
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 06 , 2025

RE: H.P. No. 640
H.D. 1

Honorable Nadine K. Nakamura
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Third State Legislature
Regular Session of 2025
State of Hawaii

Madame:

Your Committee on Legislative Management, to which was
referred H.B. No. 640 entitled:

“A PILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CHILD WELFARE,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require and appropriate funds for specialized training
for all employees of the Office of the Ombudsman to
develop relevant expertise relating to the child welfare
system;

(2) Require the Office of the Ombudsman to publish a
quarterly report on its website that identifies the
number and nature of complaints that it receives
regarding the Child Welfare Services Branch of the
Department of Human Services; and

(3) Require the Child Welfare Services Branch to notify
birth families, children, and resource caregivers that
they can file a complaint with the Office of the
Ombudsman.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Coalition for Child Protective Reform; Malama
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‘Ohana Working Group; arid two individuals. Your Committee received
comments on this measure from the Department of Human Services and
Office of the Ombudsman.

Your Committee finds that the Malama Ohana Working Group,
established by Act 86, Session Laws of Hawaii 2023, developed
recommendations to create a trauma—informed, community-based child
welfare system that better supports children and families. Among
these recommendations was the need for an independent method to
resolve complaints related to the child welfare system. While the
Office of the Ombudsman currently serves this role, greater
awareness and specialized expertise are needed to ensure effective
oversight. This measure mandates reporting on child welfare-
related complaints and directsthe Child Welfare Services Branch
to inform families and caregivers of their right to file
complaints.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting language that would have required and
appropriated funds for specialized training for all
employees of the Office of the Ombudsman to develop
relevant expertise;

(2) Clarifying the nature of complaints that must be
published on the Office of the OmbudsmanTs website; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Legislative Management that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 640, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 640, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Legislative
Management,

DANIEL HOLT, Chair



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-third Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Legislative Management

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~‘9O LM~ts41fiN
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) ~‘Pass, with amendments (HD) C Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LMG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. HOLT, Daniel (C)
-~-

2. QUINLAN, Sean (VC)
~

3. ICHIYAMA, Linda ‘-“

4. MORIKAWA, Dee

~
5. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

TOTAL (5) c)
The recommendation is: ~7Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HIVISO


