THE SENATE
KA ‘AHA KENEKOA

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2025

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair
Senator Mike Gabbard, Vice Chair

NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE: Wednesday, February 5, 2025
TIME: 9:15 AM
PLACE: Conference Room 016 & Videoconference

State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL
BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY

The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel.

AGENDA
SB 51 RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCING FOR CANDIDATES TO JDC, WAM
Status & ELECTED OFFICE. . o .

Testimony Establlshes a co_mpreher)swe system of public fmanqng fpr aII_
Lestmony candidates seeking election to state and county public offices in

the State of Hawaii, to begin with the 2026 general election year.

Requires the Campaign Spending Commission to submit reports

to the Legislature. Appropriates funds.

SB 118 RELATING TO THE CAMPAIGN SPENDING COMMISSION. JDC, WAM
Establishes an investigator position in the Campaign Spending

Status & Commission. Appropriates funds.

Testimony

SB 255 RELATING TO CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS. JDC, WAM
Status & Amends section 11-364, Hawaii Revised Statutes, to provide

Testimon that an excess contfibution of more Fhan $100 ir_1 cash,_in the
e aggregate, from a single person during an election period to a
candidate, candidate committee, or noncandidate committee
shall escheat to the Hawaii election campaign fund if not
returned to the contributor within 30 days.
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JDC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCekvvdL_uyq2DUyj1GjlrOA
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB51_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=51&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=51&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB118_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=118&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=118&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB255_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=255&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=255&year=2025

SB 345 RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCING. JDC, WAM
Status & Raises the cap on the maximum amount o_f match_ing _funds_
Testimony available to candidates for the Hawaii Partial Public Financing
e Program. Increases the cap on the amount of expenditures a
candidate can make in the Program. Increases the matching
fund ratio from $1 for each $1 of qualifying contributions raised
by a candidate to $2 for each $1 of qualifying contributions
raised in excess of the minimum qualifying contributions that a
candidate must raise to participate in the Program. Appropriates

funds.
SB 176 RELATING TO RECOUNTS. JDC
Status & Increases the qualifying criteria for an automatic election
=== recount.
Testimony
SB 260 RELATING TO THE JUDICIARY. JDC, WAM
Status & Appropriates funds for the Judiciary for the fiscal biennium
— beginning 7/1/2025, and ending 6/30/2027. Effective 7/1/2025.
Testimony
SB 279 RELATING TO DANGEROUS DRUGS. JDC
Status & Conforms fentanyl to the possession offense thresholds for
ST methamphetamine, heroin, morphine, and cocaine.
Testimony
SB 281 RELATING TO TORTURE. JDC
Defines and prohibits the offense of torture.
Status &
Testimony
SB 796 RELATING TO CLAIMS AGAINST THE STATE. JDC, WAM
Status & Prohibits claims for refunds, reimbursements, or other

Testimon payments, autho_rizati_on'for. which is so_ught from the Le"gislat.ure
AESHONY that exceed the time limitations of section 40-68, Hawaii Revised
Statutes, from being claimed. Requires the Attorney General to
include in the Attorney General's annual report of claims
recommended for approval a list of possible claims against the
State that have not yet settled. Requires the Attorney General's
report to the Legislature describing the claims against the state
to include additional information. Requires the Attorney General
to submit a report every five years to the Legislature containing
further incidents that occurred in an agency that led to a claim.

SB 861 RELATING TO EXPUNGEMENT. JDC
Authorizes the Hawaii Criminal Justice Data Center to transmit

Test?r;act)%& all expungement orders to the Judiciary to effectuate the
ASELTO, purposes of Act 159, SLH 2023.

Decision Making to follow, if time permits.

All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai‘i Legislature's website, which is accessible to
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public.

Please go to the Legislature's website, https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24
hours prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on
the "Participate” drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or
remotely via videoconference.
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http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB345_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=345&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=345&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB176_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=176&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=176&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB260_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=260&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=260&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB279_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=279&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=279&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB281_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=281&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=281&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB796_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=796&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=796&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/SB861_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=861&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=861&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/

Please note the following:

e The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone
who requests to testify orally.

e Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 2 minutes each.

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the
instructions: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/.

For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If
you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please call the committee clerk at
the telephone number listed below or email JDCcommittee @capitol.hawaii.gov. Requests made as early as
possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled.

For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been
added are underscored. If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted
from the agenda.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 587-7211.

Senator Karl Rhoads
Chair
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