
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB12 , 2025

RE: H.B. No. 715
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Health, to which was referred H.B. No. 715
entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO VITAL STATISTICS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Health to issue a certificate
of stillbirth upon request of the parent or parents
named on a fetal death certificate issued in a case of a
stillbirth; and

(2) Appropriate funds for the Department of Health to modify
the fetal death reporting system, certificate ordering
system, and retaining of personnel necessary to
implement this measure.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs; Elizabeth Kahanu
Hawaiian Civic Club; Moku o Manokalanipo, The Kaua’i Council of the
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs; and two individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Department of
Health and Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates - Hawai’i.
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Your Committee finds that the loss of a baby due to
stillbirth remains a sad reality for many families and can take a
serious toll on a family’s health and well-being. A certificate
acknowledging a stillbirth can be a meaningful part of the
grieving and healing process.

Your Committee has heard the concerns raised in testimony by
the Department of Health, that this measure creates a new vital
record that may conflict with existing statutes and may create
unintended consequences relating to reproductive health and access
to abortions. Your Committee appreciates these concerns and
believes that an appropriate alternative would be to authorize the
Department of Health to issue a commemorative certificate, which
has no legal standing and would not conflict with the United
States Standard of Certificates of Birth, Death, and Fetal Death.

Accordingly, your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting its substantive contents requiring the issuance
of certificates of stillbirth and appropriating funds,
and inserting language that:

(A) Authorizes the Department of Health to issue
commemorative certificates of stillbirth, subject
to certain conditions;

(B) Establishes an unspecified amount of fees for
commemorative certificates of stillbirth, to be
deposited into the Vital Statistics Improvement
Special Fund;

(C) Specifies that a commemorative certificate of
stillbirth shall not be prima facie evidence of
facts and has no valid legal standing as a bona
fide government record and requires a disclaimer on
the back of the commemorative certificate
indicating the same; and

(D) Amends the purpose of the Vital Statistics
Improvement Special Fund to accept fees remitted
from issuance of commemorative certificates of
stillbirth;
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(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Health that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
715, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading
in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 715, H.D. 1, and be
referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Health,

GROG ~cUYAMA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Health

Bill/Resolution No. I Committee Referral

fr~ 71~ j~-L~7, i~/AJ
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) ‘~‘)~t’ Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HLT Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)
~

~

2. KEOHOKAPU-LEE LOY, Sue L. (VC)
~

~
3. AMATO, Terez

~
4. CHUN, Cory M.

-~

5. MARTEN, Lisa

~

6. OLDS, Ikaika •3(
~

7. TAKENOUCHI, Jenna

~

8. ALCOS III, David

9. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (9)

The recommendation is: ~~%Adopted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Comm Duplicate (Yellow) — ef 0 ice Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


