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Fiscal Implications: The Department of Health (DOH) defers to the Department of Agriculture

(DOA) for fiscal implications of implementation.

Department Position: The DOH supports Senate Bill 1186, Senate Draft 1 (S.B. 1186, S.D. 1),
which establishes the Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and the

Interagency Food Systems Working Group within the DOA.

Department Testimony: In 2023, 13.5 percent of U.S. households were food insecure at least
some time during the year?, a statistically significant increase from 12.8 percent in 2022. In
Hawaii, the situation is particularly dire, with nearly one in three households facing food
insecurity, and 29% of households with children struggling to maintain consistent access to
adequate nutrition in 2023.2 Food insecurity, defined as the lack of consistent access to
affordable, nutritious food, is strongly linked to adverse health outcomes and a higher
probability of developing chronic disease. Research shows that adults in households with low

food security have, on average, 18% more chronic conditions compared to those in food-secure

1 Rabbitt, M. P., Reed-Jones, M., Hales, L. J., & Burke, M. P. (2024). Household food security in the United States in 2023 (Report No. ERR-337).
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service. https://doi.org/10.32747/2024.8583175.ers

2The State of Food Insecurity in Hawaii. (2024). Hawaii Food Bank. https://hawaiifoodbank.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/HawaiiFoodbank TheStateOfFoodInsecuritylnHawaii 2023.pdf

KENNETH S. FINK, MD, MGA, MPH


https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/fulldisplay?context=L&vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN&docid=alma9916546833607426
https://hawaiifoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/HawaiiFoodbank_TheStateOfFoodInsecurityInHawaii_2023.pdf
https://hawaiifoodbank.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/HawaiiFoodbank_TheStateOfFoodInsecurityInHawaii_2023.pdf
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households.? This increased disease burden significantly impacts both individual health and

community wellbeing.

The DOH works closely with the DOA and stakeholders from across the state to build
and maintain sustainable food systems and improve healthy food access especially for our most
vulnerable communities. For more than five years, the DOH has supported Food Access
Coordinators in every county to convene stakeholders, coordinate activities, and develop
infrastructure to build community-based food systems across the state. The intention of these
collaborative networks is to develop coordinated projects and build capacity within partner

organizations and food-insecure populations.

The DOH recognizes that complex food system challenges and ensuring that healthy
food access available to all, requires coordinated solutions. The DOH supports S.B. 1186, S.D. 1,
is committed to continued collaborate in these efforts, and looks forward to participating in an

interagency food systems working group.
Offered Amendments: None

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.

3 Gregory, C. A., Coleman-Jensen, A., & United States Department of Agriculture. (2017). Food insecurity, chronic disease, and health among
Working-Age adults. In A Report Summary From the Economic Research Service. https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/84467/err-
235 summary.pdf?v=7198.5.



https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/84467/err-235_summary.pdf?v=7198.5
https://www.ers.usda.gov/webdocs/publications/84467/err-235_summary.pdf?v=7198.5
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In consideration of

SB 1186, SD 1
RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS.

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the Committee:

Telephone: (808) 586-2355
Fax: (808) 586-2377

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism (DBEDT)

supports the intent of SB1186, SD1, and defers to the Department of Agriculture

regarding positions and funding considerations related to this measure.

DBEDT has established an internal working group comprising the Office of

Planning and Sustainable Development (OPSD), Agribusiness Development

Corporation (ADC), Department of Agriculture (DOA), University of Hawaii College of

Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources (UHCTAHR), and the Department of

Education (DOE). This group focuses on addressing the farm-to-export pipeline,

aligning inputs to the Food and Product Innovation Network (value-added production),

DOE'’s regional kitchens (Farm-to-School, Act 175), and Farm-to-State initiatives (Act

176).
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These collaborative efforts aim to fulfill the mandate outlined in Act 151 to double
local food production and exports by 2030. DBEDT has shared its progress and findings
with the interagency food systems working group during the interim, in accordance with
SR111, and will continue to engage in these efforts. Our ongoing projects are designed
to reduce Hawaii’'s dependence on imports, strengthen our food security ecosystem,
and support the construction of resilient food production facilities.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure, and we look forward to
continued collaboration to achieve our shared goals of enhancing Hawaii’s agricultural

capacity and food security.
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SENATE BILL NO. 1186, SENATE DRAFT 1
RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS.

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Senate Bill No. 1186, Senate Draft 1
that establishes a Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and
Interagency Food Systems Working Group within the Department of Agriculture
(Department). The Department supports this measure and includes comments
consistent with Department testimony for HB967 where the funding for the working
group was retained and for the working group to decide on the composition of the Food
System unit. The Department will endeavor to carry forward the work described in our
response to Senate Resolution No. 111 that outlines initial priorities for coordinating
statewide food systems.

The HDOA is optimistic that the effort of the Working Group will result in a
measurable, science-based, and functional Plan that will promote the State’s highest
priorities of increasing the economic viability of existing agricultural operations and
assist in the establishment of new ones in direct support of increasing local food self-
sufficiency and exports.

Thank you for the opportunity to present our testimony.
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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit a testimony to COMMENT ON Senate Bill 1186
SD1.

The Hawai‘i Emergency Management Agency believes in this legislative measure as it
aligns with our mission to enhance emergency management preparedness and
response throughout the state of Hawai‘i. HIEMA endorses any initiative that aims to
strengthen and bolster the resilience of communities within the state.

We propose the establishment of an FTE position within HIEMA. This dedicated role
would significantly reinforce our operational capacity and facilitate effective coordination
among various state agencies involved in food systems management. By having an
assigned resource focused on this initiative, HIEMA would support ongoing
preparedness efforts related to food distribution.

We appreciate your consideration of this proposal and believe that it will strengthen our
collective ability to respond to emergencies and ensure food security for our
communities. HIEMA supports this measure, with the understanding that its passage
will not negatively impact on the priorities outlined in the Executive Budget.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Senate Bill SB1186 SD1.

James Barros: james.barros@hawaii.qov; 808-733-4300
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TESTIMONY ON SB 1186 SD1
Relating to Sustainable Food Systems

Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Committee,

I am Benson Medina, Director of the Department of Research and Development, County of Hawai‘i. One
of the agricultural objectives of this department is to “support collaboration, innovation, resource
development, and programmatic sustainability throughout the food system to reduce food waste, improve
producer viability and resilience, develop workforce development pathways, or increase access to locally
produced food among low-income residents.”

The County of Hawai‘i provides written testimony in SUPPORT of SB1186 SD1 to establish the
Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems Working
Group within the Department of Agriculture.

The Agriculture and Food Systems Program in the County of Hawai‘i Department of Research and
Development has been a longstanding partner with HDOA and supported the development of the Report of
the Sustainable Food Systems Working Group in response to SR111, SD1, 2024 Legislature. Our
department is in the process of facilitating community-led agriculture and food system planning to outline
key strategies to support producers and improve food access. Connecting these community-level planning
efforts to the interagency working group proposed in SB1186 SD1 will streamline efforts to address our
communities’ most urgent and cross-agency issues.

The Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems Working
Group proposed in SB1186 SD1 provide crucial coordination functions across all state agencies and
counties, increasing communication and efficiency throughout the food system. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony in SUPPORT of SB1186 SD1.

Respectfully,

- ~

=
Benson Medina
Director
Hawai'i County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the Committee,

The Office of Economic Revitalization (OER) supports SB 1186, Relating to Sustainable Food
Systems, which establishes a Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and
Interagency Food Systems Working Group within the Department of Agriculture

This initiative is vitally important in breaking down silos, creating opportunities for collaboration, and
avoiding inefficiencies within Hawai'‘i's food systems. Work on broader food systems issues is being
done by each County and these efforts will be bolstered, better supported, and more efficiently
coordinated by this Statewide effort. Encouraging collaborative efforts through these bodies will
provide the necessary platform for stakeholders to align their resources, share valuable insights,
and strategize effectively towards strengthening Hawaii's food infrastructure.

The appropriation of funds and establishment of dedicated positions at the State level demonstrate a
commitment to sustaining these efforts for the long term and to Hawai‘i’'s food security and self-
sufficiency goals. This financial backing is crucial for successful and timely implementation and for
enabling the working group and coordination team to carry out their mandates effectively. OER’s
Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Program supports this SB 1186 as it paves the way for a
more synergized effort in enhancing food security, promoting local agriculture, and ultimately
supporting our local farmers and communities in achieving a more sustainable food system for
Hawai’i.

Thank you for allowing us to share our testimony and to the committee for considering SB 1186.
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SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
Wednesday, February 12, 2025 — 10:01 a.m.

Ulupono Initiative supports SB 1186 SD 1, Relating to Sustainable Food Systems.
Dear Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee:

My name is Mariah Yoshizu, and I am the Government Affairs Associate at Ulupono Initiative.
We are a Hawai‘i-focused impact investment firm that strives to improve the quality of life
throughout the islands by helping our communities become more resilient and self-sufficient
through locally produced food, renewable energy and clean transportation choices, and better
management of freshwater resources.

Ulupono supports SB 1186 SD 1, which establishes the Statewide Interagency Food Systems
Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems Working Group within the Department
of Agriculture.

This legislation takes crucial steps toward strengthening Hawai‘i’s food security and resilience
by establishing a coordinated, interagency approach to addressing our food system challenges.
The creation of the Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and Working
Group will help break down silos and foster the collaboration needed to achieve the state's
food sustainability goals.

The bill thoughtfully brings together key stakeholders from agriculture, education, health,
planning, and other sectors to develop coordinated solutions while providing necessary
resources through new dedicated positions. By investing in this integrated approach to food
systems planning and implementation, we can make meaningful progress toward increasing
local food production, improving food access, reducing waste, and building a more sustainable
and equitable food system for Hawai‘i.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
Respectfully,

Mariah Yoshizu
Government Affairs Associate

Investing in a Sustainable Hawai‘i

999 Bishop Street, Suite 1202 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 & 808.544.8960 & 808.432.9695 | www.ulupono.com
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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice-Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committees:

| am Brian Miyamoto, Executive Director of the Hawai'i Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized
since 1948, the HFB is comprised of 1,800 farm family members statewide and serves as
Hawai'i’s voice of agriculture to protect, advocate, and advance the social, economic, and
educational interests of our diverse agricultural community.

The Hawai'i Farm Bureau supports SB 1186, SD1, which establishes the Statewide
Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems
Working Group within the Department of Agriculture (DOA). This measure aims to
improve coordination among state agencies to strengthen Hawai'i’s food system, requires
reports to the Legislature, establishes positions, and appropriates funds for its
implementation.

A coordinated approach to food system development can help address challenges related
to local food production, distribution, procurement, and market access. Farmers and
ranchers often face regulatory barriers and logistical challenges that limit their ability to
expand local food production. By facilitating collaboration between government agencies
and agricultural stakeholders, this initiative has the potential to streamline policies,
improve procurement processes, and increase opportunities for farmers to participate in
state food programs such as Farm to School and Farm to State.

However, we have concerns regarding the proposed salary amounts for the new
positions. Ensuring that salaries align with comparable state positions is necessary to
maximize funding efficiency and ensure that resources are directed toward direct support
for farmers and food producers rather than administrative overhead.

Additionally, there is uncertainty regarding who the Statewide Interagency Food Systems
Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems Working Group report to and
where their authority is derived from. Clarification is needed to define their decision-



making role, ensure accountability, and prevent duplication of efforts with existing
programs and agencies already working to improve Hawai'i’'s food system. Without clear
oversight and guidance, the effectiveness of these teams may be limited.

To improve SB 1186, SD1, we recommend:
e Ensuring that farmers and ranchers are actively represented in the working group
to provide real-world perspectives on the challenges and opportunities within

Hawai'i’s food system.

e Ensuring salary levels are consistent with similar positions within the DOA and
other state agencies to ensure fiscal responsibility.

e Defining the reporting structure and decision-making authority of the coordination
team and working group to ensure clear oversight and prevent redundancy.

e Developing clear performance metrics and accountability measures to assess the
effectiveness of the coordination team and working group in improving food system
outcomes.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter.
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To: Chair Donovan Dela Cruz, Vice Sharon Moriwaki and the Senate Committee on Ways and
Means

Subject: SB 1186, Relating to Sustainable Food System.

[ am writing in strong support of SB 1186. This bill recognizes the critical need for a
coordinated, interagency approach to addressing Hawaii's complex food system challenges.

Senate Resolution 111, SD 1, 2024 Legislature Report of the Sustainable Food Systems
Working Group key recommendation is to establish a fully resourced process for statewide food

systems coordination that builds equitably from county and moku-based engagement processes.

There are issues in Hawai’i food system and this bill can help enhance our economy, boost local
food production, improve access to healthy food, minimize food waste, and reduce food
insecurity. They are not isolated, rather they are intrinsically linked. Therefore, a coordinated
approach is essential to making meaningful progress in each of these areas.

SB 1186 acknowledges that tackling food system challenges requires a multidisciplinary,
collaborative effort that is firmly grounded in empirical data. Numerous studies have
demonstrated that food systems are interconnected and multifaceted that requires expertise from
various agencies to develop effective strategies and actions. The coordination and collaboration
of these various groups and individuals mentioned in SB 1186 will better help state agencies and
community organizations to address numerous issues affecting our state's food security, such as
sustainability and economic growth. Through the coordination of efforts, and a singular focus
amongst these agencies; our state will be better to ensure that resources are properly utilized and
that policies are implemented to benefit all communities.

Additionally, the establishment of the food system specialist and policy analyst positions within
the Department of Agriculture is another vital component of this bill. These dedicated roles will
provide the necessary expertise and capacity to support the interagency working group and
ensure its effectiveness. These positions will be instrumental in developing and implementing
evidence-based policies that promote local food production, improve access to nutritious food,

The Food+ Policy internship develops student advocates who learn work skills while increasing civic
engagement to become emerging leaders. We focus on good food systems policy because we see the
importance and potential of the food system in combating climate change and increasing the health,
equity, and resiliency of Hawai‘i communities.

In 2025, the cohort of interns are undergraduate and graduate students and young professionals
working in the food system. They are a mix of traditional and nontraditional students, including parents
and veterans, who have backgrounds in education, farming, public health, nutrition, and Hawaiian
culture.


https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/AGR-SR111-Sust-Food-System-WG.pdf
https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/AGR-SR111-Sust-Food-System-WG.pdf
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reduce waste, and mitigate the impacts of climate change on our food system. They will also play
a key role in coordinating with stakeholders and community members to ensure that diverse
perspectives are considered in the decision-making process.

SB 1186 offers a concrete step in the right direction by creating the framework for a more
resilient, equitable, and sustainable food system for all of Hawaii's residents. I believe this bill
will significantly enhance our ability to achieve our state's sustainability goals and improve the
well-being of our communities.

I urge the committee to pass SB 1186. Thank you for your time and consideration.
Mahalo,

Lea iaea & the Food+ Policy Team
#fixourfoodsystem

The Food+ Policy internship develops student advocates who learn work skills while increasing civic
engagement to become emerging leaders. We focus on good food systems policy because we see the
importance and potential of the food system in combating climate change and increasing the health,
equity, and resiliency of Hawai‘i communities.

In 2025, the cohort of interns are undergraduate and graduate students and young professionals
working in the food system. They are a mix of traditional and nontraditional students, including parents
and veterans, who have backgrounds in education, farming, public health, nutrition, and Hawaiian
culture.
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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Senate Ways and
Means Committee,

The Hawai‘i Farmers Union is a 501(c)(5) agricultural advocacy nonprofit representing
a network of over 2,500 family farmers and their supporters across the Hawaiian
Islands. HFU supports SB1186.

SB1186 proposes the establishment of the Statewide Interagency Food Systems
Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems Working Group within the
Department of Agriculture. This initiative is vital for fostering a comprehensive and
integrated approach to enhancing Hawaii's food systems. By coordinating efforts
across various sectors, the bill aims to address inefficiencies and foster collaboration
that is essential for developing a resilient and sustainable agricultural environment in
Hawaii. Encouraging collaborative efforts through these bodies will provide the
necessary platform for stakeholders to align their resources, share valuable insights,
and strategize effectively towards strengthening Hawaii's food infrastructure.

The appropriation of funds and establishment of dedicated positions demonstrate a
commitment to sustaining these efforts for the long term. This financial backing is
crucial for successful implementation and for enabling the working group and
coordination team to carry out their mandates effectively. With a structured approach
to monitoring and evaluating progress through regular reports to the Legislature,
SB1186 ensures that strategic adjustments can be made in a timely manner.
Supporting this bill paves the way for a more synergized effort in enhancing food
security, promoting local agriculture, and ultimately supporting our local farmers and
communities in achieving a more sustainable food system for Hawaii.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.
Hunter Heaivilin

Advocacy Director
Hawai‘i Farmers Union
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TO: Committe on Ways and Means

FROM: HAWAII FOOD INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
Lauren Zirbel, Executive Director

DATE: February 12, 2025
TIME: 10:01am

RE: SB1186 SD1 Relating to Sustainable Food Systems
Position: Support

The Hawaii Food Industry Association is comprised of two hundred member companies
representing retailers, suppliers, producers, manufacturers and distributors of food and
beverage related products in the State of Hawaii.

HFIA is in support of this measure. As the measure notes, food insecurity in Hawaii is
alarmingly high, and there are many barriers that make it challenging for businesses that
wantto produce food locally. HFIA has long advocated for initiatives that will reduce food
insecurity; supported local food manufacturing and otherlocal businesses;and served as
the voice of Hawaii's food and beverage industry. We have high level understanding of
Hawaii’s food systems and industry expertise.

We are in agreement with this measure that “achieving a sustainable, resilient, and
equitable food system requires collaboration across state agencies, producers, retailers,
non-governmental organizations, and community members.”

Under Section 2 paragraph (c) the measure states that “The co-chairs may invite other
representatives of interested organizations with relevant experience and expertise to
participate in the interagency food systems working group, as necessary."
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We encourage the co-chairs to ensure that when they are inviting representatives of
interested organizations that members of the food and beverage industry in general, and

HFIA specifically are included. We encourage the Committee to pass this measure, and
we thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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SENATE BILL NO. 1186
RELATING TO RELATING TO SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS

Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 1186 establishing a
Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and Interagency Food Systems
Working Group within the Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture.

The following are just a few of the goals, mandates and visions we have for our local
food and agriculture system:

Ensure 50% of foods are local agriculture or valued-added/food products within key state
institutions by 2050 (Act 176, SLH 2021).

Farmers, ranchers, aquaculturists, and plant nursery growers experience reduced risk to
production, broaden local and export markets, and receive effective support to detect and
control pests (Hawai‘i Interagency Biosecurity Plan, Vision Section 1.1).

Double local food production by 2030 (Act 151, SLH 2019).

How are we currently coordinating a systematic effort to achieve them?

An Interagency Food Systems Working Group with “backbone” support from a coordination
team is essential to answer this question.

With high and increasing agricultural production costs — as well as local food costs — effective
and coordinated policy and action are critical to strengthening our economy, food system and
ensuring no residents face hunger, now or in times of natural disaster.

There are more than 25 similar state-level efforts across the U.S. as well as mulitple

food systems planning efforts led by our own counties. This bill will enable us to
coordinate our local efforts, while drawing lessons from innovations across the country.

O"ahu RC&D is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization, promoting responsible stewardship of our island resources.
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Our farmers, food producers, distributors and most importantly, residents, are depending on our efforts.

Mahalo nui for your consideration of this vital measure.

Sincerely,
Dave Elliott
Executive Director

O"ahu RC&D is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization, promoting responsible stewardship of our island resources.
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Testimony of the Hawai‘i Appleseed Center for Law and Economic Justice
Support for SB 1186 SD 1 — Relating to Sustainable Food Systems
Senate Committee on Ways and Means
Wednesday, February 12, 2025, at 10:01 AM

Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 1186 SD 1, which would establish
the Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and the Interagency Food Systems
Working Group within the Department of Agriculture (DOA).

Ensuring a healthy and sustainable food system requires the work of many stakeholders, including
farmers, food retailers, consumers, and community groups. Government agencies also have a critical
role to play. They regulate access to land and water, administer state and federal funding, and even
procure food for various programs.

It is long past time the state recognize the critical importance of coordinating these activities across the
various agencies involved. With every disaster that strikes, we witness the devastation to farmers on the
one hand, and are faced with the stark realities of household food insecurity on the other. While the
DOA is a critical player, they do not manage all of these roles, nor should they. However, establishing
this interagency food systems coordination team will be a huge step in streamlining all fo the various
government roles toward achieving the goal of a stronger and more resilient local food system.

This bill is a progressive and forward-thinking proposal that prioritizes government efficiency, public
health, and a strong local food economy. Thank you for your consideration.
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February 11, 2025

Subject: S.B. 1186 — Relating to Sustainable Food Systems
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the WAM Committee,

Hawaii Food+ Policy strongly supports S.B. 1186 because food security is not just a policy

issue—it’s a lifeline. Right now, one in three households in Hawaii struggles to put food on the
table, and in times of crisis, our communities are left vulnerable, with only 12% of households
prepared for emergencies. We cannot continue to rely on a fragile, import-dependent system.

S.B. 1186 creates a statewide interagency food systems coordination team to unite state
agencies, farmers, and community partners in building a stronger, more resilient local food
system. This isn’t just about policy—it's about making sure our keiki, kupuna, and families
always have access to fresh, local food.

By investing $944,100 to fund essential positions and coordination efforts, we are making a
long-overdue commitment to support local farmers, reduce food waste, and ensure no one in
Hawaii goes hungry. This bill is a step toward food independence, economic stability, and a
more sustainable future.

We urge you to pass S.B. 1186 and stand with the people of Hawaii in securing a future where
no one worries about their next meal.

Mahalo,

The Hawaii Food+ Policy Team

The Food+ Policy internship develops student advocates who learn work skills while increasing civic
engagement to become emerging leaders. We focus on good food systems policy because we see the
importance and potential of the food system in combating climate change and increasing the health,
equity, and resiliency of Hawai‘i communities.

In 2025, the cohort of interns are undergrads and graduate students from throughout the UH System.
They are a mix of traditional and nontraditional students, including parents and veterans, who have
backgrounds in education, farming, public health, nutrition, and Hawaiian culture.
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SB-1186-SD-1

Submitted on: 2/11/2025 12:58:00 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/12/2025 10:01:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Hawaii . i
Ronald Weidenbach Aquaculture and Support Written Testimony
) I Only
Aquaponics Association

Comments:

The HAAA supports he intent of SB1186, and if passed we would encourage the Co-Chairs to
invite a cross-section of the Hawaii agriculture industry to actively participate in this committee
process.

However, we question the listed compensation amounts for the three listed positions of which
two appear exceed the compensation of the referenced committee Co-chairs and members,

and compensation in the private sector for comparable responsibilities. These excees funds could
be better allocated and used to support the participation of industry members for travel,
compenstion of time, data analyses, and reporting.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of the intent of this measure, and to note
compensation concerns.
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SB-1186-SD-1

Submitted on: 2/10/2025 10:54:15 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/12/2025 10:01:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Climate Written Testimony
Ted Bohlen Protectors Hawaii Support Only
Comments:

Climate Protectors Hawaii SUPPORTS this bill.
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Submitted on: 2/11/2025 4:02:01 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/12/2025 10:01:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Kanalani Written Testimony
Ohana Farm Only

Colehour Bondera Support

Comments:

Aloha Chair and Committee Members:

Please support SB1186.

As a long-time small-scale farmer in Honaunau, it is critical from my perspective that Hawaii
and especially the HDOA recognize the importance of a sustainable food system and provide the

needed policies and mechanisms for support.

The farms in Hawaii historically produced all of the food needed for residents and visitors. There
was not a reliance on imported inputs.

Now the focus is on imports and exports and reliance on imported inputs.

Hawaii can and should recognize what worked in the past and what would make our islands
sustainable in terms of bypassing imports and instead working for things needed in fertilizer and
pest and disease control to be coming from the islands directly (which is viable at this time and
simply needs to be emphasized rather than subsidies provided towards un-needed imports.)

Thank you for your attention. Thank you for suporting this important piece of legislation
(SB1186).

Yours,
Colehour Bondera
KANALANI OHANA FARM

colemel2@gmail.com
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Submitted on: 2/11/2025 5:26:49 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/12/2025 10:01:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Ka Ohana O Written Testimony
Nancy Redfeather Na Pua Support Only
Comments:

A Statewide Interagency Food Systems Working Group and an Interagency Food Systems
Coordination Team would be excellent next steps that hopefully will gather consensus and create
statewide actions that will move policies foward in the real world. Considering how vulnerable
Hawai'i is in the current fragile and uncertain system of imported foods, now would be a good
time to focus on the realities of Hawaii's community food needs and the needs of Hawaii's
farmers and food producers.
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SB-1186-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/10/2025 8:39:34 PM
Testimony for WAM on 2/12/2025 10:01:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jayde Addison Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| support this measure.




SB-1186-SD-1
Submitted on: 2/11/2025 7:47:33 AM
Testimony for WAM on 2/12/2025 10:01:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alex Narrajos cORBY Individual Support ertteno'lr'ﬁ;nmony
Comments:

| am writing to support SB 1186, Relating to Sustainable Food Systems, which establishes a
Statewide Interagency Food Systems Coordination Team and Interagency Food Systems
Working Group within the Department of Agriculture

As a professional who has worked in the field of food systems in Hawai‘i for the last 7 years, 1
understand that this initiative is vitally important in breaking down silos, creating opportunities
for collaboration, and avoiding inefficiencies within Hawai‘i's food systems. While a plethora of
work is being done in each community and via each County, having statewide coordination is
necessary in encouraging collaborative efforts which will provide the necessary platform for
stakeholders to align their resources, share valuable insights,and strategize effectively towards
strengthening Hawai‘i's food infrastructure.

Thank you for allowing me to share my testimony and to the committee for considering SB
1186.

-Alex Narrajos Corby



Albie Miles, Ph.D.

2943 Kalakaua Ave. #103
Honolulu, Hi 96815
310-902-0531

2/11/25

Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair
Senator Sharon Y. Moriwaki, Vice Chair
Committee on Ways and Means

Hawai‘i State Legislature

415 South Beretania Street

Honolulu, HI 96813

Re: Strong Support for SB 1186 — Relating to Sustainable Food Systems

Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Moriwaki, and Members of the Committee on Ways and
Means,

As both a citizen and food system scholar, I am writing in strong support of SB 1186, which
advances food system planning as a critical tool for achieving Hawai‘i’s economic, cultural,
public health, and ecological goals. Food system planning is a structured, interdisciplinary
approach to developing resilient, equitable, and sustainable food systems that enhance food
security, economic development, and climate change adaptation. Given Hawai‘i’s geographic
isolation and dependence on food imports, a well-integrated, locally focused food system is
essential for reducing vulnerabilities and ensuring long-term sustainability.

Hawai‘i has made important strides in food system planning through the inter-agency Food
System Working Group, led by the Hawai‘i Department of Agriculture, the Office of Planning
and Sustainable Development, the Department of Health, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, and
grower organizations. Their report to the Legislature (available at: HDOA Report) outlines key
policy priorities and systemic challenges. However, additional resources and long-term

commitments are needed to implement a comprehensive, statewide food system strategy that
meets Hawai‘i’s economic, environmental, and public health needs.

Investing in food system planning will yield significant benefits for the state. The ongoing
challenges of chronic household food insecurity—currently aftecting 30% of Hawai‘i’s
residents—and high rates of diet-related illness disproportionately impacting Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islander communities underscore the urgency of action. The externalized costs of the
current food system—including healthcare expenditures related to diet-related disease,
environmental degradation, and economic losses due to the decline of local
agriculture—represent a substantial burden on state resources. Addressing these issues through


https://hdoa.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/AGR-SR111-Sust-Food-System-WG.pdf

coordinated food system planning will create long-term economic efficiencies and improve
public health outcomes.

Supporting SB 1186 will also position Hawai‘i as a leader in national food system
transformation. Michigan State University’s Center for Regional Food Systems is forming a
National Community of Practice for state-level food system planning (MSU CRFS National
CoP), and Hawai‘i has the opportunity to be an active participant in shaping national policy and
best practices. By formalizing food system planning efforts, Hawai‘i can strengthen its position
as an innovator in sustainable food systems, serving as a model for other states and island nations
seeking to enhance food security, climate resilience, and agricultural sustainability.

SB 1186 aligns with existing state mandates related to food and agriculture and will help realize
Hawai‘i’s long-term goals of economic self-sufficiency, environmental stewardship, and cultural
preservation. I urge you to support this critical legislation and provide the resources needed to
advance comprehensive, equity-centered food system planning across the state.

Mahalo for your leadership, time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Albie Miles, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Sustainable Community Food Systems, University of
Hawaii - West Oahu

Co-Director, Ke O Mau Center for Sustainable Island Food Systems, University of Hawaii
System

Chief Specialty Editor, Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, Social Movements Institutions
and Governance


https://sites.google.com/msu.edu/statefoodsystemsplans/national-cop#h.mypcu75azc27
https://sites.google.com/msu.edu/statefoodsystemsplans/national-cop#h.mypcu75azc27
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