
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB12 , 2025

RE: H.B. No. 902
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B. No.
902 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to appropriate funds to the
Department of Education to conduct a study on methods that will
help support schools impacted by the Hawaiian Electric Company’s
Planned Public Safety Power Shutoff program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education; Public Utilities Commission; and
Hawaiian Electric.

Your Committee finds that the Hawaiian Electric Company’s
Planned Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) Program, implemented on
July 1, 2024, aims to reduce wildfire risks by proactively
shutting off power in high-risk areas during specific weather
conditions. While the PSPS Program is critical for public safety,
the program’s implementation poses significant operational
challenges for public schools and may disrupt essential services
at the schools. Currently, fifteen Department of Education
schools and one public charter school are identified as vulnerable
to PSPS events.
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Your Committee believes that maintaining school operations
during PSPS events is vital to ensuring educational continuity,
providing access to meals, and sustaining a sense of normalcy for
students. This measure will provide funding for a study that will
give further insight on ways to support schools that may be
impacted by the PSPS Program.

Your Committee notes that electric utility public safety
power shutoffs may affect parts of Kauai County and believes that
the study as required by this measure should encompass counties
that are not provided electricity by the Hawaiian Electric
Company.

Your Committee has accordingly amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the appropriation to the Department of
Education shall be used to conduct a study on methods to
support Department schools that may be impacted by
electric utilities’ planned public safety power shutoff
program;

(2) Amending the preamble to reflect its amended purpose;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive changes for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
902, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 902, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

WOODSON, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature J45~’f?~ c4;~ ~
Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

w~o7-
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) ~ with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

2. LA CHICA, Trish (VC)

3. AMATO, Terez

4. EVSLIN, Luke A.

5. GARRETT, Andrew Takuya

6. KAPELA, Jeanne

—~

7. KILA, Darius K. IC

8. OLDS, Ikaika

9. SAYAMA, Jackson D.
- —~

1O.MURAOKA, Christopher L.

11. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL(11) 10
The recommendation is: ~Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: /1leA.k~1’l (g.~. C.Q~&ii (.≠~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO




