5. Impact on Schools & Families



Hawai‘i already faces challenges with school attendance and affordability. If children are
excluded from school due to their families’ religious beliefs, more families may feel compelled
to leave the state, further straining local communities.

While public health is important, it should not come at the cost of parental rights and
religious liberty. Families should not be penalized for making medical decisions that align with
their faith and values. | strongly urge you to reject HB1118 and uphold the rights of Hawai‘i
families.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Alyssa



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:00:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rona Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE HB1118!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:01:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Melodie Reyes Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill HB1118. Parents need to have the right to decide whether or not to
vaccinate their children. The religious exemption needs to stay an option for parents to choose
what is right for their children. Each individual is unique and parents not governors know what is
best for their children.

The governor needs to listen to the people of his community instead of pushing his agenda at
whatever the cost. Frankly, the idea of this bill is tyrannical!!!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:01:36 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Valerie Myette Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Legislators,
| am writing in opposition of HB1118 to repeal religious exemptions of vaccinations.

The US Supreme Court held in Frazee V. Illinois Dept. of Security, 489 US 829, that a religious
belief is subject to protection even though no religious group espouses such beliefs or the fact
that the religious group to which the individual professes to belong may not advocate or require
such belief. This ruling is also reflected in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended
Nov. 1, 1980; Part 1605.1- Guidelines on Discrimination Because of Religion.

| thank you for respectfully adhering to my first amendment rights guaranteed as a citizen of the
United States of America by her great Constitution and reinforced on a state level by the
fourteenth amendment without prejudice.

As a Catholic we belive that life begins at conception. You formed my inward parts; You
knitted me together in my mother’s womb.” (Psalm 139:13).

Many vaccinations use fetal cells either in the development or creation of vaccine. For
example: Vaccines with Aborted Fetal Tissue
Chickenpox/Varicella

» Varivax (Merck)
Chickenpox+tMMR

* ProQuad (Merck)
COVID-19

» COV2-S (Janssen/Johnson & Johnson)

« AdCOVID (Altimmune)

» AZD1222 (AstraZeneca)

* Ad5-nCoV (CanSino)

+ ChAdOX1nCoV-19 (AstraZeneca)

+ Gam-COVID-Vac (Gamaleya)

* hAd5 S-Fusion + NETSD (ImmunityBio)

« PittCoVacc (University of Pittsburgh)

* Sputnik V (Gamaleya)

*  V591/TMV-083 (Institut Pasteur/Themis/Merck)

+ VXA-CoV2-1 (Vaxart)


http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+139:13

Hepatitis A
» Vaqgta (Merck)
« Havrix (GSK)
» Twinrix—Hepatitis A+B (GSK)
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)
* MMR Il (Merck)
Polio
» Poliovax (Sanofi)
» Pentacel-Polio+DTaP+HiB (Sanofi)
Rabies
« Imovax (Sanofi)*
Shingles
« Zostavax (Merck).

| consider the body given from God a temple, to honor and not tamper with. It is especially
important to honor that in my greatest gifts from God, my children. “Do you not know that
your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from
God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with
your bodies.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.

I've included scripture because these are our firm believes that i believe that the state does not
have the right to violate. These words | follow as a Christian. Please consider honoring our
constitutional rights.

Sincerely,

Valerie Myette (mother of two)


http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+6%3a19-20

HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:04:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Richard Kelway Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/Umony

Comments:

| strongly object to this bill. Removing the religious exemption for child immunization is in
direct conflict with my freedom of religion rights guaranteed to me under the first amendment of
the United States Constitution. Immunization conflicts with my bona fide religious tenets and

practices.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:07:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nathan Soriano Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Hello committee. | Strongly oppose this bill on mini basis. It takes away a parent right to decide
what's best for their child. It takes away what we believe in as in a family as a religious
beliefs. This could be the start of something unrecognizable as an American.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:11:19 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dayna Matsumura Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ}s/umony
Comments:

| oppose this bill.
it takes away our right to choose, if we want to or do not want to get vaccinated.

Dayna Matsumura



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:13:02 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Heavenlee Crivello Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

It is unconstitutional to take away our religious rights.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:13:30 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kate Nakamura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair(s), Vice Chair(s), and Members of the Committee,

| am writing to oppose HB1118, which would remove religious exemptions for school
vaccinations in Hawai‘i. While I understand that vaccinations help prevent diseases, I believe
this bill takes away important rights from parents and families.

1. Parents Should Have a Choice

Parents should have the right to decide what is best for their children. Some families have
strong religious or personal beliefs about medical decisions, and they should not be forced to
choose between following their beliefs or sending their child to school.

2. Protecting Religious Freedom

In America, we have the right to practice our religion freely. Some families choose not to
vaccinate because of their religious beliefs. This bill takes away that choice and does not
respect personal faith and values.

3. Every Child is Different

Not every child’s body reacts the same way to vaccines. For example, there are genetic
mutations that go undetected which make metabolizing adjuvants etc more slowly, if at all.
While medical exemptions exist, they are very hard to get, even when there are real concerns
such as these genetic mutations, which are only available out of pocket at significant expense to
detect in a child's particular genome. Families should not have to fight for basic medical

rights when it comes to their children’s health.

6. The Impact on Schools & Families

Hawai‘i already struggles with school attendance and a high cost of living. If children are not
allowed to attend school because their families have religious beliefs against vaccines, more
families will leave Hawai‘i. This bill could make things harder for local families who are
already struggling.



| believe in keeping people healthy, but we cannot ignore parental rights and religious
freedom. Families should not be punished for making medical decisions that align with their
beliefs. I strongly urge you to reject HB1118 and protect the rights of Hawai‘i families. There
are only six other states that have eliminated the right to religious exemption, one of which has
overturned this in the past year in court. If aiming to educate parents on vaccines, the state could
choose to offer the existing religious exemptions with mandatory educational class or videos,
which is the case in other states. Let's remember as well that the recent measles outbreak in
Hawaii occurred amongst fully vaccinated individuals which calls in to question both the
efficacy as well as the aforementioned safety concerns, in addition to the egregious disregard of
personal and religious freedoms.

Mahalo for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

Kate



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:15:53 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shawna Pereira Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To Whom It May Concern,

| respectfully submit this statement of faith for a Constitutionally recognized and protected
religious exemption against any mandatory injection/vaccine. Based on my understanding of
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act and the First Amendment to the United States Constitution, and
other federal and state laws, we choose to exercise our right to demand our right to a religious
exemption for our children against any requirements regarding vaccinations. This demand for an
exemption is based on my deeply held religious beliefs pursuant to my reliance on teachings in
the Holy Bible.

The Bible very clearly states that the body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit. We are commanded
to take good care of it, not to defile it, and certainly not introduce something into it that could
potentially harm it (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 2 Corinthians 5:10, and 2
Corinthians 7:1). These vaccines (by the very disclosure of the vaccine manufacturers) contain
carcinogens, neurotoxins, animal viruses, animal blood, allergens, and heavy metals. | do not
believe it would be right for me to introduce these substances into my body or the body of my
children because they have not sufficiently been proven to me to be safe and effective. Rather, |
believe they may be harmful to my body.

Additionally, the Constitution grants and protects every American citizen the God-given right to
make our own medical decisions. The Declaration of Independence recognizes rights are God-
given. God commands me to glorify Him with my body — and not give it to the government.
First, the Ninth Amendment states, “The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.” The Constitution does not
grant the power or authority to the federal government to compel private citizens take medical
treatments — especially not as a category. Therefore, | reserve this right.



Second, federal laws protects my choosing to disclose private medical decisions (Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act). Numerous legal and financial penalties exist for
entities violating this law. Mandating vaccination as a condition of employment and or school
acceptance implies I disclose medical information and is a violation of federal law for
discrimination.

Taking away our right to a religious exemption is, to me, contrary to Biblical teachings, my faith
in Jesus Christ, the specific powers granted the federal government, and existing federal law. It is
unlawful to segregate people according to their skin color. It is unlawful to compel Jews to eat
pork. It is also unlawful to compel personal medical decisions of citizens. My religious beliefs
are sincere. Legally, | cannot be required to prove that a church or religious leader agrees with
my sincere religious beliefs, or my interpretation of Scripture, or my instruction from the Holy
Spirit. My beliefs are my own, and they are sincerely and deeply held.

Therefore | strongly OPPOSE HB1118

Shawna Pereira



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:16:36 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Heleena Oliveira Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. This is the United States of America where we have FREEDOM!!
How can anyone tell us what to do with our bodies?

dis allowing the FREEDOM to CHOOSE whether we want to vaccinate or not should not even
be on the table.

that is communism



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:18:40 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Aaron Chiam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

It is often taken for granted that our bodies have an incredible ability to protect and heal itself
from diseases, sicknesses, injuries, etc... Thanks to the introduction of sanitation and clean water,
our immune systems have been given the ultimate opportunity to thrive with the support of
eating healthy food. Our immune systems are so complex that not even the surface has been
scratched at understanding it as a whole.

In my religion as a Christian, | believe that God has designed our bodies perfectly. I also believe
that we are not supposed to know everything about how it all works. That is called faith. Based
on my faith in God and the body He has given me, I believe vaccinations are a defiance against
God and his design. | see vaccinations as hedging bets against our immune systems that can do
the job of protecting our bodies as God designed it. What | am NOT against is therapeutics and
pain relievers that provide relief while the immune system heals a body.

I am a law abiding citizen and faithfully pay my taxes to the city and state on time. My children
should not be denied an education because our religious faith does not align with the views
of politicians or doctors. While our current government is so proudly pushing diversity in all
other life aspects, religious discrimination is the most egregious. While other religious
individuals may believe in vaccines, my faith and beliefs are specific to me and my family, not a
decision of a religion or church. Our nation was built on a foundation of religion and should
always be remembered and respected as such. Diversity has always been engrained in Hawaii's
culture but If we are pushing diversity as an ideology it must include all aspects of life, not
cherry picked. Especially in the case of vaccines where they are proven to NOT be 100% safe
and effective.

My children do not have any allergies, auto-immune dysfunctions, or behavioral issues. They get
sick but recover very quickly because we feed them a quality, healthy diet.

Please allow the religious exemptions to remain in place.

Thank you



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:19:58 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Russell Garcia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I lost my cousin my helper of 22 years , five of my customers from covid vaccine's died from the
covid vaccines . My children will never take another vaccine. People are dying suddenly or
getting rapped cancer . Vaers government web site to file vaccine adverse reactions or deaths
after 1.3 million affected my the covid vaccine | stop going onto the website. My children will
not be going to school if vaccines are forced upon people . Even my grandchildren will not be
taking any vaccines it dangerous. | want you to do your research on the Amish people no
vaccines at birth and they do not have health issues like we do . | oppose this bill of children
being forced to take any vaccine




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:20:03 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Liam Wilmott Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:21:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kenneth Cho Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:21:34 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Dolan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:21:47 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Makana Fronda Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition of this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:21:56 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anapuni Coleman Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:22:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Maeva Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:22:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Monique Perreira Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE OPPOSE! This
is UNCONSTITUTIONAL! I stongly urge you to NOT pass this bill. No explanation
needed.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:22:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wade Terlep Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:23:21 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joshua Mueller Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:23:40 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Noah Campbell Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this movement



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:24:38 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kapukonakona Bagood Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:25:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jonovan Tuinei Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:25:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Keoni Mendiola Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| Keoni Mendiola, Strongly Oppose HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:27:36 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Donton Meinel Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:27:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kekoa Bruhn Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:28:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Collin Mansanas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:28:43 PM

Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Glenn Philhower Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn?;t'mony

Comments:

| feel this bill violates my constitutional rights and I should be able to decide for myself what

vaccine/ drugs are put into my body.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:29:34 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alyssa Lyman Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill because we should have the RIGHT to make our own decisions for our selves
and family. This is a violation of our rights. Why are you trying to control our lives and our
bodies. This is wrong to humanity and those who are trying to support this bill KNOWS THAT.
You are all in it for monetary profit and not for the benefit of the people of Hawaii that you are
supposed to represent. If you are for the people then LISTEN to the people. THIS IS WRONG.
Side effects to immunizations are HARMFUL and often times non reversible. This is not the way
that God made us. He made us perfect in his image. | will not support this bill. | OPPOSE BILL
HB1118!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:30:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Micah Kahumoku Individual Oppose W“tte“OTn?;t'mony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:31:01 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ronny De Reis Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:31:32 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jessica Penner Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| know my voice doesn't matter. | testified with over 700 other people in opposition to HAR 11-
157 in 2018 and saw the rule changed despite only 12 testimonies in support. You will do what
you want as our betters - I am under no illusion otherwise.

Just know that when you make rules forcing people to choose ALL vaccines or NO vaccines
(like Hawaii religious exemtions currently do) you will radicalize the people that only opposed
one or two.

When you remove people's voices by changing a rule to bypass the legislature every time you
want to add a vaccine to the schedule (like you did in 2018 with HAR 11-157) you radicalize
those of us who thought you were our representitives, who thought if we spent enough time
explaining our concerns you could see the issue without bias.

When you ban people from travel and entering certain public spaces when they refuse to be
vaccinated with an experimental product that does not create sterilizing immunity - they begin to
question why you are making the decisions you do.

When you decide that only one *type* of "immunity" is acceptible and recovering from an
illness or showing a titer test no longer qualifies as sufficient, it starts to feel like your basing
your decisions on factors that are more ideological than scientific.

Your decision to pass this bill would not change a single mind in regard to vaccines, it
would only isolate and radicalize a growing number of your constituents who are tired of being
coerced, gaslit, and ultimately steamrolled.

It will only force more parents to opt out of public education.

It will undoubtedly add immense pressure to doctors from desperate parents (mostly the poorest)
seeking medical exemtions because their feelings on basic bodily auotonmy / concience
objection no longer matters - but cannot afford alternative education. This will of course lead to
the persecution of doctors who are too "loose™ with the amount of medical exemptions they give
out (always wanting to follow in California's footsteps unfortunately).



It will only feed the growing discontent of the many of us who felt abandoned long ago to look at
all of the other (even otherwise potentially valuable to us) work you do with suspicion and

disdain.
That will be the cost.

Don't be ignorant to this reality.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:31:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
DANIEL ORTIZ Individual Oppose ertteno'[ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:33:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tina Lia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This bill violates my right to bodily autonomy and my right to freedom of religion. | do not

consent.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:33:20 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Patrick trani Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strong opposition



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:34:08 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
zachary matsunaga Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

strongly oppose!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:34:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lyle Nicely Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| STRONGLY oppose HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:36:11 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
J White Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| stand in strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:36:27 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
anthony padilla Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose hb1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:36:46 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Chew Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this measure.

Thank you



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:37:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Robert Enriquez Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:38:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Walter Walker Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:39:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bernice Jarra Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this Bill HB1118. As a parent we should have the right to choose whether to vaccinate
my child or not. We have the right / freedom to practice our Constitution. Also,

removing religious exemptions could limit personal freedoms. This bill does not respect religious
beliefs. Don’t we live in America? The land of the free?!

Parents who choose not to have their children vaccinated are supported through verses in the
Bible. It is up to parents to care for their children's welfare, according to 1 Timothy 5:8. Parents
have every right legally and by religious beliefs to make decisions on behalf of their children,
and not the state.

I humbly ask and pray please remove this bill.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:41:02 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kelsey Beck Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:41:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nayeva Pajot-Gendron Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony

Comments:

To whom it may concern,

i Nayeva Pajot-Gendron Oppose HB1118 on behalf of the children of hawaii, we know that these
vaccines cause more harm then good and it is unconstitutional to force parents to poison their

children in the name of safety.

If i fed my children the ingredients that are in these vaccines you would say i am poisoning my
child, so what gives you the right to force me to imject my children with such poisons?!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:42:08 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose HB1118



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:42:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Julie Individual Oppose Remotely Via
Zoom

Comments:

It is unconstitutional to take away our religious constitutional rights!! Vaccines are made with
fetal cells especially aborted ones! There are numerous Vaccine injured and vaccine deaths.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:42:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kona Makaula Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strong opposition



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:42:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cole B Kashimoto Individual Oppose ertteno‘lr']is/tlmony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:43:07 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nathan Dudoit Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. 1 urge the committee to vote this bill down. Thank you



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:43:34 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sierra Revilla Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition to HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:45:29 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Conan K Donahue Individual Oppose ertteno-:;?;tlmony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:46:23 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Janice Johnson Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| STRONGLY OPPOSE this Bill as it violates the First Amendment rights The People are
guaranteed. This is blatant overeach by the Governor for the citizens of Hawaii!!!



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:47:43 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. i . Remotely Via
Tyler Villamil Individual Oppose Z00m
Comments:

| oppose HB1118. This is unconstitutional. Please honor your oath.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:48:00 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Hunter Makoa Morton Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:48:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christine Jaworski Individual Support ertteno'[ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

| wanted to submit testimony in favor of HB1118. As a mother of school aged children | would
like to know my children are as safe as possible, especially after seeing the devastation of what
happened in Samoa with a small drop in vaccine rates. On social media mom groups the topic of
finding doctors who do not vaccinate and schools that accept "religious exemptions™ and how to
go about getting "religious™ exception are posted about almost daily, leading to what feels like a
lot of people are forgoing vaccination and seemingly falsely claiming religious reasons.

With the possible selection of RFK Jr. the federal government doesn't seem to be trying to
protect our keiki. | appreciate the state of Hawaii still looking out for the best of its citizens.

Mahalo for your time and consideration,

Christine Jaworski



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:50:13 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Cook Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ}s/umony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:50:41 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Blair Nahale Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:50:58 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rachel Mustoe Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this. | do not consent for this bill it be passed.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:52:18 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kaipo Sarkissian Jr Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:53:45 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Spencer Christian Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn?;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose this bill for multiple reasons/

1. Religious Freedom: The bill infringes on the constitutional right to religious freedom by
forcing families to choose between their deeply held beliefs and public education. Religious
exemptions have historically protected diverse beliefs, and removing them sets a concerning
precedent.

2. Public Funding and Parental Rights: Public schools are funded by taxpayers, including
those who oppose mandatory vaccinations on religious or philosophical grounds. It is unjust to
exclude their children from education based on compliance with policies that conflict with their
beliefs.

3. Lack of Evidence for Increased Risk: While the bill cites rising exemption rates from
2015 to 2024, it does not provide evidence of corresponding outbreaks or heightened public
health risks during this period. This suggests that the increase in exemptions has not significantly
compromised herd immunity or increased disease prevalence.

4. National Trends: Other states like West Virginia and Mississippi have recently reinstated
religious exemptions, reflecting growing public support for such policies. Hawaii’s proposal
would make it an outlier, disregarding this broader cultural shift.

5. Potential Conflict of Interest: It is worth noting that Governor Josh Green, a key proponent
of this legislation, has received campaign donations from pharmaceutical companies, including
vaccine manufacturers such as Pfizer. This raises concerns about potential conflicts of interest
and whether the bill prioritizes public health or aligns with corporate interests. Transparency and
impartiality are essential when crafting policies that impact constitutional rights and public trust.

Thank you.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:54:05 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
TiaLynn Coryell Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill for we choose how and what goes into our children's body!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:55:08 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Philip Trani IV Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

IN STRONG OPPOSITION OF HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:58:09 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jacob Ramos Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly disagree with Bill HB1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:58:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephen Paling 1V Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:58:35 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kale Ornellas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Very strong opposition



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 6:59:15 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Justin minnoch Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition of hb1118.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:00:21 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dennyse Therese Baja Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

| support this measure.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:01:16 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nicolas Plauche Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, This bill can not be passed. The state does not have a right to dictate what goes in my
children's bodies. My children all 4 of them will not participate with any mandated vaccinations
and will be removed from school immediately for home schooling if this bill passes. Many
people are very angry with Josh Green and his dictator type behavior. Unacceptable to even
attempt to push this kind of agenda. Mahalo.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:02:14 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Faifaiese Emosi Jr Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:02:42 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Ruiz Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

No



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:03:17 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ric Kodama Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:04:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sheryl Cole Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose HB1118 which seeks to remove my Constitutional Rights and Religious Freedoms as an
American citizen to decline vaccinations | do not wish to put in my body! I am not against
vaccinations that have been been proven effective over many years; however, people should have
a right to invoke their religious freedom and be able to decline the vaccination for their children
and themselves should they see fit!! Our United States Constitutional Rights alone gives us the
right to decline putting anything in our bodies we don't agree with or just plain don't want,
especially vaccines that have not been studied, tested, etc., and have not been proven effective
with no or very low risk of adverse reactions. | will decide what goes in my body not the
Government!



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:05:22 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dustin Vierra Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

In strong opposition.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:05:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Written Testimony
Faga Individual Oppose Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:05:32 PM

Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
ahtooanya jones Individual Oppose ertteno-lr-:le;tl mony
Comments:
| Ahtooanya Jones

do strongly oppose this bill, on the premise that we as Americans as humans and parents of
public school keiki have been god given the right to make up our own minds about what to or

what not to put in our babies bodies.

mahalo for your time
Ahtooanya Jones

aloha




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:07:04 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Keone Bee Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly opposed this bill



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:07:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tyler Yuu Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strong opposition



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:07:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Aaron Miyashiro Individual Oppose ertteno'[lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

In strong opposition of HB1118



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:08:16 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
kaiulani Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is Government over reach. Why is no one talking about separation of Government and
Religion. Sounds like a it's time for people to challenge the constitutional rights against the State
in the federal courts if this passes.



HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:09:25 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bunnie Harrington Individual Oppose ertteno1r']?)s/t|mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:09:26 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sara Patton Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Strongly oppose this draconian proposal to repeal religious exemptions for vaccinations.
Horrified that it would even be on the table. We live in a free country and we have a RIGHT to
bodily autonomy.



HB-1118

Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:10:12 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mike Harrington Individual Oppose ertteno‘lr']is/tlmony

Comments:

| oppose this bill.




HB-1118
Submitted on: 2/5/2025 7:10:37 PM
Testimony for HLT on 2/7/2025 8:45:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Autumn Parker Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

We, Seth and Autumn Parker, as the parents of Liam, Emma and Zoey, are asking you to
vote NO to House Bill 1118 and protect our rights under the US constitution to receive
Religious Exemption from vaccination due to our genuine and sincere beliefs which are
contrary to the practices which are herein required.

The US Supreme Court held in Frazee V. Illinois Dept. of Security, 489 US 829, that a
religious belief is subject to protection even though no religious group espouses such
beliefs or the fact that the religious group to which the individual professes to belong may
not advocate or require such belief. This ruling is also reflected in Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 as amended Nov. 1, 1980; Part 1605.1- Guidelines on Discrimination
Because of Religion.

The following are ways in which these violations manifest themselves in the vaccinations
recommended by the Center for Disease Control.

The use of cells, cellular debris, protein, and DNA from willfully aborted human children
found in Adenovirus, Polio, DTaP/Polio/HiB Combo, Hep A, Hep A/Hep B Combo, MMR,
MMRV Pro Quad, Rabies, Varicella, and the Shingles vaccines violate the very basic
commands found in Exodus 20:13 and Deuteronomy 5:15 which instructs us to not
murder. The following ingredients were derived from no fewer than 107 human souls who
were sacrificed for social reasons and then used in past and ongoing vaccine research: PER
C6, HEK293, WI-38 (RA 27/3), WI-1, WI-2, WI-3, WI-4, WI-5, WI-6, WI-7, WI-8, WI-9, WI-
10, WI-11, WI-12, WI-13, WI-14, WI-15, WI-16, WI-17, WI-18, WI-19, WI-20, WI-21, WI-22,
WI-23, WI-24, WI-25, WI-26, WI-27, WI-38, WI-44, and MCR-5 plus many other ingredients
obtained from human children not required to be listed by FDA guidelines. Supporting
vaccinations and vaccination developments is an endorsement of the sacrifice of those and
the continuing sacrifice of other human souls.

Genesis 4:1, 17 and Jeremiah 1:5 demonstrate that the deceased children used in the
aforementioned vaccinations were recognized by God as human souls from the point of
conception in the same way that we, as parents, recognized our child as a human from the
moment we were aware of his/her presence in his/her mother’s wombs.



Genesis 1:27 - 28, 4:1, 2 Kings 17:17-18, Psalm 22:10-11, 106: 35, 37-38, 113:7-9, 127:3,
139:13-16, Amos 1:13, Matthew 18:1-4, and Matthew 19:13-15 are just a few verses that
illustrate the aforementioned children as blessings from God that are valued and loved by
him, their Creator, in whose image they were created and that their killing is condemned
and causes God's destructive anger to burn against their murderers and those complicit in
those murders.

Exodus 20:13, Leviticus 18:21 & 20:2