STAND. COM. REP. NO. \ \ "'

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 19 205
RE: H.B. No. 961
H.D. 1
S.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B.
No. 961, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose and intent of this measure is to:
(1) Establish a two-year Librarian Pilot Program to serve
one school complex on Oahu and one school complex on an
island other than Oahu; and

(2) Appropriate funds.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawai‘i State Public Library System, Hawai‘i State
Teachers Association, Bess Press, Hawai‘i Library Association,
Hawai‘i Association of School Librarians, and twenty-four
individuals.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from one individual.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of Education.
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Your Committee finds that school librarians are an invaluable
resource for educational communities, serving students, faculty,
and staff with a safe place to develop literacy skills, achieve
reading fluency, and conduct research. Presently, only thirty
percent of public schools statewide have a full-time or part-time
librarian position to support educational programs in the 2024-
2025 school year. As most schools do not have a librarian to
support educational programs, establishing a pilot program
providing rotating support will allow more students to learn about
the library and the services provided. Therefore, this measure
offers crucial support to schools without a librarian while
maintaining existing library operations to help students achieve
their academic goals.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Inserting an effective date of July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making a technical, nonsubstantive amendment for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.

No. 961, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 961,
H.D. 1, S.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Ways and

Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

MICHELLE N. KIDANI, Chair
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The Senate
Thirty-Third Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Education

EDU
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date:
HO 90, ¥DL | ¥y, W | 3|13 3095
D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.
If so, then the previous decision was to:
The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamended Z/Pass, with amendments |:| Hold [:l Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
KIDANI, Michelie N. (C) /
KIM, Donna Mercado (VC) /
HASHIMOTO, Troy N. 7
KANUHA, Dru Mamo 7
DECORTE, Samantha /
TOTAL 5
Recommendation: %
I:Zf Adopted D Not Adopted
Chairss or Designge’s Signature:
%‘N\ crrls /C\”_,
Distribution: Original Yellow Pink Goldenrod
File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
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