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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

THE THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE 

REGULAR SESSION OF 2025 

 

COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY & HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

Rep. David A. Tarnas, Chair 

Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Vice Chair 

 

Rep. Della Au Belatti Rep. Gregg Takayama 

Rep. Elle Cochran Rep. Chris Todd 

Rep. Mark J. Hashem Rep. Diamond Garcia 

Rep. Kirstin Kahaloa Rep. Garner M. Shimizu 

Rep. Amy A. Perruso  

 

 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

DATE: Tuesday, February 11, 2025 

TIME: 2:00 p.m. 

PLACE: VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE 

Conference Room 325 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

 

 

 
Click here to submit testimony and to testify remotely or in person. 

 
A live stream link of all House Standing Committee meetings will be available online 

shortly before the scheduled start time. 
 

Click here for the live stream of this meeting via YouTube. 
  

 
 

A G E N D A 

 
HB 606, HD1 

(HSCR50) 

Status 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN 

HOMELANDS. 

Extends the Act 279 Special Fund to 6/30/2028.  Deposits funds into 

and appropriates funds out of the Act 279 Special Fund to eliminate its 

waitlist.  Requires the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to submit 

a strategic plan detailing the anticipated uses of the funds appropriated.  

Requires an annual report.  Sunsets 6/30/2028.  Effective 7/1/3000.  

(HD1) 

 

HSG, JHA, FIN 

HB 1086, HD1 

(HSCR51) 

Status 

RELATING TO HOUSING. 

Exempts any development of homestead lots or housing for the 

Department of Hawaiian Home Lands from general excise and use 

taxes.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

HSG, JHA, FIN 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/committeepage.aspx?comm=JHA&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/account/submittestimony.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvoLAX1ww3e63K8qQ5of0bw
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB606_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB606_HD1_HSCR50_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=606&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1086_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1086_HD1_HSCR51_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1086&year=2025
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HB 1307, HD1 

(HSCR227) 

Status 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME 

LANDS. 

Appropriates funds to the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands for 

water well development for geophysical investigation, exploration, and 

identification of geothermal resources on Hawaiian home lands.  

Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

EEP, JHA, FIN 

HB 1408, HD1 

(HSCR52) 

Status 

RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME 

LANDS. 

Allows the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands to utilize the 

Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund as collateral when the Department acts 

as an eligible borrower for a loan agreement under section 184A of the 

Housing and Community Development Act of 1992, as amended.  

Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

HSG, JHA, FIN 

HB 1088, HD1 

(HSCR41) 

Status 

RELATING TO SCHOOL IMPACT FEES. 

Exempts housing developed by the Department of Hawaiian Home 

Lands from school impact fees.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

EDN, JHA, FIN 

HB 1496, HD1 

(HSCR178) 

Status 

RELATING TO EDUCATION. 

Establishes the position of Ka Papahana Kaiapuni Program Complex 

Area Superintendent.  Requires that at least one at-large member of the 

Board of Education be a Hawaiian educator, practitioner, or scholar of 

Hawaiian studies or the Hawaiian language, to be selected from a list 

of three nominees submitted by the President of the Senate, Speaker of 

the House of Representatives, and Office of Hawaiian Affairs.  

Clarifies the purpose and objective of the Hawaiian Language Medium 

Education Program.  Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

EDN, JHA, FIN 

HB 616, HD1 

(HSCR177) 

Status 

RELATING TO THE SAFETY OF EDUCATIONAL WORKERS. 

Requires the Department of Education and public charter schools to 

take certain steps to report incidents of harassment and implement 

procedures for handling harassment of educational workers.  Effective 

7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

EDN, JHA, FIN 

HB 329, HD1 

(HSCR118) 

Status 

RELATING TO THE SCHOOL FACILITIES AUTHORITY. 

Clarifies that the School Facilities Authority is responsible for certain 

development, planning, and construction projects for prekindergarten, 

preschool, and child care facilities, as well as workforce housing.  

Authorizes the School Facilities Authority to develop workforce 

housing for teachers on land not owned by the Department of 

Education.  Allows the School Facilities Authority to use the 

Department of Education for certain recruitment and hiring 

responsibilities.  Allows the School Facilities Authority to partner with 

public and private development agencies to develop prekindergarten 

facilities.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

EDN, JHA, FIN 

HB 739, HD1 

(HSCR54) 

Status 

RELATING TO HOUSING. 

Establishes the Kamaaina Homes Program to provide funding to the 

counties to purchase voluntary deed restrictions from eligible 

homeowners or homebuyers.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

HSG, JHA, FIN 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1307_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1307_HD1_HSCR227_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1307&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1408_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1408_HD1_HSCR52_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1408&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1088_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1088_HD1_HSCR41_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1088&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1496_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1496_HD1_HSCR178_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1496&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB616_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB616_HD1_HSCR177_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=616&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB329_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB329_HD1_HSCR118_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=329&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB739_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB739_HD1_HSCR54_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=739&year=2025
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HB 745, HD1 

(HSCR219) 

Status 

RELATING TO BUILDING CODES. 

Beginning on the date the International Code Council 2024 suite of 

published codes is adopted as the Hawaii state building code, makes 

the most recent Hawaii state building codes adopted by the state 

building code council supersede all existing county building codes and 

thereafter allows counties to amend the Hawaii state building code as it 

applies within their jurisdiction.  Repeals the counties' authority to 

adopt, amend, and update the Hawaii state building codes for their 

respective county building codes.  Effective 1/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

HSG, JHA, FIN 

HB 1433, HD1 

(HSCR121) 

Status 

RELATING TO EVICTION MEDIATION. 

Beginning 2/5/2026, extends the period for a notice of termination of a 

rental agreement; requires landlords to engage in mediation and delay 

filing an action for summary possession if a tenant schedules or 

attempts to schedule mediation; and requires landlords to provide 

specific information in the 10-calendar-day notice to tenants.  

Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/3000.  Repeals 2/4/2027.  (HD1) 

 

CPC, JHA, FIN 

HB 175, HD1 

(HSCR55) 

Status 

RELATING TO PROPERTY MAINTENANCE. 

Requires owners or lessees of real property to maintain their property 

and establish penalties for failure to do so.  Allows for exceptions.  

Requires DOA to establish rules for the enforcement and collection of 

fines for violations relating to the proliferation of invasive species.  

Requires the Office of the State Fire Marshal to adopt rules for the 

enforcement and collection of fines for violations relating to the 

prevention of wildfires and other public safety hazards.  Effective 

7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

WAL, JHA, FIN 

HB 1449, HD1 

(HSCR83) 

Status 

RELATING TO PLANT CARE COMPONENTS. 

Authorizes the Department of Agriculture to adopt rules and 

establishes administrative penalties to establish and enforce the plant 

care component program.  Appropriates funds and establishes positions 

for purposes of the plant care component program.  Effective 7/1/3000.  

(HD1) 

 

AGR, JHA, FIN 

HB 427, HD1 

(HSCR85) 

Status 

RELATING TO BIOSECURITY. 

Part I:  Renames the Department of Agriculture to the "Department of 

Agriculture and Biosecurity".  Renames the Board of Agriculture to the 

"Board of Agriculture and Biosecurity".  Part II:  Establishes and 

appropriates funds for a Deputy Director of Biosecurity.  Part III:  

Changes references to the plant and animal declaration form to the 

"biosecurity form".  Part IV:  Authorizes and specifies conditions 

under which the Department of Agriculture and Biosecurity may 

declare a biosecurity emergency, during which the Department and 

Governor may take certain actions to prevent the establishment or 

spread of pests and prohibited or restricted organisms.  Broadens the 

objectives and general actions of the Biosecurity Program.  Part V:  

Appropriates funds for positions for the Department of Agriculture and 

Biosecurity.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

AGR, JHA, FIN 

HB 498, HD1 

(HSCR82) 

Status 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL CRIMES. 

Establishes the Hawaii Agricultural Crimes Council.  Expands the 

duties of the Department of Agriculture to collaborate with and support 

the Council.  Establishes the Agricultural Enforcement Special Fund.  

Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

AGR, JHA, FIN 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB745_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB745_HD1_HSCR219_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=745&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1433_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1433_HD1_HSCR121_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1433&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB175_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB175_HD1_HSCR55_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=175&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1449_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1449_HD1_HSCR83_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1449&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB427_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB427_HD1_HSCR85_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=427&year=2025
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB498_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB498_HD1_HSCR82_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=498&year=2025
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HB 1064, HD1 

(HSCR245) 

Status 

RELATING TO FIRE PROTECTION. 

Effectuates the recommendations of the "Phase 3" Forward-Looking 

Report by Fire Safety Research Institute on the August 2023 Maui 

wildfires and further clarifies the role of the State Fire Marshal.  

Appropriates funds.  Effective 7/1/3000.  (HD1) 

 

PBS, JHA, FIN 

   

 

DECISION MAKING TO FOLLOW 

 

Persons wishing to offer comments should submit testimony at least 24 hours prior to the hearing.  Testimony received after 

this time will be stamped late and left to the discretion of the chair to consider.  While every effort will be made to 

incorporate all testimony received, materials received on the day of the hearing or improperly identified or directed, may not 

be processed. 

 

Testimony submitted will be placed on the legislative website.  This public posting of testimony on the website should be 

considered when including personal information in your testimony. 

 

The chair may institute a per-testifier time limit. 

 

Committees meeting in the morning must adjourn prior to the day's Floor Session.  Therefore, due to time constraints, not all 

testifiers may be provided an opportunity to offer verbal comments.  However, written submissions will be considered by the 

committee. 

 

Please refrain from profanity or uncivil behavior.  Violations may result in ejection from the hearing without the ability to 

rejoin. 

 

For remote testifiers, the House will not be responsible for bad connections on the testifier's end. 

 

For general help navigating the committee hearing process, please contact the Public Access Room at (808) 587-0478 or 

par@capitol.hawaii.gov. 

 

The livestream and/or cable TV broadcast of this meeting will include closed captioning.  If you need an auxiliary aid/service 

or other accommodation (including oral, written, or ASL interpretive services) or are unable to submit testimony via the 

website due to a disability, please contact the committee clerk at (808) 586-6325. Requests made as early as possible have a 

greater likelihood of being fulfilled. 

 

Click here for a complete list of House Guidelines for remote testimony. 

 

FOR AMENDED NOTICES:  Measures that have been deleted are stricken through and measures that have been added are 

bolded. 

 

For more information, please contact the Committee Clerk at (808) 586-6325. 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Rep. David A. Tarnas 

Chair 

 

 

 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/Bills/HB1064_HD1_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2025/CommReports/HB1064_HD1_HSCR245_.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1064&year=2025
mailto:par@capitol.hawaii.gov
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/RemoteTestimonyHouseGuidelines.pdf

