
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS 
Ka ʻOihana ʻĀina Hoʻopulapula Hawaiʻi 

P. O. BOX 1879 
HONOLULU, HAWAII  96805 

 
TESTIMONY OF KALI WATSON, CHAIR   

HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION  
BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

HEARING ON JANUARY 31, 2025 AT 2:00PM IN CR 325 
  

HB 1090, RELATING TO COUNTY USER FEES 
   

January 30, 2025  
  

Aloha Chair Tarnas, Vice Chair Poepoe, and Members of the Committee: 
 

The Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) supports this bill which 
exempts the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands from county user fees, in the amount 
of $100,000 aggregate per year, and ensures county services to the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands for Hawaiian Home Lands. 

 
The cost savings by DHHL via exemption from county user fees, in the amount of 

$100,000 aggregate per year, could be used for infrastructure and housing needs for 
Hawaiian Home Lands. This legislative proposal was approved by the Hawaiian Homes 
Commission and included in the Governor’s Administrative Package. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of our testimony. 

JOSH GREEN, M.D.  
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF HAWAII 
Ke Kiaʻāina o ka Mokuʻāina ʻo 

Hawaiʻi 

 

 
 

   
   
   
 
 
   
  
 

KALI WATSON 
CHAIRPERSON, HHC 

Ka Luna Hoʻokele 
 
 
 
 KATIE L. LAMBERT 

DEPUTY TO THE CHAIR 
Ka Hope Luna Hoʻokele 

SYLVIA J. LUKE 
LT. GOVERNOR 

STATE OF HAWAII 
Ka Hope Kiaʻāina o ka Mokuʻāina 

ʻo Hawaiʻi 
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SUBJECT: MISCELLANEOUS; DHHL; Counties; User Fees; County Powers 

BILL NUMBER: HB 1090, SB 1409 

INTRODUCED BY: HB by NAKAMURA by request, SB by KOUCHI by request (Governor’s 

Package) 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Exempts the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands from county 

user fees, in the amount of $100,000 aggregate per year, and ensures county services to the 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands for Hawaiian Home Lands.  

SYNOPSIS:   Amends section 46-1.5(5)(E), HRS, county user fees charged or collected from the 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to create or maintain any stormwater management system 

or infrastructure shall not exceed $100,000 in the aggregate per year.  No services shall be denied 

to the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands under this subparagraph, from this amendment. 

Amends section 46-15.5(23)(D), HRS, rates collected from the Department of Home Lands for 

water supplied to consumers and for the use of sewers shall not exceed $100,000 in the aggregate 

per year.  No services shall be denied to the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands under this 

subparagraph, from this amendment. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon approval.  

STAFF COMMENTS:  This is an Administration bill sponsored by the Department of Hawaiian 

Home Lands and designated HHL-10 (25). 

This bill is, essentially, an unfunded mandate from a higher level of government to a lower one.  

Sometimes it sucks to be a county. 
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