THE SENATE
KA ‘AHA KENEKOA

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE
REGULAR SESSION OF 2025

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT
Senator Mike Gabbard, Chair
Senator Herbert M. "Tim" Richards, Ill, Vice Chair

NOTICE OF HEARING

DATE: Monday, February 10, 2025
TIME: 1:01 PM
PLACE: Conference Room 224 & Videoconference

State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

PHOTO ID REQUIRED FOR ENTRANCE TO THE STATE CAPITOL
BUILDING HOURS: 7AM TO 5PM, MONDAY - FRIDAY

The Legislature is accepting written, videoconference, and in-person testimony at public hearings.
A live stream of all Senate Standing Committee meetings will be available on the Senate YouTube Channel.
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Testimony

AGENDA
RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. AEN, CPN
Beginning 1/1/2028, prohibits the manufacture, sale, offer for
sale, distribution for sale, and distribution for use of any food
packaging, food service ware, cosmetic, or personal care
product that contains intentionally added perfluoroalkyl and
polyfluoroalkyl substances, with certain exceptions.

RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS. AEN, JDC
Repeals the definition of "finding of no significant impact”.

Defines "“finding of completion of environmental disclosure

process". Makes conforming amendments.

RELATING TO RECYCLING. AEN, CPN
Expands the Electronic Device Recycling and Recovery Act to

include the collection and recycling of certain lithium-ion

batteries. Requires manufacturers of lithium-ion batteries to

recycle or arrange for the recycling of lithium-ion batteries sold

in the State, and ensure the safe collection, storage,

transportation, and recycling of batteries.

RELATING TO NEONICOTINOIDS. AEN, CPN/WAM
Classifies neonicotinoid pesticides as restricted use pesticides

and establishes a list of chemicals that shall belong to the

neonicotinoid class of chemicals. Prohibits the sale or use of

seeds coated or treated with neonicotinoid pesticides. Requires

the Department of Agriculture to adopt rules that identify and

regulate the most harmful neonicotinoid pesticide formulations

and develop guidelines for safer alternatives.
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RELATING TO FARM DWELLINGS.

Prohibits the construction of new farm dwellings on agricultural
park lots beginning 1/1/2026. Prohibits residence within an
unpermitted farm dwelling. Authorizes inspections.

RELATING TO THE HAWAII ANT LAB.

Appropriates funds to the Department of Agriculture to support
the Hawaii Ant Lab in mitigating the effects of little fire ants in
the State.

RELATING TO GENERAL EXCISE TAX EXEMPTIONS.
Repeals the general excise tax exemption for amounts received
by independent sugar cane farmers. Repeals the general
excise tax exemption for amounts received by a contractor of
the Patient-Centered Community Care program that is
established by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
pursuant to title 38 United States Code section 8153. Effective
1/1/2026.

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE.

Establishes an agroecological and climate-smart farming
practices tax credit. Applies to taxable years beginning after
12/31/2025.

RELATING TO OWNERSHIP OF AGRICULTURAL LAND.
Prohibits certain entities from acquiring or holding any interest in
agricultural land within the State and from engaging in farming
operations in the state (Proposed SD1)

Copies of the proposed SD 1 are available from the Senate
Document Center and on the Legislature's website:
www.capitol.hawaii.gov.

RELATING TO SPECIAL PURPOSE REVENUE BONDS TO
ASSIST ALOUN KAUAI FARMING, AN AGRICULTURAL
ENTERPRISE, IN THE FINANCE, OPERATION, AND
MAINTENANCE OF A PROJECT TO REVITALIZE THE DAIRY
INDUSTRY.

Authorizes the Department of Budget and Finance to issue
special purpose revenue bonds to assist Aloun Kauai Farming in
the planning, design, construction, and maintenance of an
integrated dairy industry.

RELATING TO AQUACULTURE.
Prohibits certain octopus aquaculture.

RELATING TO THE CRANSTON DUKE PIA ACT.
Establishes that, in certain circumstances, an actor rightfully
present on agricultural lands may exercise deadly force with a
right to stand the actor's ground and not retreat.
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SB 1249 RELATING TO AGRICULTURE. AEN, WAM/IDC
Status & Establishes an agr_icultural crime _prevention program within the
Testimony Department of Agriculture to provide grants, education,
A leny administrative enforcement, and other services for the benefit of
the State's agricultural industry. Clarifies, creates, and
strengthens laws regarding crimes and violations related to
agriculture or agricultural lands and hunting on private
agricultural lands. Establishes clear distinctions between
administrative and criminal penalties. Appropriates funds.

SB 1257 RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL CRIME. AEN, WAM/JDC
Status & _Establishes.an Agricul_tural_ Crimes Task Forcg to address the
Testimony issue of agricultural crime in the State. Establishes the offense
A leny of agricultural crime to increase penalties for property crimes
committed on agricultural property. Appropriates funds.

Decision Making to follow, if time permits.

All testimony received by the Hawai‘i Senate is posted on the Hawai'i Legislature's website, which is accessible to
the public. Please do not include private information that you do not want disclosed to the public.

Please go to the Legislature's website, https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov, to submit written testimony at least 24
hours prior to the hearing. Create a free account on the website, or sign in to an existing account, then click on
the "Participate” drop down menu and select the "Submit Testimony" option to get started. While submitting your
written testimony, you will be prompted to indicate if you would also like to testify at the hearing in-person or
remotely via videoconference.

Please note the following:

e The number of oral testifiers and/or time allotted to each testifier may be limited by the Chair when
necessary to adhere to the committee hearing schedule. We may not be able to accommodate everyone
who requests to testify orally.

e Testifiers for this hearing will be limited to 1 minute each.

If you wish to testify via videoconference during the hearing, please review the detailed step-by-step
instructions for testimony procedures before you submit your written testimony. Here's a direct link to the
instructions: https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-
0478 or par@capitol.hawaii.gov. You can also visit their website at https://Irb.hawaii.gov/par/.

For special assistance: The cable TV broadcast and/or live stream of this meeting will include closed captioning. If
you need an auxiliary aid/service or other accommodation due to a disability, please call the committee clerk at
the telephone number listed below or email_ AENcommittee @capitol.hawaii.gov. Requests made as early as
possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled.

For amended notices: Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been
added are underscored. If a measure is both underscored and stricken through, that measure has been deleted
from the agenda.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL THE COMMITTEE CLERK AT (808) 586-6830.
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Senator Mike Gabbard
Chair
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