SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:29:29 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Testifying for Hawaii Written Testimony
Kainoa Kaku Rifle Association Oppose Only
Comments:

To the Members of the Hawaii Legislature,

| am Kainoa Kaku, President of the Hawaii Rifle Association. | write to strongly oppose Senate
Bill 3196. This bill, in its current form, represents a substantial infringement on the rights
protected by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution.

The Second Amendment guarantees the right of the people to keep and bear arms, a principle
upheld in several recent court decisions. In District of Columbia v. Heller (2008) and McDonald
v. City of Chicago (2010), the Supreme Court affirmed the individual's right to possess firearms
for traditionally lawful purposes, including self-defense within the home. More recently, in
NYSRPA v. Bruen (2022), the Court emphasized that laws restricting this right must be
consistent with historical understanding of the Second Amendment.

SB 3196 proposes sweeping bans and restrictions on a broad range of firearms and accessories,
many of which are commonly used for lawful purposes, including self-defense, hunting, and
recreational shooting. The bill’s expansive definitions and prohibitions on widely owned
firearms directly conflict with the principles set forth in the aforementioned rulings.

Furthermore, the bill fails to adequately consider the implications for law-abiding citizens who
responsibly use these firearms. The measures proposed are not narrowly tailored to address
specific criminal activities but instead broadly penalize all citizens, thereby undermining the
constitutional right to bear arms.

Given these considerations and the recent judicial affirmations of Second Amendment rights, |
urge you to reconsider and oppose SB 3196 in its current form. We must seek solutions that
effectively address violence without infringing upon the constitutional rights of law-abiding
citizens.

Respectfully,

Kainoa Kaku
President, Hawaii Rifle Association



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:04:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Volcano Written Testimony
Joshua Naggs Neighborhood Watch Oppose Only
Comments:

Several months ago, a member of our community was sexually assalted in her home by a serial
violent felon for an hour before police were able to arrive on scene. After the publicized incident,
a crime spree occured in our small community when island theives learned that it takes 45
minutes for police to respond at this location.

When considering what you feel is "enough” for a citizen to protect themself for evil, we of the
Volcano Neighborhood Watch ask that you consider remote rural communities with no timely
police protection. Laws that have already been overruled in higher courts will be overturned after
expensive legal battles and the temporary effect will be disarming the least dangerous groups
while empowering the most dangerous.

Thank you for you time.



SB-3196
Submltted on: 2/18/2024 11:41:24 AM

Testimony for Measure
SB-2342 SD-1 -

Comments:
To the Tyrants who introduced this bill and the minority who suport it,,
The strong opposition to this bill over those who support it is overwhelming yet it still passes? If

this unconstitutional bill passes you will be putting hard working Americans out of business and
out of patience. We the people will not stand for this, please do better.


Text Box
Testimony for Measure
SB-2342 SD-1


SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 7:11:33 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Indivisible Written Testimony
Darlene Hawaii Healthcare Team Support Only
Comments:

We support bills that offer greater gun safety for the health of the people.




Opposing Testimony: Regarding Bill SB3196

Honorable Members of the Committee,

| appreciate the opportunity to testify today regarding Bill 3196, which proposes amendments to the
prohibition on certain firearms. While | understand the intent behind this legislation, | strongly oppose its
passage for several reasons.

First and foremost, the proposed bill threatens the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Second
Amendment of the United States Constitution. The right to bear arms is a cornerstone of our democracy,
essential for self-defense, hunting, and safeguarding against tyranny. Any attempt to restrict law-abiding
citizens' access to firearms undermines this constitutional right.

Furthermore, the definitions used in the bill to classify certain firearms as "assault weapons" are overly broad
and lack clarity. This ambiguity could lead to the unintended consequences of penalizing responsible gun
owners who use firearms for legitimate purposes such as sport shooting or hunting. Banning firearms based
on cosmetic features or arbitrary criteria does little to enhance public safety and only serves to infringe
upon the rights of law-abiding citizens.

Additionally, there are significant concerns regarding the efficacy of bans on specific types of firearms in
reducing crime. History has shown us that such measures often fail to address the root causes of violence
and disproportionately burden law-abiding citizens without deterring criminals who obtain firearms
through illegal means.

Enforcing the proposed bans would pose significant challenges for law enforcement agencies and strain
already limited resources. Prohibiting the sale or transfer of certain firearms would create a black market,
driving lawful commerce underground and making it more difficult to track firearms in circulation.

Instead of pursuing restrictive measures that target law-abiding citizens, | urge policymakers to focus on
evidence-based solutions to address the complex issue of gun violence. This includes strengthening mental
health services, improving background check systems, and targeting illegal firearms trafficking through
enhanced enforcement efforts.

In conclusion, | respectfully urge you to oppose Bill 3196 and consider alternative approaches that respect
our constitutional rights while effectively addressing the underlying factors contributing to gun violence.

Thank you for considering my testimony.
Sincerely,

Marko Mijuskovic
Firearms International, LLC



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:49:42 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Hawaii Written Testimony

Shaun coleman X o
firearms coalition Only

Oppose

Comments:

Aloha my name is shaun coleman I'm a member of hawaii firearms coalition also a law abiding
citizen & hunter. I just want to say | oppose bill SB3196 alot of hunters rely on semi automatics
for quick follow up shots so the animals don't suffer with single bolt action rifles it takes way to
long for the follow up shot the animals end up suffering longer sometimes even run out of site
wounded and end up dying far away where it becomes a lost, On the other hand the prohibition
on semi automatic rifles ownership is unconstitutional | read an article about this same issue that
u.s district judge Roger benitez ruled that California's law banning so-called "assault weapons”
violates the constitutional right to keep and bear arms | also believe that when all of you got in
office you took that oath to solemly swear to support and defend the constitution of the united
states against all enemies foreign and domestic etc im letting all of you know we're not the
enemy's we are law abiding u.s citizens that's upholding our constitution the same as you all
should be mahalo for taking the time to hear me and the rest us out aloha.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 9:36:51 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Puuloa Rifle Written Testimony
and Pistol Club Only

Rudolph Pangelinan Oppose

Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196. Several factors involved here. It is unconstitutional to the 2nd
amendment and passing SB3196 will frivilously waste our tax payer money for lawsuits that will
shortly be forthcoming if approved Use this money instead to help mental heatlth issues and
addtional law enforcement program that deter criminals. Criminals will not follow this law and
all the previouly passed laws that impose restrictions to the law abiding citizens of

Hawaii. Good citizens follow the laws of this State, criminals will not. By passing this bill, you
will now make me a criminal based on the language written??

Punish the criminals and not the law abiding citizens.

Thanks - Rudolph Pangelinan




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:18:43 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lisa Gibson Testifying for Indivisible Support Written Testimony
Hawall Only
Comments:

STONG SUPPORT

Recent polls have shown that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun
safety laws. Banning assault rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they
are designed to be capable of mass killing. Their potential for mass murder far outweighs
any plausible use for hunting, recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is created, the
sooner we can start reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity
magazines in Hawai’i.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:50:37 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Honolulu Written Testimony
Sporting Goods, LLC Only

William Hawkins Oppose

Comments:
| write to vehemently oppose Senate Bill 3196.

This bill, in its current form, represents a substantial, unlawful, and reprehensible infringement
on the rights protected by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution. The Second
Amendment guarantees the right of the people to keep and bear arms, a principle upheld in
several recent court decisions. In District of Columbia v. Heller (2008) and McDonald v. City of
Chicago (2010), the Supreme Court affirmed the individual's right to possess firearms for
traditionally lawful purposes, including self-defense within the home. More recently, in
NYSRPA v. Bruen (2022), the Court emphasized that laws restricting this right must be
consistent with historical understanding of the Second Amendment.

The bill will ban the most commonly used firearms kept by law abiding citizens, who are also
voters. The banning of these firearms will not cause crime to drop, instead, it will transform law
abiding citizens into criminals overnight, as well as preventing them from protecting themselves,
their families, businesses and each other. Any ban, whether rifle, pistol, or magazines, is a direct
attack on the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution, and “shall not be
infringed...”

SB 3196 proposes sweeping bans and restrictions on a broad range of firearms and accessories,
many of which are commonly used for lawful purposes, including self-defense, hunting, and
recreational shooting. The bill’s expansive definitions and prohibitions on widely owned
firearms directly conflict with the principles set forth in the aforementioned rulings. Furthermore,
the bill fails to adequately consider the implications for law-abiding citizens who responsibly use
these firearms. The measures proposed are not narrowly tailored to address specific criminal
activities but instead broadly penalize all citizens, thereby undermining the constitutional right to
bear arms. Given these considerations and the recent judicial affirmations of Second Amendment
rights, | urge you to reconsider and oppose SB 3196 in its current form. We must seek solutions
that effectively address violence without infringing upon the constitutional rights of law-abiding
citizens.

From a business perspective, this is devastating to many small business in Hawaii. This ban will
in effect remove much of our business as a great deal of it is in fact, dealing with the most
popular and widely owned firearms in the United States. As gunsmiths, much of our business is
not only manufacturing, but repairing and maintaining firearms of all kinds in sound working
order to enhance safety and prevent accidents due to lack of maintenance.



The features listed are nearly all modern features on nearly all modern firearms. As well as
nearly every rifle in our inventory including many traditional hunting rifles. This bill would
seemingly ban over 90% of our inventory. A large number of our pistols would be included in
this as well. As well as a large majority of associated accessories.

As law-abiding citizens and voters, instead of wasting tax payer money on defending the slew of
lawsuits that will follow the potential passing of this bill, how about the legislators tackle the real
root cause of the crimes this bill is intended to thwart. Create and pass laws that put the onus
where it belongs, on law makers to ensure that passed laws are upheld and properly prosecuted.
For far too long the Hawaii justice system has taken a soft stance on both prosecution and
incarceration of those charged with violent crimes. Case in point, Sidney Tafokitau, a known
life-long felon, was able to obtain a firearm, despite being a prohibited person who was out on
bail. “Court records show a long criminal history for Tafokitau, including a 20-year prison
sentence for robbery and convictions for gun crimes. In November, he pleaded not guilty to a
slew of firearms charges, including possessing a firearm as a felon. He was out on $75,000 bail,
which had been reduced from $150,000.” (usnews.com, 2024). Additionally in the same article it
states that “In mid-December, Honolulu police asked for the public's help in locating Tafokitau,
called him armed and dangerous, and said he committed a shooting and stabbing.” Instead of
violating the right of those who are law-abiding, the focus should be on keeping felons
incarcerated, and expanding mental health across the state and working towards solving the
exploding homeless population. There are far more important issues that require attention than
that of stripping the constitutional rights and subsequent disarmament of the law-abiding citizens
of the State of Hawaii.

References:

Associated Press. (2024). Felon Used Unregistered Rifle in New Year’s Chase

and Shootout With Honolulu Police, Records Show.
USNEWS.COM. https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2024-01-03/felon-used-
unregistered-rifle-in-new-years-chase-and-shootout-with-honolulu-police-records-show
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Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:30:37 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By

Organization

Testifier Position

Testify

Doris Matsunaga

Testifying for North
Hawaii Community
Action Network

Support

Written Testimony
Only

Comments:

North Hawaii Community Action Network supports SB3196




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 5:48:40 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Red Letter Written Testimony

Craig Kashiwali Industries Only

Oppose

Comments:

| oppose this as it infringes on my Constitutional rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:25:09 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for SDM i i
Mery Ann Luna Training Group / Bows 'N Oppose Wfltteno'lr'ﬁ;tlmony
Bullets

Comments:

Aloha, my name is Mery Ann Luna and I’m the president of SDM Training Group and
founder of Bows ‘n Bullets. We specialize in self-defense education and training.

| OPPOSE bill SB3196!

I understand that you are faced with predicaments due to recent events, however, this is
not the way to go about it. I cannot stress enough how this bill will impact negatively for
our women and children. Criminals will prevail and law abiding citizens will be defeated.
Our system needs to do better, we need to do better for the sake of our children. Do NOT
pass this bill. I oppose this bill and hope we can work together on the root of the issue. |
invite you to learn why many of us are fighting to keep our right to defend and protect
ourselves and our loved ones. This Aloha Spirit you believe is slowly fading away. Born and
raised in Hawaii, my heart aches knowing that. Time has changed and so have I. My
motherly instincts have pushed forward and I will stand in the front line with ALL means
necessary to protect you and everyone from harm. This is my Aloha Spirit that | share with
you.

I started my journey with the question of, “who will protect my family if my husband is
down?” We need to continue empowering our women to learn how to defend themselves
and their loved ones in any means necessary. As a woman, this bill makes me feel hopeless,
uneducated, and untrustworthy. I am able to maneuver my way out should | be grabbed
from behind. I am able to defend myself should I be attacked with a knife. | am able to use
pepper spray and a taser should | be faced with danger heading towards me. And lastly |
am able to handle firearms safely should there be a need for it. Because of this, I strongly
believe every woman should know this as well. Every situation will be different and we
should not be disabled from reacting the best way possible. This bill will hinder the women
of this state to stand by the men and our country to defend because you took this right
from us.



I would also like to touch on our children. Many families hunt for their food.This ban will
take that away from them. Parents teach their young how to hunt, clean and cook to
survive this economy. Responsible law abiding parents provide these skills because they
will not live forever. | stand by educating our young on safe firearm handling because |
know I will not live longer than them. It's a skill I want my kids to have should they be
forced to defend their family, their country and themselves.

Banning semi-auto firearms (assault weapons as you call them) will not stop the gun
violence you see today. Criminals will find a way illegally to obtain firearms as they have
proven over and over again. I truly believe we need to look into mental health issues, lack
of education, drugs, and low income situations which all lead to some form of criminal
behavior. In order for a tree to grow, we need to provide its roots the proper environment
so it has a solid foundation. If we don’t tackle the root of criminal behaviors, we will leave
our children to face a world of chaos.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 6:27:29 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By

Organization

Testifier Position

Testify

Connie Mitchell

Testifying for IHS, The
Institute for Human
Services, Inc.

Support

Written Testimony
Only

Comments:

On behalf of the IHS, the Institute for Human Services, | write in full support of SB3196. IHS
serves scores of very vulnerable people experiencing homelessness in our shelters and those

unsheltered on our streets.

Assault firearms have no place in the hands of private citizens. Too many inmocent people have
already become victims of these weapons across our nation.




L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS’

Committee on Judiciary
Chair Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair Mike Gabbard

Friday, February 23, 2024 9:30 am Room 016 & Videoconference
SB3196 — RELATING TO FIREARMS

TESTIMONY
Beppie Shapiro, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii strongly supports SB3196, which amends
the prohibition on certain assault weapons to include assault rifles, assault
shotguns, .50 caliber rifles, and assault weapon attachments; prohibits persons
from bringing or causing to be brought into the State an assault rifle or assault
shotgun; prohibits the sale or transfer of an assault rifle or assault shotgun in the
State, unless the assault rifle or assault shotgun is sold or transferred to an
authorized individual; creates exceptions for the acquisition and possession of
prohibited firearms for members of law enforcement and the military and makes
other restrictions on various types of pistols.

The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the proliferation of
handguns and semi-automatic assault weapons in the United States is a major health
and safety threat to its citizens. The League supports strong federal measures to limit
the accessibility and regulate the ownership of these weapons by private citizens. The
League supports regulating firearms for consumer safety.

We in Hawaii have traditionally been protected by state gun laws which have
necessarily but unfortunately been revised to accord with a SCOTUS decision. It
behooves us to strengthen our laws restricting guns as quickly as possible to protect our
residents and visitors.

Please pass SB3196.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HAWAII
P.O. Box 235026 ¢ Honolulu, HI 96823
Voicemail 808.377.6727 & my.lwv.org/hawaii ¢ voters@Ilwvhi.org



mailto:my.lwv.org/hawaii

Members of the Judiciary Committee,

On behalf of National Association for Gun Rights members and supporters
in the state of Hawaii, | submit this testimony to oppose SB 3196.

Besides this bill being a clear violation of Second Amendment rights, there
are specific issues that make this piece of legislation dangerous to
law-abiding gun owners and leaves it open to interpretation and abuse.

Many of the types of firearms in this bill include commonly owned rifles and
shotguns, as well as an expanded prohibition on certain pistols with
detachable magazines.

With thousands of adults in Hawaii owning firearms, by passing this bill the
Hawaii legislature is complicit with criminalizing most of those law-abiding
citizens for exercising a God-given right.

Inclusive with the poor wording and descriptions presented, the ban on
so-called “features” of a firearm is widely expansive and, being left up to
interpretation, only fuels gun owners' fears and makes law enforcement’s
job much harder.

The argument for the necessity of SB 3196 is unfounded when considering
that Hawaii has a homicide rate of only 1.1 per 100,000. In fact, this low
homicide rate is precisely thanks to the availability of firearms to
law-abiding citizens. These restrictions on gun ownership and transfers are
simply not warranted.

While we understand that the Hawaii Supreme Court has rebuked the
Bruen decision, we would like to respectfully point out that the ‘Spirit of
Aloha’ does not have a legitimate legal standing anywhere on God’s green
earth.

Also, when it comes to committing heinous crimes and perpetrating
violence, criminals do not abide by the “Spirit of Aloha.”



Need we remind you that Hawaii is a member of the United States of
America, not a foreign nation. You will abide by our Constitution and
respect our rights. If not, you are more than welcome to introduce a
Resolution to secede from the Union.

Overall, SB 3196 is not only unnecessary, but also harmful to law-abiding
gun owners. | urge the legislature to reject this bill and adhere to the
Second Amendment, not some arbitrary feel good statement of principles.

We at National Association for Gun Rights will keep our members informed
of your decisions.



TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF S.B. 3196 RELATED TO FIREARMS

To: Chair Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair Mike Gabbard, and Members of the Committee

From: The Hawai'i Friends of Civil Rights
Co-Chairs Amy Agbayani and Pat McManaman

The Hawai‘i Friends of Civil Rights works to achieve equity, justice, and inclusion, uphold civil
rights, and eliminate discrimination. We stand in Strong Support of SB 3196 and believe it is
imperative to expand Hawai’i’s existing ban on assault pistols to include all assault weapons.

Assault weapons are designed for one purpose: to inflict maximum harm in a short amount of
time. Their high rate of fire and large magazine capacity maximize their potential for lethality
in the hands of individuals intent on causing mass casualties. We have witnessed too many
tragic incidents across our nation where these weapons have been used to attack school children,
university students, worshippers, and other innocent persons. These tragic incidents result in the
loss of life and irreparable damage to families and their communities.

Recently, in State v Wilson, SCAP-22-000056 (2024), Justice Todd Eddings wrote for a
unanimous Hawai’i State Supreme Court:

The spirit of Aloha clashes with a federally mandated lifestyle that lets
citizens walk around with deadly weapons during day-to-day activities.... A
government by the people works. Hawai‘i’s legislative branch has passed
sensible fircarms laws. And Hawai‘i’s executive branch has enforced
those laws. The most recent available data from the Centers for Disease
Control shows that Hawai‘i has the nation’s second-lowest rate of gun deaths
per year.

Expanding Hawai’1’s ban against assault weapons will preserve Hawai’1’s status as a safe place to

live and visit.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/20/2024 10:01:37 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Pu'uloa Written Testimony
Jerry Yuen Rifle and Pistol Club Oppose Only

Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196. This bill will have no effect on criminals and their ability to acquire
guns. This is simply illustrated by the amount of illegal aerial fireworks that light up our skies.

This bill is unconstitutional. It violates the Heller, and Bruen decisions of the SCOTUS.

This bill will outlaw 90 percent of the rifles used by my club for practice and competition. These
are the rifles that are used in annual US National Matches.

This bill relies on sensationalism instead of science. The use of the descriptions “assault rifle”
and “high capacity” is disingenuous. Assault is an action. An object cannot assault on its own.
“High Capacity” is an ambiguous term used for any magazine over 10 rounds in capacity. There
are many firearms that were originally designed to hold more than 10 rounds. It criminalizes
parts or accessories that appear “scary” cosmetically. It seeks to ban .50 caliber rifles without
any valid justification. | have yet to hear of a crime that was committed with a .50 caliber rifle.

This bill will criminalize current legal firearms owners. Ten of thousands of current legal
firearms in Hawaii will become illegal if passed. This will either result in overwhelming the
police department’s capacity for cataloging, storing, and disposal of surrendered firearms and
parts, or flooding the black market with thousands of firearms and parts deemed illegal by this
law.

This bill will be challenged in court and will cost the taxpayers of Hawaii money. The history of
current firearms litigation has shown that these types of laws have been successfully challenged
in court resulting in substantial losses.

The solution to the reduction of gun crimes is to punish the criminals and not penalize the legal
gun owner. Most of the violent gun crime is caused by persons with a known criminal history.
Take those people off the streets and keep them locked up and crime will go down.

Jerry Yuen

President Pu'uloa Rifle and Pistol Club



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/20/2024 9:44:49 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for Written Testimony
Epowersports Only

colby sakumoto Oppose

Comments:

Epowersports
Honolulu, Hawai‘i

Epowersports is a retail seller of air-soft guns and related accessories in Hawai‘i. We oppose
SB3196.

As currently written, the effect of SB3196 would create a significant and unnecessary economic
hardship on our company and all in the firearms industry.

As it is currently written, SB3196 would impose a prohibition of "assault weapon attachments"
this term is vague and may criminalize law abiding retailers of replica firearms such as
Epowersports.

As a local business that has been operating for 20 years, Epowersports employs many young
adults, this includes military veterans. Our store serves as a stepping stone for those transitioning
back to civilian life. If the proposed ruling in SB3196 become law, many small business such as
ourselves will be forced to shutter our doors. Job opportunities will be lost.

Epowersports has always advocated for the safe and responsible handling of firearms. At least
once a month, our store holds a class called FAB Fridays (First Time And Beginners Friday) we
use this class to educate the public on safe and proper air-soft gun handling. Although the
platform we use to teach is air-soft, we constantly stress that the same responsibilities and safety
rules apply to traditional firearms. The majority of participants in FAB Friday are teenagers,
many have never handled firearms. By the end of a three hour class, these participants are able to
demonstrate safe and competent gun handling, they are instilled with the knowledge of what it
means to be a responsible person handling a gun. It is our belief that gun safety can be achieved
through education, rather than restrictions.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/20/2024 4:28:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. Testifying for Hui Malama Written Testimony
llima DeCosta Pono Hawaii Foundation Support Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Gabbard and Members of the Committee.

Mahalo for your tireless efforts to maintain public safety and for this opportunity to testify in
strong support of SB 3196.

I am a survivor of gun violence, my daughter, Elizabeth, will never raise her son or testify before
any elected officials. Because gun violence has so devastated me and my family, | appreciate
each and every effort to prevent gun violence from impacting other local families.

SB 3196 intends to amend the definition of an assault weapon to include rifles, shotguns and
other long rifles, such as AR-15s, which have reportedly been used in most mass shootings on
the continent.

As Justice Eddins pointed out in a recent Hawai‘i Supreme Court decision, the Second
Amendment does not give Hawai’i residents or visitors wide berth to carry guns in the
community, and reasonable rules are necessary to maintain our public health and safety
standards.

SB 3196 is a big step toward clarifying the rules and reinforcing community standards.
Passage of SB 3196 means that Hawai’i will finally close legal loopholes that exist - despite the
current ban on assault weapons - by amending the current definition of what constitutes an

assault weapon to include long rifles.

Hawai’i has long had a history of maintaining commonsense rules and laws, and passage of SB
3196 reinforces this commitment to maintaining public health and safety.

Mahalo for passing SB 3196 and moving it onto for a full Senate vote. Malama pono.




2% Church
of the

£ Crossroads

J United Church of Christ

A Just Peace and Open and Affirming Congregation

Testimony of the Church of the Crossroads IN SUPPORT OF SB 3196
To the Senate Judiciary Committees
Hearing: February 23, 2024, 9:30 am, CR016 and videoconference

The Church of the Crossroads was founded in 1922 as Hawaii’s first intentionally
multiracial church. We are a Just Peace Church of approximately 180 members. We
have voted unanimously to support a ban on all assault weapons and large capacity
magazines, and ask for your support in accomplishing this ban.

Hawai'i is the only state in the nation with an assault weapons ban that fails to ban
assault rifles, assault shotguns and large magazines for those weapons. Our current
law only applies to assault pistols/revolvers, and large detachable ammunition
magazines (more than 10 rounds) for pistols.

U.S. assault weapons bans by jurisdiction

Jurisdiction Status ::‘:‘n;:: Se:;:::to S:::::::sto Shotgun Fe::::es '::s:z::‘;
Californial®4! In force X X X X X 10
Connecticut!®S] Inforce X X X X X 10
Delaware!®} Infoce X X X X X 17
District of Columbial®”! | In force X X X X X 10
Hawaiit®®] In force X X 10 (pistols)
linois!3%! Inforce . X X X X X | 10 (15 for handguns)
Maryland!4°] In force X X X X X 10
Massachusetts!*'] Inforce X X X X X 10
New Jersey!“?] Inforce X X X X X 10
New York!43! In force X X X X 10
Washington!44! Inforce X X X X X 10

Source: Assault weapons legislation in the United States - Wikipedia

These gaping holes in our assault weapons ban make no sense and endanges us all.
Every year that we fail to pass a comprehensive assault weapons ban, we allow more
and more assault rifles and large capacity magazines to be bought, amassed and used
in this state. This bill would finally ban assault rifles, assault shotguns, and large
capacity magazines for those weapons.

1212 University Avenue 4 Honolulu, Hawai'i ¢ 96826
Phone: 808.949.2220 www.churchofthecrossroadshawaii.org Fax: 808.943.6719



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assault_weapons_legislation_in_the_United_States

Hawai’i is not immune to mass shootings, as we know from our tragic history in that
regard. Our schools drill our students each year on how to try to survive an active
shooter situation. Yet our laws have gaping loopholes that facilitate gun violence.

Thoughts and prayers are not enough to combat gun violence. Action is needed. The
legislature must do its part by enacting safer gun laws that can reduce future risks of
gun violence.

The 1994 federal Assault Weapons Ban prohibited a wide range of assault weapons
and high-capacity magazines. It resulted in fewer mass shootings. Sadly, it was
allowed to expire in 2004 and Congress has failed to re-enact it. Hawai’i can and
should expand our own assault weapons law to fill this void.

Banning assault weapons and large capacity magazines is important because these
weapons are uniquely designed to be capable of mass violence. Their potential for
mass murder far outweighs any plausible use for hunting, recreation or self-defense.
The rate of public mass shootings has tripled since 2011. The US now has more mass
shootings each year than there are days in the year. We should do our best to prevent
another mass shooting here. The sooner this ban is created, the sooner we can start
reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity magazines in Hawai'i.

Thank you for your consideration of this important issue.

Respectfully submitted by Ellen Godbey Carson, for the Church of the Crossroads
February 20, 2024
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brian Ley Testlfylcrgﬁ/I 122: County Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

As GMAC district 4 repesenative, | strongly oppose SB 3196. Besides the fact that federal
judges have already thrown out these type of unconstintutional laws, these are commanly used
firearms that are used already on the island by hunters and especially by the DLNR. this is just a
poorly written blanket anti gun/hunting bill that should never made it past the first reading. the
fact that the majority of the testomoney at the last hearing was overwhealing agaisnt this bill
should tell you how the voting public feels about this.. Once again | stronly oppose this Bill

Brian Ley County GMAC distric 4 repesenitive



TESTIMONY - Senate Committee on Judiciary
SB3196, RELATING TO FIREARMS

Friday, February 23, 2024, 9:30 AM
State Capitol Conference Room 016 and via Videoconference

Submitted in STRONG OPPOSITION by Mrs. Jamie Detwiler, President,
Hawaii Federation of Republican Women.

Honorable Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard and Committee Members

| STRONGLY OPPOSE SB3196, RELATING TO FIREARMS for the following reasons:

1.

The U.S. Constitution Second Amendment states, the right of the people to keep and
bear Arms, shall not be infringed. Furthermore, the Second and Fourteenth Amendments
protect an individual's right to carry a handgun for self-defense outside the home.

The Supreme Court was clear in Bruen (June 2022) that for any gun control legislation to
pass constitutional muster under the Second Amendment, such legislation must be
consistent with historical tradition.

We can all agree that violent crimes involving firearms are tragic. However, the dictate of
Bruen is clear. While the authors of this bill may disagree with Bruen, they may NOT
disobey it.

Here are few quick facts about firearms:
Criminals with ghost guns have the means to obtain illegal firearms.

Law abiding citizens obtain firearms legally by taking the required training and legally
obtaining licenses to possess firearms.

This bill does nothing to curb crime. May | respectfully ask you to ponder this question:
What legislation have you created to strengthen the penalties for criminals who are
illegally obtaining firearms and committing crimes like smash and grab, assault, and
deadly force?

Any restriction is considered an infringement on our 2" Amendment right to keep and bear arms
and therefore is a violation of our Constitutional Rights.

Please vote NO on SB3196. Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Respectfully submitted,
Jamie Detwiler, President
Hawaii Federation of Republican Women
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Hawaii i i
Sue Hornik Coalition to Prevent Gun Support Written Testimony
. Only
Violence
Comments:

As co-chair of the Hawaii Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence and its almost 1,000 members, we
want to applaud legislators’ intent to update the state’s Assault Weapons law to include assault
rifles and large capacity magazines for assault weapons. Modeled on military weapons, designed
to inflict maximum harm quickly and used in mass shootings throughout the nation, such assault
weapons have no place on our streets.

SB 3196 would close this dangerous gap in Hawaii law and save lives. We fully support it. In
conjunction with the well-respected research group, the Violence Policy Center in Washington,
DC, with whom we’ve consulted, we suggest the following minor fixes:

1) The first two definitions of "assault rifle” are limited to “centerfire" rifles which would exempt
any rimfire rifles. However, the third definition is not limited to centerfire. We suggest deleting
"centerfire” from all of the definitions so rimfire rifles, are covered.

2) In Section 2 (3)(A), the inclusion of "thumbhole™ does not make sense. A thumbhole stock
functions as a type of pistol grip. To address this please amend (3)(B) to read: "A pistol grip,
thumbhole stock, or any other characteristic that can function as a grip."

3) (3)(C) is redundant of (3)(B). This can be deleted if (3)(B) is amended as suggested.

4) At the end of the rifle list, where some exceptions are listed, PLEASE do not exempt "curios
or relics.” Keeping this exemption would exclude many assault weapons from the definition and
the list of excluded guns would keep increasing as more guns reach the 50-year definition of
relic.

5) The definition of semiautomatic shotgun also contains a mistake with the use of "thumbhole™
stock (or as it is called in the bill "thumbhold"). Please amend (1)(C) to read "A pistol grip,
thumbhole stock, or any other characteristic that can function as a grip,” so it is consistent with
the rifle definition. Then (D) can be deleted as it would be redundant. Also delete "thumbhold™ in

(W(E).

6) In the shotgun definition (subsection (1)(E)), repeat the language in (3)(A) used to describe
folding stocks on rifles.



7) The curios or relics exemption is repeated after the shotgun list. We ask that that should be
deleted.

Thank you so much for considering these suggestions and for your hard work to keep Hawaii as
safe as possible.

Sincerely,

Sue Hornik
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify

Testifying for 50th Holster Written Testimony
Works Only

Ted Baldonado Oppose

Comments:
Members of the committee,

| thank you for the chance to voice my opposition to the measure. This measure threatens the
fundamental right granted by the 2nd amendment. The definitions used within the measure lack
clarity and terms are used to offend or scare. The measure does nothing safe guard the law-
abiding individuals. The measure fails to address the root causes of violence and undermines the
law-abiding citizen without deterring criminals who illegally obtain firearms and accessories.
The accessories and parts that fall under this measure will destroy and hinder the local businesses
that provide these very goods & services to local law abiding residents and our local law
enforcement.

The measure also affects the popular sports, Airsoft and practical shooting. Thousands of
individuals and multiple business will be affected by these measures. The measure’s language
does not distinguish the difference between accessories used for the sport and for ii mannered
means. Instead of pursuing restrictive measures that target law abiding citizens, | encourage
policymakers to focus on evidence-based solutions to address the complex issue of gun violence
and enforce laws already in place. | suggest strengthening mental health services and targeting
illegal firearms trafficking with enhanced enforcement efforts. | believe we can find and discuss
alternative solutions that respect individual rights and effectively addressing the underlying
issues contributing to gun violence. As the measure stands, | oppose SB3196.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

50th Holster Works/Ted Baldonado
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Layne Hazama Testifying for HRA Oppose W”tteno-lr_ﬁ;t'mony

Comments:

Strongly oppose.

Vague language would make a broad range of firearms and components that are currently legal
to own illegal. This only serves to penalize law abiding citizens like myself, who responsibly

use firearms for recreation and own for self defense.

Language in this legislation is based primarily on misconceptions from glamorzied use of
firearms on television shows and movies, as well as misconceptions perpetuated by anti-gun

lobbyists.
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Hawaii i i
Rosemarie Jauch Firearms Coalition and Oppose Vritten Testimony
Only
NRA member

Comments:

This measure expands upon Hawaii’s existing “assault pistol” ban to now include other
commonly owned rifles and shotguns by instituting restrictions based on the name of the firearm
and a “single feature” test. SB 3196 is poorly drafted and expansive in such a fashion that so-
called “features” could be left open to interpretation. Given the recent ruling by the Hawaii
Supreme Court, rebuking the Bruen decision, it’s likely to see restrictions viewed in the most
unfavorable light for lawful gun owners.

The 2nd Amendment does not grant the right to bear arms. The 2nd Amendment prevents the
government from infringing on the right to bear arms.

"The Spirit of Aloha" does NOT trump the Constitution of the United States of America.


https://www.foxnews.com/politics/hawaii-court-says-spirit-aloha-supersedes-constitution-second-amendment

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION
11250 WAPLES MILL RoAD

FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030

February 21, 2024

The Honorable Karl Rhoads

Chair, Senate Committee on Judiciary
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 228
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Chair Rhoads:

On behalf of the members of the National Rifle Association in Hawaii, | would like to
communicate our strong opposition to Senate Bill 3196 (SB 3196).

SB 3196 would drastically expand Hawaii’s current ban on “assault pistols” to include many
commonly owned rifles and shotguns. Expanded restrictions are outlined by naming
specifically banned firearms and institutes a “single feature” test to determine when a
firearm crosses the threshold to be deemed an “assault weapon”. The legislation is poorly
drafted and expansive in such a way that some of the “features” could be left open to
interpretation that puts law-abiding citizens at risk.

This legislation will have no impact on public safety as evidenced by the congressionally
mandated study on the Federal Assault weapons ban that stood in place for a decade.
Instead, this legislation will negatively impact law-abiding citizens who own more than 25
million AR and AK platform rifles throughout the United States for lawful purposes
including self-defense, sporting, and hunting.

For the foregoing reasons and many more we request your opposition to SB 3196.

Sincerely,

14

Daniel Reid
Managing Director
State & Local Affairs
NRA-ILA



www.nraila.org


http://www.nraila.org/
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Testifying for Young Written Testimony
Dale Hayama Guns Oppose Only
Comments:

Dear Senators of the Judiciary and Public Safety committees,

| wanted to convey my strong opposition to SB3196. The contents of this bill has already been
deemed unconstitutional in many challenges in other states. This is a blatant waste of taxpayer
money and is a major infringement on our constitutional rights. It is far overreaching and will do
very little or nothing to reduce crime in Hawaii. Criminals do not obey the laws and this bill only
punishes law abiding citizens who wish to exercise their constitutional right and wish to defend
themselves.

To put it very simply it’s like sheep getting together after a wolf killed one of them and they had
a meeting.

“A wolf killed one of us with his teeth. Therefore, teeth are bad and we should pull out all of our
teeth.” Only the predators will benefit from this bill! Please Kill this bill!
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February 23, 2024
Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary:

Chair Karl Rhoads

Vice Chair Mike Gabbard
Sen. Brandon J.C. Elefante
Sen. Joy A. San Buenaventura
Sen. Brenton Awa

Re: SB3196 Relating to Firearms
Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary:

The Hawai‘i State Coalition Against Domestic Violence (HSCADV) addresses the social,
political, and economic impacts of domestic violence on individuals, families, and communities.
We are a statewide partnership of domestic violence programs and shelters. On behalf of
HSCADV and our 27 member programs statewide, | respectfully submit testimony in strong
support of SB3196. This measure would have a profound impact on public safety, survivors of
domestic violence, their children, and the organizations that serve them.

Perpetrators of domestic violence with access to guns use the threat of gun violence to
inflict emotional abuse on their partners or escalate to homicide. The presence of a firearm in
domestic violence situations increases the risk of homicide for women by 500%. Additionally,
more than half of women killed by gun violence are killed by family members or intimate
partners.” And the trend is worsening: in the ten-year period between 2008 and 2017, intimate
partner homicides of women involving guns increased by 15 percent. > The 2024 New Year’s
Day island-wide police chase on O‘ahu started with the shooting of an intimate partner who had
access to an AR-15 rifle.?

Hawai‘i has long prohibited one category of assault weapons--prohibiting the
possession, transfer, and manufacture of assault pistols in the state. Assault pistols are defined

! Campbell JC, Webster D, Koziol-McLain J, Block C, Campbell D, Curry MA, Gary F, Glass N, McFarlane J, Sachs C, Sharps P, Ulrich
Y, Wilt SA, Manganello J, Xu X, Schollenberger J, Frye V, Laughon K. Risk factors for femicide in abusive relationships: results from
a multisite case control study. Am J Public Health. 2003 Jul;93(7):1089-97. Doi: 10.2105/ajph.93.7.1089. PMID: PMC1447915

% Fridel EE, Fox JA. Gender differences in patterns and trends in the US homicide, 1976-2017. Violence and Gender. 2019;

doi: 10.1089/vio.2019.0005. Data from this study were obtained by Everytown from the author James Alan Fox directly over
email dated October 1, 2019 for this analysis.
3https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2024/01/03/police-suspect-islandwide-manhunt-was-armed-with-unregistered

-ar-15/

Hawai‘i State Coalition Against Domestic Violence
P.O. Box 214, Honolulu, HI 96810
(808) 832-9316 www.hscadv.org


https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2024/01/03/police-suspect-islandwide-manhunt-was-armed-with-unregistered-ar-15/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2024/01/03/police-suspect-islandwide-manhunt-was-armed-with-unregistered-ar-15/
https://doi.org/10.1089/vio.2019.0005
http://www.hscadv.org
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under Hawai'‘i law similarly to those defined in other states that prohibit them as semiautomatic
handguns with two or more listed military features. However, Hawai‘i has not prohibited
assault weapons that are rifles, and shotguns--including the AR-15 and other semiautomatic
rifles that are frequently used in mass shootings and other gun crimes.

Assault weapons like AR-15 rifles fire high-velocity ammunition that inflicts greater
damage to the human body than a round from a typical handgun. And semiautomatic rifles like
the AR-15 are capable of firing rounds much faster than manually operated rifles, allowing
shooters to fire a large number of powerful rounds over a short period of time. SB3196 would
close this dangerous gap in Hawai'‘i law, prohibiting assault rifles and shotguns with one or more
military features that are capable of firing a high number of rounds in a short period of time.

Research shows that prohibiting assault weapons can prevent mass shooting fatalities
and active shooter events.* The nine other states that regulate assault weapons include rifles

and shotguns with military features in their prohibitions.” Hawai‘i, a state with some of the
strongest gun laws in the country, should address this obvious deficiency in its gun laws and
prohibit all assault weapons.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this important matter.

Sincerely,
Angelina Mercado, Executive Director

4 https://everytownresearch.org/report/assault-weapons-and-high-capacity-magazines/
5 https://www.everytown.org/solutions/assault-weapons/

Hawai‘i State Coalition Against Domestic Violence
P.O. Box 214, Honolulu, HI 96810

(808) 832-9316 www.hscadv.org
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https://www.everytown.org/solutions/assault-weapons/
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Hawaii Tactical Outfitter

93 N Kamehameha Hwy, Ste 101
Wahiawa, HI 96786
808-621-0688

HAWAI TACTICAL
OUTFITTER

Measure: SB3196, Relating to Firearms
Date: February 23, 2024
Committee on Judiciary

Dear Chair Rhoads and Members,

| write you today representing myself, Hawaii Tactical Outfitter, and our many customers who
include locals and military alike. We are testifying today in STRONG OPPOSITION of SB3196, Relating to

Firearms.

This bill was obviously written by someone who does not understand firearms, their function in
the hands of law-abiding citizens, or the far-reaching implications of passing such a bill. SB3196 is a
blatant violation of the 2" Amendment and, if passed, will do nothing but to drain taxpayer dollars in
lawsuit after lawsuit. The turnout during the first reading, where opposition outnumbered support by

about 10:1, speaks volumes about how our community feels about this bill.

SB3196 acknowledges that Hawaii has “the third lowest number of gun deaths per capita in the

nation” yet seeks to solve a ‘problem’ that doesn’t exist in our local community.

Among many issues, | want to specifically address the definition of “assault weapon
attachment(s)”. This is such a vague and unclear definition that would potentially make illegal a vast
majority of hunting and sporting rifle accessories to include, but not limited to, grips and bipods. These
devices are designed to increase the user’s ability to operate a firearm safely and accurately. Further,
these accessories are also very frequently used for other purposes than just firearms. Making these
items illegal would also affect Airsoft and CO2 powered gun owners and users. This would have an

unintended but incredibly adverse affect on our business.

The definition of “Assault Rifle” (2) specifies exceptions only for .22 caliber rimfire which would

eliminate every other rimfire caliber, including the very popular .17 HMR

The definition of “Assault Rifle” (3) does not exclude rimfire rifles and would, in turn, make the

extremely common Ruger 10/22 illegal due to having a partial shroud around the barrel allowing you to



Hawaii Tactical Outfitter

93 N Kamehameha Hwy, Ste 101
Wahiawa, HI 96786
808-621-0688

HAWAI TACTICAL
OUTFITTER

safely hold it with 2 hands. This bill is so poorly written that one of the most common rifles in the US,

that not a single person on committee would agree is intended to be included in this bill, is made illegal.

Karl Rhoads, in his closing statement at the first committee hearing stated “this is a line drawing
bill, it’s like, okay, on the spectrum of kitchen knife and nuclear weapons, where do we on that range as
private citizens get to keep weaponry?” This bill doesn’t draw a line in the sand; it prevents private

citizens from even walking on the beach.

Respectfully,

Adam Gradwell
Manager
Hawaii Tactical Outfitter
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Testimony of Deb Nehmad, Chapter Lead, Brady Hawaii
Before the Senate Committee on the Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs
SUPPORT FOR SB 3196

February 24, 2024

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, Senators Brandon J.C. Elefante,
Senator Joy A. Buenaventura, and Brenton Awa

In furtherance of Brady’s goal to reduce firearm violence across Hawaii,
the Hawaii Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence is
proud to offer its strong endorsement of SB3196.

For decades, Hawaii leaders have prioritized the safety and well-being of the
people of Hawaii by enacting and implementing proactive, research-informed
policy solutions that prevent gun violence, save lives, and spare entire
communities from loss, trauma and cycles of violence. However, the latest
data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is disturbing:

. Every year, 34 people in Hawaii die by firearm suicide.

. Every year, 15 people in Hawaii are victims of firearm homicide.

. On average, 55 people in Hawaii are killed by gun violence each year
and an average of 30 of those deaths occur in Honolulu County.

. Every 7 days, someone in Hawaii is shot and killed.

It's clear that work remains to be done. Closing the loophole in our
current assault weapons ban should take priority. Hawaii is the only
state in the nation with an assault weapons ban that fails to ban assault
rifles and large capacity magazines for assault weapons, We are not as
safe as we should be.



It appears that two of the four shooters arrested in last week’s mass
shooting in Kansas City were underage. The two adults were shooting at
each other IN A CROWD! It's been reported that the altercation began
because one perpetrator didn’t like being stared at. One woman was killed
and 21 others, including 12 children, were physically injured. This number
does not include the PTSD and other mental health impacts of the
hundreds of thousands of attendees and remote viewers.

Not one submission by those opposing SB3196 in last week’s hearing
before the Senate Public Safety Committee mentioned the role of assault
weapons and high-capacity magazines in mass shootings. They fail to
mention that a 2023 survey by Pew Research revealed that about a third of
K-12 parents nationwide are very or extremely worried a shooting could
happen at their children’s school.

What follows are the general concerns laid out in these submissions
against SB3196. Information refuting these points is set forth below each
point.

Assault weapons necessary and effective for self-defense and to
protect family.

There is an abundance of research (not commissioned by the gun lobby)
that concludes that:

« Defensive gun use is not widespread.
. Defensive gun use is not beneficial for society.
« Guns are not the most effective means of self-defense.

Assault weapons needed because there aren’t enough police and the
police need help from the public

This assertion is directly contradicted by public statements on the federal
assault weapons ban issued by The International Association of Police
Chiefs when the federal ban was about to expire: “The IAPC is a strong
supporter of the federal assault weapons ban since 1992 and its
membership approved several reauthorizations of support in the years
since. ...as law enforcement executives . . . we understand that criminal
use of assault weapons pose a grave risk to our officers and the
communities they are sworn to protect.”



The only way to stop a good guy with a gun is a bad guy with a gun.
If this were true, the US would be the safest country on earth. Instead, we
have a gun homicide rate 26x that of other high-income countries.

Assault weapons ban is not supported by most Hawaii residents.

According to a poll of Hawaii residents in 2023, 78% of residents, including
64% of gun owners agree that allowing more guns in public makes it more
likely that tense situations will escalate or that guns will be used to
intimidate people. In addition, 76% of residents, including 61% of gun
owners, agree that Hawai‘i would be less safe if more people were allowed
to carry guns in public. Itis hardly a leap in logic to assume that most
Hawaii residents would support gun safety measures in general and would
support SB3196.

Assault weapons necessary for hunting and sports activities,
essential to our culture.

The polls cited above indicate that most Hawaii residents would not agree
with this assertion. In addition, guns had been BANNED in Hawaii since
1833, more than 60 years before the overthrow. Guns are clearly not part
of Hawaii’s historical culture.

Very small number of homicides involve use of assault weapons/ rifle
and long guns.

While this appears to factually accurate up to this point, the proliferation of
mass and school shootings on the continent indicates that, unfortunately, it
may be only a matter of time in Hawaii and why take the risk?

Criminals will always find a way to get their hands on a gun.

Since 1994, laws like background checks have stopped gun sales to over 4
million people who legally could not own a gun. (US Bureau of Statistics,
2021).

In conclusion, BradyHawaii strongly supports passage of 3196. Banning
assault rifles and LCMs is important because they are designed to be
capable of mass violence; their potential for mass murder far outweighs
any plausible use for hunting, recreation, or self-defense. The sooner this



ban is created, the sooner we can start reducing the needless spread of
assault rifles and LCMs in Hawai'i.

Mahalo for this opportunity to submit testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Deb Nehmad
Chapter Lead, Brady Hawaii
dnehmad@bradyunited.org
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Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
. . Testifying for Diamond Written Testimony
Daniel Avila Training Group LLC Oppose Only
Comments:

Aloha,

| Daniel Avila, on behalf of Diamond Training Group LLC, strongly oppose this bill as a
violation of every free American in Hawaii. This bill is an abuse of power, full stop. Basic rights
such as freedom of speech, the right to bear arms and others, are not the governments to give.
These are natural rights for a person to protect themselves and their loved ones. Any government
attempt to restrict that is a violation of our civil rights and liberties which the government is
meant to protect.

The United States Declaration of Independence clearly states "We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That
to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as
to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. "

Passing this bill would be unconstitutional as it clearly violates the right, not priviledge of free,
lawful people to bear arms. As a reminder, the 2nd amemdnemt says the following **..the right
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed."" Obviously, the passing of this
bill would be "infringing™ on basic American rights.

Marbury v. Madison (1803) decision clearly states the following. “A Law repugnant to the
Constitution is void.”

| ask our elected officials to consider the effect and dangerous precedent of bringing forth a law
which is directly "repugnant” to the constitution. As constituent, | ask that you vote NO.

Mabhalo,

Daniel Avila
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COURAGE TO FIGHT GUN VIOLENCE

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 3196

TO: THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

SUBMITTED BY: DAVID PUCINO
LEGAL DIRECTOR & DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL
GIFFORDS LAW CENTER TO PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE

DATE: FEBRUARY 22, 2024

Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Gabbard, and Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary: thank
you for the opportunity to provide this testimony on behalf of GIFFORDS, the gun violence
prevention organization led by former Congresswoman Gabby Giffords.

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 3196, which will dramatically strengthen state law on assault
weapons to include some of the most lethal weapons sold to civilians in the United States.

ASSAULT RIFLES ARE DEADLY BY DESIGN AND IN PRACTICE

The paradigmatic version of what is now popularly called the “assault rifle” was developed in in
the middle of the last century as an automatic military weapon, a weapon which first saw
widespread battlefield use as the M16.! In the early 1960s the intellectual property rights to the
weapon were acquired by Colt, which developed plans to sell it to civilians branded as the
“Sporter,” with two differences. First, it would only be able to fire semi-automatically; that is, it
would discharge a single bullet with each pull of the trigger. And second it would come equipped
with a five-round magazine, instead of the twenty-round magazine that was standard with the
M16>—or the magazines of thirty or even more rounds that are regularly sold today.

As these weapons capable of mass violence penetrated civilian gun stocks, the inevitable
happened: they were used in a manner consistent with their capabilities, to kill large numbers of
people in short periods of time. In one of the most horrific incidents, the 1989 Stockton Schoolyard
Shooting in which a gunman fired over a hundred rounds at an elementary school, killing five and
injuring over 30 others.? These horrors spurred legislative action at both the state and federal level,
culminating in the 1994 federal assault weapon ban.*

1 E.g., Cameron McWhirter & Zusha Elinson, American Gun: The True Story of the AR-15 111 (2023).

2 d. at 152.

3 Cleveland School Remembers, https://clevelandschoolremembers.org/about/.

4 Formally, the Public Safety and Recreational Firearms Use Protection Act, Tit. XI, Subtit. A of the Federal Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994.



GIFFORDS

COURAGE TO FIGHT GUN VIOLENCE

The federal ban was very effective—Louis Klarevas, a researcher who studies mass shootings,
calls the period while the ban was in effect “a long calm™—but it was also short-lived. The law
included a ten-year sunset provision, and lapsed in 2004.

The expiration of the ban led to a devastating increase in mass violence: “In the ten years after the
ban,” Klarevas writes, the number of gun massacres nearly tripled.”®

It is of course painfully true that a mass shooter does not need an assault rifle to kill: the shooter
in the Xerox murders used a 9 mm handgun.” But an assault rifle makes it easier, and mass shooters
armed with one can kill many more people before they can be stopped.®

After the federal ban expired, a combination of aggressive marketing techniques and new
ownership structures led to an explosive increase in assault rifle sales. Gun marketers appealed to
a desire among civilians, especially young men, to emulate soldiers on the battlefield.” These
“black guns” and the techniques used to sell them, reinvigorated sales in the gun industry.!® The
private equity industry took note, and moved to acquire gun companies and vigorously push assault
rifle sales.!!

And again and again and again, the inevitable happened: a weapon designed to be especially lethal,
an offensive weapon of war, was used to kill large numbers of people in a short period of time: in
in Aurora, Colorado; in Sandy Hook, Connecticut; in Las Vegas, Nevada; in Parkland, Florida; in
Buffalo, New York; in Uvalde, Texas; and in many, many other places.

Faced again with this horrific but regular bloodshed, and without federal action, a number of states
have passed their own laws to prohibit or closely regulate the most deadly of these weapons.!?

THE LAW MUST BE STRENGTHENED TO MEET THE THREAT

Hawai‘i has had an assault weapons law since before even the federal ban, but the law is very
limited, reaching only assault pistols. While important, this is insufficient. An effective assault
weapons law must include assault rifles, along with other highly dangerous and highly lethal
weapons.

5 Louis Klarevas, Rampage Nation: Securing America from Mass Shootings 264 (2016).

51d.

7 Jaymes K. Song, 7 Dead in Nimitz Hwy. Xerox Shooting, Star Bulletin (Nov. 2, 1999),
https://archives.starbulletin.com/1999/11/02/news/storyl.html.

8 E.g., Klarevas at 215, 230-233.

9 See generally Ryan Busse, Gunfight: My battle Against the Industry that Radicalized America 197-211 (2021).
Busse, a former firearms industry marketing executive, is now a Senior Advisor to GIFFORDS.

10 d. at 202.

1 McWhirter & Elinson at 236-250.

12 see generally Assault Weapons, GIFFORDS, https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-laws/policy-areas/hardware-
ammunition/assault-weapons/.



GIFFORDS

COURAGE TO FIGHT GUN VIOLENCE

CONCLUSION

SB 3196 will enact those critical changes, will bring Hawai‘i into line with other states that have
stepped up to face the problem of assault weapons head-on, and will make the people of Hawai‘i
safer. I urge you to advance it.

Respectfully Submitted,

David Pucino
Legal Director & Deputy Chief Counsel
GIFFORDS Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence

ABOUT GIFFORDS

GIFFORDS is a nonprofit organization dedicated to saving lives from
gun violence. Led by former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords,
GIFFORDS shifts culture, changes policies, and challenges injustice,
inspiring Americans across the country to fight gun violence.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:12:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
derrick recaido Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly opposed this bill 3196. Im a competitive and sport shooter for over 20years. | used
pistols and rifles for competition and for self defense for our family, property and this country
against tyranny.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:14:40 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christian A Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I do not support this bill. Let us have our god given 2nd amendment rights



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:14:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Fuller Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill because it is uncconstitutional and infringes on our 2nd amendment
rights. This bill will only affect law abiding citizens. Criminals will still somehow get guns and
will leave us law abiding citizens with nothing for self defense



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:15:23 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chad Amasiu Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Strongly against SB3196.

My constitutional rights, shall not be infringed.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:30:28 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
denver valdez Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is against my 2nd amendment .



1f the Kingdom of Hawai ™ 1 and it’s People had a strong knowledge of Rights such as
American’s Second Amendment, maybe the Kingdom of Hawai ™ § would have never
been usurped.

The de facto Hawaii Supreme Court Judges Mark E. Recktenwald, Sabrina McKenna,
Todd W. Eddins, Trish K. Morikawa, Fa’auuga L. To’oto’o all violated their Oath of Office to
“support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
Hawai‘i and they will faithfully discharge duties”.

Making up history of the Kingdom of Hawai'i and idiotic theory as “Spirit of Aloha” which
as not a Law or Legal a term whatsoever. Furthermore, the Kingdom of Hawai'i or Hawaiian
Kingdom did not band fire-arms outright, if you hunted fowl, you needed license from the Minister
of the Interior, power, ball, guns were taxed whether imported or exported, law officers in need of
assistance would gather armed volunteers and citizens as a posse as Sheriffs did in America. Look
in historical publications such as Thrum’s Hawaiian Annual and Hawaiian Almanac you see that
there were taxes for import and export of Guns, Gun Material, Gun Power, also Locksmiths were
at same time Gunsmiths.

Ranchers and Paniolos (Cowboys) had guns, so did the supporter of the Committee of
Thirteen, the Honolulu Rifles that assisted in the coup d'état they were armed. If the people of the
Hawaiian Kingdom were properly armed...the Kingdom of Hawai'i might have still been a
Sovereign Country today.

Therefore, the Hawaii Supreme Court and their so-called Judges are no better than the
Provisional Government of 1893 just one of the many usurpers.

As for transplant Karl Rhodes and his anti-Second Amendments followers that also alleged
to have taken Oath of Office to “support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the
Constitution of the State of Hawai‘i and they will faithfully discharge duties” choose the make
and pass laws that are Un-Constitutional and will be eventually challenged and declared void ab
initio, costing tax payers money to defend their Un-Constitutional Laws were these Usurper
lawmakers should reimburse the People who they serve and infringe on an Natural and Absolute
Rights when there bogus laws are made, it is obvious that they had no clue what the meaning of
the “right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed” this applies the another
Usurper Anne E. Lopez another Oath of Office violator working against Natural and Absolute
Rights of the People. The Right of the People shall not be infringed as follows:

1. Constitution for United States of America - Second Amendment (1791)

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

2. The Constitution of the State of Hawaii Article |, § 17 (1978)

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.
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District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S. 570 (2008)

A landmark decision of the Supreme Court of the United States. It ruled that the Second
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution protects an individual’s right to keep and bear arms—
unconnected with service in a militia—for traditionally lawful purposes such as self-defense
within the home, and that the District of Columbia’s handgun ban and requirement that lawfully
owned rifles and shotguns be kept “unloaded and disassembled or bound by a trigger lock”
violated this guarantee. It also stated that the right to bear arms is not unlimited and that certain
restrictions on guns and gun ownership were permissible. It was the first Supreme Court case
to decide whether the Second Amendment protects an individual right to keep and bear arms
for self-defense or whether the right was only intended for state militias.

McDonald v. City of Chicago, 561 U.S. 742 (2010);

A landmark decision of the Supreme Court of the United States that found that the right of an
individual to “keep and bear arms”, as protected under the Second Amendment, is incorporated
by the Fourteenth Amendment and is thereby enforceable against the states. The decision
cleared up the uncertainty left in the wake of District of Columbia v. Heller (2008) as to the
scope of gun rights in regard to the states.

Caetano v. Massachusetts, 577 U.S. 411 (2016);

Was a landmark case in which the Supreme Court of the United States unanimously vacated a
Massachusetts conviction of a woman who carried a stun gun for self-defense.

Justice Alito wrote: “if the fundamental right of self-defense does not protect Caetano, then the
safety of all Americans is left to the mercy of state authorities who may be more concerned
about disarming people than about keeping them safe”.

New York State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc. v. Bruen, 597 U.S. 1 (2022),
abbreviated NYSRPA v. Bruen and also known as NYSRPA |1 or Bruen;

to distinguish it from the 2020 case, is a landmark decision of the United States Supreme Court
related to the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution. The case concerned the
constitutionality of the 1911 Sullivan Act, a New York State law requiring applicants for a
pistol concealed carry license to show “proper cause”, or a special need distinguishable from
that of the general public, in their application.

In a 6-3 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that New York's law was unconstitutional and that
the ability to carry a pistol in public was a constitutional right guaranteed by the Second
Amendment. The Court ruled that states are allowed to enforce “shall-issue” permitting, where
applicants for concealed carry permits must satisfy certain objective criteria, such as passing a
background check, but that “may-issue” systems that use “arbitrary” evaluations of need made
by local authorities are unconstitutional.

In the wake of Bruen, several lawsuits involving federal and states’ gun regulations have been
filed, their plaintiffs arguing that the judiciary should evaluate the regulation not in
consideration of the public good, but in light of the “historical tradition of firearm regulation”,
a phrase penned by majority opinion author Justice Clarence Thomas. Several of these cases
had successfully overturned long-standing regulations due to the regulations being not of
historical tradition. The Supreme Court’s decision has been considered by some to be a dramatic
expansion of its gun jurisprudence, and has been criticized by some lower court judges as
unworkable. Others hold that the findings of Bruen reaffirm the precedent set by District of
Columbia v. Heller and clarifies the framework with which lower courts are to decide second
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amendment cases. On June 30, 2023, the Supreme Court granted certiorari in United States v.
Rahimi, after the Bruen case has led to disparate results in lower courts.

7. «All laws which are repugnant to the Constitution are null and void.” Marbury vs.
Madison, 5 US (2 Cranch) 137, 174, 176, (1803)

8. “Where rights secured by the Constitution are involved, there can be no rule
making or legislation which would abrogate them.” Miranda vs. Arizona, 384 US
436 p. 491.

9. “An unconstitutional act is not law; it confers no rights; it imposes no duties;
affords no protection; it creates no office; it is in legal contemplation, as
inoperative as though it had never been passed.” Norton vs. Shelby County 118 US
425 p. 442

10. The general rule is that an unconstitutional statute, though having the form and name
of law, is in reality no law, but is wholly void, and ineffective for any purpose; since
unconstitutionality dates from the time of its enactment, and not merely from the date
of the decision so branding it. “No one is bound to obey an unconstitutional law and no
courts are bound to enforce it.” 16 Am Jur 2d, Sec 177 late 2d, Sec 256

Other Maxim

Neminem ladit qui jure suo utitur.
He who stands on his own rights injures no one.

Arma in armtos sumere jura sinunt.

The laws permit taking arms against the armed.
2 Inst. 574.

“False is the idea of utility that sacrifices a thousand real advantages for
one imaginary or trifling inconvenience; that would take fire from men
because it burns, and water because one may drown in it; that has no
remedy for evils except destruction. The laws that forbid the carrying
of arms are laws of such a nature. They disarm only those who are
neither inclined nor determined to commit crimes.” ~ Cesare Beccaria

“The laws that forbid the carrying of arms...disarm only those who are
neither inclined nor determined to commit crimes. Can it be supposed
that those who have the courage to violate the most sacred laws of
humanity...will respect the less important and arbitrary ones... Such
laws make things worse for the assaulted and better for the assailants,
they serve rather to encourage than to prevent homicides, for an
unarmed man may be attacked with greater confidence than an armed
man.” ~ Cesare Beccaria
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Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere,
diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedies. Groucho
Marx

| hearby object to any infringement of any and all of my and the lawful Natural and Absolute
Rights the People of all unconstitutional anti-firearms, anti-gun, anti-self-defense legislation by
any legislator that violated his/her Oath of Office, backed my Giffords’ Organization, Bloomberg’s
Everytown for Gun Safety, or anyone usurping any Right.

| already exercise my right to travel freely since | don’t need a driver’s license because the term in
law is as follows: Driver. Bouvier’s Law Dictionary, (1914) p. 940. “One employed in conducting
acoach, carriage, wagon, or other vehicle...” therefore no license required since I’m not a driver.

As | exercise my awful Natural and Absolute Rights to keep and bear arms any infringement from
any individual, entity, employee, corporation, municipality, city, state, federal especially if they
do not have a scribe Oath of Office as required by law forfeits any immunity defense ina 42 U.S.C.
§1983 action.

PERMISSION NOT REQUIRED TO EXERCISE RIGHTS

Done this 19" day of February, Anno Domini

Dennis W. Ragsdale, Sui Juris
Jure Soli, Jure Sanguinis
Jure Coronea

p.s. Also possible defense is Vattel’s Law of Nations
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SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:32:39 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shaundale Magnani Individual Oppose Wmteno-lr-@tlmony
Comments:

This Is Our 2nd Amendment.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:33:07 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rosemarie Vailisale Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

I, Rosemarie Vailisale, oppose of this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:42:40 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tristan Kasprzycki Individual Oppose ertteno'[]?;tlmony
Comments:

What’s being proposed is unconstitutional, illegal and opens up the state of Hawaii to lawsuits.

“...assault rifles, assault shotguns, .50 caliber rifles, and assault weapon attachments...assault
pistols...” as stated are simply modern day weapons and modern day accessories.

Side note
Assault rifles are select fire rifles that are capable of fully automatic fire which is very different
from semi automatic rifles and the fire mode of all other firearms listed in this proposed bill.

There seems to be this focus on hunting regarding the 2nd amendment. The 2nd amendment
isn’t about protecting hunting it’s about protecting fighting rifles and other firearms made for
defending and fighting as well as the right to own equipment to compliment those weapons and
to train with them. It grants us the ability to defend ourselves and our homeland effectively from
threats foreign and domestic.

On magazines, we have had unlimited capacity magazines for rifles in the state of Hawaii since
I’ve been alive. It’s virtually never been an issue. | say virtually because the issues that we have
had most have to do with people who have illegally obtained the firearm in the first place. So
there is no need to regulate it.

| oppose this bill and everyone who supports it. You cowards need to get out of office. You are
ruining this state and this country.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:46:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sierra Palpallatoc Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony

Comments:

| Strongly oppose this bill! Our justice system has proved time and time again that they are an
extreme failure! just recently they let 2 people roam free after they beat a Kupuna to death ON
VIDEO! But you have the gull to tell us that we aren't allowed to protect ourselves from the

people YOU LET WALK FREE?!

SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED!




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:49:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
B.A. McClintock Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please support this common sense bill. Mahalo.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:55:45 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nicolas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose all anti gun laws.why not try to stop the drug epidemic that is ruining Hawaii instead?



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 6:59:33 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Atom Kasprzycki Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

Attention all legislative members,

You must oppose SB3196, SB2845 as these bills violate the US Constitution and Second
Amendment by infringing on my rights and others as American citizens to keep and bear

arms. SB3196 proposes illegally restrictions on simple modern-day semi-automatic rifles and
shotguns. | own these types of rifles, shotguns, standard capacity rifle magazines (rifle
magazines holding over 10 rounds), and various rifle and shotgun attachments which aid in my
use and control of my rifles and shotguns. SB2845 proposes the violation of the rights of
American citizens who are between the ages of 18 and 21.

You must also oppose SB3349, SB3040, and SB3042 as these bills add unnecessary actions and
expenses to existing agencies while also approaching and crossing over into violations of privacy
of American citizens.

I would like to also point out that this is not the first time, or first SB bill, that I have written you
about advising of the Constitutional violations and illegalities being proposed. | wrote you all,
the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Attorney General back at the end of 2022, and a few
times in early 2023, about the Constitutional violations contained within SB1230. | also advised
you that if you did not opposed the bill, and instead voted it into law, there would be lawsuits
which would cost the state and Hawaii tax payers money to fight. You all still ultimately voted
and approved SB1230. I, along with another Hawaii couple, then proceeded to file suite against
the State of Hawaii for constitutional violations contained within SB1230. A federal judge here
in Hawaii agreed with me and issued a preliminary injunction on major portions of SB1230.

| am a law abiding American citizen, born and raised here in Hawaii. | do not like to
continuously, each year, have to write testimony and fight legal battles to preserve my

constitutional rights here in Hawaii. Please stop attacking the Second Amendment and vote to
oppose SB3196, SB2845, SB3349, SB3040, and SB3042.

Atom Kasprzycki

38 Puamana Place



Lahaina, HI 96761
808-276-2925

atomkasprzycki@icloud.com



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:02:39 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Debbie Wyand Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196. Punish the criminals not the law abiding citizens.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:24:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ed Ballano Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This goes against my second amendment rights as a United States citizen. It is not the gun but
the person behind it.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:30:46 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mae Ballano Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is against the second amendment and is unconstitutional.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:38:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
April Handog Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:39:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ramiro Noguerol Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

oppose, it's unconstitutional.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:41:19 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anakalia Duncan Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

I am compelled to articulate my opposition to the proposed gun legislation in Hawaii, which |
perceive as a significant threat to our Second Amendment rights. Recent legislative efforts have
sparked considerable concern among citizens, fearing an overreach into our constitutional
freedoms and questioning the efficacy of such measures in genuinely addressing the foundational
issues of gun violence.

The discourse surrounding gun control frequently posits a direct correlation between firearm
availability and crime rates. However, seminal research by Kleck and Gertz (1995) contradicts
this narrative by demonstrating the frequent utilization of firearms for self-defense, challenging
the premise that increased gun ownership directly results in elevated crime rates. This assertion
is corroborated by data from the Pew Research Center (2019), indicating that a significant
segment of U.S. adult’s own firearms predominantly for personal protection, thus underscoring
the essential role of guns in ensuring individual safety

Further scrutiny, particularly an analysis conducted by The Daily Signal, examines a study from
the Violence Policy Center that erroneously labels concealed-carry permit holders as a
significant risk to public safety. This critique, informed by Swearer and Conway’s examination,
elucidates a flawed interpretation of data, including the inappropriate categorization of incidents,
such as suicides, thereby inflating the perceived risk presented by permit holders (Swearer &
Conway, n.d.). This distortion of public perception detracts from the fact that concealed-carry
permit holders rank among the most law-abiding demographics

Considering the Supreme Court's decision in New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v.
Bruen, it is crucial to understand its implications on Second Amendment jurisprudence. Eric
Ruben's testimony before the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary sheds light on the
complexities introduced by this decision. Ruben (2023) critiques the historical-analogical
method mandated by Bruen for evaluating gun laws, highlighting the potential difficulties in
applying historical precedents to contemporary gun regulation and public safety issues. Ruben's
analysis raises important considerations about the historical-analogical method introduced by
Bruen for evaluating gun laws, underscoring the challenges and potential impacts on judicial
decisions regarding gun regulation.

It is imperative to consider the extensive implications of restrictive gun control measures on
citizen rights. Practical strategies to curtail gun violence should prioritize addressing illegal gun



possession and misuse, augmenting background checks, and amplifying mental health support
rather than imposing broad restrictions that unjustly impact law-abiding gun owners.

In closing, | strongly advocate for policymakers to thoroughly examine the evidence that
illustrates the positive impact of gun ownership on self-defense and public safety. Embracing a
nuanced and balanced approach is crucial for upholding our constitutional rights

while effectively addressing the multifaceted nature of gun violence. This approach should
recognize the legitimate role of firearms in personal protection and the importance of
implementing policies that respect the rights of law-abiding citizens, ensuring that measures
taken are both just and effective in promoting public safety.
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SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:43:18 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Donald Yanito Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To Whom It May Concern,

| am compelled to articulate my opposition to the proposed gun legislation in Hawaii, which |
perceive as a significant threat to our Second Amendment rights. Recent legislative efforts have
sparked considerable concern among citizens, fearing an overreach into our constitutional
freedoms and questioning the efficacy of such measures in genuinely addressing the foundational
issues of gun violence.

The discourse surrounding gun control frequently posits a direct correlation between firearm
availability and crime rates. However, seminal research by Kleck and Gertz (1995) contradicts
this narrative by demonstrating the frequent utilization of firearms for self-defense, challenging
the premise that increased gun ownership directly results in elevated crime rates. This assertion
is corroborated by data from the Pew Research Center (2019), indicating that a significant
segment of U.S. adult’s own firearms predominantly for personal protection, thus underscoring
the essential role of guns in ensuring individual safety

Further scrutiny, particularly an analysis conducted by The Daily Signal, examines a study from
the Violence Policy Center that erroneously labels concealed-carry permit holders as a
significant risk to public safety. This critique, informed by Swearer and Conway’s examination,
elucidates a flawed interpretation of data, including the inappropriate categorization of incidents,
such as suicides, thereby inflating the perceived risk presented by permit holders (Swearer &
Conway, n.d.). This distortion of public perception detracts from the fact that concealed-carry
permit holders rank among the most law-abiding demographics

Considering the Supreme Court's decision in New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v.
Bruen, it is crucial to understand its implications on Second Amendment jurisprudence. Eric
Ruben’s testimony before the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary sheds light on the
complexities introduced by this decision. Ruben (2023) critiques the historical-analogical
method mandated by Bruen for evaluating gun laws, highlighting the potential difficulties in
applying historical precedents to contemporary gun regulation and public safety issues. Ruben's
analysis raises important considerations about the historical-analogical method introduced by
Bruen for evaluating gun laws, underscoring the challenges and potential impacts on judicial
decisions regarding gun regulation.



It is imperative to consider the extensive implications of restrictive gun control measures on
citizen rights. Practical strategies to curtail gun violence should prioritize addressing illegal gun
possession and misuse, augmenting background checks, and amplifying mental health support
rather than imposing broad restrictions that unjustly impact law-abiding gun owners.

In closing, | strongly advocate for policymakers to thoroughly examine the evidence that
illustrates the positive impact of gun ownership on self-defense and public safety. Embracing a
nuanced and balanced approach is crucial for upholding our constitutional rights

while effectively addressing the multifaceted nature of gun violence. This approach should
recognize the legitimate role of firearms in personal protection and the importance of
implementing policies that respect the rights of law-abiding citizens, ensuring that measures
taken are both just and effective in promoting public safety.
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SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:48:19 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tyler Matsuda- . Written Testimony
Yamamoto Individual Oppose Only
Comments:

Hello,

If you are reading this thank you for taking the time to hear my plead for your help. I am born
and raised here in Hawaii and | am a 6 year veteran of the Active duty Army as a Combat
Engineer. For many of my younger years | have struggled attempting to find my path in career
choice after | had be honorably discharged from military service. It has been a long and difficult
road for me to find suitable work for me to sustain a comfortable living for me and my two sons.
If this bill passes I will be losing my career as | have now finally finished schooling with the help
of my GI Bill to become a gunsmith at Firearms International LLC here in Honolulu.

Despite those who may know or not know, it is always a very difficult transition for us vets once
our government let's us go from a lifestyle that is taught to us as necessary for the security of our
nation. To summarize, | love my job and it is my passion to be able to bring my customers,
friends and family here in Hawaii safe and affordable services for their hobbies in sports
shooting activities. But with this bill which would take away any chance of our hobby thriving,
will also take away my ability to feed and house my children. It has taken me years to finally
love my work and I hope that you hear my plead.

Mahalo and | hope you have a great day,

Tyler Matsuda-Yamamoto
Chief Gunsmith

Firearms International LLC
1150 N Nimitz HWY, Store #8

Honolulu, HI



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/16/2024 7:55:26 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
jared nakamura Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

| oppose this bill. Propose bills that actually lessen crime and stop limiting law abiding citizens
who responsibly enjoy shooting for sport as well as a means to defend ourselves.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 8:12:28 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sheldon Miyakado Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

Strongly oppose!! Criminals will be criminals don't punish law abiding citizens.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 8:18:34 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Donald Correia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Unconstitutional, please refer to the second amendment....



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 8:28:13 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bronson Teixeira Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha Senators of the JDC committee, thank you for giving me the opportunity to voice my
opinion.

I believe the issue we face in America today is not the so called “gun violence”, but rather it is a
mental health issue and a gang/crime violence issue as well as the lack of punishment in the
judicial system. I don’t understand how one can blame a mechanical device or a tool and let’s
keep in mind that it requires someone to pull the trigger and because of these actions of some
individuals us law abiding individuals are being punished by them wanting to take away an
excellent sporting rifle. It’s kind of like blaming the automobile instead of the drunk driver for
killing an innocent family, it just doesn’t make any sense.

As of 2022 firearm related deaths have been on a slow decline. At its 2021 peak statistics show
48,830 firearm related deaths. 53% of that is suicide (26,328), 43% is homicide(20,958), and the
remaining deaths were either accidental or involving law enforcement. ALL LONG GUNS that’s
including ASSAULT WEAPONS AND SHOTGUNS combined make up around only 4% of that
firearm homicides. I will also throw out there that the Opioid and Fentanyl epidemic kills over
double the amount of firearms, that’s well over 100,000 people killed by these drugs.

Now if we look at the data given we can clearly see the guns are not the issue, suicide,
crime/gang violence and a soft slap on the wrist type of judicial system are the problems we face
today.

| firmly believe there are other areas that need to be focused on instead of attacking our
constitutional right and if we could agree on that | believe we could get much more done. Fixing
the mental health care system, start handing out stiffer criminal judgements and getting the
drugs off the streets will in fact have an impact on the outcome. The attack on firearms seems to
be a lazy man’s approach to finding the solution, there are better ways.



| appreciate your time in reading this and if you have and questions or would like me to answer
some questions | would be more than happy to. 8084639438 is my phone number.

Thank you for hearing me, Bronson Teixeira



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 8:50:29 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Eugene Pasalo Jr Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

Taking away our right to protect ourselves and our 2nd amendment.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 8:51:41 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
lan Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose bill SB3196 it's not only affecting the law-abiding citizens this bill will also affect local
business owners that are in the fire arm industry. Not only are you trying to take away our rights
but it's also taking away from our local business owners in the fire arm industry. That is

their way of making a living not just for them selves but also for their families.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/16/2024 8:59:00 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mark Onnagan Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

I highly oppose this bill because it's clearly unconstitutional for us law abiding American
citizens. The bill(SB3196) says "The legislature is committed to protect the safety and wellbeing
of its citizens.” This bill is going to disarm the law abiding citizens and give the criminals the
upper hand. So obvious that no criminal will follow any gun law(s). I really don't understand
why the legislature is always helping the criminals by making it so difficult for us law abiding

citizens!?




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:03:07 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Iric Viscarra Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dearest Legislators,

I'm writing you to express my concerns and opposition regarding SB3196 this bill will not only
violate our 2nd amendment rights to bear arms and also infringing our rights of freedom to
exercise to protect our property,families against criminals.

We as a law abiding gun owners are not the problem in this country. | encourage you to please
focus on a much better solutions and a better equipped law enforcement and intelligence officers
to go after criminals and locked them up.

None of this bills will prevent nor stop a criminal’'s committing a crime,simply because criminals
don't follow the laws.

Hawaii State is one of the most stricter gun laws in america,gun owners are undergone a

background check,handgun safety training,and a lot more say. | hope and pray that this bill will
not be passed. Thank so much!

Mahalo

Iric Viscarra



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:04:31 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I am not in support of this bill. Criminals will find a way to get any weapons even if they are
banned. All you are doing is punishing law abiding citizens.the second amendment shall not be
infringed and yet you keep wanting to ban rifles that are in common use by all citizens. Why do
you keep taking our rights away?



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:23:15 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Justin DeGuzman Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/umony

Comments:

| strongly oppose sh3196, having the right to own a firearm is our constitutional right. We
already have strict laws against firearms in the atate of Hawaii. Banning certain types of firearms
from law abiding individuals is not going to help or change anything that a criminal would do or
the ability for someone to obtain it illegally. | strongly believe that the government should not be
involved with my second amendment rights. There is more pressing issues in the atate that

should be addressed.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:25:06 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Harry Naidas Jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I will continue to oppose of bill SB3196

Again, | question if this bill was made in response to the deaths that occurred the beginning of
this year?? Are the politicians behind this bill aware that the criminals responsible for these
horrible crimes are NOT LAW ABIDING CITIZENS and have attained these firearms
ILLEGALLY??

How would putting more gun laws on innocent law abiding citizens stop evil people from
attaining such weapons and attachments illegally??

For the law abiding people of Hawai‘i, we are aware the need for background checks, mental
health checks, Firearm applications and registrations of firearms. We are aware of the need of
firearm safety class. We are also aware that our police cannot be everywhere and that if the
emergency arises, we should be able to protect ourselves from those who wish to do harm to us.
Us, law abiding citizens, are aware of the gun laws the state of Hawai‘i has placed on us and we
do our best to comply with all of them, yet we question the politicians on how these rules apply
to those who won't follow these laws?

This bill only makes it harder for law abiding citizens to protect ourselves from evil people and
practicing our second amendment right.

Restricting these firearms and attachments and putting a limit on all firearm magazines will not
stop evil people from breaking the law and purchasing these firearms and overloading their
magazines illegally.

If the politicians who propose this bill think this will stop the gun crimes happening in Hawai‘i, |
would like them to reflect on Hawai‘i's Fireworks bill.. how well has it been working out for us?
How many times have we caught people buying "illegal fireworks"? How many tons of "illegal
fireworks" have been confiscated yet a lot of these illegal fireworks are being shot up in the night
sky during 4th of July and New Years Eve.

Putting restrictions on us law abiding citizens will not stop those from breaking the law.

Again, | oppose of bill SB3196 and will continue opposing bill SB3196



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:46:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Braun Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony

Comments:

| strongly oppose bill sbh3196 because I believe it goes against peoples rights to keep in bear
arms. It will prohibit people from being able to own semiautomatic firearms, which is an
infringement on the 2nd amendment. Thousands, if not millions of semi-automatic firearms ,

are already owned by law abiding citizens, which make them in common use. This bill only aims
to restrict people who follow the law and will have no effect on criminals who wish to do harm.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:55:07 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
jayson guzman Individual Oppose erttenOTesnmony
nly
Comments:

This is an infringement and violation of constitutional rights.

Criminals do not follow rules. All this bill does is empower criminals and punish law abiding
citizens. This will be the same as the aerial fireworks ban- ineffective, and all it will do is
increase prices and demand.

There are many of these firearms already in common circulation, and banning them will prove
ineffective.

Stop empowering criminals and let the people have the opportunity to protect themselves and
their families.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:59:10 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Donovan Sun Individual Oppose Writteno'lr'](le;timony
Comments:
Aloha,
| oppose SB3196.

Mabhalo



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:59:14 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kahana Kauahi Individual Oppose W”tte”OTnflﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose sh3196 as it infringes on my God given right and violates the second amendment to
bear arms to protect myself and family. Im a law abiding citizen. Criminals do not obey laws.
This bill will not help gun crimes.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 9:59:23 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ethan baggs Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/16/2024 10:01:48 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Denver Esmele Individual Comments ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Dear Hawai'i State Legislature,

My name is Denver Esmele. As a law-abiding citizen, | am deeply concerned about the
preservation of our constitutional rights and the safety of our communities. | urge you to
carefully consider the implications of any proposed legislation aimed at banning semi-automatic
rifles in Hawai‘i. The Second Amendment guarantees the right of individuals to bear arms, and
any infringement upon this fundamental liberty demands thoughtful scrutiny and consideration
of its consequences.

The Second Amendment stands as a cornerstone of our nation’s principles, affirming the right of
law-abiding citizens to bear arms for self-defense and protection of one’s property. Semi-
automatic rifles are a commonly chosen tool for these lawful purposes, whether it be for hunting,
sport shooting, or safeguarding one’s home and family. Law enforcement resources are finite and
should be directed towards addressing actual threats to public safety. Responsible gun owners
who utilize semi-automatic rifles for lawful purposes contribute positively to community safety,
and diverting resources towards enforcing a ban on these firearms would only strain law
enforcement efforts without addressing the root causes of crime.[s}:p}Banning semi-automatic rifles
is unlikely to significantly reduce gun violence, as criminals often obtain firearms through illegal
means regardless of legal restrictions. Rather than enacting measures that restrict the rights of
law-abiding citizens, efforts should be focused on implementing comprehensive solutions that
address the root causes of violence in our communities. A blanket ban on semi-automatic rifles
unfairly penalizes law-abiding citizens who use these firearms responsibly. Such a measure
would not effectively address the underlying issues contributing to gun violence and would
disproportionately impact those who rely on semi-automatic rifles for legitimate purposes, such
as hunting or competitive shooting. Looking at historical examples, it becomes clear that blanket
bans on firearms have not always yielded the desired outcomes. It is essential to examine the
effectiveness of similar measures in other jurisdictions and consider whether they have

succeeded in reducing crime rates or preventing mass shootings.

For many individuals, semi-automatic rifles serve as important tools for lawful activities such as
hunting, sport shooting, and self-defense. These firearms hold sentimental value and are integral
to cherished traditions and recreational pursuits. Personal anecdotes illustrate the real-world
impact of proposed legislation on law-abiding citizens and their ability to exercise their rights
responsibly. We must explore alternative solutions that address the complex factors contributing
to gun violence. This includes investing in mental health services, addressing socio-economic



disparities, and ensuring the effective enforcement of existing laws. By taking a holistic
approach, we can work towards meaningful and lasting solutions that promote community safety
without infringing upon individual rights.

In conclusion, I urge policymakers to carefully consider the implications of any proposed ban on
semi-automatic rifles. Upholding the rights guaranteed by the Second Amendment is essential,
while simultaneously addressing the root causes of gun violence through comprehensive and
effective measures. Let us work together to promote community safety without infringing upon
the liberties of law-abiding citizens.

Mabhalo for your attention to this matter,

Denver Esmele



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:06:28 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristian Ibana-luis Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

As a person in the army national guard, WITH history of family fighting in WW1, WW2, Korea,
Vietnam, Desert Storm, and even in the early 2000's. | kristian Ibana would like to say that this is
very unconstitutional, along with being very unclear of what the UNITED STATES
CONSTITUTION SAYS, MEANS, AND STANDS BY, and very unprofessional for a state to
OPPOSE, AND NOT UP HOLD YOUR OATH TO SWEAR TO PROTECT AND DEFEND
THE CONSTITUTION ALONG WITH ITS AMENDMENTS. My family of many generations
fighting in many wars, have lost 1 too many friends in these wars, JUST TO PROTECT OUR
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS BUILD AND ESTABLISH A SO CALLED FREE
COUNTRY/STATE. We've won wars NOT TO BE A CORRUPT GOVERNMENT BUT TO
STRENGTHEN OUR MEANS TO BE CITIZENS OF A COUNTRY THAT HAS BEEN
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1776. Over the years | have seen old pictures of HPD back in the 50's
and 60's TEACHING ABOUT WEAPON SAFETY AND HANDLING OFFERING WHAT IT
MEANS TO BE CONSTITUTIONAL, THE STATE OF HAWAII HAS SINGLE HANDEDLY
DESTROYED ALL OF THAT DURING MY GENERATION OF LIVING(90's - early 2000's),
For the state of Hawai‘i to introduce this bill ENOUGH IS ENOUGH WITH THE
CORRUPTION, THE GUN CONTROL IS SOO MASSIVE AND RIDICULOUS TO WHERE
THE PEOPLE CANNOT AFFORD A TICKET FOR SOMETHING THEIR PRACTICING
THAT IS 1) CONSTITUTIONAL, 2) FOUGHT AND PAID FOR WITH THE LIVES OF
THOSE FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM IN THE PREVIOUS WARS, and 3) over 65-80 years of
these gun laws with Hawai‘it ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. THE HAWAII GOVERNMENT IS
SUPPOSED TO BE FOR THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, WE THE PEOPLE, INWHICH
PROOFS MY CASE THAT BY SEEING THIS BILL BEING INTRODUCED WE HAVE A
FEDERAL RIGHT BY THE 2nd AMENDMENT WHICH THE STATE OF HAWAII
DOESN'T TRUMP. YOU ALL ARE SUPPOSED TO SUPPORT AND UPHOLD, NOT
STAND AGAINST. READ THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION BECAUSE THE STATE OF
HAWAII ISNT A SINGLE POWER, AGAIN THE STATE OF HAWAII ISNT A SINGLE
POWER, YOU ANSWER, SUPPORT, AND UPHOLD A FEDERAL DOCUMENT SIGNED
AND DATED BACK TO 1776, YOU HAVE NO POWER TAKING AWAY OUR
CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOM WHEN ITS BEEN PAID FOR BY SOO MANY LIVES,
AND SOO MANY WARS, IF WE GO DEFENSELESS BECAUSE OF THE STATE OF
HAWAII THEN WHAT WILL THAT MEAN. IF A NATIONAL THREAT WAS TO COME,
HOW WILL WE DEFEND OURSELVES, HOW WILL WE PROTECT EACH OTHER FROM
INVADERS IF YOU TAKE AWAY THE 1 THING THAT OVER POWERS EACH AND
EVERYONE OF YOU IN THE STATE OFFICE.



A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED. - 2nd Amendment

State laws can be struck down by the U.S. Supreme Court if the court feels that those laws are
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. This is because Article 1V Clause Il of the U.S. Constitution, as well
as the 14th Amendment, make federal law the supreme law of the land.

Question by Anonymous: Do we have the right to overthrow our government?

The Declaration of Independence says that we not only have the RIGHT but we also have
the duty to ALTER or ABOLISH any government that does NOT SECURE our unalienable
rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Referance: Given that the U.S. was formed by settlers who threw off British government rule,
there is also an historic precedent for overthrowing the government.

"The time to guard against corruption and tyranny, is before they shall have gotten hold of us. It
is better to keep the wolf out of the fold, than to trust to drawing his teeth and talons after he
shall have entered."” - 1st President George Washington

“there is So much Rascallity, so much Venality and Corruption, so much Avarice and Ambition,
such a Rage for Profit and Commerce among all Ranks and Degrees of Men even in America,
that | sometimes doubt whether there is public Virtue enough to support a Republic.” - 2nd
President John Adams

"When the people are afraid of the government, that's tyranny. But when the government is
afraid of the people, that's liberty." - 3rd President Thomas Jefferson

“We need a revolution every 200 years,
because all governments become stale and
corrupt after 200 years.” - Benjamin
Franklin 1 of MANY FOUNDING FATHERS
OF AMERICA

All these great men and the constitution | have quoted was the reason why THE
CONSTITUTION WAS MADE, THEY FOUGHT IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR TO
ESTABLISH A FREE COUNTRY AND ITS STATES, FOR HAWAII WILL BE LOST IF ITS
GOVERNMENT KEEPS ON THINKING WE CAN TRUMP THE AMENDMENTS, EVEN
OUR BOYS IN BLUE HPD RAISES THEIR RIGHT HANDS AND EACH AND EVERYONE
OF YOU IN THE STATE OFFICE RAISES YOUR RIGHT HAND, INWHICH MY FAMILY
AND MYSELF HAVE RAISED OUR RIGHT HAND TO SWEAR TO PROTECT, SUPPORT,


https://www.learnliberty.org/blog/category/government/

AND UPHOLD THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, NEVER TO GO
AGAINST, ABOLISH, AND TRUMP IT. FOR EVEN THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF CANNOT
TRUMP THE AMENDMENTS BECAUSE HE RAISES HIS RIGHT HAND TO SWEAR TO
PROTECT THE SAME THING JUST LIKE EACH AND EVERYONE OF US.

PS. Government funded buildings is funded by the people, tax paying dollars are from the
people, and the government is public servants for the people, and WHOS PUBLIC, The public is
WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA that's who.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:22:36 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
KAIKA SASAOKA Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. These are more infringements upon our rights that are coinciding with
the hampering of our abilities to already gain firearms, CCW, etc. | should have the right as a
human and a law abiding American citizen to have firearms of these sort so | may protect my
family, my household, and property. These restrictions will only continue to hurt law abiding
citizens as criminals/bad-guys can and will get any of the equipment listed in this bill as we
currently see on the news almost every other day. With the current rise in crime, especially ones
that deal with gun violence, it is negligent to prohibit our rights to firearms in any way!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:36:21 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
John Bigornia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Unconstitutional. This infringes upon our 2nd amendment rights. If you want to claim not
allowing foreigners to purchase Hawaiian lands is unconstitutional, stay consistent.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:37:15 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Ruiz Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This bill is horrible. There is no such thing as an assult weapon. | use my AR for hunting. This
is a violation of the Second Amendment.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:15:31 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jay r Pallas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

1. Do not unarmed the good citizens criminals should be.
2. please do not take always second amendment
3. Some Citizens will leave hawaii when this law approved do not chase away aloha.

4. hawaii will come like California soon. Please don't be like that. Keep hawaii it should be. We
already have enough in Hawaii. Why just concentrate the people of lahaina?



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:05:46 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael Moylan Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:51:22 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Randy Cheung Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ltle)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill.

The parameters used for defining "assault" rifles, shotguns, and pistols are too far reaching and
this bill would be a de facto ban on all semi-auto rifles. Most of the "assault features™ listed are
in fact common and popular features found on virtually all firearms. Reducing the number of
"assault features” that qualify a firearm as an "assault firearm™ from two features to one
feature means that virtually all semi-auto rifles would qualify as "assault rifles".

These firearms are already owned and possessed by many law abiding firearms owners in
Hawaii. By prohibiting ownership, transfer, possession, etc, the value of these firearms are
effectively reduced to zero. The same would be true for all accessories, ammunition, and all
other incidental items, like carrying cases, cleaning supplies, shooting targets, etc. Most likely all
firearms owners in Hawaii will be immediately financially harmed by this bill, including myself.

Additionally, according to the committee report on the previous hearing for this bill on Feburary
14th, 2024, they received support testimony fromt "over one hundred individuals" and oppose
testimony from "over one thousand eighty individuals™. This bill was passed through that
committee 3-0, unamended. It appears that the voice of the people fell on deaf ears. | fear that
this will dissuade many from resubmitting thier testmony on this bill. I urge you to take this into
account in your decision making.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:53:05 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Addison K Caluya Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ltle)s/tlmony

Comments:

As a law abiding gun owner | must vehemently again oppose SB3196. The breadth and scope of
this proposed bill does nothing to address the root causes of crime and violence upticks in our
state but does apply a blanket ban on nearly anything that is a semi automatic firearm.

Improving the conditions of our state and safety of our people does not come from infringing
upon the 2nd amendment rights of citizens to defend themselves.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:53:38 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Walter Philbrook Individual Oppose W”tte”OTnflﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

Before you pass this bill, do your homework.Most rifles today are semi automatic with
detachable magazines.

They are used for everything from home defence to hunting. As far as an assault rifle is
concerned, they are an automatic rifle. Automatic rifles are not sold in the U.S. The AR in AR-
15 stands for Armrilite, which is the original company that created the rifle. It is no more
dangerous than a shot gun or a bolt action rifle. This bill is against the 2nd Amendment to the
Constitution of the U.S. Take a safety course in gun handling. Again don't listen to propaganda.
Take your time, use your common sense. Don't give into unwarranted fear. DO NOT PASS
THIS UNNECESSARY BILL!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:59:57 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brent Matson Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill because this further chips away at our constitutional rights as US citizens
afforded by the 2nd amendment. Instead of restricting law abiding citizens rights, there should
be tougher penalties and prosecution for violation of existing laws. This bill is unconstitutional
and restricts our ability to defend ourselves.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:12:24 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Charles Kenui-Lee Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| STRONGLY oppose this bill. I still dont understand the purpose of this bill, there is no context
for the reason of this bill.

Again, | strongly oppose this bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:32:53 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Williams Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My Second Amendment rights shall not be infringed in any way!!!! Strongly oppose this bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:52:04 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
troy samura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:54:32 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jonathan Osborne Individual Oppose Wmteno-lr-@tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:56:09 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gary Robinson Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| continue to strongly OPPOSE this bill.

In the previous committee hearing, this bill received support testimony from over one hundred
individuals, and OPPOSE testimony from over ONE THOUSAND EIGHTY individuals. Listen
to the constituents who elected you and Kill this bill.

This bill negatively impacts me, directly. I own modern firearms, and firearms components,
commonly used throughout the country by law-abiding citizens, that would satisfy the proposed
definitions for “assault rifle” and “assault weapon attachment”.

This bill would prevent me from being able to replace components that break on these currently
owned firearms (for example, could not replace my existing magazines, or purchase additional
spares).

This bill would prevent me from being able to take my firearms to another state for hunting,
recreation, or competition purposes, and then return with them to the state.

This bill would prevent me from obtaining or using benign muzzle devices, such as a
compensator, on pistols or rifles. (Note, the bill infers that “bad” muzzle devices are those which
suppress sound or mask muzzle flash. That is why I point out uses of threaded barrels that aren’t
necessarily “assault-y”)

It is also not clear in this bill what is the status of firearms owned by exempted personnel [134-8
(e)] when they leave their service as military, wardens, or LE. May they retain their exempted
firearms, or must the firearm be transferred out of the state?

| have chosen to only list my personal impacts if this bill were to pass into a law. In addition, the
bill states it is attempting to address gun violence. My understanding is that most perpetrators of
gun violence (i.e. criminals) do not comply with existing laws, so new bills that add burden or
impact law-abiding citizens do not have any significant impact on those criminals. The authors
of this bill probably perceive this disconnect, at some level of self-awareness, and | will not
dwell on it here,



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:57:33 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dean C Hernandez Jr Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

I oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:08:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Bergin Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196 and I will continue to oppose it for the same reasoning as my previous
opposing testimony.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:14:21 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kaleo Ruedy Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| highly oppose sh3196. Stop infringing on our rights to bear arms.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:19:38 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kelvin N Asahina, DDS Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| am strongly opposed to this bill. As | stated before, such legislation will do nothing to stop
criminals from obtaining and using your vaguely defined "assault weapons™ while committing
their evil deeds. Gun laws only affect law abiding citizens!



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:30:09 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
James R Cabodol Jr Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

Here we go again!! You folks need to understand our rights, by not allowing us to have these
items is INFRINGING in our rights, at the moment it seems like all you politicians are doing is
trying to eliminate all our rights too have complete control over "WE THE PEOPLE" as long as
we are here we will stand for our right and for those reasons | strongly oppose this
RIDICULOUS bill, please keep in mind Our RIGHTS IS OUR RIGHTS!!




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:30:23 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Eric Clark Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I am writing to strongly oppose this Bill. First, it clearly is so broad it does not make any sense
to categorize so many firearms as 'assault’, totally regardless of calibre. A simple item such as a
pistol grip to aid in holding the firearm steady, or a heat shield to stop from being burned by a
heated barrell, or an adjustable stock so it can fit multiple sized individuals, make zero sense to
categorize as an assault weapon. Second, the CA ban on assault rifles that was not as restrictive
as this proposed Bill, but still with bans on similar illogical items, was just overturned at the
Federal level. These kinds of overly restrictive, overtly anti-Citizens 2a gun ownership rights,
will continue to result in legal losses when challenged, and costs to all tax payers. It is time for
the anti-2a/ anti-Bruen decision politicians to put their personal positions aside and stop
attempting to make up for Federal decisions they personally disagree with. Just Stop

Already. Includes the Mayor, Governor, Karl Rhoads, and the committee that passed this Bill
with 2 members absent, despite an overwhelming number of opposing testimony. Please
remember that we vote and that 1-2k votes is a big deal - you may soon have to seek new
positions that pay nealry $200k/year for part time work.

| am writing this as a private citizen, | also serve on the board of CrimeStoppers Honolulu, as
well as in the past on the State of Hawaii Aerospace Advisory Board.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:41:27 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wayne Asam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Wayne Asam

1277 Kipaipai St. Apt. 30B
Pearl City, HI 96782
crypto1300@gmail.com
808-554-2868

February 17th, 2024

Subject: Strong Opposition to Proposed Firearm Regulation Amendments

Hello,

| am writing to express my vehement opposition to the proposed amendments outlined in the bill
concerning firearms, specifically targeting assault rifles, assault shotguns, assault pistols, .50
caliber rifles, and firearm attachments. | firmly believe that these proposed changes are
misguided and will negatively impact law-abiding citizens without achieving the intended goals
of enhanced public safety.

While | understand the importance of addressing concerns related to firearms, the proposed bill
fails to strike a balance between public safety and the fundamental rights of responsible gun
owners. The following points encapsulate the primary reasons for my strong opposition to the
bill:

Overreach of Restrictions:

The bill appears to overreach by categorizing a broad range of firearms as "assault weapons"
without considering their legitimate uses in self-defense, sporting activities, and other lawful
purposes. This overbroad classification neglects the distinctions between firearms and unfairly
stigmatizes law-abiding gun owners.

Impact on Law-Abiding Citizens:

The proposed restrictions disproportionately affect responsible gun owners who use firearms for
lawful purposes, including self-defense and recreational activities. By limiting access to certain
firearms and accessories, the bill imposes unnecessary burdens on individuals who have
demonstrated a commitment to safety and adherence to existing regulations.



Failure to Address Root Causes:

Rather than addressing the root causes of violence, the bill focuses on restricting access to
specific firearms. Comprehensive solutions should involve addressing mental health issues,
improving law enforcement strategies, and implementing educational programs to promote
responsible firearm ownership.

Inadequate Consideration of Individual Rights:

The proposed bill raises concerns about infringing upon the Second Amendment rights of law-
abiding citizens. It is crucial to respect and uphold the constitutional rights of individuals while
pursuing measures that genuinely enhance public safety.

Potential Impact on Local Economy:

The prohibition on the sale or transfer of certain firearms within the state may have adverse
effects on local businesses and the economy, particularly those involved in the firearms industry.
This could lead to job losses and economic downturns in affected sectors.

In conclusion, | urge you to reconsider the proposed amendments and explore alternative
measures that prioritize both public safety and individual rights. Collaborative efforts involving
all stakeholders, including gun owners, can lead to more effective and fair solutions to address
concerns related to firearms.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and | trust that you will carefully consider the
implications of the proposed bill on the rights and freedoms of law-abiding citizens.

Sincerely,
Wayne Asam



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:42:08 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kai Asam Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Kai Asam

1277 Kipaipai St. Apt. 30B
Pearl City, HI 96782
jinx8995@gmail.com
808-554-2913

February 17th, 2024

Subject: Strong Opposition to Proposed Firearm Regulation Amendments

Hello,

| am writing to express my vehement opposition to the proposed amendments outlined in the bill
concerning firearms, specifically targeting assault rifles, assault shotguns, assault pistols, .50
caliber rifles, and firearm attachments. | firmly believe that these proposed changes are
misguided and will negatively impact law-abiding citizens without achieving the intended goals
of enhanced public safety.

While | understand the importance of addressing concerns related to firearms, the proposed bill
fails to strike a balance between public safety and the fundamental rights of responsible gun
owners. The following points encapsulate the primary reasons for my strong opposition to the
bill:

Overreach of Restrictions:

The bill appears to overreach by categorizing a broad range of firearms as "assault weapons"
without considering their legitimate uses in self-defense, sporting activities, and other lawful
purposes. This overbroad classification neglects the distinctions between firearms and unfairly
stigmatizes law-abiding gun owners.

Impact on Law-Abiding Citizens:

The proposed restrictions disproportionately affect responsible gun owners who use firearms for
lawful purposes, including self-defense and recreational activities. By limiting access to certain
firearms and accessories, the bill imposes unnecessary burdens on individuals who have
demonstrated a commitment to safety and adherence to existing regulations.



Failure to Address Root Causes:

Rather than addressing the root causes of violence, the bill focuses on restricting access to
specific firearms. Comprehensive solutions should involve addressing mental health issues,
improving law enforcement strategies, and implementing educational programs to promote
responsible firearm ownership.

Inadequate Consideration of Individual Rights:

The proposed bill raises concerns about infringing upon the Second Amendment rights of law-
abiding citizens. It is crucial to respect and uphold the constitutional rights of individuals while
pursuing measures that genuinely enhance public safety.

Potential Impact on Local Economy:

The prohibition on the sale or transfer of certain firearms within the state may have adverse
effects on local businesses and the economy, particularly those involved in the firearms industry.
This could lead to job losses and economic downturns in affected sectors.

In conclusion, | urge you to reconsider the proposed amendments and explore alternative
measures that prioritize both public safety and individual rights. Collaborative efforts involving
all stakeholders, including gun owners, can lead to more effective and fair solutions to address
concerns related to firearms.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and | trust that you will carefully consider the
implications of the proposed bill on the rights and freedoms of law-abiding citizens.

Sincerely,
Kai Asam



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:46:02 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brent Uemae Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill as | am a law-abiding citizen, hunter, and recreational shooter. Items
that this bill is looking to ban are commonly owned by many residents who use them for lawful
purposes. This bill is a burden on those who own and use firearms legally and disguises itself as
a solution to a problem that does not statistically exits.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:54:11 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jermaine Baraoidan Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose bill SB3196 . It is against our 2nd amendment rights as U.S. citizens. to
defend, protect ourselves, and others.

Thank you



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:56:57 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Barbieto Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| as a owner of various types of firearms oppose and find this bill to be Uncontutional to it's very
core making lawful abide citizens to felons overnight and criminal of course unlawful will have
theses arms if this law were to be passed | as a firearms owner will NOT surrender no such arms
because this bill is Uncontutional.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:57:15 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
MARLO MALICDEM Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

| Oppose SB3196. This is a violation to my 2nd Amendment rights. I am a Military Veteran. |
took an Oath to served and protect my country, the nation and my state for 20yrs. | believe our
Legislators do the same. Once again, |1 Oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:59:30 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tavite Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196. | feel it is infringing on my rights as an American citizen!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:09:02 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Lau Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196 because it is clearly unconstitutional. This is a blatant act of lawlessness by this
legislative to appear to be "doing something" about crime in the State of Hawaii. Banning
firearms as this bill is written, will not stop criminals from harming and or stop them from
violent act againts law abiding citizens. This is a concerted effort to eliminate the rights of law
abiding citizens and their right to bear arms and self defense. This bill is a carbon copy of
Colorado's assault weapons. Law makers need to focus on the root causes of gun violence. By
simply banning something, we have learned, does not solve the problem. (illegal fireworks)

| oppose SB3196 because it is clearly unconstitutional and does not follow precedence. (Bruen)



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:13:35 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kevin Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196. Taking away from law abiding citizens and turning US into criminals. You're
doing nothing to mitigate crimes in our community. No CRIMINAL will ever follow any bill
passed. All you politicians are doing is trying to disarm the community and turning us into
victims while. Of course you all don't care about us. As long as your pockets get full right? You
all should be ashamed of yourself.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:17:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joshua Dodo Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| HIGHLY OPPOSE SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:20:19 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kalani Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| don't see how this would keep us safer. This will only hurt people that obey the laws. Criminals
don't care. They'll still get there gun, have mags larger then 10 rounds, still sell guns. I think this
IS just more restrictions on an already restrictive system




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:30:51 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jose San Austin, Jr. Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| Jose San Agustin Jr Strongly OPPOSE SB 3196 it's a bill that warrants no proof by banning
semi automatic rifles and shotguns that it will lower or stop mentally I'll people from killing
other people. I refuse to call the firearms you want to ban as ASSAULT FIREARMS ???? guns

that shows by banning these firearms will make it safer for Hawaii ? ? ? ?



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:39:30 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brandon Tanaka Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

| oppose Bill 3196, as it goes against our Constitutional rights!!!!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:47:09 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nelson Mangrobang Individual Support W”tteno-;?;“mony
Comments:

| support this bill to pass.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:47:29 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tyler Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I strongly oppose SB3196. This will ruin many peoples hobbies and not to mention our
right as a citizen. This will not help anything and will only make the people of hawaii upset
at those in charge. The people you should be worried about will still find a way to illegally
possess "illegal™ firearms and use them as they want. Enough is enough. This is getting

ridiculous.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:51:36 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dustin Deponte Individual Oppose W”tteno-;?;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:56:29 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Triston Vera Cruz Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose bill SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:03:19 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tracy Gillard Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196. The real issue to gun violence is the mental health of the person behind the
gun. It seems everyone wants to blame the guns when it's a mental health issue. Getting help for
these people should be the main focus, not violating my 2nd Amendment of the

Constitution. Hawaii Legislators have no right to do this.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:04:43 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rob Kron Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill and feel that with proper training and permits that should be enough to allow
citizens to have these type of rifles and guns.

| feel the more you try to take away will only lead to more illegal or ghost guns being out there

and may end up in the wrong hands.

Its better to know what's out there and who has them in my opinion.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:08:11 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jarrod Goode Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose sb3196. Stop infringing on our 2A rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:11:26 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brian Isaacson Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Two U.S. DOJ studies have shown that the 1994 assault weapons ban had no discernable effect
on crime. Criminals don't use .50 cal. firearms as they are too expensive and unwieldy. Honest
gun owners with any sort of firearm are not a problem. Criminals with any sort of weapon are a
problem. Go after the criminals and quit harassing honest gun owner with laws that will only be
contested and finally overturnsed as unconstitutional. Hawaii is still subject to the rulings of the
United States Supreme Court.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:11:36 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Maurice Aquino Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196, | am a registered VVoter and a Retired Combat Veteran that served this
country to protect our Constitutional rights and all Amendments set forth in our United States
Constitution. I myself spent thousands of dollars on firearm purchaces and this band would
hinder my Second Ammendment rights, this bill would only target Law-abiding citizens like
myself from owning such firearms. I like to collect and shoot firearms as a Hobby and also for
self-protection. Please focus your energy on criminals not Law Abiding Citizens.

Sincerely,

MSG. Maurice Aquino (Retired)



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:20:52 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Janeen Tilfas Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
| strongly oppose SB3196.

This bill infringes on the second amendment rights of all law-abiding gun owners. Instead of
penalizing citizens who lawfully bear arms and have the right to feed and protect themselves and
their families, the use of government resources should be redirected from punishing responsible,
registered firearm owners, to addressing the root cause of crime/violence and the illegal
possession of firearms by individuals.

Legislators should focus on providing more education including safety and training classes.
Perform periodic mental health and background checks on registered firearms owners. Require
the immediate surrender/seizure of all firearms for individuals who are served with TRO's or
charged with violent crimes as their mental health may be altered and are no longer in a position
to safely bear arms. Provide more mental health and behavioral resources to the community. Hire
more law enforcement to provide adequate support and quicker response to violent situations so
firearm owners aren't left in a position where they have no choice but to self-defend.

Guns don't kill - People do. Guns aren't dangerous - People who shoot them with ill-intent are.
This bill provides NO evidence of a solution to reduce gun violence or any type of crime. This
bill will not stop criminals from illegally acquiring, possessing or using guns; it will only make it
more difficult for legal gun owners to exercise their constitutional rights and will compromise
their ability to protect themselves.

I do NOT support SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:25:19 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Verland Lucero Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this SB3196. This is unconstitutional and infringes on our rights as citizens of
the United States of America and a direct assault on our constitutional rights. This bill does more
harm than good. It erodes our ability to defend our selves. It strips our rights to enjoy our hobbies
our way of life, our interests and are means to hunt and provide for our families. SB3196 needs
to be terminated. Save our country from failure, save our country from coruption and in
competent law makers.

Remember criminals don't abide by laws. They don't care about others. They are selfish in nature
and have little to lose. They don't pay taxes or support the system. Law abide citizens are who
you should support and protect. They are the ones supporting this government. They are the ones
who take pride in this country and hold its values. Realize these things and you will realize a
better tomorrow.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:32:53 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joshua Pang-Ching Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196. This bill would directly impose on citizens rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:34:57 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristy Cruz Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose bill!



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:37:43 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Candace Dobrowolsky Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/Umony

Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:41:34 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
John Meadows Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| am writing to oppose SB3196. We are protected by the second amendment and have a right to
bear arms. With the second amendment comes the right to protect self, family and property. This
bill would ban most rifles and pistols from Hawaii. Hawaii already has the some of the strictest
gun laws in the country. All these laws do nothing to stop crime, but they punish the law abiding
citizens. These laws have no effect on criminals as they do not follow laws anyway. Please do

not pass this bill.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:56:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kenny Wusstig Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| submit this testimony in strong opposition to this outrageous bill. | understand that the
disturbing uptick in violence needs to be addressed and stopped. However unlawfully infringing
on the constitutional right to bear arms is not the way to go about solving the problem. This bill
will not only endanger the citizens right to defending themselves (especially in regard to police
response based upon location and availability of police officers), but will create economic
problems for those who work in the firearms industry who we the people along with our law
enforcement communities rely on. While curbing violence is a priority there must be another
logical solution to go about it. | believe that increasing law enforcement presence through proper
agency recruitment is the best solution to curbing violence. I strongly urge you not to pass this
ludicrous bill. Our Founding Father's did not establish the Constitution for it to be trampled on.
This bill will create more violence rather than prevent it.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:11:37 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Damien Mercado Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| Strongly oppose sh3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:32:05 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Ariola Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Hello,

| am writing to express my vehement opposition to the proposed amendments outlined in the bill
concerning firearms, specifically targeting assault rifles, assault shotguns, assault pistols, .50
caliber rifles, and firearm attachments. | firmly believe that these proposed changes are
misguided and will negatively impact law-abiding citizens without achieving the intended goals
of enhanced public safety.

While | understand the importance of addressing concerns related to firearms, the proposed bill
fails to strike a balance between public safety and the fundamental rights of responsible gun
owners. The following points encapsulate the primary reasons for my strong opposition to the
bill:

Overreach of Restrictions:

The bill appears to overreach by categorizing a broad range of firearms as "assault weapons"
without considering their legitimate uses in self-defense, sporting activities, and other lawful
purposes. This overbroad classification neglects the distinctions between firearms and unfairly
stigmatizes law-abiding gun owners.

Impact on Law-Abiding Citizens:

The proposed restrictions disproportionately affect responsible gun owners who use firearms for
lawful purposes, including self-defense and recreational activities. By limiting access to certain
firearms and accessories, the bill imposes unnecessary burdens on individuals who have
demonstrated a commitment to safety and adherence to existing regulations.

Failure to Address Root Causes:

Rather than addressing the root causes of violence, the bill focuses on restricting access to
specific firearms. Comprehensive solutions should involve addressing mental health issues,
improving law enforcement strategies, and implementing educational programs to promote
responsible firearm ownership.

Inadequate Consideration of Individual Rights:
The proposed bill raises concerns about infringing upon the Second Amendment rights of law-



abiding citizens. It is crucial to respect and uphold the constitutional rights of individuals while
pursuing measures that genuinely enhance public safety.

Potential Impact on Local Economy:

The prohibition on the sale or transfer of certain firearms within the state may have adverse
effects on local businesses and the economy, particularly those involved in the firearms industry.
This could lead to job losses and economic downturns in affected sectors.

In conclusion, | urge you to reconsider the proposed amendments and explore alternative
measures that prioritize both public safety and individual rights. Collaborative efforts involving
all stakeholders, including gun owners, can lead to more effective and fair solutions to address
concerns related to firearms.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and | trust that you will carefully consider the
implications of the proposed bill on the rights and freedoms of law-abiding citizens.

Sincerely,
Ryan Ariola



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:38:58 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael A Weisbrot Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

I cannot stress enough how this bill does not make any sort of sense. Once again | am on the
verge of becoming a felon just because of a hobby. Every time crimes are committed the
common denominator is the majority of the firearms are illegally acquired by people not able to
legally own them. Yet the only solution lawmakers seem to think will deter criminals is
penalizing law abiding citizens. The statistics show handguns are used in the majority of crimes
yet these bill targets rifles and shot guns, and antiques and relics at that. This will have zero
impact on the black and grey market weapon market but put unreasonable pressure on law
abiding owners to trash or destroy heirlooms that may have been handed down for generations
and spent thousands of dollars on for lawmakers to pat themselves a pat on the back and give

a false sense of public safety. It is exhausting conforming over and over and still being vilified.
When will this much effort be put into the root issues?



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:43:30 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Leslie Perry Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, 1 am opposed to this bill. I have several guns that | hunt with that fall in the categories of
guns that you are trying to ban. | am a law abiding citizen that legally purchased these guns and |
am a responsible gun owner. This bill violates my second amendment right and | ask that you
please do the right thing and not pass this bill. The issue isn't guns, their capacity, or type, the
issue is the type of people committing crimes with guns that were illegally obtained and their
mental health. | beg you to please not to punish the law abiding gun owners in Hawaii with this
bill. Mahalo and please do not pass this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:47:30 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Austen Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:01:02 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Norris Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, | oppose SB 3196. This is a poorly written piece of legislation and fraught with

issues. Why should something be banned because of a standard piece of safety equipment such
as a shroud? Pistol grips are simply a matter of stock design, nothing more. All firearms with
detachable magazine would in fact be banned as they can accept mags greater than 10 rounds—
its simple mechanics. This includes popular sporting and hunting long guns. This Bill goes too
far in search of a problem that does not exist. T

additionally there is no avenue for people to have fair compensation for these so called "assault
weapons” a $200 gift card is insulting and most people have invested thousand of dollars in their
firearms to hunt, target practice and defend their families and homes

there is no data showing that this bill is needed we the people who obey the laws are only
marginalized these "gun control” laws are never followed by criminals



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:01:05 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Wiesenbauer Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/tlmony

Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:03:34 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Reid Oya Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. The firearms you want to ban are by definition not "assault rifles ".
Assault rifles are select fire with fully automatic capabilities. (1 press of the trigger send multiple
rounds down range). The firearms you want to ban are semiautomatic. (1 trigger pull 1 round
down range). Also ithe SCOTUS decision in Heller says government can't ban items in common
use. With MILLIONS of semiautomatic rifles & magazines holding more than 10 rounds owned
by law abiding citizens, makes them very common. By banning these items you are denying
people one of the best defensive weapons available . Limiting magazines to only 10 rounds could
potentially get someone injured or killed. Especially if there are multiple attackers. The moment
something bad happens you only have seconds (or less) to react. The stress and adrenaline isn't
going to make easy to get a perfect shot. If there on drugs they may not stop with 1 or 2 shots.
Why do LEOs & military carry more than 10 rounds in a magazine? Shouldn't We The People
have the same chance to defend ourselves and others?

Bruen decision. TEXT, HISTORY & TRADITION. I couldn't find anything that banned what
type of firearm or how much ammunition one can carry . Please follow the Constitution of the
USA.

Shall not be infringed

Thank you for your time



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:05:12 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Deven English Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| am in strong opposition to this unconstitutional bill, do you all honestly believe that this will
stop the killing of innocents? All you are doing is allowing the criminals even more opportunity
to commit armed crimes and prey on the weak with law abiding citizens not being able to protect
their families with their God given rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:12:08 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nick Matsumoto Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am writing today as a concerned citizen and law-abiding gun owner.

| ask that you not pass any laws that further restrict my rights and do nothing to make the citizens
of Hawaii safer. Unfortunately, most of the bills | have seen do just that , and not address the
main concern mental heath .

I will start out by saying this: Guns are not the problem, law abiding gun owners are not

the problem. Nor are so-called "assault weapons" or "high-capacity magazines".

The real problem is the fact that little can be done about known "crazies" until they actually hurt
someone..



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:29:16 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sean Pepper Shiramizu Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

To Whom it may concern,

I am writing in OPPOSITION of SB3196. This bill, introduced, is already an infringement on
the 2nd amendment. You can’t deny the rights of the people to keep and bear arms. Hawaii’s
firearms laws are already restrictive enough for law abiding citizens.

In 2019 according to the Educational fund to Stop Gun Violence Statistics. Hawaii Had 62
gun related deaths. 66% percent or 41 deaths were by Suicide. 23% or 14 deaths were by
homicide and the remaining 7 were labeled as other... Seems like the deaths are more of a
mental health issue which is terrible and everyone should have the opportunity to get the help
they need! Maybe we should shift our focus to giving the people the ability to get help?

Hawaii currently has low gun crime as it is... With how restrictive gun laws ALREADY are.
According to Everystat.org Hawaii is #2 in the nation for lowest rate of gun deaths currently.
Averaging 61 deaths, 60% by suicide or an average of 36 deaths per year. 30% by homicide
which is an average of 18 deaths per year. 7% by shootings by police officers which is fewer
than 10 deaths. Less than 2% are unintentional and less than 2% are undetermined deaths.

If this is in the effort to reduce “gun violence,” let’s stretch that logic to other kinds of deaths.
When someone drinks alcohol, gets drunk and decides to drive while under the influence and
kills someone. Who do we hold responsible? The person who decided to consume alcohol and
drove. Why don’t we go after the manufacturer of the car that this person used to kill
someone? Maybe even ban those dangerous vehicles? "In 2021, HPD investigated 47 traffic
fatalities. An overwhelming 23 of them were Alcohol related,” per HPD's website. 23 fatalities
involving traffic fatalities with alcohol which is more than gun homicides at 14. Now on the flip
side, why is it when someone is injured or Killed by a firearm, society holds the firearm
responsible? Saying that we need to ban guns?

Another example is the state of Illinois. It is ranked 3rd according
to everytownresearch.org in terms of gun law strength. So a very restrictive gun law state. On
average the homicide rate with firearms is 62% according to everystat.org which equates to
1,009 deaths per year. 36% by suicide which equates to 578 deaths a year. 1% which is shooting
by police deaths, which is less than 10. Making Illinois have the 35th highest rate of gun deaths
in the US on average. On an average year 1,622 people die by firearms.



http://everystat.org/
http://everytownresearch.org/
http://everystat.org/

If we would shift our focus on other issues that seem to be more pressing. Since most of the
firearms related deaths in the state of HI are from suicide. Shouldn’t the best course of action be
to help create something that lets the citizens get the mental help they need? Not only getting the
quality of care, but in a timely manner as well. Also how is it helpful for the Supreme Court of
HI to defy the SCOTUS? Citing the “Spirit of Aloha,” insinuating that we don’t have the right to
protect ourselves. Native Hawaiians were walking around with the Leiomano and other
deadly weapons before America.

Hypothetically, if you were to implement these changes to all firearms in the future... Make it
for everyone... That includes law enforcement, private/armed security, and politicians with
security in the state of HI. | want to remind everyone that this is our inalienable RIGHT given to
us by the Constitution. If the law-abiding citizens can’t have them... Then nobody should have
it...

| appreciate your consideration of the data and trust that you will make informed decisions that
genuinely contribute to public safety while respecting our constitutional rights.

Sincerely,

A Concerned Citizen



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:31:36 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alice Abellanida Individual Oppose W“tte”OTn?;t'mony

Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill! This egregious assault on our Constitutional rights need to stop! Why
are we punishing law abiding citizens, when the lawbreakers are going to access guns regardless
of any law. It is a proven fact that armed societies reduce crime. If a criminal knows that people
are armed, they so not feel as empowered to commit crimes. Please stop this bill. You are

supposed to be working for the will of the people.

Alice Abellanida

Waianae



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:32:35 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kyle Ragan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196, along with any other attempt to further restrict the ability of lawful
citizens to legally own, possess, acquire or assemble firearms, such as the modern sporting rifle,
and oppose any attempt to further restrict or regulate the ownership of parts, accessories and
attachments for firearms, such as prohibiting magazines accepting more than ten rounds. SB3196
is a blatant attempt to infringe upon constitutional rights, interfering with the ability to keep and
bear arms, a necessity to maintain the security of a free state. Passing SB3196 would only further
restrict the ability of lawful citizens to adequately defend themselves from potential future
threats, using the thousands of Israeli citizens recently massacred as a real world example, all of
whom were unable to defend themselves as a result of restrictions such as this, and were unable
to rely on the aid of military and law enforcement, who were not able to respond in a timely
manner.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:37:23 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
robert nago Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose bill sh3196.

it is unconstitutional as to what this group is trying to accomplish. A firearm does not have a
mind of its own and their for cannot kill people on its own. It is the individual behind the firearm
that makes it dangerous.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:42:52 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Justin h Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This bill is unlawful, unconstitutional and will harm lawful firearm owners like myself.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:43:38 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Josh Wiegand Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

First and foremost, this bill would infringe upon Hawai‘i citizen's 2nd Amendment rights as
provided in the United States Constitution. Secondly, many of the weapons you would be
outlawing are extremely important tools in Hawai‘i, from hunting, to self-defense, to sport-
shooting. Lastly, the wording and definitions proposed in this bill do not, in my opinion, actually
represent what the writers of the bill are trying to accomplish due to a lack of factual knowledge
about firearms and, in particular, "AR" style rifles.

This state has a MAJOR ungulate problem, and one of the best conservation tactics available is
the hunting of these mammals. Semi-automatic weapons are extremely efficient for hunting these
overpopulated animals, especially the pigs and deer that are decimating farm lands that allow us
to grow cheaper, more accessible food and other products that we can sell or export. Reduced
farming means higher prices at the grocery stores. These animals are also utilized for food for
many people, so removing an effective hunting strategy would also increase your citizen’s food
costs by forcing them to buy meat raised on the mainland, filled with antibiotics and unfavorable
additives.

Semi-automatic rifles are also extremely popular self-defense weapons, which is very important
in the rural parts of islands that cannot rely on a police response arriving in time to save your life.
These same rifles are also one of the most affordable sport-shooting weapons. Many people
cannot afford to buy a hunting rifle, a self defense handgun, and a sport-shooting .22 rifle.
Having the access to 1 rifle that fulfills all three of those categories makes more sense in a state
that has the highest cost of living in the country.

All of the introducers to this bill represent Oahu. What is best for Oahu is rarely what is best for
the outer islands. Please consider the thoughts and needs of ALL the residents of Hawai‘i before
passing such a reckless bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:51:21 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason acosta Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Opposing SB3196 as it goes against my constitutional rights as a american citizen.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:53:50 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alan Medeiros Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| Alan Medeiros strongly oppose sb3196. I'm a strong believer of our constitution And you
politicians should be also, If you Do not support the Constitution of these United State of
America you should not be holding a seat in government. You swore an oath to uphold the
Constitution of our country. I will not be left unable to protect myself or my Ohana, because
some young politicians wants to disarm me. | back the men and women in blue, but they can't be
there whenever they are needed. Unarming the very people that probably voted for you (not me).
Passing more nonsense laws does not stop a criminal from committing crimes, A criminal will
be a criminal.

| AM NOT A CRIMINAL.

| OPPOSE SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:56:07 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Halcy Clinton Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:03:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Peter J Long 111 (Jim) Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/Umony
Comments:

| submit this testimony with ABSOLUTE & UNEQUIVOCAL OPPOSITION to the
CATEGORICALLY UNCONSTITUTIONAL proposal, SB3196.

“Do you trust those in Government, NOW & FOREVER IN THE FUTURE, to not take your
LIFE, LIBERTY, or PROPERTY with the force of government??

If the answer to this question is NO, the gun control debate is OVER!”

-KrisAnne Hall, JD

This ridiculous bill seeks to outlaw most semi automatic rifles, many of which are the most
widely owned and used firearms in the State and country as a whole!. All because of cosmetic
adaptations that make it “scary looking.” It also effectively extends the magazine ban for pistols
to STANDARD capacity magazines of many rifles. These proposals have already been struck
down in the Supreme Court of the United States as well as Circuit Courts across the country!

Almost every firearms owner in the state has some variant of an AR15 rifle, it is absolutely IN
COMMON USE by law abiding citizens in the state and thereby protected by the US Supreme
Court case ‘District of Columbia v. Heller (2008)’ I would also add that over the last several
years, thousands of responsible citizens have become new firearm owners due to the
unbelievable government encroachment during the COVID pandemic. Many of those firearms
are precisely the ones mentioned in this bill.

You, as state legislators who have taken the please to uphold the US Constitution as well as the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii are attempting to criminalize the possession of a tool that
millions across our state and nation depend on to protect themselves and their families, simply
because the tool “looks scary”. This bill is nothing more than an attempt to criminalize millions
of responsible firearms owners is order to create an illusion of safety. It will only hurt the
segment of the population you think you are attempting to protect. Criminals do not follow laws,
will not rid themselves of their semi automatic weapons, and will remain on par with the
government as the exclusive owners of semi auto firearms. In a world of politicians who want
nothing more than the eradication of individual liberties, wealth and power and criminals that
only want wealth and power, that’s a pretty scary proposition to law abiding citizens that simply
want to be left alone and raise their families.



This faulty bill will also outlaw millions of STANDARD capacity magazines that are already
widely in use within the state. Again, lawfully owned property that, with the stroke of a pen,
becomes contraband, and a felon of the, now, responsible owner.

This proposal is in poor taste as it seeks to criminalize law abiding citizens and addresses a NON
ISSUE in the State of Hawaii. This is fear mongering at the expense of citizens’ civil rights.

| urge the Legislature to REJECT this proposal.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:04:08 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bernardo Soriano Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| oppose proposed bill SB3196. | am a law abiding, tax paying citizen. | haven't broken any
laws or commited any crimes. As a citizen of the United States, i/we have the right to defend
ourselves against would be criminals from commiting violent/deadly crimes. By enacting this
bill, i could almost automatically become a felon as a legal owner of mentioned firearms. Why
is there an exception for law enforcement? We all know that LE cannot protect us from violent
crimes. it has been shown/proven time and time again. Violent and deadly crimes do happen,
majority of the time LE cannot prevent it from happening, they can only file a report/case after
the crime has been committed. We deserve the right to defend ourselves against violent
criminals. Crime is becoming increasingly violent and law abiding citizens are at their mercy as
the criminals will not obey laws and continue to carry and use deadly weapons. This bill disarms
and weakens law abiding citizens and opens them up to be victims of criminals who use deadly
force. This bill will not decrease violent crimes from happening, it will potentially lead to
increase loss of the innocent lives of law abiding citizens whose rights were taken away by the
passage of this bill and preventing us from defending ourselves. Law abiding citizens aren't the
ones commiting crimes with firearms. the data/evidence overwhelmingly proves that. passing
this bill will not positively affect crime or criminals, rather it will turn law abiding citizens into
criminals - whose main purpose of owning firearms is for self -defense/self-

preservation. enacting laws should be based on fact and not emotions. thanks for your time



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:17:05 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Quentin K Kiili Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is wrong taking away part of our 2nd amendment right especially here in Hawaii we already
have tuff laws with gun owners especially hunters those we hunt to provide food for our family
please just stop this bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:19:03 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Libert Chung Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To Whom It May Concern,
OPPOSE! OPPOSE! OPPOSE!

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 3196, which proposes to ban rifles,
shotguns, magazines of more than 10 rounds, and legitimate business dealings involving assault
weapons. As a law-abiding citizen and a responsible firearm owner, | believe that this bill
infringes upon our Second Amendment rights and fails to address the root causes of gun
violence.

First and foremost, banning certain types of firearms and accessories unfairly penalizes law-
abiding citizens who use these tools for legitimate purposes such as self-defense, hunting, and
sport shooting. It is important to remember that the overwhelming majority of gun owners are
responsible individuals who handle their firearms safely and legally.

Furthermore, targeting specific types of firearms and accessories will not effectively address the
complex issue of gun violence in our society. Instead of focusing on arbitrary bans, we should be
investing in evidence-based solutions such as mental health resources, addressing socioeconomic
factors, and improving access to education and opportunities for all individuals.

Additionally, prohibiting legitimate business dealings with assault weapons could have
unintended consequences for law-abiding gun owners and businesses. Many individuals and
companies engage in lawful commerce involving firearms, and imposing restrictions on these
transactions could have negative economic effects and undermine the rights of law-abiding
citizens.

In conclusion, | urge you to oppose Senate Bill 3196 and instead focus on comprehensive,
evidence-based solutions to address the issue of gun violence in our communities. Upholding our
constitutional rights while promoting public safety requires a balanced approach that respects the
rights of responsible gun owners while addressing the underlying factors contributing to
violence.

Thank you for considering my testimony.



Sincerely,
Libert Chung



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:22:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jon-Louis Siracusa Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

Strongly oppose why must you remain fixated on punishing responsible legal gun owners. That
is not where the problems are. You avoid punishing criminals & focus all your attention on law
abiding citizens attempting to protect themselves & their families while crime runs rampant your
priorities need adjusting in this matter, I'm very upset this is even on the table.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:27:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
John A Visitacion Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

To SB 3196 Committee, | strongly oppose this bill. I am a retired military veteran that served
this great country and state honorably. | am one of many brothers in arms that fought for the
freedom that we have today. This saddens me greatly that our rights as 2nd Amendment law
abiding firearm owners are being taken away. Please reconsider in opposing this bill. Mahalo!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:37:33 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Douglas Ternora Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196. Please vote no on SB3196.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 12:49:46 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rex Ito Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The citizens of Hawaii have one of the strictest laws when it comes to firearms. The law abiding
citizens follow the law and the criminals don't. 10 round magazine limits have already been ruled
against it by the 9th Circuit Court. Why does Hawaii legislature infringe on law abiding citizens
instead of having teeth in laws and enforcement of the laws that is passed? I'm 51 years old, |
don't have the the strength or agility to protect myself like when | was younger. | have matured
with age but we still have to deal with criminals that don't care about you , me or our families or
friends when at home or in public. The more the legislature takes my rights and freedoms away
to protect myself, | seriously hope it doesn't get someone hurt or killed. | definitely can't run
away or fight for 5-10 minutes before police to arrive, which is the average time. Remind
yourself that less people are becoming officers to fill the vacancies. Semiautomatic rifles, pistols
and shotguns are also used to hunt, for target shooting as well as home defense. Pass the laws
that punish criminals not the ones like me who enjoy to hunt and time at the range and might
save you and yours from a criminal.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:19:19 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
George Pace Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
NOOOO!!!

It's absolutely no business of any government agency or agent how a sovereign citizen exercises
their rights. NONE! GO AWAY!

I know most of you are dictators at heart and want to control every single thing every single
person does... you know, like keep six feet away from one another even though there's zero
scientific evidence that could possibly make any difference. Just like "masks". And supporting
and imposing clearly dangerous untested Emergency Used Authorization modified mMRNA
experimental gene therapy injections. And closing schools and businesses. Etc etc. etc.

BUTT OUT!

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.

Anyone who votes for a "law" such as this, which is obviously an "infringement"” of a God-
given/Natural right, is a traitor for violating their oath/affirmation of office to support and defend
the Constitution of the United States.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:21:15 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephen T Hazam Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

Please OPPOSE SB 3196.

This bill does nothing to increase the safety of citizens; instead, it infringes upon Second
Amendment Rights and hinders a citizen's ability to defend oneself. It does not demonstrate how
this group of firearms, which is poorly defined, operates any differently than other common
firearms or poses some increased risk. The limit on magazine capacity serves no useful purpose
and hinders responsible training; and therefore safety, by owners of firearms. Gun crime is
committed by criminals who do not follow the laws, do not submit to background checks, and do
not train. 1f you want to reduce violence focus on the individual, not the tool.

Please OPPOSE SB 3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:25:27 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mark Genovese Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

Please no more worthless job destroying anti gun bills, this bill will hurt local business and our
tax base . Mark Genovese p.o. box 1001 Haiku, HI 96708 808-572-8431 .



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:32:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sharron VanDeusen Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony

Comments:

| OPPOSE SB3196.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:38:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Will Yokoyama Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ)s/tlmony
Comments:

To Whom | May Concern,

| strongly oppose this and any other legislation that seeks to further restrict and prohibit firearm
ownership, acquisition, sale and transfer, including firearm components, parts, accessories, and
magazine capacity.

This bill will do absolutely nothing to stop violent criminal acts but rather prohibit those who are
law abiding citizens of this State. It is already against the law to commit a crime using a firearm
and there are severe penalties for doing so. Yet criminals continue to commit crimes regardless.
Although many of this State's elected officials, including the State Supreme Court have the
opinion that We the People, should not have a right to keep and bare arms for self defense, We
the People, do have this right and to restrict this right is a violation of the Constitution as well as
the Oath of Office that our elected officials swore.

By restricting law abiding citizens and hindering our right to keep and bare firearms and
accesories that are in standard and widespread use will only enable those with no regard for the
rule of law and give them the upper hand.

Those who willfully try to violate the Constitution are treasonous and tyrannical individuals and
should be held accountable when laws they create cause irreparable harm to the citizens of this
State.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:39:38 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Richard Kaui Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a legal, law abiding, working class, tax paying, family raising citizen- | strongly oppose this
bill. This bill will NOT take illegal guns off the street or prevent them from being brought in to
the state. All it will do is turn me and many others into scapegoats for the state to have their way
with. If this bill passes it is a blatant overstep of the 2nd amendment of the constitution of the
United States of America. This is just one step towards tyrannical action by a government meant
to serve us as the people. How does this bill do anything but serve an agenda? If this does pass,
who's tax dollars fund the states court case that will inevitably come with the Supreme Court?
There is a lot of time and money being dumped into this that could be much better suited fixing
our roads, improving security at our schools, affordable housing for local kanaka etc... | ask that
you please oppose and shut this bill down. It is worthless




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:42:34 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Glenn Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Legislators,

My name is Glenn and | am a life long resident of Waianae. | am a member of the NRA, the
Hawai‘i Firearms Coalition and also have participated in some of the activities of the Hawaiii
Rifle Association.

As a citizen of Hawai‘i I will be personally affected by SB3196 should it become law in Hawai‘i.
I am OPPOSED to this bill in its entirety.

First of all, I am a law abiding, permitted owner of several firearms, and all of them would be
affected by this proposed unconstitutional ban as a result of its broad language. | take issue with
the broad, sweeping language of this bill because it pretty much includes every type of firearm
that is now commonly used and avaiable to anyone in the state of Hawai who is lawfully allowed
to own, operate and for some to carry said firearms.

What you term so called “assault rifles” or “assault pistols” are simply common semi-automatic
firearms which are used by Hawai‘i residents and residents in every state in the US for lawful
purposes, such as hunting, sports shooting, law enforcement, security and yes public carry for
self defense. They are all protected by the recent Supreme Court decisions, of Bruen, Heller,
Miller and many other rulings that have been issued even as recent as within the last couple of
years.

These types of firearms are used lawfully and operated safely by millions of Americans every
day and do not pose any threat to the general public. Just because criminals also use the same
types of firearms, many of them acquired illegally for unlawful purposes should not be a reason
to infringe upon the right of anyone else who is legally permitted to own, operate and carry such
firearms.

Recent activity in my community specifically shootings which have been commited by
underaged minors or possibly gang members or criminals involved in drugs or illegal gambiling
have brought the amount of gun crime up near and increase 100% and | truly believe, any law
abiding citizen of Waianae and the rest off the leeward coast and anywhere in Hawai‘i where
there is a potential threat should be allowed to own operate and use firearms for lawful self
defense. We are not the problem the criminials are. Do not restrict my rights of my firearms
because banning them or restricting my use will have NO effect on the crime that is purpetrated



by these criminals and other agents of evil from doing what they will do. Your obsession and
hyper focus on law abiding citizens is misguided.

If this law is passed it will give the criminals the upperhand, they will continue to acquire and
carry illegal guns with more that 10 round magazines and potentially use these so called “assault
rifles or pistols” (your words and categorization) which are more commonly known in the gun
community as semi-automatic AR 15s or modern sporting rifles (MSRs) out in public to inflict
any damage on anyone out there. How can this be okay?!?

If this law is passed it will greatly impact my ability to safely operate and maintain my legally
acquired firearms because | will not be able to get the parts necessary to safely maintain my
firearms if any necessary repairs are needed.

Many of you have said that you are for the 2nd Amendment and what you propose is not an
infringement upon our God given and constitutionally protected rights but this law, as it is
written doesn't reflect this position at all.

Please vote no on this ban because if is in obvious definance to the rulings issued by the Supreme
Court which is the highest law of the land. It is against the 2nd Amendment in both the US
Constitution and our own Hawai‘i State Constitution which says the same thing. This bill as it is
written is clearly a violation of the 2nd Amendment text, so therefore you will need to offer
historical analogs and also those from tradition from our nation's founding in 1776 up until 1891
or the ratification of the 14th Amendment. No such analogs exist so therefore this bill as it is
written is in violation of our nation's highest law. It also represents a violation of your oath of
office to uphold the constitution.

Please do what is pono and strike is bill down were it stands and don't waste anymore time trying
to make it law in our state. It is unconstitutional and therefore unlawful.

Thank you for giving us an opportunity to off our testimonies.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:46:11 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Taipin Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill because it is our rights as human beings to be able to protect ourselves, our
families, and our friends with the tools that we deem necessary



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:48:00 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jordon Arizumi Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Oppose bill. Does nothing to prevent criminal gun control.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:51:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shellby Yamada Individual Oppose W”tteno-;?;“mony
Comments:

| oppose sh3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 1:57:38 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
James Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Submitted... here is my testimony for anyone wanting ideas... Subject: Strong Opposition to
Proposed Firearm Regulation Amendments

Hello,

| am writing to express my vehement opposition to the proposed amendments outlined in the bill
concerning firearms, specifically targeting assault rifles, assault shotguns, assault pistols, .50
caliber rifles, and firearm attachments. | firmly believe that these proposed changes are
misguided and will negatively impact law-abiding citizens without achieving the intended goals
of enhanced public safety.

While | understand the importance of addressing concerns related to firearms, the proposed bill
fails to strike a balance between public safety and the fundamental rights of responsible gun
owners. The following points encapsulate the primary reasons for my strong opposition to the
bill:

Overreach of Restrictions:

The bill appears to overreach by categorizing a broad range of firearms as "assault weapons"
without considering their legitimate uses in self-defense, sporting activities, and other lawful
purposes. This overbroad classification neglects the distinctions between firearms and unfairly
stigmatizes law-abiding gun owners.

Impact on Law-Abiding Citizens:

The proposed restrictions disproportionately affect responsible gun owners who use firearms for
lawful purposes, including self-defense and recreational activities. By limiting access to certain
firearms and accessories, the bill imposes unnecessary burdens on individuals who have
demonstrated a commitment to safety and adherence to existing regulations.

Failure to Address Root Causes:

Rather than addressing the root causes of violence, the bill focuses on restricting access to
specific firearms. Comprehensive solutions should involve addressing mental health issues,
improving law enforcement strategies, and implementing educational programs to promote
responsible firearm ownership.



Inadequate Consideration of Individual Rights:

The proposed bill raises concerns about infringing upon the Second Amendment rights of law-
abiding citizens. It is crucial to respect and uphold the constitutional rights of individuals while
pursuing measures that genuinely enhance public safety.

Potential Impact on Local Economy:

The prohibition on the sale or transfer of certain firearms within the state may have adverse
effects on local businesses and the economy, particularly those involved in the firearms industry.
This could lead to job losses and economic downturns in affected sectors.

In conclusion, | urge you to reconsider the proposed amendments and explore alternative
measures that prioritize both public safety and individual rights. Collaborative efforts involving
all stakeholders, including gun owners, can lead to more effective and fair solutions to address
concerns related to firearms.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and | trust that you will carefully consider the
implications of the proposed bill on the rights and freedoms of law-abiding citizens.

Sincerely, JAMES KEANU-REICHEL



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:01:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jake Kyle H Llanto Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

This bill infringes on a citizens constitutional right to acquire and bear arms. Please take this into
consideration.




Testimony Strongly Opposing SB 3196

According to the proposed bill, in 2023 Hawaii received an A- Rating from the Giffords Law
Center to Prevent Gun Violence. Additionally, (the proposed bill explains) Hawaii had the third
lowest number of gun deaths per capita according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). In
the latest 2024 update, Hawaii had the second lowest gun deaths per capita according to the
CDC.

When examining specifically firearm homicides (2021 Data), Washington DC had the highest
number of firearm homicides per 100K at 14.4. Hawaii had the third lowest firearm homicide
rate in the nation at 1.3 per 100K. Illinois had a rate of 6.7, while California was 3.6.

The states with the lowest firearm homicide rates per 100K are
Idaho (1.4) — Constitutional Carry State

Vermont (1.4) — Constitutional Carry State

Utah (1.4) — Constitutional Carry State

North Dakota (1.3) — Constitutional Carry State

Hawaii (1.3) — Permit Required State

Maine (1.3) — Constitutional Carry State

New Hampshire (1.1) — Constitutional Carry State

https://www.healthdata.org/news-events/insights-blog/acting-data/eun-violence-united-states-
outlier

https://www.usconcealedcarry.com/resources/terminology/types-of-concealed-carry-
licensurepermitting-policies/unrestricted/)

Of the 7 states with the lowest firearm homicide rates, Hawaii is the only state that requires a
permit to carry.

Clearly, more restrictive gun laws as proposed by SB3196 DO NOT make the people of Hawaii
safer and only hurt your community that has already demonstrated incredibly lawful behavior.
The people of Hawaii already live Pono.

It is only you, the politicians that do not.

Either you are ignorant of the facts and data or you are malicious in your intent to infringe upon
the rights of an incredibly law abiding community.

With Hawaii being the second or third safest state in the union according to the CDC, what
problem are you trying to fix? And at what cost to your community?

Shame on the ignorant or malicious politician who proposed this law.
Sincerely,

Cass K. Nakasone MD, FACS


https://www.healthdata.org/news-events/insights-blog/acting-data/gun-violence-united-states-outlier
https://www.healthdata.org/news-events/insights-blog/acting-data/gun-violence-united-states-outlier

SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:09:29 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dayton Quintal Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony

Comments:

| oppose this bill its wrong on many different levels. People with none to very little education on
firearms should not be allowed to propose bills and that go against the constitution one swore an

oath to.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:12:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
John Ancheta Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I oppose sh3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:20:49 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kristina Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

We as citizens of the United States, have our right to bear arms and protect ourselves.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:22:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tyler Kukona Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:22:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Daniel saplan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose sh3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:23:21 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joseph P Vesperas Jr Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196. This is a gross infringement on our rights and will turn thousands of law
abiding citizens into criminals overnight who folloewd the law and acquired their firearms
legally.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:24:50 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Lee Uchiyama Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill because it's unconstitutional. Several challenges of these types of bills are
currently being addressed in courts on the mainland so it surely will be challenging here in
Hawaii as well.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:26:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Scott millies Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

We as United States of America Citizens have the right to bear arms and to protect our families
in the case of being attacked, our government, city and state law enforcement cannot help all the
people in the event of some type attack on our state by foreign or domestic terror in this event we
the People would be able to assist in the protection of our people including Government city and
state. legal gun owners are background checked and are responsible law abiding citizens please
take this testimony into consideration Mahalo!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:28:45 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mike Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| disagree with this bill because it is illegal to ban assault rifles. it is unconstitutional to go
against the peoples right.

please read the 2nd amendment

Mahalo

Mike Andrade



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:29:08 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wesley Acdal Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Hello. I oppose this bill. Being a law abiding citizen it is our right to have the own firearms that
you are trying to ban. | personallyand solely use my firearm to hunt wild pigs to gather food for
my family.

| am trained to use my firearm in a safe manner. Please do not confuse the people who are law
abiding trained certified to carry and use with drug dealers etc.

by doing this you make the bad people carry while we law abiding people suffer by taking our
rights away.

protecting my family is also another reason to be a trained person using this type of firearm.

I humbly ask to oppose this bill, my family, my property, sits in the protection and our livelihood
that we live in today.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:38:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Josiah Lerback Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, 1 oppose bill SB3196 as it infringes on my constitutional rights as a American citizen. |
want to remind you on the 2nd amendment as it's written:

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Bill SB3196 if passed will only hurt the law abiding citizens like me, not the criminals because
they don't follow the laws in the first place. | also believe that if this bill passes it will take away
my right to defend myself and to defend my family if a hostile threat presents itself. Which could
be for example a drugged out criminal that wants to cause bodily damage or a 4 legged creature
that also wants to cause harm. "Assualt weapons attachments™ does not make a weapon more
"deadly" but it makes it more comfortable for the user or users and in some cases also safer like a
adjustable stock, Which was designed to fit the user better because every human has different
body shapes and preferences. I'd like to touch up on .50 caliber rifles as they are only used in
recreational activities due to the size and heavy weight of the rifle. The bill also states that it will
ban certain "assault rifles and assault shotguns" which we the people of Hawai‘i don't own. The
definition on assault weapons means they have a fully automatic function but here in Hawai‘i we
own only semi automatic modern sporting rifles and semi automatic shotguns.

I would like to remind again that my 2nd amendment right of the U.S



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:42:16 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Chong Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am writing to oppose SB3196. We already have some of the most restrictive gun laws in the
nation. Adding more restrictions will not do anything to deter criminals from their activities. Do
we blame the vehicle when there is an accident? As in the case of Sara Yara who was killed by a
driver who had an extensive history of traffic violations. There was no call to restrict

vehicles. Law abiding firearms owners are some of the most responsible people in society. They
come from all walks of life and cross all demographics. Criminals will be criminals no matter
what laws are passed.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:42:48 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anson Kimura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| have been a law-abiding recreational firearms owner for 44 years and served in the military for
30 years. This bill is a misguided knee jerk effort to further disarm the law-abiding citizens of
this State and makes law-abiding citizens criminals with its passage.

The bill will not deter or restrict criminals from obtaining firearms or committing gun crimes.
Criminals do not follow laws and will not abide by the bans, purchase, or registration procedures.
Recent events show that convicted felons and individuals with TROs have no problem obtaining
firearms. They do not apply for permits to purchase, submit to background checks, or register
their weapons.

As noted in the bill, the State already has the most restrictive gun laws in the nation and the third
lowest number of gun deaths. This bill basically bans all current semi-automatic long guns and
most pistols based on a single feature and bans copies, duplicates, variants, or altered facsimiles
with the capabilities of any such weapon.

It wipes out all technological firearms updates for the last 20-30 years, punishes law-abiding
recreational firearms owners, and may put all gun stores in the State out of business as it
basically bans the most popular firearms, most of their current inventory, any future models
based on the single feature clause, and almost excludes anything but weapons that are manually
operated by a bolt, pump, lever, or slide action.

It implements a ban on ALL semi-automatic rifles with a detachable magazine and owning any
spare parts to repair them. It also bans ALL AR and AK pattern rifles as well as many others by
name, regardless of features and bans many due to a single feature.

Restrictions on High-Capacity magazines are overreaching as it applies to any magazine capable
of holding more than ten rounds and makes mere possession a misdemeanor or Class C felony. It
would be unlawful to bring or transfer assault rifles and shotguns into the State. You could not
travel with your firearms if they meet the definition of an assault weapon.

It also imposes unreasonable restrictions on bequests or intestate succession to an assault rifle,
assault shotgun by requiring that you must render the weapon permanently inoperable, sell or
transfer the weapon to a licensed dealer of the chief of police of any county, or remove the
weapon from the State within ninety days.



Please do not further restrict the rights and recreational opportunities of the law-abiding citizens.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:45:25 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christian Kikuchi Individual Oppose W”tte”OTnflﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

This is a written testimony to oppose SB3196. This proposed bill is in direct opposition to the
law abiding citizens of the state of Hawaii and is a direct infringement of their rights to the 2nd
amendment. | may cite this bill is in conflict of multiple recent federal case decisions such as
2008 DC v. Heller and 2002 NYSRPA vs Bruen, and | believe using "the spirit of Aloha" as a
means to decide the interpretation of such federal regulations is an inappropriate use of Native
Hawaiian culture as a fellow Native Hawaiian. Advancing this bill will only serve to further
restrict the law abiding citizens in our state and make those trying to make an honest living even
more difficult to protect their loved ones in times of emergency when first responders are
unavailable or not able to respond in the time needed of emergency. As such | oppose this bill
and do not approve its advancement.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:48:21 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jarek Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

SB3196 is a blatant attack on our rights not only as American citizens, but as citizens of
Hawaii as well.

SB3196 is not only an infringement upon the Constitution and Second Amendment of the
United State of America, but upon the Constitution and Bill of Rights of Hawaii. The
Hawaii Constitution, Bill of Rights - Article 1, Section 17 states;

“RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS

A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. [Ren Const Con 1978 and election Nov
7,1978]”

It is verbatim to the Nation’s Second Amendment of the Bill of Rights. Therefore, not only
are you infringing upon the Rights of American Citizens, you are infringing upon the rights
of Citizens of Hawaii. Regardless of form factor, arms are arms and our right to keep and
bear them in our homes or on our person for protection of ourselves, our loved ones, and
fellow citizens shall not be infringed upon in any way, shape, or form. It is literally the only
Amendment, and one-of-two Sections, that states that it “shall not be infringed” so it
cannot be altered or abolished by anyone.

SB3196 defines a multitude of firearms as “assault weapons” or features that would
constitute one. Clearly those defining these firearms/features have no expertise or
understanding whatsoever in the field of firearms. What's listed are merely blanket terms
for various models of firearms. It's the equivalent of simply saying “sedan” when trying to
describe what makes a “race car” a “race car”. What is currently even available to Hawaii
civilians under current ATF and State of Hawaii restrictions are nothing more than mere
sporting firearms with no assault capabilities. They are lesser versions than what the
majority of the States have on the shelves of everyday sporting goods stores. The entirety of



the Second Amendment community would wager that you cannot define the key factors
that make a firearm an “assault weapon” and not a simple sporting firearm without actual
experience in the industry.

Furthermore, the restrictions this Bill imposes will only further restrict law abiding
citizens and do nothing to restrict and control the criminals that will not obey the law to
begin with - let alone protect the citizens from these criminals. Not only does this bill do
nothing positive for the People, it will turn a massive number of good, honest, law abiding
citizens into felons overnight.

The continued attacks on the People’s right to the Second Amendment and Section 17 year
after year, bill after bill, clearly shows that Hawaii legislature clearly does not care for the
Oaths they swore to uphold. These restrictions have done nothing to reduce crimes of any
sort - yet the restrictions on firearms and our right to Keep and Bear Arms continues.
Clearly this shows that Hawaii Legislation is more concerned with restricting the People
more than they are concerned with restricting criminals, thieves, rapists and murderers.
For example, as proposed in the this Bill, possession of a magazine with a capacity over 10
rounds - a device that's not even necessary for a firearm’s operation and is legal in any
capacity in the majority of the States - can make a clean record citizen a felon instantly
while a criminal - who would still be a criminal in all 50 States - can walk freely on the
street due to Hawaii’s soft-on-crime laws? Please, explain to the law-abiding People you are
meant to serve how any of that makes sense. It's apparent that the State is more concerned
with the good guys than they are with the bad guys.

From threats both foreign and domestic, It is the People’s right to keep and bear arms in
order to maintain a Free State. It is also the Right of the People to alter or abolish any
Form of Government that becomes destructive of their Rights and institute a new
government in its place as Government in and of itself derives its very power from the
consent of People they govern.

If these former sentences seem grim, it's not. It’s merely paraphrased Section 17 and from
the second sentence/paragraph of the Declaration of Independence.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the



People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to

effect their Safety and Happiness.”

It's the duty of Elected Officials and Public Servants to uphold and protect the rights of the
people they serve - Not to abolish their Rights and Freedoms. The Second Amendment and
Section 17 are part of the very Rights and Freedoms that are to be protected. Failure to
protect our rights is a failure at your duty and your oath to the People. Continued
infringements and proposing of Bills with hollowed reasons that do not serve the People
show where the intentions and loyalties of Hawaii’s Legislators and Judiciaries lie - Not
with the People of Hawaii.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:57:47 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Len tandal Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha! I am a law abiding citizen and a veteran. | am writing to voice my opinion on this matter.
We the people should be deciding on what we can and can't have. Ask yourself this , why do all
the criminals have the guns ?! If you penalize the citizens then all havoc will break loose. We
won't be able to protect our Ohana and property!! we would have to go to drastic measures!!! |
don't want to see that happen!!!! Please reconsider this bill and do whats right !!!




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 2:59:20 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William chase Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
| vehemently OPPOSE !!!

You are going against the constitution of the United States. You are making rules that appeal to
you, your feelings; definitely not what the citizen and constituent of the state want; and you are
going in lock step with the fringes of your party, the extreme left. You were not elected to be
baby sitters of society or regulate the rights that people have, Period, as citizen of the United
States.

| OPPOSE this bill with every fiber of my being.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:05:06 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Victor Muh Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is unconstitutional! The root of the problem with gun violence is the person. Fix the people
by fixing their environment. Guns will always find a way here. Just look at the illegal fireworks
and drugs.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:06:25 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
tania victorine Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

2nd amendment right shall not be infringed.
You don't need anymore explanations than that and you are not above our constitutional rights to
protect ourselves.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:08:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Alan Koons Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I am highly opposed to this bill, sb3196. First off, it's unconstitutional. Second, it does nothing
but hurt law abiding citizens when it comes to owning firearms. None of these new regulations in
the bill will be followed by criminals. They never do when local municipalities around the
country try to impose these types of regulations on firearms. Beyond hurting law abiding citizens
and stripping them of their 2nd amendment rights to bear arms, it will hurt many businesses that
sell various firearms, ammunition, accessories, etc.

This is a fruitless bill that will not change the outcome or quantity of homocides, robberies or
any other illegal activity involving firearms that the individual(s) that drew up this bill probably
thought it would prevent. It will put law abiding citizens in more danger and hurt local
businesses. Most importantly, it is UNCONSTITUTIONAL.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:10:34 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Preston Hong Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

Aloha,

| oppose this bill as it goes against everything the 2nd Amendment stands for. The 2nd clearly
states that "A well Regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right to
keep and bear Arms, Shall Not Be Infringed.” This bill keeps the people from protecting our own
state if so the Military/Police fail to do so. The people of Hawaii should have the right to defend
themselves from enemies Foreign/Domestic.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:11:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Kilkenny Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:19:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mark Dela Cruz Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

This directly infringes on 2A rights and will be struck down. 2A rights are meant to protect us
from a tyrannical, overbearing government. We don't need to use competitive shooting or
hunting as an excuse to own arms. SB3196 is ineffective and doesn't address the root issue.
Instead it's punishing law abiding citizens for the actions of criminals.

Criminals don't follow laws and law abiding citizens are unconstitutionally and unlawfully
punished. How many attacks have happened in 'gun free zones'? An "assault weapon' is a fully
automatic rifle or sub-machine gun, not a semi-automatic gun.

The people passing these laws all use armed security. Why should me and my family be made
defenseless to make others feel safe? So you have to be a career politician now to be safe? Unfair
and hypocritical of them. Guns are basically only available to law enforcement now which
creates a divide in power where law enforcement and the government can abuse that power.
Again, 2A rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:20:08 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Laurie Langton Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To each of the legislators:

Please think long and hard about your oath and the seat you currently occupy. | say currently
because that position is at risk based on the recent actions of this group. You have taken an oath
to defend and uphold the Hawai'i constitution and the constitution of the United States. In case
you/ve forgotten, the constitution does NOT provide rights to the people. Those rights are ours
from birh - God-given rights as humans. The purpose of the constitution is to ensure that the
government, ie people who sit in the seats you occupy, does not overreach or in any way limit or
jeopardize those rights.

Your job, as hired by the people of Hawai'i, is to serve the will of the people. The people, as a
whole, do NOT agree to the conditions or ideas of this bill. It is clearly infringement on our
rights, it endangers good, law-abiding people and it increases the upperhand that criminals will
have in our society.

As shown just recently with the man you stopped a carjacking while carrying a lawful weapon,
armed citizens,trained and capable with the arms, are an asset to society. This bill is not lawful
and it is not productive. Please know that we the people of Hawai'i will not be disarmed, limited
in our rights, or controlled by these efforts.

Each and every one of you are advised to vote on this bill per the rights protected by the
constitutions you swore to uphold, and based on the will of the people you are paid to represent
with your vote.

Mahalo,

Laurie Langton



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:20:37 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Josh Hooper Individual Oppose erttenOTesnmony
nly
Comments:

This is ridiculous. This bill is unconstitutional at every bullet point. Why try to pass something
that will do nothing to solve the problems we actually have on this island but pander to a certain
type of voter. This bill will be knocked down in the courts. Stop wasting our tax payer dollars
on politicial theatrics. This state is going downhill becuase of senators like these. OPPOSE!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:25:51 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Colby Morgan Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:30:40 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Solomon Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:32:23 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tyler Coons Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| would like to express my concern of another attempt to limit our 2 nd amendment rights. This
bill is absolutely over bearing and is simply an attempt to take away our legal right to bear arms
and in a captacity that allowed for enjoyment. We can not let this bill pass or any other bill

similar. We enjoy our firearms for sport and self defense and this bill severely hampers that use.

Mahalo Tyler Coons



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:35:28 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Titus Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill because it violates my second amendment rights as an American.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:36:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Frank Roberts Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

SB3196 is an infringement on the 2nd amendment rights of all Hawaii law abiding citizens and |
oppose it.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:48:12 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joe Trujillo Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a voting citizen of Hawaii | oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:48:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kevin Katayama Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;tlmony
Comments:

**Testimony Against SB3196**

Chair and Members of the Committee,

My name is Kevin Katayama, and | am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill
3196. While I understand the intention behind this bill, I believe that its provisions pose
significant risks to law-abiding citizens and fail to address the root causes of gun violence in
Hawaii.

1. **Infringement on Second Amendment Rights**: SB3196 unfairly restricts the rights of law-
abiding citizens to own certain firearms, including assault rifles, assault shotguns, and pistols
with detachable magazines. These firearms are commonly used for self-defense, hunting, and
sporting purposes by responsible gun owners. By imposing blanket prohibitions on these
firearms, SB3196 infringes on our Second Amendment rights without addressing the underlying
issues of gun violence.

2. **Qverbroad Definitions**: The definitions of "assault weapon" and "assault pistol™ in
SB3196 are overly broad and ambiguous, potentially encompassing firearms that are commonly
used for lawful purposes. This could lead to confusion and unintended consequences for law-
abiding gun owners who possess firearms that fall within these categories but are not used for
criminal purposes.

3. **Impact on Law-Abiding Citizens**: SB3196 would impose unnecessary burdens and
restrictions on law-abiding citizens who wish to possess or acquire certain firearms for lawful



purposes. By prohibiting the sale, transfer, and possession of these firearms, the bill unfairly
targets responsible gun owners without addressing the root causes of gun violence.

4. **Lack of Effectiveness**: There is little evidence to suggest that banning certain firearms or
attachments will effectively reduce gun violence in Hawaii. Instead of focusing on restricting
access to firearms for law-abiding citizens, policymakers should prioritize comprehensive
approaches that address mental health, education, and community safety.

5. **Exclusion of Law Enforcement and Military**: While SB3196 creates exceptions for
members of law enforcement and the military, it fails to recognize the importance of preserving
Second Amendment rights for all citizens. Allowing certain individuals to possess prohibited
firearms while denying others the same rights is unjust and discriminatory.

In conclusion, | urge you to oppose Senate Bill 3196 and instead focus on evidence-based
solutions that address the root causes of gun violence while respecting the rights of law-abiding
citizens. Thank you for considering my testimony.

Sincerely,

Kevin Katayama



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 3:52:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Levi Archuleta Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly disagree with this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:00:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Keith Nakanishi Individual Oppose W”tte”OTnflf;t'mony
Comments:

| oppose this bill. 1 am a law abiding taxpayer who follows the law. Your legislation will not
deter criminals as they do not purchase firearms legally.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:08:04 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
jason kagihara Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

I Jason Kagihara am submitting my testimony for SB3196. I am opposing
this bill. This is imposing on my 2nd amendment right to bear arms.

This bill should not be passed as it will handcuff citizens from exercising
our right to bear arms. [ am OPPOSING THIS BILL NOT TO PASS.

SINCERELY,
Jason Kagihara



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:13:19 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brandon Gerber Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

This bill will restrict my second amendment right to bear arms and to protect myself in a self
defense situation. Banning firearms and taking that right away from citizens is unconstitutional.
Legal gun owners are responsible and safe.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:14:16 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Bell Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is wrong.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:16:59 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Samuel De Costa Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

As a Veteran, This bill is a direct violation of the 2nd Amendment. Any and all who support this
bill should step down from office or be removed. History already shows what happens when you
disarm the populace and it shouldn't be allowed here. Current cime statistics show that criminals
don't follow the law, but not enforcing Current laws don't help either. Passing new laws has not
done anything to curb gun crimes if will not enforce what's already on the books.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:17:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Norman Akau Jr Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

Hi , my name is Norman Akau Jr and | firmly oppose Senate Bill 3196 as it infringes on my
constitional rights as a law abiding citizen of the United States of America. For the people
responsible for introducing this bill , I will let my colleagues know and remember to vote against
you in the future elections. Thank you for hearing my concerns.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:22:31 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
RICHARD HOLIBAUGH Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn‘I*;“mony
Comments:

To Whom it May Concern: Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. | do not agree
with SB3196 and urge you to oppose the passing of this bill. As a former and retired member of
the Hawaii Army National Guard, and as a current Federal Law Enforcement Officer stationed in
Honolulu for the past 17 years, | can state | am intimately familiar both with specific types of
firearms, and with individuals charged with specific federal crimes. The term "assault weapon™, a
term created by a gun control lobbyist which caught on and was used by the mainstream media
in order to cause confusion and deliberately mislead the American people in order to pass gun
control legislation. Just because a firearm may "look™ menacing, it has nothing to do with its
capabilities. For example, a firearm listed within this bill, the Daniel Defense M4A1 Rifle, may
look identical to a rifle used by the US Army; however, this firearm is identical in appearance
only, as the mechanical functionality of the firearm differs in its firing capability. As the saying
goes, please do not judge a book by its cover. Millions; say that again: Millions of Americans
currently own semi-automatic rifles, shotguns, and pistols, and thousands of Hawaii residents
currently own and legally use many of the firearms that will be banned with passage of this bill.
Ask yourself, why it is necessary through legislation to ban such common use firearms? Hawaii
currently has very strict firearm acquisition and registration requirements. In addition, with
passage of this bill, it will put undue financial burden on local businesses legally engaged in
firearm sales, repairs, and firearm accessories. With passage of this bill, criminalizing possession
of certain magazines may make law abiding citizens into criminals overnight. | urge you to
oppose this bill. Thank you.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:22:31 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shyla Moon Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Assault is an action not a feature and doesn't exist as a description on firearms. Please oppose
this bill it doesn't make any sense. Legal firearm owners are registered and legal. Criminals are
the people who you should crack down on and stop them from breaking the law and killing
people in Hawaii. All gun violence now days as all druggies and criminals. It's never a law
abiding citizen that does it (especially on Oahu). There is a huge disconnect between politicians
who want to change the constitution and our rights and the people who they represent. It's almost
like we do not exist to politicians anymore. Yet they like our vote? | say we all stop voting for
these anti American anti constitution politicians! They broke their oaths to serve the people.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:28:32 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Casey Nakama Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this unconstitutional bill!!!



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:29:51 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
tony lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

HORRIBLE BILL

OPPOSE

OPPOSE

OPPOSE

OPPOSE




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:34:13 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Landon Labrador Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

Aloha my name is Landon Labrador and I live on the island of Kauai. | am currently working as
an RN and have previously worked as an EMT/paramedic in Las vegas and Portland, Oregon.

i support thorough background checks and safety courses for acquiring and possessing firearms.
That being said, | cannot support this bill and several others which are similar to other attempts
in other states such as California or New York - which have already been overturned as being a
violation of our second amendment rights. | don't understand why Hawaii would try to spend
time on this given those facts alone. It seems like a gross overreaction and quite frankly a waste
of our governments time and money.

In addition, I cannot support, an across the board band on "types" and "features™ of weapons -

as you can easily convert a simple small caliber/starting rifle such as a the SUPER popular Ruger
10/22 - into an assault rifle "look™ with some cheap modifications however it won't be as lethal
as say a larger caliber .308 Ruger Predator bolt action rifle. The Ruger 10/22 would not be legal
to own under this bill & it is probably the most popular gun in the country and state.

in fact, a lot of popular and often used guns from learning/entry level to advanced ones would
become illegal. Those that people regularly use to eradicate invasive species, put meat on the
table for their families and their communities. The feral pigs, axis deer, ring necked parakeets
and feral goats would thrive even more if only bolt action - non semi automatic weapons were
allowed

so what does banning these weapons, but allowing those who already have them, to keep them
create?
It creates a black market & higher demand for non law abiding citizens to acquire these

| would encourage a focus on improving mental health services and outreach starting from the
middle school level to adult hood if not earlier. This is truly the root cause of the violence, not
the guns themselves. The guns have all been around for years, they have been easily accessible
for years. The mental health services through the state and country have fallen far below the bare
minimum for much too long. | encourage you guys to put funding into that realm, as few
shooters/mass shooters come with no warning signs or previous history of Mental health and or
substance abuse issues.



thank you for your time and all your efforts. | support new bills that are common sense and have
not already been overturned or determined to be unconstitutional on other states. Please do not
waste the time or money of your constituents on bills as poorly written as this. Let's do things
right that can work, not just do something to do something.

mahalo



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:42:08 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Charles Tomlinson Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha, as a concerned citizen born and raised on Maui, | strongly oppose SB3196 that seeks to
expand the prohibition on certain firearms and accessories outlined in the legislation. While the
intention to address public safety concerns is commendable, the proposed measures are deeply
flawed and raise significant constitutional and practical concerns. First and foremost, the
amendments unfairly target law-abiding citizens and impinge upon their Second Amendment
rights without addressing the underlying causes of gun violence. The proposed expansion of the
prohibition on assault weapons, including rifles, shotguns, and pistols, is overly broad and fails
to differentiate between responsible gun owners and criminals. Punishing law-abiding citizens by
restricting their access to firearms does not effectively address the root causes of violence and
may even exacerbate existing social tensions. Moreover, the proposed restrictions on firearms
and attachments ignore the fact that the vast majority of gun owners use their firearms
responsibly for hunting, and recreational purposes. Blanket prohibitions on certain types of
firearms and accessories unfairly penalize law-abiding citizens without providing any
meaningful impact on public safety. Additionally, the provisions prohibiting the sale or transfer
of certain firearms within the state impose undue burdens on lawful gun owners and undermine
their ability to exercise their Second Amendment rights. Restricting the sale and transfer of
firearms to authorized individuals only creates unnecessary barriers and limits access to legal
means of firearm ownership. Furthermore, the proposed exemptions for members of law
enforcement and the military create a troubling double standard that undermines the principle of
equal protection under the law. All citizens should be entitled to the same rights and protections
under the Constitution, regardless of their occupation or affiliation. In conclusion, while the goal
of promoting public safety is laudable, the proposed amendments to prohibit certain firearms and
accessories are deeply flawed and fail to address the complexities of gun violence. Instead of
imposing sweeping restrictions on law-abiding citizens, policymakers should focus on evidence-
based solutions that address the root causes of violence while respecting the constitutional rights
of all Americans. Mahalo for your time.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:46:10 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Arthur Kluvo Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a law abiding resident of Hawaii | and | oppose SB3196.

The bill is too restrictive. | currently have a legally registered shotgun and pistol that are NOT
modified, but exceed the magazine capacity of this measure. I'm sure there are many other
Hawaii residents with a similar issue.

Strongly suggest the bill be amended to remove or reword those paragraphs. There are already
local laws that cover those situations.

| understand the intent of SB3196, but believe it is much too detailed as currently written. There
will be someone who will find a loophole in that bill if passed as currently written.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:53:39 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rebecca McGuire Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:
Hello,

My name is Rebecca McGuire. | oppose this bill as it infringes on the right to bear arms and is
too restrictive in the firearms it mentions.

thank you,

Rebecca McGuire



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:55:26 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Matthew Coleman Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

"Right to bear arms" Hawaii please do not take away my Second Amendment.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:57:10 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wilfred Lum Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| stand in strong opposition of this bill on the basis that this bill restricts law abiding citizens
from exercising their 2nd Amendment Rights and limits their choice in what firearms they may
obtain to protect themselves, their family and property. This law will do nothing in preventing
criminals from obtaining the firemarms they want on the black market. A perfect example of
this can be seen on New Year's Eve when there are thousands of illegal aerial fireworks going
off. There is ban on all such aerial fireworks, but as you can see that does nothing for these
fireworks from being brought in and being used by people in the public. What makes you think
this law will prevent criminals from bringing in & obtaining firearms on the balck market?

True reform should come in the way for mental healh programs, and tougher penalties &
convictions for those who use a firearm in the commitment of a crime. We should look into
getting more prisons built to house these individuals as well, instead of allowing them to return
back onto the streets.

I live in Kahaluu and my property has been trespassed multiple times & burglarized twice. My
entire property is surrounded by a 6 foot chainlink fence and signs mind you. On all occasions |
have been fortunate that no one was home. But in the event that this happens again & | am
home, | would like the opportunity to be able to arm myself properly to handle such threats and
to stop them from occurring. The police are not there to protect myself, family or property....1I
am my first line of defense and | strongly feel that the government has no right to take that right
away from me, or decide on how many bullets my firearm should carry.

It would not take you long to go online to see surveillence video of break ins & it shows multiple
people entering all at once. Contrary to what you see in a movie, one bullet does not necessarily
drop an assailant, and if I have multiple people wishing to do me harm, | would like to have
more than 10 rounds in my magazine to take care of the multiple assailants.

To our legislators, if you truly wish to tackle the issues with guns being commited in crimes, do
not go about it in such a way that you take away the rights of law-abiding citizens.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:57:11 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
jonah Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose.




DON TISINGER

301A Elilani St., Makawao, HI 96768 * Telephone (808) 357-7081
PAINTING CO.

)

February 17, 2024
Subject; My testimony concerning SB3196

To whom it may concern,

Aloha, my name is Don Tisinger. I have been a resident and licensed painting contractor on Maui since 1998. During this time 1
have been actively involved in the competition shooting community as well as a certified range safety officer and certified pistol
instructor.

[ would like to state that I am strongly opposed to SB3196. 1 will explain why as briefly as possible and hope that you will keep an
open mind and consider why this bill will do absolutely nothing to lessen the amount of gun violence that we have today.

It breaks my heart every time I hear of another mass shooting. And then, a day or two later, the topic of gun control comes up. Or
banning assault weapons. Sometimes more laws are enacted and sometimes the talk just goes away until the next mass shooting.
And it starts all over with the same cycle. Year after year. I feel like it started with Columbine. April 20, 1999. Since then, how
many gun laws have been enacted? Have the shootings stopped? Have they slowed down? No. And they won’t by continuing on
this path of putting blame on the gun and penalizing responsible gun owners.

The “gun™ or firearm is an inert object. It cannot do anything without a human guiding it. Like an automobile, a pencil, etc. We
don’t ban cars because a drunk drivers keep killing people. We don’t ban pencils because someone misspells a word. The gun is a
tool. Just like a hammer or saw or a wrench. You have different kinds to do different jobs. I’ve always taken offense to words
used to describe or sensationalize a firearm. “Assault weapon™? It generally refers to a military style rifle. But ,if you think about
it, it’s not a weapon unless it has been used as one. Otherwise it is just a firearm. An inert object. If someone uses a hammer to hit
another person in the head, is that an assault weapon?

I know that the law makers and politicians that come up with these gun bills, have good intentions. But with all due respect, please
open your eyes and your minds and take this and every opportunity to bring to the table and pass laws that will actually work to
help stop all the senseless shootings. If you could please just take the focus off of the banning the gun and punishing the responsi-
ble gun owner, and focus it on the criminal and mental reasons for the degradation of society.

If this bill, SB3196 passes, I will be sick to my stomach that another opportunity has passed for making a real difference. And
once again taking away more rights of responsible gun owners while doing absolutely nothing to stop the criminals from using
guns. The criminals don’t care about your laws. They don’t care about magazine capacity. No matter how many more SB’s you
come up with. They don’t care. They are going to continue until you pass laws against “Them”. This is the degradation of society.
No responsibility for their actions . No real consequences. No deterrents. And as long as these guys have their guns, how can you
sleep at night asking law abiding citizens to give up theirs? No disrespect intended.

Until we start using a common sense approach to dealing with gun violence by focusing on the human instead of the gun, it will
only get worst. And that is why myself and almost everyone I know will keep our guns because we know what is coming if this is
not fixed soon.

I pray to God that this bill does not pass and that God will guide Hawaii’s lawmakers to bring forth bills that will actually help our
society.

Thank you for your consideration,




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 4:58:41 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Terence Wilson Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

As a responsible gun owner and law-abiding citizen let me start by saying "shame on you" state a
local officials for infringing on Hawaii residents' Constitutional Right to bear arms. If you are
going to take all other constitutional amendments at their literal meaning then you must also do
the same for the 2nd Amendment without metaphor or allegory.

Any type of gun ban will have no impact on the big picture of keeping our families and our
communities safe. It will only weaken responsible gun owner's ability to protect themselves and
their families while at the same time assisting criminals with being better at what they do.
Criminals, by definition do not obey the law. No matter how many gun laws you pass, crime
will continue to exist because once again criminals DO NOT obey the law. Gun control laws
only affect law-abiding citizens who go through legal avenues to obtain firearms.

Per FBI statistics, more violent crimes are committed with handguns than rifles or shotguns.
Statistics from 2020, the most recent year for which the FBI has published data, show that
handguns were involved in 59% of the 13,620 U.S. gun murders and non-negligent man
slaughters. Rifles — the category that includes guns sometimes referred to as “assault weapons” —
were involved in 3% of firearm murders. Shotguns were only involved in 1%. Handguns by far
are the gun of choice for homicides, robberies, and gang violence. Looking at the FBI statistics,
a semi-automatic rifle ban makes no sense.

Please provide statistics showing semi-automatic rifle crime is so grave and dangerous that a ban
needs to be implemented. I'll wait.

Further restrictions on responsible gun owners will makes instant felons out of law-abiding
citizens, further jeopardizes people’s safety and their Constitutional Right to bear arms and
defend themselves and their families and emboldens criminals who aren't listening to the laws to
begin with. This ban will also penalize citizens who are following the law in a state that's
already extremely restrictive on matters related to gun control.

Keep in mind Prohibition didn’t stop alcohol and the statewide ban on aerial firework is having
zero impact on residents' ability to acquire them. The fireworks ban has been completely ignored
since its inception. The same will happen with a semi-automatic rifle ban.

Everyone that purchases a firearm is not a criminal or has bad intentions. Some are hobbyists,
collectors, hunters and some just want to be able to protect themselves and their families. Some



like myself, want to begin shooting competitively. A ban will make it extremely difficult to do
the aforementioned things. A ban will also negatively impact many businesses and related
industries as well.

| encourage you to work with the 2A community to find a viable solution and not create larger
problems. Please do not fall on deaf ears.

For the reasons stated above | oppose SB3196 as it is unconstitutional and severely infringes on
my Constitutional Right to bear arms.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:04:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
david ainoa jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a former Marine and avid hunter that provides 70% of the meat that my family consumes |
oppose any firearm restriction . I swore to uphold and defend the constitution of the United
States. It's a people problem not a gun problem. Blame your plate and silverware because you
overweight.... shame on you if you swore to uphold the constitution



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:05:09 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cread Mitsui Jr Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:08:55 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
lawrence baptista Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. As representatives you are not upholding anyone's right instead you
are infringing 2nd amendment rights of all firearm owners, future owners and Hawaii businesses.
You have managed to put many small business owners OUT of business during covid and are
only continuing your unchecked perversion of law. The statistics of gun violence in Hawaii does
not warrant these measures however the statistics of assault and assault with a weapon (not a
firearm) continue to rise. How about a debate? Especially before you enact something based on
your feelings.

Lawrence Baptista



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:10:04 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sharee Orr Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196 as a Hawaii state citizen and a taxpayer.

The Hawaii State Constitution along with the US Constitution both have right to bear arms that
state the wording shall not be infringed in them so why is there a bill to disarm peaceable
citizens. The narrative of gun violence is just that a narrative. Why when peaceable owners
aren’t the ones committing crime are they to take the brunt of the criminals do? Criminals don’t
follow laws. Murder is against the is if your trying to prevent that's you've already done so.

This, if passed, will go to court as it is unconstitutional. Any bill going against the Constitution is
unconstitutional. Taxpayer money is used to go to court. And when the state loses the plaintiff
usually asks for their court costs to be paid by the one who loses that means more Hawaii
taxpayers money being wasted. | agree that the plaintiff should be able to ask for court costs to
be paid as the bill was unconstitutional. | get tired of the state wasting taxpayer monies on this
infringement topic (and many others) as they’ve went to court over a number of unconstitutional
laws already. It is best not to pass a bill that ends up in court. Taxpayers are already burdened too
far as it is. No more unconstitutional doings by the state legislators.

The legislators need to reread the Hawaii State Constitution and the US Constitution. You as
legislators are to uphold them not go against them. | have included the ones I feel as important

for reviewing that this bill violates The state and federal constitutions limit the government not
the citizens.

Hawaii State Constitution

Article | - Bill of Rights

Right to Bear Arms

Section 17. A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of the
people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. [Ren Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7,

1978]

RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS



Section 2. All persons are free by nature and are equal in their inherent and inalienable

rights. Among these rights are the enjoyment of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and the
acquiring and possessing of property. These rights cannot endure unless the people recognize
their corresponding obligations and responsibilities. [Am Const Con 1978 and election Nov 7,
1978]

US Constitutionn
2nd Amendment

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:15:23 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Johnathan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

It against my second amendment rights. And this wouldn't make a difference in gun violence or

crimes




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:28:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Roderick Morden Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

I strongly oppose sb3196. Do not infringe the 2nd amendment!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:29:51 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Aaron Kobiella Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

If | had the time, | work 6.5 days/week, | could write a book on all the ways you're not only
violating your oath of office to UPHOLD Our Constitution but also how your intent and actions
are the equivalent of legislative crimes. Myself which is a part of We the People have an
unalienable (cannot be changed, relinquished nor taken away) right to keep and bear Arms for all
lawful purposes especially weapons "in-common-use”, our 2A which is codified into law as an
imposed limitation on Govt., along with all our Bill of Rights and our other extensive
unalienable rights not enumerated, recognizes this pre-existing right to fight with
offensive/defensive action against all forms of tyranny wether foreign, domestic or criminal. You
may not personally like these facts but your opinions and feelings are irrelevant. You are
obligated to protect and defend all aspects of our Constitution, the fact you're not speaks volumes
of your lack of integrity and weaponization of our legal system. You may not like firearms but
every freedom and liberty that allows for your lifestyle has been predicated upon 2A, you may
think your actions are a "safeguard" against violence but you're ultimately setting the tone for
continued and increased tyranny, what that future looks like will be far worse for everyone,
which includes your own family and children. They will ultimately suffer for your transgressions
and the inability to defend themselves with adequate force as the world's hostilities increase.
Educate yourselves on the historical facts of what happens to disarmed populations, the result is
mass genocide, which even you aren't safe from, just another puppet to be removed once used
up. You're traitors to EVERYONE you know and love but are to ignorant and pretentious to see
clearly. STOP attacking We the People with your constant threats and intimidation to violate our
unalienable rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:33:48 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Lono Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly OPPOSE bill SB3196. This bill will make every responsible firearms owner a felon.
And also hurt gun store business owners by making shotguns and rifles illegal.

It's just another bill trying to restrict my consitutional rights, which you as senators swore to
uphold. But guess what criminals will still commit crimes with these banned weapons if bill is
passed. No matter how many citizens that speak against this bill, we feel that you will not listen
to us anyway. So the next best thing is to vote in someone who will. Besides you work for the
people...not the other way around. Mahalo for your time!!!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:39:23 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kenneth Pascarelli Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

As a concerned citizen | strongly urge you all to vote against SN3196 as it is only affecting law
biding citizens rights. This does nothing to help with the way criminals do what they do. It is an
infringement on the people's second amendment and will only become a waste of everyone's
time and tax dollars. Thank you for listening, have a great day.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:40:13 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Marvin Patoc Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose, bill SB3196. This will only affect responsible individuals that practice the second
amendment rights, and will negatively impact all local firearms businesses. If this bill was
designed to lower crime rates or to keep the "Aloha spirit” intact, this isn't the way to do it.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:44:06 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Norbert Ang Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha my name is Norbert Ang and | oppose SB3196. The reason for that being it infringes on
my 2nd amendment right as an American. In my honest opinion, SB3196 is pretty much a ban on
most of if not, all firearms in the state of Hawaii. | think that is just unethical, illogical and
irresponsible to the law abiding citizens that want to express our constitutional right. The process
in which to acquire a firearm in Hawaii was already a chore in and of itself and then to ban the
firearms that I legally own is just unconstitutional. We will not have sufficient firearms to protect
our families, friends, properties and businesses if this passes. Thank you for your time, Mahalo!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 5:50:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
GENER MACARAEG Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

Hello,

| oppose SB3196 . | ask you to please oppose SB3196 and do not pass this bill. It is very
restrictive for law abiding citizens and banning things does not work (ie., fireworks, drugs, etc).

This bill goes against The Second Amendment of the United States Constitution which grants
citizens the right to bear arms. 1 shall not be infringed. This bill is too restrictive by depriving
law abiding citizens from acquiring the tools they need to protect themselves.

This bill will also leave law-abiding citizens defenseless because they will not have access to the
right tools they need to protect themselves, unable to practice and be proficient with these tools,
therefore unable to protect themselves at any given place where crime can occur. It will help
criminals instead of helping law abiding citizens. This bill will not help or prevent crimes.
Criminals will likely commit crimes against unprotected citizens. Criminals will know that
citizens will be easy targets and the Police will likely not going to be there to protect them before
the crime happens.

This bill will also cause extreme financial harm and burden to law abiding citizens who wants to
sell/transfer firearm related items/parts lawfully to another person in Hawaii. Law abiding
citizens will not be able to give or transfer these tools to their families and loved ones when they
pass away. It will also have great effect to local businesses and commerce.

Again, this bill goes against The Second Amendment of the US Contitution which grants citizens
the right to bear arms and self protection anywhere at any time. The right of the people to keep
and bear arms, shall not be infringed. This also infringes on lawful industry commerce and
economy, and banning things does not work (ie., fireworks, drugs, etc), so please do not pass it.
Thank you,

Gener Macaraeg



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:03:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
kamakani de dely Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

| oppose this bill with every fiber of my being. | can choose to write a long section with
paragraph after paragraph, hitting points like a nail on the head but i fear it will fall on deaf ears
in your voting center. So Il keep it short and sweet. Do not impede on our 2nd amendment

rights.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:03:47 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mallory De Dely Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| too oppose this bill with every fiber of my being. I can choose to write a long section with
paragraph after paragraph, hitting points like a nail on the head but i fear it will fall on deaf ears
in your voting center. So Il keep it short and sweet. Do not impede on our 2nd amendment

rights.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:05:11 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Susan Dedely Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill with every fiber of my being. | can choose to write a long section with
paragraph after paragraph, hitting points like a nail on the head but i fear it will fall on deaf ears
in your voting center. So Il keep it short and sweet. Do not impede on our 2nd amendment
rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:06:46 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
mike hasbrouck Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

to whom it may concern,
| appose SB3196 as it is unconstutional. Hawaii is a state of the united states of america.
and the constituion is the one thing that must not be ignored. We the people are you employers

that means you work for the people. this bill is a flat out infringment of the second admenment
and is just another way of taking away our rights.

thank you,

Capt. M Hasbrouck



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:11:49 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jacob Medeiros Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

My name is Jacob Medeiros. | work as a Project Manager for a construction general contractor. |
was born and raised on Oahu. My parents raised me to be a good citizen, and to follow the law. I
was a boy scout and became an Eagle scout. | learned how to live in the outdoors, and during
that time | learnd how to properly handle firearms. | embraced the outdoors and hunting lifestyle.
The Boy Scouts also took the time to teach me about my civic duty and my constitutional rights.
It seems | have to protect my second ammendment right every single year in the state of Hawaii.

| oppose SB3196. As a law abiding citizen in the state of Hawai‘i of the United States of
America | have the constiututional right to own firearms. Especially those in common use.
History has shown prohibition does not prevent criminals from obtaining illegal items. It only
prevents law abiding citizens. | strongly oppose SB3196. | do not believe that it will curtail
illegal gun violence or reduce crime. Just as the firework ban did not stop illegal aerial
fireworks.

The firearms | own are used for hunting, recreation, and are stored safely in my home for self-
defense. If this bill were to pass | would lose the ability to hunt axis deer for food for my family.
I will lose the recreational benefit. Most importantly, this bill will strip me of my ability to
protect myself and my family with equal or greater force multipliers that a criminal will continue
to use.

In summary, | believe the intention of the bill is to create a "safer" Hawaii for everyone, but in
reality it creates a haven for criminals to run unchallenged. It denies citizens their constitutional
right to bear arms. It takes tools away from families that use them to hunt food. It will not work.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:19:51 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chester Barayuga Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| oppose this bill because | believe in the second amendment. This bill goes against what the
people of this country fought for.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:27:39 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Miles Freed Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha,

My name is Miles Freed and | am submitting this testimony as a private citizen in opposition to
bill SB3196. | find it ridiculous that legislators believe that they have the right to arbitrarily pass
legislation that goes against the wishes of their constituents, bypassing our voices and wants and
believing that they can make decisions for us as if we're children that need handholding through
life. You were not elected so that you could take away our God given rights, but so that you
would protect and defend them, while defending and increasing our rights and access to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Restricting and banning access to firearms and their
attachments and modifications, goes entirely against the 2nd amendment that was enshrined in
the constitution of the United States as well as going against multiple decisions made in the
Supreme Court. Taking firearms away from and restricting access for law abiding citizens does
nothing to stop violent crime, and will only do the opposite and make violent crime an even more
serious and pressing issue as can be shown in the multiple states and cities across the country
where they have the strictest regulations, but also have the highest rate of gun related crimes,
violence, and deaths. The people of Hawaii do not want this bill to pass. If you want to sit and
claim that we live in a democracy, then listen to the majority when they tell you not to pass this
bill. Also, do us all a favor and don't run for office again.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:34:32 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kaleimakalii Colburn Individual Oppose W”tte”OTnflﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

| am strongly opposed to this bill! We as citizen have the right to protect/defend ourselves and
family! The 2nd amendment gives us the capability to do so. So again | am strongly opposed to
this bill!

Mahalo for your time!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:42:45 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jack Behrens Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| have been a law enforcement officer for many years, both on the mainland and here in my
beloved Hawai'i, and have been a professional firearms instructor for several of those years. |
have dealt extensively with firearms, both regarding legal use but also combatting their illegal
use, and am quite familiar with violent crime both from my career and my young life in the city
of Baltimore. When | see laws such as SB3196, my blood runs cold; laws like these, which
trample the fundamental rights of the citizens we serve, rarely have any effect on violent crime,
delivering a net negative: our citizens are less free, and they don't even get the trade-off of
increased public safety to make up for it.

A member of the legislature will undoubtedly make the claim that allowing semiautomatic
firearms to remain in the market is somehow a danger to first responders. But that claim belies a
cruel intent: to deny modernity for the sake of increased state control. We are now arguing the
legality of the most common design of firearm for nearly the last century; are we to also clamor
for the outlawing of social media for its facilitation of political extremism? No, we aren't; that,
after all, doesn't win a legislator more votes in their next election.

I have sworn throughout my life to uphold the law, and to do so means to respect the rights of
my fellow citizens. | would rather face a foe with an AR-15 than deny tens of thousands of good
people their ability to safely own one. I believe in life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness- the
question is, does the state legislature?



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:46:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
josh stueber Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, committee members,

| am writing to you today to express my opposition to Senate Bill 3196 (SB3196), which |
believe represents a significant infringement on the rights of law-abiding citizens as guaranteed
by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution.

While 1 understand and respect the need for public safety and the protection of our citizens, | am
concerned that the proposed legislation, rather than effectively addressing the issue of crime, will
instead place undue burdens on responsible gun owners. In its current form, SB3196 threatens
the rights of those who adhere to the laws and use their firearms responsibly, while doing little to
deter those who would use them for illegal activities.

The Second Amendment was not written lightly, nor was it intended to be easily dismissed. It is
a fundamental right of every American citizen to bear arms for their protection and the protection
of their families. This right should not be unnecessarily restricted or infringed upon, especially
not by legislation that targets law-abiding citizens rather than criminals.

It is also worth noting that the implementation of SB3196 would place an enormous strain on our
already overburdened law enforcement agencies. They would be required to enforce these new
regulations, diverting resources away from the fight against real crime, and towards penalizing
responsible gun owners.

As a concerned citizen and a believer in our constitutional rights, I urge you to consider the
implications of this bill. Rather than passing legislation that infringes on the rights of law-
abiding citizens, | urge you to focus on measures that would effectively deter criminals and
prevent illegal activities.



| ask you to stand up for the rights of your constituents and oppose SB3196. | believe that with
thoughtful consideration and a commitment to protecting our rights, we can find a solution to the
problem of gun violence that respects the rights of all citizens and effectively targets criminal
behavior.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my views on this matter. | trust that you will make the
right decision for the people you represent.

Sincerely,

Josh Stueber



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:48:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Keola De Dely Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Senators of Hawaii,

| am writing this letter in regards to the anti gun bill that is currently being shoved down our
throats here in Hawaii. | voted in opposition to it and like all other bills that we vote against, and
still, somehow, magically gets your yes on it, except for our Senator Awa, whom us
conservatives and some liberals hold in high regard for actually listening and voting for what we
support. Im asking to not allow this bill to go any further up the chain as it is unconstitutional.
The law abiding citizens of Hawaii, follow your strict and often times sickening rules for
firearms for fear of losing our 2nd amendment rights, which is illegal might I add. | do fear that
you already have your minds made up on this topic and as a person that pays his taxes and
follows the everyday rules of a good citizen, | ask you to not vote yes on the bill. I understand
that you want Hawaii to be reminiscent of Stalingrad or North Korea but the normals of Hawaii
nei do not. If you do some research, you will see that blue states with strict gun laws, have the
highest violent gun crime rates. Regardless of the laws you pass, criminals will never follow
them and the only ones that suffer are the ones that lose our rights as good law abiding citizens.
The lack of knowledge on firearms is what creates the fear mongering with the limited anti gun
population. I would suggest making classes available for those so that they no longer are ignorant
on the topic and the fear will disappear like a bad dream.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:49:25 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Loperfido Donato Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| am writing to express my strong opposition to Senate Bill 3196, which proposes a ban on
semiautomatic rifles. While 1 understand the concerns surrounding gun violence and the desire to
enact measures to address it, | believe that SB3196 is not the appropriate solution and would
have serious negative consequences for law-abiding citizens.

the ban on semiautomatic rifles, such as infringement on Second Amendment rights, lack of
effectiveness in reducing crime,

Furthermore, 1 am concerned that SB3196 unfairly targets law-abiding gun owners and fails to
address the root causes of gun violence. Instead of focusing on restricting access to certain types
of firearms, efforts should be directed towards addressing mental health issues, improving
background checks, and enhancing law enforcement efforts to prevent illegal gun trafficking.

It is essential to balance public safety with the protection of individual rights, including the right
to bear arms. SB3196, in its current form, undermines this balance and sets a dangerous
precedent for further erosion of Second Amendment rights.

| urge you to oppose SB3196 and to work towards more comprehensive and effective solutions
to address the complex issue of gun violence. Let us focus on strategies that respect the rights of
responsible gun owners while promoting safer communities for all.

Thank you for considering my perspective on this matter. | hope that you will prioritize a
balanced approach to gun legislation that respects the rights and concerns of all citizens.

Sincerely,



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 6:54:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nathan roldan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill in its entirety.

It seeks to make common use guns that have been in use for several decades illegal. | and many
other people use many of the weapons on this list for hunting, sport shooting and self defense.
Many people like myself, collect guns for investment and for future securities. I like so many
others would be hurt and made into a criminal by no fault of my own. This bill only seeks to take
away guns from law abiding citizens and does nothing to either stop actual criminals and their
activities.

This bill should be deferred. Many components of this bill are being challenged in courts a cross
the nation, up to the Supreme Court of these United States. You have a duty to uphold the
constitution not subvert it. This will be an expensive bill to fight in court and the people of
Hawai‘i should not have to shoulder the burden for a misguided and clearly unconstitutional bill.

Crime is on the rise, not because of guns; but because we are not enforcing the laws we already
have. The latest law enforcement statistics tell us that. Illegal ghost guns and stolen guns
comprise almost all of the violent crimes. Yet we have seen time and time again its these violent
criminals that perpetuate these crimes.

Please vote no to this bill in its entirety.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:03:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Glen Lefiti Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am writing to you today to express my opposition to Senate Bill 3196 (SB3196), which |
believe represents a tyrannous infringement on the rights of law-abiding citizens as guaranteed
by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution and Hawaii State Consitution.

| am concerned that the proposed legislation, rather than effectively addressing the issue of
crime, your proposed legislation has zero consequences for criminals who display blantant
disreguard for the public. Where is the accountability? This will instead place undue burdens on
responsible gun ownership. In its current form, SB3196 threatens the rights of those who adhere
to the laws and use their firearms responsibly, while doing little to deter those who would use
them for illegal activities.

The Second Amendment was not written lightly, nor was it intended to be easily dismissed. It is
a fundamental right of every American citizen to bear arms for their protection and the protection
of their families against. This right should not be unnecessarily restricted or infringed upon,
especially not by legislation that targets law-abiding citizens rather than criminals.

As a concerned American citizen and a believer in our constitutional rights, | urge you to
consider the serious implications of this bill. Rather than passing legislation that infringes on the
rights of law-abiding citizens, | urge you to focus on measures that would effectively deter
criminals and prevent illegal activities.

| ask you to stand up for the rights of your constituents and oppose SB3196. | believe that with
thoughtful consideration and a commitment to protecting our rights, we can find a solution to the
problem of gun violence that respects the rights of all citizens and effectively targets criminal
behavior.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my views on this matter. | trust that you will make the
right decision for the people you represent.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:13:38 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brendon Heal Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This bill is COMPLETELY UNCONSTITUTIONAL, and goes against all Supreme Court
precedent.

Use your time in legislation to address real CRIMINALS.
STOP HARASSING LAWFUL CITIZENS RIGHTS.

"False is the idea of utility that sacrifices a thousand real advantages for one
imaginary or trifling inconvenience; that would take fire from men because it burns,
and water because one may drown in it; that has no remedy for evils, except
destruction. The laws that forbid the carrying of arms are laws of such a nature.
They disarm those only who are neither inclined nor determined to commit crimes.
Can it be supposed that those who have the courage to violate the most sacred laws
of humanity, the most important of the code, will respect the less important and
arbitrary [laws], which can be violated with ease and impunity, and which, if strictly
obeyed, would put an end to personal liberty—so dear to men, so dear to the
enlightened legislator-and subject innocent persons to all the vexations that the
guilty alone ought to suffer? Such laws make things worse for the assaulted and
better for the assailants; they serve rather to encourage than to prevent homicides,
for an unarmed man may be attacked with greater confidence than an armed."
Source: Cesare Beccaria, On Crimes and Punishments, 1764

These are the very ideas in which the founders of this country subscribed to.

Abide your oath of office and immediately oppose this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:14:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason Hirose Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am an engaged and actively voting member of the public, as well as a Hawalii born and raised
veteran of the United States Marine Corps who served this country with pride.

| strongly oppose 3196 and any effort to further restrain the 2nd amendment rights of law
abusing citizens in our state. US Supreme Court rulings have clearly defined that these types of
measures are unconstitutional. These types of poorly thought bills will continue to cost the state
taxpayers money when they are challenged, and lost in the judicial system. Why does the
legislature of Hawaii continue to push laws that fail to protect the community, rather than putting
time and effort into providing our community with efforts that promote safety and security.

The last few years it feels (anecdotally) that there has been a rise in firearm related assaults and
murders. By all media accounts these crimes are NOT committed by law abiding gun owners,
but criminals who are traditionally barred from firearm ownership. Criminals by nature don't
follow the law, why does the legislature feel that piling more laws will make them think twice.

All this does is expose the state to legal jeopardy. As an engaged voter and member of the
community, passing these types of laws will only engage me in donating more money to pro-
second amendment and civil rights groups to fight against these unconstitutional laws. With US
Supreme Court rulings clearly aligned with preserving the 2nd amendment, 1 would become
engaged in getting these types of laws taken to the Supreme Court so they can (once and for all)
be settled as unconstitutional across our country.

Respectfully,

J.Hirose



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:14:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cliff mello Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Testimony Against the Unjust Bill:
Honorable Members of the Legislative Assembly,

| address you today with grave concerns regarding the proposed bill, which not only disregards
our constitutional rights but also distorts the true essence of the ""Aloha Spirit' to justify its
unjust provisions. This bill, if passed, would punish law-abiding citizens and stand in direct
opposition to established legal precedent, including landmark cases such as Bruen v. City of New
York and District of Columbia v. Heller, which unequivocally affirm the sanctity of our Second
Amendment freedoms.

In Bruen v. City of New York, the United States Supreme Court reaffirmed the fundamental right
of individuals to keep and bear arms for self-defense purposes, emphasizing the importance of
respecting the rights of responsible gun owners and rejecting arbitrary restrictions imposed by
government entities. Similarly, District of Columbia v. Heller underscored the individual's right
to possess firearms for self-defense within the home, highlighting the integral role of the Second
Amendment in preserving individual liberty and security.

Numerous legal challenges to similar bills aimed at restricting firearm ownership have been
struck down by courts across the country, demonstrating the judiciary's commitment to
upholding the Second Amendment and protecting the rights of law-abiding citizens from
unwarranted government intrusion.

The attempt to use the concept of the "Aloha Spirit™ to justify the infringement of our Second
Amendment rights is not only misguided but also deeply disrespectful to the true meaning of
aloha, which embodies principles of respect, compassion, and mutual understanding. To gaslight
citizens into believing that the **Aloha Spirit' can be weaponized against them to undermine
their constitutional rights is an insult to our intelligence and an affront to the values we hold dear.

Furthermore, the proposed bill fails to address the root causes of crime and violence in our
communities and instead targets responsible gun owners who have committed no wrongdoing.
Rather than focusing on punitive measures, our efforts should be directed towards promoting
education, addressing mental health issues, and fostering a culture of responsible firearm
ownership.



In conclusion, | implore you to reject this unjust bill and stand on the side of freedom, justice,
and individual rights. Let us not allow the misguided intentions of a few to erode the liberties
enshrined in our Constitution. The people of our great nation deserve better, and it is our duty to

uphold their rights and protect their freedoms.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:15:31 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Gerard Silva Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

The Highest Court in the United States Has already ruled that No State can Ban so called Assult
Weapones ,or Magazines of any kined .This would be a clear Violation of the 2nd Amendment.

Any one that Votes for this isa COMMUNIST .We the People of Hawaii do not want any



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:54:22 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ray Cairme Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am against this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 7:58:18 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kira Cairme Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:01:38 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shaun Duldulao Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:
Aloha,

Thank you for taking the time to read my testimony. | would like to start off by saying that |
oppose SB3196. As our elected officials, | would hope that you take your paths seriously and
uphold them. Hawaii constitution, Bill of Rights - Article 1, Section 17 states;

RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS

Section 17. A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of
the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. [Ren Const Con 1978 and election Nov
7,1978]

| am also a veteran with 13 years of service and still serving. The bill threatens to take away my
ability to remain proficient by training on my own when not in service. | work and pay hard
earned money to stay on top of my training so that one day, if needed, | may save lives. Classes I
pay for include becoming more proficient with an array of weapons, and classes that provide
triage for self or others.

i do understand there is a stigma on firearms and the dangers it poses but it is a tool to preserve
life. If this bill is to pass, not only will you be disarming law abiding citizens but also making
them targets against the evil doers who don't give two cents about going through the proper steps
to obtaining a firearm legally in the first place. Hard working families will fall victim to those
who just enter their property, cause property damage and also inflict emotional and
psychological damage as well. Bad guys will think they can get away with anything. Do not
disarm us, do not pass this bill.

Just recently, on Maui, a CCW holder held a woman at gun point for driving a stolen vehicle
who had prior arrests. That individual helped MPD with zero casualties. Can you imagine if he
didnt do that and the person who was driving the illegal vehicle decided to make the wrong
choice by driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol and lost control and killed pedestrians?
Families of the victims would be mourning the loss of loved ones. But this brave person



mitigated that.

The firearms industry is always busy and helps to generate local revenue for the islands. | myself
do work at a local gunshop part time. If the ban were to go through, this extra bit of income
could have a negative impact on my finances. Hawaii already is so hard to live in with the
ongoing inflation and rising costs of groceries. | enjoy my part time job and talk to like minded
people. It feels more like a hobby than it does work.

i would highly encourage stepping into a gunshop and seeing firsthand how tightknit the 2A
community is. Visit Koko Head gun range and ask the people there for some honest feedback. If
you've never shot a firearm before, I'm sure they will be more than willing to let you shoot some
firearms ranging from ARs to bolt action, 5.56 to 9mm to even .22Ir.

Please reconsider and not allow this bill to go through.

Thank you and Aloha!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:04:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joshua Drye Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

Hello my name is Joshua Drye. Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony for this bill. If
you will please take the time to read my testimony. | strongly oppose to bill sb3196. I've been
raised on firearms my whole life. My son has been raised on firearms his whole life. He was
raised to respect them. Guns do not hurt people. It's how people are raised. With this bill you will
ban nearly every firearm made today from hard working law abiding citizens. Criminals will
STILL have their guns. And we will be left defenseless to protect ourselves. | live in a very rural
dangerous area where cops can take up to 45 minutes to reach where I live. | as a human being
have the right to protect my family just as much as any police officer or military personnel. You
said it yourselves that Hawaii is one of the safest states in the United States of America. And
taking away from the law abiding citizens will just turn it into a more dangerous place. Because
criminals will know that they are the only ones left with the firearms. And it's not just about self-
protection. For me firearms is a sport a hobby that I enjoy doing on my free time. We should
have the right to use which firearms we wish and what attachments we wish to apply to them.
Please stop attacking the law-abiding citizens. And please allow us the right to exercise our
freedoms as the Americans that we were born to be. Please focus more on raising people
properly and teaching them respect for firearms and other people. | humbly thank you for your
time sincerely Joshua Drye



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:13:16 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Roseann Elisaga Individual Oppose W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

| highly oppose bill SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:14:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Martin Dixon Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My name is Martin Dixon. | am writing in absolute OPPOSITION of SB3196.

I am a resident of Oahu and a father to 3 children. I’ve lived here since I was 3 years old and
have witnessed many changes, including the increase in violent crime and the extreme nature of
violence in many incidents. While | understand the urgent need to address this issue, | firmly
believe this not only doesn’t address the root of it, but further endangers law abiding citizens.
Those who are perpetuating these acts of violence are not obtaining their firearms by legal
means. A criminal by definition does not obey the law, so I don’t see the logic in creating
more/stricter laws (pertaining to acquiring firearms) to address violent crimes involving
firearms.

This bill focuses primarily on various features of firearms. Please keep in mind that a firearm is
simply a tool. The result it achieves is determined by the hands that operate it. Neither the
firearm or its features are a threat when handled properly/responsibly. While | do believe many
of the features being listed in this bill make for a more efficient tool, that alone is also not
inherently bad.

One of my responsibilities as a father is to protect my family. As the saying goes, “When
seconds count, the police are only minutes away.”. That is in no way a knock on our police
department or its officers. It is a fact that they will not beat a victim/potential victim to the scene
of the crime if they aren’t already on site at the time. We are all our own first responders in the
face of violent crime. A firearm is a highly effective tool for self defense. It equalizes
disadvantages or weaknesses which may very well lead to being the target of violent crime to
begin with. If the features of a firearm make it a more effective tool for the purpose of protecting
oneself, it is senseless to deny law abiding citizens that advantage. Especially when the criminal
element will still have unabridged access to them.

| ask that you please deeply consider the realistic effects this bill could have and the dangers it
poses to the community. If the goal really is to increase the safety of the public, this certainly
will not achieve it.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:27:58 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
shawna kahoopii Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

Take a step back and look at the history of America. Imagine where we would be if our ancestors
who created the constitution didn't fight back against tyranny. Our right to bear arms was written
in the constitution for a reason. Do your duty and protect our right and stop infringing on them.
Imagine our future generations and how they will suffer if we allow the government to keep
taking our freedoms. Our future generations will have nothing.

mahalo for allowing me to speak my mind.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:29:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Frank DeJesus Il Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony

Comments:

| strongly oppose bill sb3196 | use a arl5 to hunt with it is a versatile gun that can shot different
calibers so you can have it chambered fit your liking also if make any semi automatic rifles
illegal that would put almost all rifles illegal




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:32:58 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason Vaughn Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose the passing of this bill. The people that you represent oppose the passing of this Bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:42:45 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Matt salboro Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| Matthew Salboro oppose SB319.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:51:22 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Eric Ross Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. The only reason we still have a first amendment is because it is
protected by the second amendment. If you limit the people's ability to defend themselves, you
make them a weak target. You also do not do anything about the crime that leads to the
shootings, and now you trying to take away our ability to defend ourselves. The constitution says
shall not be infringed. This law infringes a lot. And probably would not hold up at the Supreme
Court, so please don't waste our tax dollars defending a bill that should have never passed.



| am writing in absolute OPPOSITION to SB3196. As one of the tens of thousands of rifle owners
in the State of Hawaii, this bill absolutely aims and targets at lawful possession of these firearms
for the pure purpose of retaliation, spite, and political bias. SB3196 will PROHIBIT any ability to
repair the firearms |, and tens of thousands in Hawaii, legally possess as it will make-all repair
parts and components illegal. Firearms are just like ANY functional mechanical device and parts
and components will wear out and will need periodical replacement.

Clearly this is the aim of the crafters of SB3196. To PUNISH current legal gun owners and to
prevent future gun owners from exercising their rights of lawful firearm ownership of
constitutionally protected arms.

Statistically there is no data-supported evidence firearms, specifically rifles, have caused a
“public safety” issue in Hawaii. | have attached the Uniformed Crime Reports from the Federal
Bureau of Investigation with tables archived from the most recent 2016 — 2019 years. In those
four sample years, the amount of recorded homicides in the State of Hawaii because of bare
hands and feet total to thirty (30) as compared to rifle-related deaths at FIVE (5). Again, other
than political motivations and outright SPITE towards gun owners in Hawaii, there is ZERO
rationale for the existence of SB3196 in ANY form or fashion.

Kevin Kacatin
Pearl City, HI
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Home + Crime in the U.S. + 2019 « Crime in the U.S. 2019 - Tables - Table 20

Home Offenses Known to Law Enforcement ~ Violent Crime ~ Property Crime ~ Clearances  Persons Arrested  Police Employee Data

Murder
by State, Types of Weapons, 2019

B Firearms Knives or
Total Total (type cutting Other Hands, fists,
State murders? firearms Rifles i weapons feet, etc.
Alabama® 4 33 0 0 [ 0 1 0
Alaska 69 44 17 1 6 20 8 5 12
Arizona 337 213 170 6 6 31 47 67 10
Arkansas 231 177 87 10 5 7% 2 2 4
California 1679 1142 762 34 26 320 252 183 102
Colorado 208 135 83 5 3 44 32 30 12
Connecticut 104 65 11 1 0 53 15 17 o
Delaware 48 40 13 o 0 2772 3 3
District of Columbia 166 136 52 ] 0 84 18 2 10
Florida* 1 00 [} [} 00 1 0
Geor 445 367 305 14 3 45 34 35 9
_Hawai 32 9 5 @) 0 4 7 1 5
3 35 16 9 ] 0 7 3 13 3
llinois® 7 647 564 7 4 72 70 44 10
Indiana 247 185 118 3 1 63 25 2 8
lowa 58 3% 21 0 0 15 8 8 6
Kansas 93 56 37 1 0 18 12 13 12
Kentucky 21 174 101 9 S 59 p<] 20 4
Louisiana 522 433 200 21 3 209 24 54 1
Maine 20 13 6 0 3 4 2 4 1
Maryland 551 460 414 3 4 39 43 34 14
Massachusetts 146 86 33 0 0o 53 38 14 8
Michigan 551 37 172 13 8 189 44 104 2
Minnesota 114 79 61 0 0 18 10 15 10
Mississippi 189 153 117 4 3 2 1 23 2
Missouri 566 486 255 26 10 195 31 37 12
Montana . 27 16 1 1 1 3 4 4 3
Nebraska 45 3% 26 2 2 5 2 4 4
Nevada 147 94 49 5 3 37 20 23 10
New Hampshire 33 16 12 0 o 4 s 7 5
New Jersey 262 176 118 2 1 56 45 25 16
New Mexico 146 9% 51 1 3 4 21 2 5
New York 550 298 255 3 5 3% 119 89 44
North Carolina 516 383 224 26 8 126 52 68 13
North Dakota 2 13 5 2 1 5 ] 4 4
Ohio 521 382 178 13 3 188 26 88 25
Oklahoma 264 189 129 1" 12 7z 37 1
Oregon 98 61 31 1 4 % 19 14 4
Pennsylvania 556 429 350 1" 1" 57 46 66 15
Rhode Island e 25 10 1 ] 0 97 6 2
South Carolina 445 381 224 9 8 140 22 27 15
South Dakota 19 7 4 1 0 2 3 6 3
Tennessee 498 391 173 13 7 198 41 46 20
Texas 1379 1064 568 72 21 403 127 130 58
Utah 66 41 18 1 6 16 8 13 4
Vermont n 8 3 2 0 3 0 1 2
Virginia 427 323 150 15 9 149 40 48 15
Washington 194 135 89 5 3 38 23 24 12
West Virginia 72 48 23 7 2 16 6 15 3
Wisconsin 178 19 53 3 3 60 25 27 I
Wyoming 13 9 7 0 0 2 3 0 1

« ' Total number of murders for which supplemental homicide data were received
» 2Pushed is included in hands, fists, feet. etc

« 3Limited data for 2019 were available for Alabama

= 4 Data submitted through the Bureau of Indian Affairs

= 5 Limited supplemental homicide data were received

hitps: ucr fbi.gov crime-in-the-u.s 2019 crme-in-the-u.s.-2019 tables table- 20
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Home + Crime in the U.S. + 2018 « Crime in the U.S. 2018 - Tables - Table 20

Home Offenses Known to Law Enforcement iolef Property Crime ~ Clearances  Persons Arrested  Police Employee Data

Murder '
by State, Types of Weapons, 2018

Total Total NN Fi:f;pr:n g K:::::; g Other Hands, fists,
State murders'  firearms C Rifles 4"‘ ) weapons feet, etc.?
R

Alabama® 2 2 2 [ 0 0 0 0 0
Alaska 47 3 7 3 0 21 8 3 5
Arizona 339 203 139 12 6 46 45 87 4
Arkansas 218 156 66 6 S 79 17 38 7
California 1739 1177 834 2 27 202 252 223 87
Colorado 207 147 99 2 8 8 27 13 20
Connecticut 83 54 10 - 4 [} 42 18 9 2
Delaware 48 40 14 1 2 23 4 3 1
District of Columbia 151 120 120 ] 0 0 2 7 4
[ 568 460 410 1 10 29 44 62 2

Hawaii /) ' 33 1 6 (¢ Vf—1\\ 0 4 10 6 3

Idaho 32 19 14 2 2 1 4 8 1
liinois® 864 708 592 14 4 %8 77 53 26

Indiana ar 2094 136 10 7 141 33 2 15
lowa* 43 20 6 2 2 10 8 96

Kansas 110 78 47 0 2 29 7 19 6

Kentucky 237 179 112 12 6 49 17 2 9
Louisiana 521 436 233 12 5 186 30 44 1
Maine 23 1 6 0 1 4 2 6 4
Maryland 470 388 345 1 10 32 39 30 13
Massachusetts 136 a3 37 0 1 55 25 13 5
Michigan 550 394 166 17 1 20 31 ES] 2
Minnesota 104 49 36 4 0 9 16 2 11
Mississippi 142 18 99 3 2 14 7 15 ]
Missouri 555 473 235 16 9 213 40 32 10
Montana 34 17 9 3 0 5 2 12 3

Nebraska 43 % 22 0 1 35 9 3

Nevada 201 134 46 1 1 86 23 24 20
New Hampshire 21 12 6 0 [} 6 3 4 2
New Jersey 286 202 152 0 2 48 37 28 19
New Mexico 137 87 39 3 0 45 23 2 5
New York 546 313 254 6 10 43, 124 63 46
North Carolina 479 346 231 15 16 B84 44 52 37
North Dakota 16 98 0 0 1 1 1 5

Ohio 546 383 184 3 7 189 49 87 27
Oklahoma 202 134 95 7 3 2 28 2 1
Oregon 81 48 30 3 1 14 12 18 3
Pennsylvania ' 787 580 464 17 7 2 8 %9 %
Rhode Island 16 12 1 1 1 9 2 1 1
South Carolina 386 296 188 8 6 94 29 42 19
South Dakota 13 8 § 0 0 3 4 1 0
Tennessee 496 397 245 % 8 18 28 49 22
Texas 1,301 956 522 3 37 364 128 133 84
Utah 59 28 17 1 0 10 12 10 9
Vermont 10 33 0 0 0 0 5 2
Virginia 391 207 141 8 5 143 30 49 15
Washington 232 138 76 2 5 55 45 35 14
West Virginia 57 34 21 1 1 1" 5 14 4
Wisconsin 178 136 67 4 2 63 1l5 16 1"
Wyoming 12 8 6 0 2 0 2 0 2

« ! Total number of murders for which supplemental homicide data were received
= 2Pushed is included in hands, fists, feet, etc
» 3 Limited supplemental homicide data were received

« *Limited data for 2018 were available for lowa

Data Declaration

s uer b gov.crime-in-the-u.s 201 K crme-in-the-u.s -201¥ tables table-20
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nthe U.S

Home « Crime i + 2017 + Crime in the U.S. 2017 « Tables + Table 20

Home  Offens Violent Crime ~ Property Crime ~ Clearances  Persons Arrested

Murder
by State, Types of Weapons, 2017

- Firearms Knives or =
Total Total SN (type cutting Other Hands, fists,

State murders firearms Rifles J ) ‘weapons feet, etc.
Alabama® 2 10 0 0 1 0 1 0
Alaska 62 37 7 3 3 24 13 8 4
Arizona 404 249 162 8 9 70 S0 93 12
Arkansas 250 168 92 " 4 61 23 52 74
California 1,830 1274 886 37 34 317 258 195 103
Colorado 218 137 88 7 4 38 37 2 22
Connecticut 102 72 30 0 1 4 N 9 10
Delaware 52 44 20 [} 1 23 3 4 1
District of Columbia 16 %0 89 0 0 1 15 5 6

eorgia 672 542 490 15 5 32 37 85 8

\ Hawaii 39 4 1 ( 1 > 0 2 9 10 16

Idaho 28 13 8 4 1 0 6 3 6
liinois® ' 814 693 59 24 3 70 S3 50 18
Indiana 360 291 147 14 6 124 20 39 10
lowa 100 57 25 o) 5 26 18 18 7
Kansas 129 79 44 4 b 4 24 16 26 8
Kentucky 263 192 128 6 6 52 25 3 13
Louisiana 566 460 216 23 12 209 46 42 18
Maine 23 12 4 0 0 8 3 4 4
Maryland 475 370 339 5 3 23 44 50 1
Massachusetts 170 9 34 0o 0o 65 36 29 6
Michigan 567 381 185 13 12 171 55 101 30
Minnesota 13 69 58 1 2 8 14 23 7
Mississippi 149 11 90 4 3 14 12 20 6
Missouri 596 514 224 22 8 260 25 48 S
Montana | 41 17 10 2 1 4 12 5 7
Nebraska 43 31 27 2 2 0 4 5 3
Nevada 270 201 16 58 ] 127 28 30 "
New Hampshire 14 7 4 0o 1 2 5 g | 1
New Jersey 324 242 175 4 4 56 42 29 1"
New Mexico 13 712 2 0 49 20 19 3
New York 547 292 233 6 9 44 113 91 51
North Carolina 547 413 279 9 26 9 33 64 37
North Dakota 9 5 2 1 0 2 1 2 1
Ohio 682 485 226 5 " 243 46 128 23
Oklahoma 239 163 131 5 5 2 25 32 19
Oregon 100 58 34 2 2 20 17 2 3
Pennsylvania 735 567 452 1" 8 % 63 73 32
Rhode Island 20 8 0 0 7 4 5 3
South Carolina ' 387 312 183 1 8 10 29 36 10
South Dakota 21 8 6 0 0 2 7 2 4
Tennessee 525 407 271 19 1" 106 42 64 12
Texas 1.364 1012 594 40 26 352 156 131 65
Utah 73 46 32 ] 3 n 7 12 8
Vermont 14 6 1 0 0 5 6 1 1
Virginia 453 338 156 1" " 160 44 54 17
Washington 228 134 75 1 1 57 36 40 18
West Virginia 79 45 25 4 4 12 8 23 3
Wisconsin 186 149 M 4 2 32 1" AT 9
Wyoming 14 6 5 0 0 1 3 3 2
Guam 1 00 0 0 0 0 1 o

« ' Total number of murders for which supplemental homicide data were received
= 2Pushed is included in hands, fists, feet, etc.
« 3 Limited supplemental homicide data were received

Data Declaration

itps:  uer fbi.gov crime.in-the-u.s 2017 crime-in-the-u.s.-201 7 ables table-20
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Home

Murder
by State, Types of Weapons, 2016

Firearms Knives or
Total Total /\ (type cutting Other Hands, fists,
) feet, etc.2

State murders! firearms Rlnu? weapons
Alabama® 3 1 [ ] 0 1 0 2 [
Alaska 52 43 12 4 1 2% 3 6 0
Arizona 336 227 156 16 10 45 40 63 6
Arkansas 209 151 72 1 3 65 5] 2 8
California 1,930 1,368 830 a7 36 365 280 193 89
Colorado 202 136 a7 4 4 4 27 28 1
Connecticut 76 48 24 ] 1 23 12 13 3
Delaware ’ 56 4 17 o 0 24 7 8 0
District of Columbia 136 105 105 0 0 0 19 6 6
Georgia 646 522 421 20 14 67 48 7 5
Hawaii 3 19 12 C 2 2 8 5 3
aho 47 17 13 1 ] 3 5 21 4
llinois® 941 799 728 14 5 52 61 62 19
Indiana 348 287 169 12 2 104 19 32 10
lowa 7 43 % 2 1 15 12 10 6
Kansas % 61 43 5 1 12 8 19 8
Kentucky 260 207 143 7 8 49 20 2 1
Louisiana 543 445 219 26 7 193 3 52 13
Maine 20 1" 2 1 3 5 " 5 2 2
Maryland 430 328 308 2 3 14 52 29 21
Massachusetts 132 8 34 0 0 51 2 1 11
Michigan 597 443 191 15 12 225 45 89 20
Minnesota ES) 60 42 2 1 15 12 19 8
Mississippi 154 128 101 4 3 17 4 14 8
Missouri 535 437 21 23 3 197 a7 50 1
Montana 34 17 6 4 3 4 9 5 3
Nebraska 41 30 30 ] 0 [ 9 2 0
Nevada 209 141 21 2 0 118 20 42 6
New Hampshire 16 8 4 1 1 2: 2 0 6
New Jersey 372 278 212 1 3 62 29 42 23
New Mexico %9 60 13 1 [ 46 17 19 3
New York 628 367 305 2 9 51 130 99 32
North Carolina 595 a1 262 20 22 17 50 80 44
North Dakota 14 8 5 2 0 1 3 1 2
Ohio 627 452 197 7 8 240 39 104 32
Okiahoma 243 171 135 9 9 18 31 23 18
Oregon 100 51 2 6 1 12 24 24 1
Pennsyivania 655 486 395 10 12 69 68 78 23
Rhode Island 29 12 5 0 [ 7 9 6 2
South Carolina 363 281 172 7 9 o3 29 36 17
South Dakota 21 7 7 [ 0 0 5 4 5
Tennessee 486 356 202 10 7 137 49 69 12
Texas 1.459 1,066 630 51 31 354 175 136 82
Utah 7 42 31 1 [ 10 6 20 3
Vermont 14 6 2 2 1 1 2 6 [
Virginia 482 352 151 10 10 1, 33 67 30
Washington 195 127 69 1 5 42 19 38 1
West Virginia . 76 47 30 2 [} 15 4 21 4
Wisconsin 226 166 19 6 4 a7 27 21 12
Wyoming 19 6 1 o 1 4 8 3 2
U.S. Virgin Islands 42 34 3 0 [ 31 0 8 0

« ! Total number of murders for which supplemental homicide data were received
= 2Pushed is included in hands, fists, feet. etc.
« 2 Limited supplemental homicide data were received

Data Declaration

hitps:  uce fbi.gox ‘crime-in-the-u.s 2016 crime-in-the-u.s.-2016 tables table- 12



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:53:08 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jefferson Foust Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

As a retired navy veteran | spent 20 years defending the constitution and since this bill violates
the 2nd amendment | can support this bill.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 8:57:27 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jordan Au Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To whom it may concern,

| strongly oppose SB3196. This bill will destroy the Second Amendment rights of people in
Hawaii now and will also deprive future generations of a fundamental right listed in the United
States Constitution and the Hawaii State Constitution. In addition, SB3196 will shut down every
business related to the firearms industry and other businesses such as airsoft. Covid already
casued many businesses to close; this bill will do the same. Passing a bill that would cause
businesses connected to a constitutionally protected right to close is insane. Finally, if this bill
passes innocent people will be left defenseless. Police are unable to be everywhere at once and
if criminals are the only ones armed, innocent people will be the victims. For reasons relating to
the United States and Hawaii State Constitutions, people losing their jobs, and for not wanting

innocent people to be defenseless | oppose SB3196.

Thanks,

Jordan Au




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:00:35 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephanie Hirata Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

As a woman, | strongly oppose bill SB3196. You are severely limiting my firearms options to
defend myself and to protect the lives my children. If these types of firearms are necessary to
defend the lives of law enforcement, but not necessary to defend our lives, you are basically
sending the message that our lives are less important. While we may not face threats regulary as
law enforcement does, you cannot guarantee me that we never will, nor can you guarantee me
they will arrive in time to save our lives. Should I or my children become victims, it will be a
direct result of your policy which forced us to protect ourselves with options of lesser
capabilities.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:01:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Au Hoon Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony

Comments:

Aloha , Im opposed to SB3196 cause its unconstitutional. Why is it that the law abiding citizens
are the ones punished when these laws are being introduced? We shouldnt be introducing
arbitrary laws. The looks of a gun and what someone chooses to lawfuly attach to it dosent make
it dangerous its a prefence thing like upgrading a vehicle. " Shall not be infridged™” when those
words were written in the constitution it was open to interpretation.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:02:29 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jae Tracey Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. It completely defies the 2nd amendment (*...the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED"). This bill bans many arms and their
accessories. Completely unacceptable and illegal.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:12:18 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
joseph Palimoo Individual Oppose erttenOTestlmony
nly
Comments:

| oppose this bill i strongly feel that it goes against the constitution.my second amendment right
to bear arm..



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:40:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kevin Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

An underlying premise of SB3196 is to keep items in this bill out the hands of people who would
use them maliciously. However, my rights and civil liberties should not be reliant on whether or
not someone else abuses theirs. The prohibitive nature of this bill impacts the second
amendment right of all law-abiding Hawaii citizens because of the abuses of a select

few. Instead, legislators should focus their attention on addressing these maliciously abusers
(i.e., criminals) through greater enforcement of existing laws, stronger sentencing, etc.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 9:50:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Theodore Miller Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

The 2nd Amd was specifically intended to cover "weapons of war" (though the firearms targeted
in this bill are not used by any army anywhere). There are already cases against similar laws in
other states moving towards the US Supreme Court, and you could easily wait to see their results
(almost certainly struck down). How much will local taxpayers spend defending yours? Six
figures? Seven? Who cares, because there's plenty more where you get it? "The welfare of
humanity is always the alibi of tyrants.” - Albert Camus




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:06:08 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Aaron Brogan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

As a proponent of Second Amendment rights, | believe that banning assault weapons is not an
effective solution to reducing violence. Such bans unfairly penalize law-abiding citizens who use
these firearms responsibly for self-defense, sport shooting, and collecting purposes. Criminals
will still find ways to obtain and use these weapons illegally, leaving law-abiding citizens at a
disadvantage in defending themselves. Instead of focusing on restricting access to certain types
of firearms, efforts should be directed towards addressing the root causes of violence and
enforcing existing laws to keep firearms out of the hands of criminals.

Aaron Brogan



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 10:10:47 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Vernon L Kwan Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly do not support this Bill SB 3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:28:37 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Glenn Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| Oppose the decision of SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/17/2024 11:54:15 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David nutt Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am a not a gun enthusiasts but I am a gun owner | purchased my firearms with the sole purpose
of home and self defense | am not a criminal or violent person. But I do not believe this bill will
solve any of the gun violence or crime. | believe it will infact increase it by baning certain types
of firearms or as your bill describes them assault weapons it will only create a larger demand for
them on the black market for example "fireworks™ because it is banned now the only way for
people to get them is illegally which isn't regulated which also means anyone can buy them. |
support criminal and mental background checks because it helps keep guns out of the hands of
those who shouldn't have them. But to tell those who have complied with all the restrictions and
proven them selves responsible enough to own firearms that they can't own certain types of
firearms because of simple features like a barrel shroud that is just there to help protect the
shooter from getting burned and give them better control of there firearm is just stupid in my
book. If law maker wish to make bills that will help with gun control then they should increase
the punishments for having a firearms illegally. With all that said | strongly opposed Bill SB3196
because it will not help curb gun violence in fact it will more then likely force more black market
firearms out on the streets in the hands of those who shouldn't have them in turn increase gun
violence and crime.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:11:54 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
chad miyasato Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am submitting my written testimony to OPPOSE SB3196. I live in Liliha which is only a few
blocks north of China Town and Mayor Rights. Throughout the 15 years that | have lived here,
the crime in my area has increased exponentially ranging from car/house break-ins, vandalism,
stabbings, and even shootings. On top of this is the ever growing homeless population that is
slowly making their way up to Liliha from China Town and Nimitz areas.

| am a responsible firearm owner because | am the man of my household and | firmly believe
that I have the right to protect my family. All of the statistics out there show that you are your
own first responder when it comes to crime and impending harm to yourself or your family.
Criminals do not care about gun laws. They will obtain weapons through illegal channels and use
them to take advantage of defensess citizens. The only thing that SB3196 will accomplish is that
it will disarm all law-abiding gun owners from protecting themselves and their families.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:15:15 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason De Ponte Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

| am in strong opposition of this Bill. These types of bans only harm law abiding citizens. As a
Police Officer, | can assure you that these Bills do nothing for keeping guns out of the hands of
criminals. The law abiding citizens are the only ones who will abide by these rules and they
aren't the ones that Law Enforcement officers are worried about. Hawai‘i already has some of
the strictest gun laws in the Country. We also have some of the lowest gun crimes, not because
of those laws but because of the culture here which is different than that of the mainland. Since
the State has started issuing CCW permits, there hasn't been a single shooting involving a person
who has obtained their concealed carry permit. On the other hand criminals don't care and there
have been many shootings involving them. The Second amendment shouldn't be hindered by
laws restricting citizens in which type of firearms or magazine capacity they can have. | urge
you to not pass this unconstitutional Bill.

Vi,

Jason De Ponte




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:37:45 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Noah van Aardenne Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196! It is a destruction of our freedom and is very unfair and unfounded.
Please don't proceed with this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:46:43 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mike Manuel Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 2:50:53 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Vernelle Oku Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill.

Any legislator voting for this bill is violating their oath to uphold the constitution and infringing
on the people's right to bear arms.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 5:31:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Taylor Stevens Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

Why are we being stripped of our constitutional 2nd amendment rights?! | am very saddened by
this particular bill, due to the simple fact that those of us who ARE LAW ABIDING CITIZENS
are the only ones who will suffer from the effects of this bill! Meanwhile THOSE WHO ARE
CRIMINALS, WILL STILL BE CRIMINALS!!! THIS BILL WILL NOT STOP SEMI AUTO
FIREARMS FROM GETTING INTO THE WRONG HANDS!!! IT IS NOT GUNS THAT
KILL PEOPLE, IM SURE WE ALL KNOW THAT!!!! IT IS PEOPLE WHO KILL PEOPLE!!!
| DONT KNOW WHAT IS SO HARD TO UNDERSTAND!!!! PLEASE RECONSIDER
OPPOSITION OF SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 6:15:52 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Woody Child Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| srongly oppose SB 3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 6:22:08 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mario Andres Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, 1 oppose SB 3196. This is a poorly written piece of legislation and fraught with

issues. Why should something be banned because of a standard piece of safety equipment such
as a shroud? Pistol grips are simply a matter of stock design, nothing more. All firearms with
detachable magazine would in fact be banned as they can accept mags greater than 10 rounds—
its simple mechanics. This includes popular sporting and hunting long guns. This Bill goes too
far in search of a problem that does not exist.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 7:02:51 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Daniel Yoro Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

SB3196 is unconstitutional. Oppose this and all others like it. Bills and laws like it won't affect
anyone but law abiding Americans. Criminals will go on despite it all and law abiding
Americans won't be able or get the means to protect themselves and loved ones. Oppose SB3196

Oppose SB3196 Oppose SB3196 Oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 7:21:57 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Steve Robertson Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:
Sh3196

This bill is unconstitutional and unnecessary. It will fail in the courts when challenged under
the second amendment.

It is unnecessary because gun violence from legal guns is extremely low in Hawaii.

Please invest your valuable time and resources in something more meaningful and important for
the citizens of Hawai’i.

Oppose



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 7:38:25 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher Brun Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha, my name is Christopher Brun, and have been born and raised on Maui. | am a combat
veteran having served two tours overseas. | have training and experience with nearly every
weapon this bill seeks to ban. Some of which was acquired through the excellent instructors we
have on Maui.

| strongly oppose this bill as it limits our freedoms as United States citizens. This bill is worded
so broadly that it eliminates nearly every single modern rifle, shotgun, and handgun. It also
eliminates historic rifles like the M-14, M-1 garand, and more.

These rifles, both modern and historic are used for hunting, funeral ceremonies conducted by
Veterans organizations like the VFW, and recreational shooting.

Please do not proceed with this bill. It infringes on the rights and freedoms we fought so hard for.
Mahalo,

Christopher Brun



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:00:22 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jennifer Cabjuan Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

Strongly oppose this bill.

Ever heard the saying "never bring a knife to a gun fight?" This bill will limit law abiding
citizens from firearm options and leaving all the advanced hardware for the criminals and illegal
gun owners to possibly use against us. They don't follow your laws. Criminals will still be able to

obtain any type of gun they desire.

This bill infringes on our 2A rights and unconstitutional laws like this waste our tax dollars on

unnecessary legal battles.

Words matter. Adding "assault” in front of every firearm description adds a negative
connotation. Stop abusing our language and remove this word from any and all bills relating to
firearms. Or change to "self defense™ weapon which lines up better with our US Constitution.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:21:50 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Britton Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

SB3196 is a complete and utter infringement on the rights of United States citizens. It is just
another proposal to hold down the legitimate and law abiding citizens of Hawai‘i by banning
weapons and attachments that we have natural born rights to have. It does nothing to stop
criminals from having weapons, it only stops law abiding citizens. The government can create as
many laws and regulations as it wants but it will only oppress lawful citizens. Criminals and
people intent on harming others are going to do so and they are going to attain "illegal" weapons
no matter what laws are in place.

Not only does the constitution grant us the right to bear arms but this country was founded on
freedom and that included the freedom to protect ourselves. The law abiding citizens are the ones
who suffer because we have less tools to defend ourselves and our property from criminals and
others intent on causing harm.

Please do not move forward with this atrocity.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:34:29 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason Moore Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Good day to all,

| am in opposition to SB3196 as | believe that it goes to far in restricting my access to and my
ability to enjoy participating in and sharing my passion for firearms. As a voting constituent, I
urge you committee members to vote NO on this measure.

As far as the committee if selected... How is it that Sen. Rhoades is a voting member of both
committees? That doesn't seem right... Is he referring it to himself?

| urge ALL committee members to vote... either for or against each and every measure brought
forth... Not voting or being excused is not a responsible action.

| appreciate your time and have a great day.

Jason Moore



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:34:47 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Marc Miya Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
| oppose SB3196.

Hawaii is already a safe place in regards to gun crimes and is not made worse by so called
"assault rifles”. Any increase in crimes with the use of a gun is not a result of lacking gun laws
but a degrading culture. Simply disarming good people and making them criminals by passing a
bill such as this is nonsensical and not solving the root problem.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:55:16 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
NOAH DRAZKOWSKI Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn‘I?;“mony

Comments:

This bill clearly violates the USA Constitution and only infringes on the rights of law abiding

citizens.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:54:16 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Robert McCarthy Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

It would appear from the testimony for the 2/14 hearing that the overwhelming number of
testimony opposes this. Of not is it is clearly Hawaii citizens opposing. Is the Hawaii legislature
listening to them?

The support appears to come from multiple identical entries and non-local anti-second
amendment groups. Please do not be controlled by outside agitators.

This remains a bill that addresses no Hawaii issue. It only penalizes Hawaii citizens that are not

about to cause any issue requiring this measure. There is absolutley no compelling reason for this
measure, please stop it now.

Robert McCarthy

Kailua Kona



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:59:33 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Justin Roldan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose to this bill as the firearms mentioned in this bill | payed with my own hard earned
money that was already taxed by the state and will be criminalized to a Hawai'i state citizen that
has not committed any crime to own these firearms legally. Its a direct violation of my second
amendment and one of the examples why the Hawai'i people have no faith in Hawai'i legal
system anymore.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:10:28 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
K Watanabe Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I would like to submit a written testimonial opposing Senate bill SB3196.

It appears that this bill intends to ban the sale and passing of ownership of any and all self-
loading (semiautomatic) firearms. The obvious intent is to deny the means of enacting a
particular type of mass casualty incident. Although laudable, there should also be consideration
of the consequences to law-abiding and respectful use these tools.

| am a former competition shooter. Many regional, national, and international competitions are
based on exactly the mechanisms which this bill describes. To enact this bill will completely
deny an opportunity for personal development in a sport which is less of physical abilities and
more of the mental disciplines of repetition, patience, and focus, all in pursuit of the highest
levels of performance.

| will cite a particular example. A local girl, Michelle Sc. (I did not solicit permission to use her
full name), was an outstanding young shooter, so much so that she moved to Colorado to tryout
for the 1996 Olympic Team. If she had made the team, would we have been proud or ashamed
of her dedication and skill with firearms? It seems that the message of this bill is the latter. So,
are only welcoming doors to athletic achievement for kids from Hawai‘i are the baseball and the
surfboard?

Respectfully, /s/ K Watanabe



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:16:52 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kyle Miyahana Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill as it infringes on my 2nd amendment rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:25:14 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Donald Grey Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Please do not consider passing this bill. It is unconstitutional, unenforceable, and just like the
previous constitutional violation attempts by the state of Hawaii, it will be indefinitely tied up in
litigation that will only cause millions of tax payers dollars to be lost and eventually the state will
be sued and lose again.

| am in the Hawaii Army National Guard and am also an Emergency Room provider in an area
of high crime. I understand the opportunities and threats weaponry carries. We have no
difference in opinion for a desired end goal of less violent crime, only the place guns has in that
problem. Approximately 1-2 cases per month of a fatal or near fatal assault come into my ED
that I have to treat. Majority of them are not related to gun violence. Majority of both fatal and
non-fatal critical patients we see are stabbing. There are also a significant amount of school
related physica assaults. | believe if we want to get serious about the unified issue at hand we ban
knives and alcohol, not guns. You may find this comical as you say knives are a necessary tool
for life, but so are my guns. Some of my most cherished memories are with my family shooting
guns, and yes assault rifles as well to include AR-15's. Owning them gives me nostalgia and a
sense of peace looking back from my combat deployment to Iraqg.

These memories and experiences are the collateral damage in your misguided pursuit of our
unified goal.

Please say no to bill SB3196. If you wish to target a more appropriate cause of violent crime then
first we should vote to ban knives. We could also attempt to place a prohibition on alcohol but
perhaps our past mistakes can give guidance on the cause and effect of misguided constitutional
bans.

Very Respectfully, Donnie Grey



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:29:29 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dave Macadangdang Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/Umony
Comments:

| strongly appose this Bill. There are no reasons or supporting facts that would warrent any more
regulation of any firearms in Hawaii. In Hawaii, we have some of the most strict gun laws
already in place. | don't believe the the bill has the interest of the citizens of Hawaii. It is aimed
at hampering the legal gun community. Instead of punishing or actively trying to undermine our
second amendment rights there should be stricter penalties for those who are actually breaking
the law. This bill is based on the fear of what they don't understand. It's grounded in false
narratives and strawman arguments. It's another initiative to take more freedom from

citizens. You cant place your fears to project them on me and infringe on my rights.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 11:19:38 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Randy C. Horne Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Law abiding citizens know this for a fact:
Murder is illegal.

Attempting murder is illegal.

A felon owning a gun is illegal.

Shooting people indiscriminately is illegal.

Using a firearm in a criminal manner is illegal.

Criminals do not go through background checks when purchasing illegal firearms.

Please explain to us how criminals will follow new laws?

Please explain to us how new laws will make us safer??

Please explain to us how restricting law abiding citizens even more

will make us and our ohana safer?

If you cannot then your argument and law is invalid and only benefits criminals

and is a complete waste of everyones time!

Find the answers to the above before taking away responsible peoples rights to

protect themselves and family from criminals!




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 11:35:04 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ruben Ongos Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| STRONGLY OPPOSE THIS BILL...VERY UNCONSTITUTIONAL!!!



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:01:47 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
DENNIS P MANUEL Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/nmony

Comments:

Hawaii already has the lowest gun related deaths in both homocides and suicides in the nation.

Hawaii already has one of the strictest gun laws in the nation. The current laws are working and
further limitations are not necessary.
My wife and | are new gun enthusiasts. We take gun classes and enjoy going to the range to hone
our skills. We feel that this bill will only limit the rights of gun safety conscious and law abiding

citizens. Thank you



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:14:03 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Sumikawa Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill.

Measures such as this demonstrate a clear lack of understanding of responsible gun ownership.
Criminals who are already breaking the law will not magically decide to obey this one.

It is also Hawaii's long and strong standing Asian/Pacific conservative family values that has
protected us all this time from the ridiculous things happening on the mainland. It is not because

of more and more laws, despite the desire to feel good by "doing something".

Thank you.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 12:41:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jennifer Ruggles Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

| am a resident of Mountain View on the Island of Hawaii, and was born and raised here. |
represented my district on the Hawaii County Council for 2 years. I'm writing today to strongly
oppose this bill because this measure would turn many of our armed, law-abiding citizens into
felons and goes against the founding document of this country.

Furthermore, making certain firearms illegal means only criminals will have them.

| understand that this is designed to prevent gun violence, however, the evidence shows that gun
control does not affect actual gun violence because Cities with the Strictest Gun Control Have
the Highest Crime Rates. NO mass shooting has ever been done with a LEGAL firearm. Cities
with the most strict gun-control laws like New York and Chicago have the highest number of
gun-related homicides on record.

According to a survey of 2,000 felons in prison, (Armed and Considered Dangerous: A Survey
of Felons and Their Firearms), criminals actually fear armed citizens more than they fear the
police.

The 1st and 2nd amendments of the constitution are what sets our country apart from the
authoritarian countries all over the world where citizens have no right to speak their mind or
defend themselves. The 2nd amendment was designed to protect citizens from tyranny. If you do
not support the 2nd amendment, you are welcome to move to another country where you are
defenseless from armed criminals and your families’ safety is dependent only on State police.
Please don’t take our rights away.

According to a report titled "Guns in America" by The Police Foundation, from 1991-2019,
privately owned firearms in the U.S. has doubled while violent crime rates have dropped by
more than half.

Gun control does not mean less guns, or safer communities. It just means more guns for
criminals, less guns for law-abiding citizens.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



Sincerely,

Jennifer Ruggles



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 1:26:20 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brian Fields Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| am writing in strong opposition to this bill. This bill is very broad in the definition of weapons
to be banned. As written it would ban a very large amount of long guns used for hunting and
sport shooting. | feel this bill as written infringes on my constitutional rights as a law abiding
American.

MAHALDO,

BRIAN FIELDS



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 1:26:33 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason Keaulana Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

| Jason Keaulana Oppose this bill SB3196.

| Jason Keaulana have the right to keep and bear arm's. | keep my FIREARMS
responsibly locked until. I hunt and to protect my FAMILY!




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 1:35:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Corinne Solomon Individual Oppose W”tteno-;?;“mony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 1:49:14 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dane C. Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196 on these facts.

1. Its our constitutional right. 2A Hawai‘i is part of the United States of America therefore we
must comply with the constitution.

2. SB3196 will not reduce shootings or so called gun violence. None of the so called crimes in
hawaii would have been prevented with this proposed new law. None of the firearms used were
so called assault or legal firearms.

3.The proposed law only takes away rights and freedoms from law abiding citizens. We the
people use firearms for the purpose of sport and hobby. Firearms teach discipline and respect
when used properly, especially to youth with proper supervision and parenting.

4. This proposed law does absolutely nothing to solve the real issues dealing with violent crime
in Hawai‘i. Public service bulletins and education teaching proper parenting would be much
more effective. Welfare reform and goverment corruption needs to be addressed and dealt with
also.

5. This law will only further divide and promote dissatisfaction among the people and
goverment.The Goverment is suppose to work for the people, not the other way around.

Many of my collegues are against this proposed taking of our constitutional rights. They are all
MD's , RN's and other professionals. Hawai‘i already has a shortage of medical professionals
that we dont need leaving the State.

Sincerely,

Dane



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 2:20:06 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
KEON L KUNITOMO Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:
Aloha,

My name is Keon Li‘ipono Kunitomo. | am submitting my testomy strongly OPPOSING
SB3196. Reasons being that if this bill passes, that would be infringing on our rights as
American citizens. Hawaii already has some of the strictest gun laws in America. The people in
office wanting to pass this bill live within gated communities, don't hunt, aren't competing in
competitions, so how would they know or even remotely relate and have a say in something they
know nothing about. That is ridiculous. If you look at the numbers the Hawaii people, the real
Hawaii citizens are 10 to 1 in opposition to this bill. Knowing that and still passing this
unconstitutional laws you would be going against the Hawaii people. Is that what you were
appointed to office for? To go against the people of Hawaii? These outside originizations that
support the passing of this bill have nothing to do with Hawaii or Hawaiian people. This is crazy
that we are even talking about this. Passing this bill you are knowing and willingly taking our
rights away, knowing what you're doing is unconstitutional. Knowingly you will be opposing our
rights. Do not pass this bill if you are truly for the people of Hawaii. Thank you for your time
and consideration.

Mahalo,

Pono



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 2:33:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brian Bernard Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| am strongly apposed to Bill SB3196. It will do nothing to aid in an individuals safety, it will
only criminalize the average law abiding gun owner and further infringe on our constitutional
rights to keep and bear arms. | see this as the next small step by the government to strip us of our
ability to protect our selves, families, and our way of life, enabling them to push us closer to a
socialist rule. Please do not let the minority agenda turn the law abiding into criminals.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 2:45:52 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Tevan Nozaki-Baring Individual Oppose Wmteno-lr-@“mony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 3:08:27 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joshua Black Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

My name is Josh Black and I'm in opposition of Bill SB3196. I'm writing too you on this day
because being a law abiding citizen of the United States of America and a hunter | feel that this
bill is in poor taste and against those of us that not only provide food on our table, but also
provide food on the table for countless family members and neighbors alike. As you are aware
our State already has the strongest gun laws and the lowest gun related deaths in the whole
United States and by doing this you are disarming countless American citizens of their
Constitutional Rights too bear arms. Our fore father's placed this Right in the Constitution so that
the Citizens of the United States of America has a way too protect themselves from all enemies
foreign or domestic and in case the standing military was compromised. | respectfully hope you
change your position on this bill and reject it in its entirety. Thanks!!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 3:28:16 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rodney Rego Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Hawaii Law makers

it is with great sadness | have to right another testimony for my second amendment right to bear
arms. It has been a life long hobby past down from grandfather to father and I. Today | pass
down to my son and daughters for future enjoyment as an American. Your SB3196 goes over
and beyond tyranny it takes away from future generations. Please reconsider and use the laws
already on the books ready for your use we don't need anymore restrictions on our freedoms.

v/r Rodney W Rego



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 3:53:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Micah Kimura Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 3:55:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
kristofor gellert Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

i stongly oppose this unconstitutional bill! stop trying to take away our god given rights. stop
taking away lawabiding citezens rights to self protection.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:02:28 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Otsuka Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:30:40 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sean Rabang Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| Oppose this bill which violates the second amendment rights of law abiding citizens.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:35:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chad Okumura Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ltle)s/nmony
Comments:

| am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed legislation that seeks to ban
semiautomatic rifles in our state. As a law-abiding citizen and a life long supporter of the Second
Amendment, | believe that such a ban would infringe upon our constitutional rights and
disproportionately impact responsible gun owners.

The Second Amendment guarantees the right of law-abiding citizens to keep and bear arms, a
fundamental principle that underpins the foundations of our nation. Restricting access to
semiautomatic rifles would undermine the rights of responsible gun owners without addressing
the root causes of gun violence.

It is essential to acknowledge that the overwhelming majority of gun-related crimes are
committed using illegally obtained firearms. Enacting a ban on semiautomatic rifles would
primarily affect law-abiding citizens who use these firearms for self-defense, sport, and other
legitimate purposes. Criminals, by nature, do not adhere to laws, and any attempt to restrict legal
access to firearms will only impact those who follow the law and even worse, empower and
embolden criminals who would prey upon them.

Furthermore, small business owners who legally sell semiautomatic rifles will bear the economic
brunt of this proposed legislation. Many of these businesses are integral parts of our
communities, providing jobs and contributing to our local economies. Implementing a ban on
certain firearms will undoubtedly have a detrimental effect on these enterprises, potentially
leading to job losses and economic hardship.

Rather than targeting law-abiding citizens and small business owners, | urge you to consider
alternative approaches to address gun violence. Focusing on enforcing existing laws, improving
mental health services, and enhancing background checks for all firearm purchases are more
effective strategies to enhance public safety without infringing upon the rights of responsible gun
owners.

In conclusion, I implore you to uphold the principles of the Second Amendment and to consider
the unintended consequences that may result from the proposed ban on semiautomatic rifles. Let
us work together to find comprehensive and balanced solutions that address the root causes of
gun violence without compromising the rights of law-abiding citizens.

Thank you for your time and consideration.






SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:38:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryan Arakawa Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| OPPOSE this bill. Property can't be made illegal without just compensation. 'Assault pistol
and shotgun' are made up terms to suit a politcal agenda. This bill will end up in federal court
and cost the Hawaii taxpayers a lot of money when the state loses - AGAIN. Nothing in this bill

will reduce crime.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:51:15 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
kacob2@hawaii.edu Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this measure to ban so-called "assault weapons." This is a clear violation of our
second amendment right to keep and bear arms and it will do nothing to prevent crime. Criminals
will continue to commit crime regardless of what weapons are banned. Laws like the one being
proposed do not address the underlying problems that cause crime in the first place -- Factors
such as mental health, poverty, government corruption, etc. It is an attempt to treat the
symptoms, but it does not address the underlying causes. Even as a treatment, it is not very good
since the items that these lawmakers are proposing to ban are used in a small minority of crimes.
Crimes (including murders) committed with handguns,sharp objects and even blunt instruments
are done at a higher rate than so-called "assault weapons."



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:52:28 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael | Rice Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| stand in STRONG OPPOSITION to this bill. This bill is unconstitutional, violates the Heller,
Bruen, and Caetano Supreme Court decisions. Such blatant opposition to the nation’s supreme
judicial branch calls into question the validity of SB3196 altogether.

District of Columbia v. Heller found that arms in common use for lawful purposes cannot be
banned because of a fear of them being used illegally. Lawful purposes included among other
things, self defense and sports shooting. Many of the so-called ‘Assault Weapons’ are in
common use for legal purposes not only throughout the state, but also the rest of the nation.

New York State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc. v. Bruen case found that states may not pass
firearms laws that are not analogous to firearm regulations founded and enforced shortly after the
founding of the country to be consistent with the intent of the 2nd Amendment. Should SB3196
pass, it will receive a legal challenge from grassroot Second Amendment groups both in and out
of the state, and the burden of proof will be upon the State to find and cite such laws. There are
no such laws to ban arms with specified features and such challenges have been filed across the
country where similar laws have been found unconstitutional.

Caetano v. Massachusetts reinforced the Heller decision. The Caetano case involved a ban on
Tasers and simular electric projectile self-defense tools and found that because they are in
common use, they cannot be banned. Moreover,there are far more firearms in common use for
lawful purposes throughout the country and state than there are tasers. To ban such a
commonplace item already in lawful circulation is nonsensical.

This isn’t even taking into account that the current ‘Assault Weapon’ ban in Hawaii, which
includes the 10+ magazine ban for handguns, which is being challenged in court and as
mentioned, will likely succeed on the merits. The only courts that have upheld such bans are
ones that flat out ignore Bruen and Heller.



This alone should be reason enough to Kill this bill, the unnecessary expense of having to defend
a blatantly unconstitutional bill that many other states with more money and experience have
failed to do. Hawaii’s AG hasn’t successfully defended ONE of the unconstitutional gun laws
that have been challenged, and they’re not about to start winning now.

There are so many things wrong with SB 3196 that is overly broad whereby the ban applies even
to non-‘assault weapons’, which would include the ‘attachments’ included in the ban that would
be in use on non-semi automatic weapons like scopes commonly used on hunting rifles or even
things like flashlights for home defense tools. None of which actually contribute to ‘lethality’ of
the firearm as the bill proposes.

So many things have been thrown at this list of banned weapons that it includes by name:

1) A brand and series of airsoft and air guns, not firearms.

2) A design that, while famous from video games and movies, only has two functioning
prototypes (one firing, one non-firing), neither of which are in the United States and are already
illegal to import.

3) A brand and series of firearms that goes out of its way to be compliant with ’assault weapon’
laws.

4) You have just a company name listed in several instances, not any particular model that they
produce, which includes handguns, shotguns, and rifles that would not fall under even the overly
broad definition set forth in this bill..

5) Include a model amongst a list of other models that are of a completely different design.

And this is just what | know of personally without doing further research.

Many currently legal firearms, which would not be considered ‘assault weapons’, would be
banned because of one feature shared with ‘assault weapons’. Almost all rifles and nearly all
shotguns have a ‘shroud’ or other device that partly encloses the barrel to ‘prevent the hand from
being burned when fired’. This would also ban many replacement parts for not just semi-auto
weapons but non-semi auto weapons because they are interchangeable with ‘assault weapons’ as
defined in this bill.

There is also the problem of what is described as a ‘transfer’. If someone were to leave the state
with a firearm covered in this bill, even temporarily, such as for hunting, sport shooting, or



competition purposes then they would be in violation of the law. Those wishing to comply with
the law will now be forced to leave their weapons in the state, putting them at a higher risk of
being stolen by criminals even if properly secured. And this would also result in unsafe practices
on the other end and unnecessary expenses. A competition shooter living in Hawaii will now
need to find ways to store their high end and expensive weapons on the mainland where they will
not be able to check on them to see if they’ve been stolen. This increases the chance for
criminals, not just here in Hawaii, but on the mainland to steal firearms for their nefarious
purposes.

The ban on .50 Caliber firearms is attempting to solve a problem that does not exist. We do not
have gangs shooting at each other from long distances with .50 caliber rifles. The state has failed
to produce any evidence that there is a threat posed by such arms over the past five years the
measure has been introduced. It is irresponsible to maintain any attempt to ban a device whereby
there is no proven threat vector.

Of course this doesn’t even begin to mention that passage of SB3196 will do nothing to stop
criminals who want to acquire these weapons. Just recently, the entire island witnessed how a
convicted felon led HPD on a multiday manhunt and police chase through the island after
shooting his girlfriend. The chase alone put many lives at risk, not only directly from the
suspect’s actions but indirectly, including two individuals who were, for lack of a better word,
assaulted by police officers because one of them fit the description of the suspect. And this
chase ultimately ended with two police officers seriously shot and wounded, one of whom will
likely never fully recover from his injuries and his career in law enforcement is over. Who
knows what else could have happened if the suspect did not end his own life when he did.

As | mentioned, this criminal was a convicted felon out on parole and very recently had
numerous firearms charges pressed against him. Less than 6 months out of jail he got his hands
on a machine gun and high capacity pistol magazines, and numerous other guns already banned
by Hawaii law and some by Federal law. Rather than going right back to jail for his parole
violation he was released on bail, and went on to terrorize the people of Oahu.

Had existing laws (such as Temporary Restraining Orders) been properly enforced, this event
would have been mitigated since the individual would have been in prison rather than out on the
streets, somehow getting his hands on illegal weapons more easily than it would be for a law
abiding citizen to legally acquire firearms at around the same time.. This failure is a state and law
enforcement failure, not a failure of the private citizen.

This bill will do nothing to make Hawaii safer, and in a few instances will actually make Hawaii
less safe. The ones who would obey this law are not the ones who would cause problems. We



can barely enforce current laws and even then half the time when someone breaks a firearm law
they aren’t charged at all. We have children getting their hands on illegal firearms much more
easily than a law abiding adult would be able to get a legal firearm. | have friends at Waianae
High School who tell me that their security is more or less just for show now because they know
of multiple students who carry illegally acquired firearms on campus. They didn’t steal an
unsecured firearm from their parents, they went to a black market dealer, flashed cash, got a
Glock with a ‘stendo’ (high capacity magazine) and a ‘switch’ (illegal full auto conversion kit)
for under $1,000.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 4:56:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Derek Sato Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha Chair Wakai, Vice Chair Elefante, and members of the Committee,
| am writing to you in strong opposition of SB 3196.

As a 50+ year resident of the State of Hawaii, licensed professional engineer, and a victim of a
violent crime, | feel that I must speak out against SB3196 and the notion that the measures of this
bill will do anything to solve the ongoing issue of crime in our State. In reality all SB3196 will
do is penalize all law-abiding citizens through the infringement of our constitutional rights.

| strongly oppose all measures of SB3196. This bill proposes significant and unconstitutional
amendments to firearm regulations in our State of Hawaii.

None of the proposed measures will prevent any violent crimes, drug related crimes, or acts of
terrorism. It will fail to effectively address the underlying issues related to all violence in our
state. Public safety will not be achieved through the unjust emotion based sanctions against all
law-abiding citizens.

Public Safety can be achieved by taking the difficult steps to address mental health and making a
commitment to separating repeat criminal offenders from society. Mental Health is an unpopular
topic and measures to manage mental health will be challenged by groups that do not have to live
with the consequences. I’ve also learned through years of coaching sports that repetitive behavior
(right or wrong) gets reinforced through repetition. This means that those who commit crimes
without adequate repercussions will learn that the thrill and reward of the crime outweighed the
penalty, therefore making it a worthwhile endeavor to repeat. Others recognize this behavior and
the “snowball” effect starts to take place. This can be clearly observed in the rise of theft in the
San Francisco area.

The proposed restrictions of firearms would disproportionately impact law-abiding citizens who
use firearms for lawful purposes such as self-defense, hunting, recreational, and competitive
shooting sports. Law-abiding citizens should not be penalized for the actions of a few criminals.
By the definition of criminals, they do not follow laws.

My daughter was stabbed multiple times by a first offender who clearly had mental health issues.
No firearm restrictions would have stopped this. However, stronger mental health requirements
for those in need should be address. Had my daughters attacker been subject to mental health



treatment, my daughter would most likely been safe. Placing him at Saguaro is more than likely
just providing him with tools to become more violent. All we know is he is coming back. And he
said he won’t forget us. And Hawaii wants to restrict my right to defend myself over addressing
the true concerns of violence.

Illegal firearms used by criminals will enter the State regardless. How do | know? Aerial
fireworks are illegal, but every New Year’s Eve starting at 2350 hours, the entire population of
Oahu is witness to how much gets through. SB3196 will only penalize us law-abiding citizens
that legally acquire what we own.

There is insufficient evidence to support the efficacy of the proposed measures in reducing
violence. The UK has proven that firearm restrictions do not work. Criminals will continue
violent acts. Just with a different tool. Evidence-based solutions that are proven to effectively
address the underlying issues contributing to crimes is dealing with mental health, socio-
economic disparities, and allowance of repeat offenders to remain at-large. Criminals have no
limitations. Remember, they are criminals, they don’t follow laws. At all. Do not restrict my
rights, those of my family, and all law-abiding citizens for effective self defense.

Hawaii Bill SB3196 represents a misguided and overly restrictive approach to firearm regulation
that undermines the constitutional rights of all law-abiding citizens while failing to address the
root causes of violence in Hawaii. | urge you to reject this bill and instead focus on implementing
comprehensive evidence-based solutions that promote public safety without infringing on
individual liberties.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Sincerely,

Derek Sato



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 5:20:26 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Isaiah Acia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I do not approve of bill SB3196, it is unconstitutional and will not stop criminals from hurting
innocent people. Violent and unwell humans always find a way to do harm. this bill, if passed,
will take firearms out of the hands of law abiding citizens.

thank you



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 5:39:55 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael Gibson Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony

Comments:

| oppose bill sh3196. Taking law abiding citizens 2nd amendment away. Does not impact
criminals at all. If anything it makes it easier to be a criminal. Every law abiding citizen deserves
the right to keep and bear arms of any nature .




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 5:41:37 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Wyatt Gibson Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 5:48:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Katelyn vaughn Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose sh3196 On the basis of the second amendment. The right to bare arms is
necessary as a way of survival.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 5:50:27 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jacob kaninau Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am against having my 2nd Amendment rights taken away from me and many others. Please do
not take my right to have my firearms. You will be taking the way | put meat on my table and to
protect my family.



Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. | wish to voice my strong opposition to SB3196 for
several reasons | will briefly touch on below.

My take away from SB 3196 is it is a long, poorly written law that invites legal challenges and likely
violates the U.S. Bill of Rights; as it is full of arbitrary and many factual inconsistencies regarding features
that are legal under the National Firearms Act (NFA) today, such as barrel lengths, over-all length.
magazine capacities, special exceptions and exemptions, and irrelevant lists of specific makes and
models of weapons being redefined as “assault” in an apparent effort to circumvent current Public Law.
Additionally, this measure re-proposes initiatives that have failed over and over, despite support from
special interests and government representatives, due to massive public opposition and the wisdom of
the Legislature to represent the people of Hawaii based upon the groundswell of opposition. | believe
the Committee on Public Safety and Intergovernmental and Military Affairs erred by passing this
measure unanimously out of committee even though overwhelming, about nine to one, opposition by
law abiding citizens.

This measure seeks to redefine firearms not by their operational capability, but by specified cosmetic
features that do not inherently make them more lethal than other semi-automatic firearms. The authors
seek to create the definition of "assault weapons" as a legal construct rather than a technical one. For
instance, an “assault rifle” as defined by Merriam-Webster states, any of various intermediate-range,
magazine-fed military rifles (such as the AK-47) that can be set for automatic or semiautomatic fire', or by
The Encyclopedia Britannica which defines an assault rifle as a military firearm that is chambered for
ammunition of reduced size or propellant charge and that has the capacity to switch between
semiautomatic and fully automatic fire.™ (Italic added) All of these common use rifles targeted by this
measure lack the capability to utilize automatic fire. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives website as a succinct reference - Firearms Guide - Identification of Firearms Within the
Purview of the National Firearms Act' which describes and graphically depicts nationally regulates
assault rifles and the features that make them such under the NFA.

According to the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, rifles of any kind—which includes
“assault weapons," as defined in the measure, are used in a fraction of homicides nationwide, less than
3% (2.6%) which is significantly less than homicides committed with handguns; knives; or even hands,
fists, or feet. This data illustrates that the focus on semi-automatic rifles and their accessories does not
align with the actual instruments most frequently used in violent crimes. Thus, the restrictions
proposed in the measure are likely to impact and burden law abiding, responsible gunowners meanwhile
failing to deter criminal elements.

Magazine capacity restrictions appear reasonable assuming that limited magazine capacity can limit gun
violence, but in truth disproportionately impact law-abiding citizens, particularly those relying on
firearms for self-defense, and overlooks the realities of criminal behavior. In high stress situations
involving firearms accuracy diminishes under pressure studies show trained police officers have
approximately 27% hit ratio when utilizing their service weapons under duty (high stress) conditions;
thus two to three hits from ten rounds fired for a trained officer (HPD officers’ service weapons have
fifteen to seventeen round capacities meaning four to five hits). Most civilians will not approach this
level of accuracy duress. Thus, if a civilian cannot stop an attacker or attackers in the first magazine (2 to
3 successful hits), it is unlikely that they can affect a magazine change and continue to engage.
Therefore, limiting the magazine to ten rounds puts law abiding citizens at a disadvantage. Again, you
and | know criminals do not care about magazine bans so they will seek magazines with capacities
similar to the police or even larger. Why would you knowingly put one of your constituents at such a



disadvantage? Additionally, Hawaii currently has two lawsuits regarding large capacity magazines,
Abbott v. Lopez and National Association for Gun Rights v, Lopez, it would be prudent not to be passing
additional laws regarding the matter until these lawsuits are settled.

We know bans do not work, yet we continue to try to enact them, this is either the definition of insanity,
doing the same thing over and over and expecting different results; or motivated by personal or
ideological agendas which have no place in a representative body when the represented clearly oppose
the proposed action. The findings by the Department of Justice of the seminal 1994 National Assault
Weapons ban suggested that the ban may have contributed to a reduction in the gun murder rate and
murders of police officers by criminals armed with assault weapons, however the ban failed to reduce
the average number of victims per gun murder incident or multiple gunshot wound victims, and
indicated that the public safety benefits of the 1994 ban had not been demonstrated.” This one will be
different?

| do understand the importance of addressing concerns related to firearms, however the measure fails to
strike a balance between public safety and the fundamental rights of responsible gun owners. | believe
the intent behind SB3196 is commendable in its goal to reduce gun violence, SB3196 is written overly
broad to invite legal challenges, impact the local economy, and effectively punish law abiding citizens
while not effectively achieving its aim. There are many other approaches that effectively promote the
safety and wellness of Hawaii’s residents like a focus on the root causes of violence (gun and otherwise),
improving mental health, community safety, and secure economic futures which all can significantly and
effectively address the issues rather than broad restrictions on firearms. | thank you for your attention,
and urge you to oppose SB 3196.

Steven Takekoshi
Waipahu, Hawaii

"https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/assault%20rifle

i Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopedia. "assault rifle". Encyclopedia Britannica, 14 Dec. 2023,
https://www.britannica.com/technology/assault-rifle. Accessed 18 February 2024.

i https://www.atf.gov/firearms/firearms-guide-identification-firearms-within-purview-national-firearms-act

v Impact of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban: 1994-96, Research in Brief, NCJ) Number 173405, Author(s) J A Roth; CS
Koper, Date Published March 1999. https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/impacts-1994-assault-
weapons-ban-1994-96-research-brief



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 6:17:46 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Daniel Taylor Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

This is only another attempt to infringe on our second amendment rights. To say that this is for
the better of the community and will lower gun violence is a flat out lie. For examples, please see
every major city and state with the strictest gun laws. Every one of them have the highest gun
crime in the country. WHY?! Because bad people don't care about gun laws. What will make a
difference?! Stopping the "soft on crime" policies. | Daniel Taylor very much oppose of this Bill.

Thank you.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 6:24:03 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jonathan Deguilmo Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| oppose this to uphold my right to bear arms.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 6:47:13 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joe foglia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

| am writing in refusal of sb3196. As this goes against our rights as Americans. To think that the
spirit of aloha trumps our constitution is blasphemy. You think kamehameha united the islands
using aloha. Ha, yea right.

| am a father and husband who teaches my wife/children firearms safety and skills. This is a
fundemental in growing up. As | was thought when | was growing up by my father.

thank you for your time.
mahalo

joe f.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 7:10:10 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Harold alamar Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill because its unconstitutional.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 7:53:19 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Pamela guichet Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

i opposse all antigun laws ,i wish politicians try to solve the drug adiction epidemic in Hawaii.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:00:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
chris p pang Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To whom it may concern,

| oppose SB3196 because it threatens the ability for the good citizens to protect ourselves, our
families, and property. SB3196 also empowers the criminals, lets face it crime is very bad
nowadays and if two or three home invaders were to break into your home with your family
Trust me it won't be nice. I'm
asking you to throw SB3196 in the trash where it belongs. Gun owners are good citizens not

home what do you think they will do to your wife and kids.....
criminals, please don't treat the good citizens like criminals.
Thank you,

Chris Pang




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:19:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael A. Cobb Jr Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn?;t'mony
Comments:
SB 3196

Dear Senators,
Please do not pass these restrictions on firearms that the public owns.

These restrictions excessively burden the public who have a right to self-defense from
having access to their tools where ever they may face a dangerous confrontation. Why do
you feel it necessary to limit the public’s ability to defend themselves when the aggressors,
criminals, have no such limitations? Criminals can do anything but we the public have
limitations? Who are you protecting with these ordinances anyway?

Perhaps you should read the 2nd Amendment and the 14th Amendments before you
jump to the wrong conclusions regarding the rights of the People who you are violating.

Why spend the taxpayer’s time and money defending laws that are clearly against the U.S
Constitution or even passing these ordinances in the first place? Everyone has the right to
self-defense not just the criminals who break the laws and seem to have access to firearms
with few consequences. The police do not have the responsibility to ensure the safety of the
individual citizens and most of us can’t afford private armed guards. Most of us have a
difficult time affording our basic daily needs. What about the people who deal with
dangerous individuals every day at the bus stop? Who protects them? This proposal will
embolden the criminal element in our neighborhoods. They will know we can’t defend
ourselves and things will only get worse for the public. Do not limit our ability to transfer
our firearms to our children upon our passing, they have every right to our private

property.

Magazine limitations only put the defender at a disadvantage over their aggressors
who don’t need to reload after the 10th shot.

We must carry the most effective tool for self-defense that we can obtain with our limited
financial abilities. The current rules in place for the concealed carrying of a firearm are
very burdensome for the public. Each individual, tax payers who pay for everything,
deserve the ability to exercise the rights guaranteed by our creator and codified in the U.S.
Constitution. I don’t understand why you believe it necessary to turn our rights into



privileges with this proposal. You need to use the time and taxpayer money to help the
people of Lahaina rebuild, leave our rights alone.

The U.S Constitution, the Buren, and the Heller decisions are not suggestions nor are they
just for the other 49 states, they are the law of the land. These new regulations are not
about public safety, but about taking the power from the public and giving it to the
criminal element. Do not pass this bill. Each senator who votes in favor of this proposal
votes against our constitutional rights and should be held accountable. Do not change our
existing laws to make them more restrictive for the taxpaying people of Hawaii. Do not
pass this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:41:13 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Thomas K. Beck Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

I, Thomas K Beck, oppose SB3196. This bill severely undermines my constitutional right to
"keep and bear arms". Thereby, crippling my ability to defend myself, my loved ones, and
property from those with evil intent. | feel especially vulnerable and unsafe with the continuous
rise of violent crime in the State of Hawai'i.

| oppose this Bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 8:59:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David P. Alvarado Jr. Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

To whom it may concern,

Hello, my name is David Alvarado Jr., and | writing to you in order to convey my STRONG
OPPOSITION to bill SB3196. There are several reasons | will like all of you to consider as this
bill is being introduced/considered.

First I would like to highlight the UNCONSITUTIONAL nature of this bill. As an American, |
feel that my constitutional rights are being yet again violated in the most overt way, without
regard to the responsible, LAW ABIDING citizens, like myself and many others like me.

Secondly, I fail to see how this over-generalized bill will do anything to actually thwart the
criminal element, which | assume this bill is intended or should be intended to address. Instead a
bill like sb3196 will only vilify and single out the responsible citizens, which | might add already
follow one of the nation’s toughest/strictest gun laws already. You will in effect make thousands
upon thousands of law abiding citizens FELONS overnight. Please to not make me a criminal.

Lastly, but the most important reason to strike down this bill, is that it takes my ability to protect
my family. | am the frontline defense for my family. As the CRIMINALS get more brazen, this
bill will effectively cut me off at the knees, and inhibit my ability to keep my family safe. This
bill will make it easier for CRIMINALS to target people, because they will know, that the people
will not be able to defend themselves. Again, the 2nd amendment was intended to leave citizens
with the ability to defend themselves against unlawful violence. Instead my tougher penalties for
the criminals who are the ones actually breaking the law.

As public servants, | urge you to follow what the people want, which is what is already outlined
in the CONSITUTION which you swore an oath to UPHOLD.

Thank you for your time

David Alvarado Jr.






SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:06:48 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carol D. Yokoyama Individual Oppose ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha Committee,

Please support the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution by strongly OPPOSING
SB3196.

The Second Amendment is direct and clear in understanding. SB3196 infringes the right of the
people (all Americans) to keep and bear Arms. This bill hinders and destroys fundamental
individual rights. Regardless of the type and size of a pistol, rifle, magazine, ammunition,
attachments, barrels, etc., this bill violates ancillary rights because it hinders and infringes on the
right of the people to keep and bear Arms.

| believe there is a duty for our elected officials to support our Constitution. Please strongly
OPPOSE SB3196.

Mahalo Nui Loa for your time.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:12:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bradley Gantala Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony

Comments:

| oppose this bill. A magazine ban has been deemed unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. An
"assault weapon™ ban is also being challenged in the Supreme Court. By banning "assault
weapons” and limiting magazine capacity, you are violating a citizens right to keep and bear
arms and limiting a law abiding citizen from being able to effectively defend one's self. While
criminals don't follow laws and do as they please. Not to mention many of these criminals are
released and return to their criminal activities once more.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:12:43 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Ryota Takuma Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha Honorable Members of the Legislature,

As an immigrant who has moved to America long ago and becoming a strong law-abiding
citizen, 1 vehemently oppose and ask you to reject the proposed anti-gun bill SB3196. As an

a supporter of individual rights and the 2nd Amendment, | feel that the State's commitment to
enacting strong gun safety laws in this bill oversteps and infringes all law-abiding citizen's rights
of responsible gun ownership. Banning assault rifles, assault shotguns, assault pistols, certain
model/make of guns, .50 caliber rifles, and firearm attachments which also includes air
rifle/airsoft replica firearms and banning of transfership is all a costly and misguided law that
will impact all law abiding civilians, military families, and Law enforcement families.

Historically, Hawaii had an A- rating from Goffords Law Center without the additional enforcing
of the new anti-gun measures proposed in SB3196. This proves that it is not about enacting new
Gun Controls that helps Hawaii to be safer, but rather the Aloha State and its Law-Abiding Gun
owners of Hawaii can keep Hawaii safe without the additional measures proposed by SB3196.
Gun Safety starts with the Law-Abiding citizens, not the restrictions of the firearms or its
accessories. Hawaii has the lowest gun crime rates compared to any other states and that is due to
responsible gun ownership regardless of the characteristics of the firearm.

The people of Hawaii and its residents who are Law-abiding Gun owners uses thier firearms
responsibly for protection/self-defense, hunting, sport shooting, education, workplace and as
outlined in the 2nd Amendment as being part of the United States of America.

Proposing such overreaching, restrictive regulations, and penalizing Law-abiding firearm owners
with this bill will only hamper Law-abiding firearms owners from properly using firearms in a
safe manner due to the restrictions of the firearm type or reduced features or restrictive parts.
This new bill will never address the problem of solving the gun violence or gun crimes whereas
proper resources should be focused on mental health care, proper screening of criminals before
release, and better social services to keep career criminals from obtaining firearms.

SB3196 Bill's proposed Assault Weapon Ban of Rifles, Shotguns, Handguns/pistols is not well
thought out. It is a greatly flawed, arbitrary, and infringement of the 2nd Amendment. The list of
firearms in SB3196 of the make, and cosmetic features or attachments does not address the crime
and violence of Hawaii. It is not because of these so-called Assault Weapons, Assault Pistols,
Assault Shotguns, or Assault Rifles or the attachments is the root cause of the crime and



violence. It does not deter criminals from using any tool/weapon for thier crime. This bill not
only is worded to ban rifles, shotguns, pistols and attachments of certain features but it bans
many commonly owned firearms to the point there is almost no particular firearm that meets the
criterias outlined in SB3196. The bill also describes of firearms or pistols that has a full-
automatic variant is banned which will ban the Glock handgun for example that is commonly
carried by many. This bill only targets the Law-abiding citizens, its Military Families, and Law
Enforcement families from having the proper tools to self-defend, hunting, sport shooting, safety
education, workplace requirement (such as guards/armored car) and to follow the 2nd
Amendment. The Second Amendment of the United States Constitution reads: "A well
regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed."

In regards to the proposed restrictions on magazine capacity, gun length, no-pistol grip on
rifles/shotguns, these are impractical and ineffective ways to adderess gun safety. Criminals
intent on causing harm will not be deterred by arbitrary restrictions placed on firearms. Instead,
such restrictions only hinder the ability of law-abiding citizens to defend themselves effectively
or in the purpose outlined in the 2nd Amendment. Many firearm magazines are ubiquitous in
that they can be shared across other platforms from rifles to pistols/or handguns in which
banning such firearms does not solve gun crime either. The bill's statement of firearms
transfership to and from the State of Hawaii with these limitations is unnecessary burdens on the
law-abiding gun owners, military personals and law enforcements/Federal/Government
employees in the event they need to pass thier firearms to thier family who is non-LE or
Military. The safety of Hawaii's citizen in achieving and promoting Public Safety is not found in
this bill. 1t is a bill that does not preserve the rights of all Law-abiding citizens. The resources
and efforts instead should be refocused for community health programs, Police Departments job
opportunities, social worker programs to manage more homeless rehabilitation efforts, prison
expansion, revamping of catch and release laws for career criminals, mental illness/ward
expansion of services, tighter enforcement of airport security for screening criminals entering
Hawaii and improvements to removing illegal drugs from Hawaii which is the root cause of most
violent crimes. Drugs entering into Hawaii is the reason for many homeless people who are
mentally unstable, dangerous, gangs, and career criminals that is making Hawaii unsafe. More
effort must be done to our drug enforcement programs as well as the above mentioned

issues. Hawaii is among the safest state in terms of gun violence because we are responsible
with the firearms that is in our current possesion with the current gun laws.l with the placed
toughest laws in acquiring a firearm with background checks. Hawaii is safe for tourists to visit
compared to many other states and tourists themselves come to Hawaii to also enjoy sports
shooting that is in a safe environment like Hawaii. We pride ourselves as local residents of
Hawaii to be given the right to own firearms and to be responsible for it. We can be the very
example to other states to demonstrate safe firearm ownership without any additional bills to
limit our right to own firearms and limitations to the type of firearms that can be owned.

As a longtime citizen of Hawaii who immigrated from Japan, | humbly ask to refocuse the
efforts in making Hawaii safer for all of our residents and visitors on creating better policies such
as addressing enhanced mental health care, proper handling of criminals off of our streets,
stricter drug enforcements, strictor enforcement of people driving under the influence of
drugs/alcohol, finding red flags of unstable individuals, frequent screening of terrorists who enter



Hawaii, and better screening of visitors at airports with criminal history to prevent them from
entering Hawaii. Policies must be made to focus on the actual root cause of gun violence, instead
of imposing restrictive regulations that does nothing to curb gun violence. It is the responsibility
of our Law Enforcement to apprehend criminals to prevent gun violence, not restricting Law-
abiding citizens over a firearm type or feature. Criminals will use any weapon regardless of the
restricted form or feature as described in SB3196, it does not prevent gun violence nor make a
State any safer. A law-abiding citizen being penalized for owning any of the firearms as outlined
in SB3196 and its new changes is once again an infringement on our 2nd Amendment rights. In
closing, | ask with deep respect to please reject and retract this unlawful anti-gun bill. We as
law-abiding gun owning citizens can have the responsibility to keep Hawaii safe for everyone. It
is our right to do so as stated in the 2nd Amendment. We have the right to keep and bear arms in
which shall not be infringed.

Mahalo for taking the time to read my testimony.

Sincerely,
Ryota Takuma



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:15:38 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kapeka Estrella Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/tlmony
Comments:
My name is Kapeka Estrella and I live on the island of Kauai. I strongly oppose this bill. I live

and work on a church property, and as you know, we are a target for many terrorist attacks. So
the threat to our lives is very real and very possible as we see in the news quite often. And as the
second amendment, clearly states, we have the right to bear arms and to protect our lives. This
bill is trying to take that away. You are asking law abiding citizens to do some thing that
criminals and terrorists will not. Please consider the safety of your law abiding citizens and the
constitution in your decision.

sincerely, Kapeka



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:19:46 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jon Abbott Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Here we go again. Another year, another attempt to use the legislature to deny people their
rights to self defense, their property, and freedom of movement.

I OPPOSE SB3196. This bill is in complete defiance of the US Constitiution, the Hawai‘i State
Constitution, and the US Supreme Court decisions in Bruen (2022) and Heller (2008). Every
time this bill or its ilk is submitted the excuse is the same - to increase public safety. This will do
nothing to promote public safety. Instead, it is a flacid attempt to deny citizens the right to
defend themselves with the most effective tools -semi auto rifles, shotguns, and pistols, and
standard capacity rifle magazines (over 10 rounds). All of these arms are in common use and
number in the hundreds of thousands here in Hawai‘i alone. Even the most recent ruling by the
Hawai‘i Supreme Court underscored the utility of AR15s (and Semi auto rifles like it ) in the
defense of home and hearth - the property owner who confronted the tresspassers to his propety
used an AR15 to corral the intruders until MPD was able to arrive.

| doubt that most of those on this committee will bother to read the testimony of people like
myself- who believe in individual liberty and natural rights. To these Oath Breakers, | say shame
on you. You are on the losing side of history. Our rights are not up to a vote, for the very core of
our form of democracy prevents a majority from stepping on the rights of any political minority.

For over a decade, | have provided similar testimony on similar attempts to illegally take my
guns away. Honestly it saddens me that so many legislators cannot see what they are doing is
immoral and against their oaths to uphold the state and federal constitutiions. Despite any
evidence to the contrary, several of you on this committee somehow still blame us legal and
lawful gun owners for all the violent crime unleashed in this state instead of going after the
judiciary who has let repeat offenders go time and time again. Going after us lawful gun owners
is an act of cowardice, and only shows the lack of grit and honesty on the part of law makers to
address the real causes of increasing violent crime here in the Aloha State. The Spirit of Aloha is
alive and well, and it does not support the infringement of citizens' rights -rather it compels the
government of the State of Hawai‘i to reify and enforce the rights of its lawful citizens. This
includes their right to defend themselves with arms the citizen deems appropriate.

Not only will this bill ban all semi auto rifles and shotguns - it will ban all semi auto pistols and
accesories- decimating all local gun stores and online sales. This will also encompass airsoft

companies, hunting and fishing stores - decimating a large swatth of small businesses that serve
the hunting, shooting, fishing and airsoft communities. If the members of this committee would



do their due diligence, they would find NONE of these stores contribute to violent crime and
infact are the resources depended upon by citizens, including police - to train and equip
themselves against criminals.We are the best defense against crime.

Lastly, many of us in the gun community spend thousands of dollars each year seeking to further
our training in the safe and effective use of firearms. This bill would prohibit us from traveling
to other states to engage in this training by prohibiting the return to Hawai‘i with our Semi-Auto
rifles, shotguns, and pistols. How can this state be called anything other than a Banana Republic
if it prohibits its most law abiding from traveling freely witth their property?

| urge members of this committee to vote no on this most aggregious bill - your sacred honor and
oath of office are depending on it.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:26:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jonathan Acosta Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this legislation which | feel will substantially affect my Constitutional right to
bear arms. This Unconstitutional bill arbitrarily seeks to ban the vast majority of firearms
commonly used by law abiding citizens. Criminals will still be able to gain access to firerms
through various other means, the easiest and most common is bringing in firearms from outside
the State. How will I be able to protect myself and my family if the vast majority of firearms
used for self protection are illegal? Basically this bill will serve to disarm us. The criminal
element will not comply and give up their firearms.

The bill also seeks to ban various firearms accessories, which is absolutely ludicrous. How will
a flashlight or a scope make a firearm more "dangerous"? Or a handgun that will be illegal
because it's over 12" long, weighs more than 50 ounces and used in internationally recognized
shooting sports? The message is clear and is that this Unconsitutional bill basically seeks to
disarm people. Hlstory clearly shows us what happens when government disarms its

citizens. Hitler, Stalin, and Mao are just three examples of people who enacted gun bans and
then proceeded to commit atrocities.

There are lots of laws already in effect which are not being enforced due to our State's soft-on-
crime approach. The State doesn't need stricter laws, instead needs to actually put people in jail
who break laws to make this place safer. If you look at people who commit crimes of violence
such as Assault, Terroristic Threatening or Robbery, the vast majority have committed various
property crimes and done little or no jail time for those offenses. Lock those people up instead
of coddling them and violent crime should correspondingly drop.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:35:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Scott Kesaji Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| respectfully oppose this bill as it is an excessive and broad over reach into the rights of law
abiding citizens.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:39:40 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
808 2A Aina Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

First and foremost, the proposed bill threatens the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Second
Amendment of the United States Constitution. The right to bear arms is a cornerstone of our
democracy, essential for self-defense, hunting, and safeguarding against tyranny. Any attempt to
restrict law-abiding citizens' access to firearms undermines this constitutional right.

Furthermore, the definitions used in the bill to classify certain firearms as "assault weapons" are
overly broad and lack clarity. This ambiguity could lead to the unintended consequences of
penalizing responsible gun owners who use firearms for legitimate purposes such as sport
shooting or hunting. Banning firearms based on cosmetic features or arbitrary criteria does little
to enhance public safety and only serves to infringe upon the rights of law-abiding citizens.

Additionally, there are significant concerns regarding the efficacy of bans on specific types of
firearms in reducing crime. History has shown us that such measures often fail to address the
root causes of violence and disproportionately burden law-abiding citizens without deterring
criminals who obtain firearms through illegal means.

Enforcing the proposed bans would pose significant challenges for law enforcement agencies and
strain already limited resources. Prohibiting the sale or transfer of certain firearms would create a
black market, driving lawful commerce underground and making it more difficult to track
firearms in circulation.

Instead of pursuing restrictive measures that target law-abiding citizens, | urge policymakers to
focus on evidence-based solutions to address the complex issue of gun violence. This includes
strengthening mental health services, improving background check systems, and targeting illegal
firearms trafficking through enhanced enforcement efforts.

In conclusion, I respectfully urge you to oppose Bill 3196 and consider alternative approaches
that respect our constitutional rights while effectively addressing the underlying factors
contributing to gun violence.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:47:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Raynel Leo Espiritu Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

Honorable members of the Hawaii Legislature,

| strongly oppose SB3196.

| am a father of 2 beautiful children and husband. | have never been arrested nor commited a
crime. No bad record or any such. Please don't make me a criminal by passing this bill. We all
know that this bill has nothing good to do with fellow law abiding citizens. Career criminals will
always be a criminal, they do not follow the law. This bill will take away the security of my
family and friends. Most gun related tragedies are commited by people that don't follow the

law. If this bill passes, it will only make citizens distrust the government. | conclude that we
should focus on criminals and not firearms or as ignorant people call it, assault rifles and pistols.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Leo Espiritu



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:52:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joe Lee Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

To the Honorable Members of the Hawaii Legislature,

| strongly oppose SB3196. This bill, in its current form, is unconstitutional and represents a
substantial infringement on the rights protected by the Second Amendment of the United States
Constitution. It violates the decisions of the SCOTUS in the cases of Heller (2008) and Bruen
(2022).

SB 3196 proposes bans and restrictions on a broad range of firearms and accessories, many of
which are commonly used for lawful purposes, including self-defense, hunting, and recreational
shooting. The bill’s expansive definitions and prohibitions on widely owned firearms directly
conflict with the principles outlined in the aforementioned rulings.

It will not help to lower gun violence in my opinion, but this bill will criminalize current legal
firearms owners.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:53:36 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shannon L R Schmeling Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

Dear Senators,

My name is Shannon Schmeling. | have resided on Kauai for the past 32 years. | oppose the
proposed legislation outlined in SB3196. | ask that you not even consider this outrageous attack
on our Second Amendment rights and vote down this proposed legislation. Thank you for your

time.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 9:59:34 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephen Yuen Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
| oppose SB3196.

Here are the reasons for my objection.

One of the foundational principles of the United States is the Second Amendment, which
guarantees the right of citizens to bear arms. Blanket bans on semiautomatic rifles/shotguns, or
what you call “assualt rifles and assualt shotguns” and high-capacity magazines will infringe
upon this constitutional right. The Second Amendment emphasizes the importance of preserving
individual liberties and the ability to protect oneself, family, and property.

Semiautomatic rifles/shotguns and high-capacity, which is really standard capacity magazines
can provide individuals with effective means of self-defense in certain situations. In scenarios
with multiple attackers, these firearms will allow myself and others to respond adequately to
ensure our safety. Restricting access to such tools will limit our ability to defend ourselves and
our families effectively. We may not have the luxury of waiting minutes for police to arrive
when armed attackers are kicking down our front door.

Many gun owners, such as myself, use semiautomatic rifles for various sporting and recreational
activities, such as competitive shooting, hunting, and target practice. Banning these firearms
could hinder law-abiding citizens' ability to engage in legitimate and well-regulated activities
that contribute to the rich cultural heritage of firearm ownership.

Rather than focusing solely on the firearms themselves, addressing the root causes of violence is
a more effective approach to enhancing public safety. Factors such as mental health issues,
socioeconomic disparities, and inadequate law enforcement resources should be prioritized to
prevent acts of violence, rather than placing undue restrictions on law-abiding citizens.

Bans on semiautomatic rifles/shotguns and high-capacity magazines will not effectively address
the core issues of gun violence. Criminals often obtain firearms illegally, rendering restrictions
on legal gun ownership meaningless and puts us in danger. Instead, of trying to pass these
unconstitutional bills, would it not be better to increase mental health support, enforce existing
laws and actually hold those that commit criminal acts accountable. | see too many instances of
multiple repeat offenders being allowed back on the streets. This only emboldens their behavior.
Ex. Sebastian Mahkwan who threw acid on a woman at Ala Moana. He was arrested 55 times



prior to this incident. Why wait until something terrible happens such as this before passing
harsher penalties?

While concerns about public safety are paramount, an outright ban on semiautomatic
rifles/shotguns and magazines holding more than 10 rounds is not an effective solution. We
should focus on responsible ownership, i.e advocate for, but not requiring, firearms training and
basic safe handling of firearms. We should also be teaching children about gun safety and
respecting firearms, not fearing them. Societal issues should also be addressed so that individuals
do not need to feel that criminal activities are their only option to survive. All of this can create a
safer environment without compromising constitutional freedoms.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:12:52 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shawn Billena Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Hello, I'm submitting a testimony to oppose SB3196. | believe this bill is unconstitutional.
Banning certain firearms of any sort is wrong. | don't own a firearm yet but this bill also affects
my hobby known as airsoft. My hobby is similar to paintball but we use rreplica firearms instead
of paint markers. Our community will be affected by this bill on which a lot of business will

have to shut down and we would be ban to play our game. Infringing on our rights is wrong, this
state already has so many gun laws it's hard for your law abiding citizens to obtain a firearm. If
the reason for this bill is to combat gun violence in the state of Hawaii, it won't stop the criminals
to obtain firearms. Most gun violent cases criminals use guns that are on the black market. I don't
want this bill to pass because it really affects my hobby and | won't be able to own a gun that |
want to protect my family with. Please reconsider with this bill a lot of citizens don't want this.
Please don't push your agenda’s on your constituents, you guys are public servants. Please listen
to our testimonies to oppose this bill. Thank you.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:29:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jon Fia Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| OPPOSE this bill. This bill has ambiguous wording and makes law abiding gun owners
criminals and does nothing to address criminals. In addition bills with similar wording in other
states has already been found in by US Supreme Court as unconstitutional. So this is just a big
waste of time.

thanks for your time and consideration.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 10:51:27 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Quentin Kealoha Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/tlmony
Comments:
Members of the JDC,

| am writing in STRONG OPPOSITION to SB3196.

The initial hearing for this bill in the PSM committee, in which the chairman of the JDC, Karl
Rhodes, spent most of the hearing looking at his phone and not listening to the testimonies of the
citizens, goes to show that the voices of The People of Hawai‘i are clearly being ignored by the
drafters and supporters of this bill. The results of the PSM hearing, of which the overwhelming
majority of testimonies clearly indicated strong opposition to this bill, clearly indicates that The
People not only do not see this bill as beneficial to our populace, but that it will result in more
negative after effects with regards to our safety and way of life. As many have previously stated
and likely will state in forthcoming testimonies, this bill is a clear violation of our constitutional
right to bear arms, which many legislators apparently do not understand is the most essential
factor in the preservation and protection of our free state and the rights of The People, from
enemies both foreign and domestic, that seek to strip us of our ability to defend ourselves, our
communities our nation and individual rights, while also ensuring unnecessary overeach and
infringement upon the populace is cannot meet resistance. It has become apparent that the
drafters and supporters of this bill do not have public safety and/or the common good at heart,
given their constant referral to the weapons they propose banning as "weapons of war," yet
openly excuse entities and organizations from possessing those same "weapons of war"; the
same entities that have, over recent years, increasingly acted in enforcing unethical and
unconstitutional policies and orders at the behest of this government to infringe upon and violate
the freedoms, liberties and rights of The People. It is now clear that this bill, and others like it,
serves the purpose of disarming the populace in tyrranical fashion, in order to empower the
government so as to subserviate the people to its whim, something that the founders of our nation
ademently warned us about.

Along with being antagonistic towards and a direct violation of a clearly defined constitutional
right, specifically the 2nd amendment of the Constitutions of the State of Hawai‘i and the United
States of America, this bill continues to serve as another example of legislators direct violating
their oaths of office, as covered in HRS §12-7, which states thatwhen elected, they will support
and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America, and the Constitution and
laws of the State of Hawaii, and will bear true faith and allegiance to the same. It is interesting



that the same individuals who support this bill are also those who cherry pick aspects of the State
and Federal constitutions to suit their purposes.

Members of the JDC | again express strong opposition to SB3196, as this is a direct attack on
the rights of The People and in support of overempowering an already corrupt state government.
Support of this bill means you are willing to not only violate the constutions of our State and
Nation, but that you are not truly in service to The People, but rather in service those whom wish
to subjugate us and destroy the fabric of our society. It is my hope that, with the execption of
Karl Rhoads (who has already made up his decision to vote yes), the remaining members of the
JDC remember their oaths of office and the purpose of their position in protecting the rights and
freedoms of The People by opposing this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/18/2024 11:23:23 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
L. Miles Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Oppose:

| am a constituent of Senator Joy San Buenaventura.
| am resubmitting my testimony and affirming that I still oppose this bill.

While 1 am not a gun fan, | oppose this bill as it is unconstitutional, and | see it as another
attempt to infringe and chip away at American citizen’s rights under the 2nd Amendment. The
2nd Amendment exists for a reason, and it does not contain conditions and limits on types,
features, characteristics, measurements, amounts, styles, capacities, etc.

In addition to our Constitutional right to protect ourselves from a tyrannical government, we
have the right, and need to be able to protect ourselves from enemies, foreign and domestic.

In a perfect world we would not need guns to defend ourselves. However, we do not live in a
perfect world. There is a reason why Americans have the right to keep and bear arms and there
are reasons why they would need to utilize that right.

With the rise in crime since our public servants who seem to have forgotten their oaths to uphold
the United States Constitution have decided that it would be good for society to be lenient on
criminals, defund police, let convicted criminals out of prison, do away with bail and not
prosecute crimes, defund mental health services, release those with mental health issues into
society, and allow open borders, citizens need to be able to defend themselves.

Since the unthinkable happened with Russia invading Ukraine and Hamas invading Israel, we
have realized the importance of being able to defend ourselves against foreign invaders and
terrorists as well.

Perhaps Ukraine would not have been invaded if their citizens were well armed. Perhaps Israelis
would not have been viciously attacked and slaughtered if they were equally as armed as the
terrorists.

Prior to these invasions, it was almost inconceivable that Americans would have to be faced with
such situations. Now both Ukraine and Israel are at war, and we can see the need for citizens to




be able to protect themselves. Police and the military cannot be everywhere at once and cannot
be there in advance of an invasion or attack.

With rising political tensions, crime, and terrorists and gang members being allowed to enter this
country illegally, it is not unconceivable to think there may be those with bad intentions in our
country or our very state and you are working hard to make it impossible to defend ourselves.

Invaders from other countries, terrorists, and criminals are not going to be stopped by “The
Aloha Spirit.”

Banning guns or simply calling an area a “sensitive space” does not instantly make us safe. I
work in a “No Weapons Allowed” space and have had persons with mental issues barge into our
offices, threaten employees, and sometimes have been armed. There is no one making sure
everyone obeys the “sensitive space” rules. Deeming a place a “sensitive place” or banning guns
just makes targets out of the law-abiding citizens as the criminals know they cannot defend
themselves.

Only law-abiding citizens obey laws. Criminals that already have guns will not be turning in
their guns or banned magazines. Criminals will find the means and method to carry out their
crimes, regardless of whatever laws Hawaii implements. Further restrictions on responsible gun
owners only makes felons out of law-abiding citizens, further jeopardizes people’s safety and
their Constitutional Right to bear arms and defend themselves, and empowers criminals, who do
not abide by the laws to begin with.

Further, the determination of which type of firearm or how much ammunition is needed to
defend oneself or our families should be up to the legal gun owner, not a legislator. You will not
be there if our home should be invaded, our country invaded, or some other assault on ourselves
or our families should occur.

Why are you trying so hard to limit legally owned firearms by law-abiding citizens instead of
prosecuting actual criminals and incarcerating or deporting them and expanding mental health
services?

Why should Americans be more and more limited in their ability to defend themselves when
they have that right under the United States Constitution which includes the state of Hawaii?

What fate are you subjecting Americans to if we should be invaded by another country or
attacked by terrorists and we have no means of self-defense?

We should be enforcing existing gun laws and have serious consequences for committing crimes.
We need to stop ignoring warning signs of people who were ‘known to law enforcement” and
intervene before they can carry out their crimes, and increase mental health services before
adding more gun laws.

It is imperative that law-abiding Americans may exercise their rights under the 2nd Amendment
as they deem necessary, therefore I oppose any bill that limits legal gun owner’s Constitutional



or civil rights or that limits the ability of a legal gun owner to defend themselves or their families
and ask you to vote “NO” on this bill.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 12:16:37 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
J. Miles Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Oppose.

It infringes on my 2nd Amendment right which the state does not have a right to infringe on.
Please vote "No™ on this law.

Thank you.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:23:45 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Fred Delosantos Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

SB3196 will do absolutely nothing in the prevention of crime, not even gun crime. 50 caliber
guns have never been used in crimes simply because they are big, heavy, very expensive, and
unwieldy. Additionally, the bullets for 50 caliber guns usually cost about 10 times more than
what normal gun ammo costs, and since it's such a small niche category, 50 caliber bullets are
hard to find here in Hawaii, you're not going to see criminals stocking up on 50 caliber ammo,
ever. This bill just doesn't make sense, none at all. Not even "common sense”. However, this
bill will discriminate unfairly against the many Hawaii firearms enthusiasts who do shoot 50
caliber guns for hunting, sport, and just plain old shooting fun at the range.

The Bill as written would also ban every part for firearms repair or upgrade. Many firearms
owners in Hawaii are competitive shooters and purchase parts for their firearms for competition
use. Hunters would not be able to acquire replacement parts for their rifles. By banning these
parts, they will be unable to repair or upgrade their legally possessed firearms. Parts affected by
this ban would be, but are not inclusive of; bolts, upper receivers, slides, barrels, extractors,
ejectors, trigger shoes, firing pins, sights, springs and so forth.

Also, by making it illegal to purchase these parts, local firearms shops would lose the largest part
of their business, which is accessory sales. This would result in lost tax revenue from lost sales
and higher unemployment as shops lay off employees or cut their hours to account for the
shortages in income.

To pass this bill does nothing but place more burdensome restrictions on law abiding citizens
who are simply pursuing a hobby of craftsmanship, and a passion for creating something
mechanically functional from scratch, which is rapidly becoming a dying art and talent here in
Hawaii. Kids nowadays are more content to sit in front of the TV and play video games, than
creating something with tools and their own hands in a shop.

This bill would continue to punish law abiding citizens of the State of Hawaii and infringe upon
their right to defend themselves in a manner which they deem acceptable. It would severely
impact their ability while at home in the unfortunate event of a home invasion. It’s the middle of
the night and someone breaks in with the intent to cause physical harm. The bad actors have
firearms obtained illegally and are a threat to you and your family, but you are limited to only 10
rounds in a magazine and have no way to carry extra magazines in your pajamas and you are
calling 911 with your cellphone in your other hand. What do you do? It has been proven on
many different occasions that standard capacity magazines made the difference between life and



death for the law abiding citizen. Judge Roger Benitez from California declared magazine bans
unconstitutional in his 2019 ruling. He ruled that magazines holding more than 10 rounds are
"arms" under the U.S. Constitution, and that the... ... law "burdens the core of the Second
Amendment by criminalizing the acquisition and possession of these magazines that are
commonly held by law-abiding citizens for defense of self, home, and state."”

Magazines that have capacities larger than 10 rounds were designed that way by the
manufacturer for an explicit reason; to give the user the ability to defend oneself against bad
actors with equality. To deviate from that would be redesigning the firearm from its initial and
desired design. The Glock 17, which is the standard issue firearm for the Honolulu Police
department, has a designed standard capacity of 17 rounds. The Colt AR-15 is the standard issue
rifle of HPD, which is designed for use with 30 round capacity magazines. Is the intent of the
statute to create two distinct classes of people in Hawaii? Is the safety of the Law Enforcement
Officer more important than the safety of the law abiding citizen? That is what this statute is
making.

Banning magazines with capacities of more than 10 rounds does nothing to address the real
issues of crime in Hawaii and is only trying to fix a problem that doesn’t exist. Banning larger-
capacity ammunition magazines won’t reduce the number of shootings, and is as daft a notion as
banning all personal vehicles in the state in order to reduce DUI deaths.

| urge you to oppose this measure and to work to repeal the current nonsense law of pistol
magazine restrictions for the safety and welfare of Hawaii residents. Instead of focusing your
attention of the gun or the ammo, perhaps your focus should be on the bad guy using the

gun. This bill will penalize the lawful for the misdeeds of the unlawful.

Please concentrate your focus instead on effective legislation, such as keeping repeat offenders
behind bars. Hawaii's "catch-and-release" justice system is a farce.

Please do not support SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:04:54 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Christopher K Onzuka Individual Oppose ertteno'[]?;tlmony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill and any bill that restricts the ability of law abiding citizens to
purchase, sell, transfer and use firearms. The second amendment preserves the right to own
firearms, yet some lawmankers believe that to counter law breaking citizens that the answer is
the further restrict the ability of those abiding by the laws instead of enacting and enforcing
exisiting laws on those who break the laws. | have see nothing but my personal rights being
violated, with obstructions and inconveniences obtaining permits to acquire firearms, extended
delays of lengthy background checks, which has caused many lives already and the
inconvenience of going back a second time, waiting in long lines to register and pick up your
firearm. The restriction of what kind of firearm that | am allowed to own and now | have to take
a safety course every time | purchase another firearm? | have been a firearms owner for 30 years
without one infraction of the law and yet | am being treated like a criminal. How about punishing
those who break the law and allowing those following the laws to get back the freedoms
protected by and provided by our constitution? Please punish the criminals and stop punishing
law abiding citizens. Do NOT pass this bill and start repealing these over reaching laws that
treat us like the criminals that you should be puting in prison.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 7:48:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Byon Nakasone Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony

Comments:

Aloha,

| respectively oppose SB3196 for the following reasons:

It violates my Constitutional rights to bear arms.

| am a law-abiding citizen with NO criminal record.
Criminals violate laws NOT law-abiding citizens.
Criminals use stolen or black market firearms not legal registered firearms.

Firearms are inanimate object such as a car, bat, knives, spoon, pen, etc.

SB3196 will NOT reduce gun violence, stiffer laws against violators and more focus on

black market firearms.

You cannot legislate morals.

Bottomline, | will NOT vote for any Legislator who supports this bill!!!!

Mabhalo,




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 7:50:41 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Charles Mckee Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

As an hawaiian and American citizen , | respectfully oppose Bill SB 3196. This proposed bill is a
direct infringement on our 2nd amendment right with no clear purpose other than take away
more rights from the people on this island.

This bill is not only unfair, but unlawful to any law abiding citizens trying to protect their
family, property, and self. This is one step closer to taking away our freedoms as an American
citizen and undermines the principles which our country was founded.

By manipulating the nomenclature of what guns are legal and proposing the magazine
ban, will turn almost all gun owners into felons. This bill not only punishes gun owning citizens,
but also the community that rely on firearms for protection. This bill has the potential to ruin the
livelihood of familes and individuals by simply classifying their firearms as an "assualt
weapon".

Our state has bigger probelms than regulating what kind of firearm its citizens can own. This
will have no effect on lowering crime with the higher probability of the wrong people being able
to capitalize on this bill and sell weapons and parts illegally.

Our rights are already being ifringed upon when it comes to purchasing firearms in this state, and
a total ban on so called "assault weapons" is just the start of an abuse of power and total control
over the people of Hawaii.

Hawaii is a state of the union which must adhere the US constitution.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 8:51:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Cindy R Ajimine Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'ﬁ;nmony
Comments:

OPPOSE with request to defer this session until it can be
properly written with both sides of the issues at the table.

Instead, please focus on creating laws that strengthen the
consequences & rehabilitation of illegal carriers, violent
criminals, education in the use of firearms, etc.

As written:

1. Does not align with nor protect our US Constitution’s
2nd amendment right of the people to keep and bear
arms thus opening our state and people to litigation.

2. Definitions are not clear for multiple items including
barrel & overall lengths, magazine capacities, special
exceptions and exemptions, & other.

3. Includes irrelevant lists of specific makes and models of
weapons being classified as “assault.”

4. Addresses items that already have governing laws,
information is conflicting & again may open our state &
people to litigation.

5. Erroneously addresses standard pieces of safety
equipment & stock design that includes sporting &
hunting guns.




6. Inadvertently targets & puts at risk your law-abiding
citizens.
7. Will put more businesses out of business.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 9:08:45 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Howard Murai Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am a legal gun owner and am opposed to SB3196 as it does nothing to deal with those who
most often are perpetrators of gun violence: criminals, the mentally ill and terrorists. Those
individuals will not comply with any laws that prohibit or restrict ownership or posession of
firearms. These types of laws have the actual effect of only punishing legal gun owners. Lets
look at requiring enforcement of existing laws involving the use of firearms in any criminal act,
establishing mandatory minimum sentences for these types of offenses; providing for effective
screening and involuntary short term commitment for testing and diagnosis of persons that are
emotionally disturbed or mentally ill; and increased surveillance and short term detention of
persons suspected of engaging in potential terrorist activities.

Respectfully Submitted,

Howard Murai



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 9:35:10 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shepard Shill Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this Bill. This Bill is an infringement on are rights and will not do anything to
change gun violence.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 9:36:05 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brandon Santiago Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

I, Brandon Santiago, oppose bill, SB3196. This bill is an infringement on our rights, as cited in
the second amendment, of our United States constitution, and as cited in article one, section
seventeen, of the Hawai‘i state constitution, and is therefore, unconstitutional.

Bill SB3196, will do nothing to stop bad people from committing crimes, and will turn law
abiding citizens, into criminals, almost over night. SB3196, like many of the other gun control
laws, is a solution for a problem that does not exist. SB3196, is designed to disarm law abiding
citizens, and not punish the criminal element. Criminals don't follow the law, while people who
follow the law, get their rights chipped away.

Semiautomatic firearms are not as aforementioned, "assault weapons." Semiautomatic firearms,
require the shooter manually actuate the trigger, in order to discharge each shot. Most modern
firearms in use, that are available to the civilian market, are semiautomatic. Semiautomatic
firearms, are most commonly used for self defense, sports shooting and hunting. Placing a ban on
semiautomatic firearms, will only disarm the law abiding citizen, both present and future.

SB3196 does nothing for firearm safety and awareness. SB3196, places a ban on specific parts
of firearms, of which are designed to allow the shooter to have more control over the firearm,
and to protect the shooter from burns and auditory harm. SB3196 promotes poor firearms
handling, and have disguised safe firearms handling features, as something that makes firearms
more lethal. Any and all features, that can improve upon the control, handling and accuracy of
any firearm, only makes the firearm safer to use.

SB3196, also bans the use of standard capacity box magazines used in most modern rifles and
shotguns. In any lawful situation, where having more ammunition is needed, whether it be sports,
hunting or self defense, the use of standard capacity box magazines allow the shooter to be the
most efficient with their firearm. In regards to SB3196, lowering the capacity of modern box
magazines, to ten rounds, per magazine, is a solution for a problem that does not exist, and only
incriminate the law abiding citizen.

SB3196, also bans semiautomatic firearms, by make, model and manufacturer. This part of the
bill is an outright infringement of our rights, as firearm owners, and will hurt the livelihood of
retailers, who lawfully sell firearms for a living. Federal Firearms Licensees, are the unsung
heroes, that keep our second amendment history and knowledge alive, and are of the most
respected people of the second amendment community, military and law enforcement. SB3196,
is designed to hurt small businesses and destroy parts of what's left of our already fragile
economy.

Firearms, are mechanical devices, that thru use, over time, will require service and
maintenance. SB3196, however, is designed to make these services, inconvenient, by banning
the required parts, needed to keep firearms safely operational. By not allowing access to the parts



needed to maintain modern firearms, SB3196 will eventually disarm the law abiding populace.

SB3196 is also designed to ban .50 caliber rifles. Not only is this an infringement on our rights
to keep and bear arms, but this part of the bill opens the door for language to ban other types of
firearms, based on the type of ammunition they use. Some shotgun have bores that are close to
fifty caliber and even paint ball guns have bores, that are fifty caliber. This part of the bill, is also
a solution to a problem that does not exist, and is therefore, unconstitutional.

Firearms are a big part of my family. We train together. Discuss and practice firearms safety
and handling. We budget, and always look forward to our next firearm purchases. We love the
time we've spent together, learning about all of the different platforms we have, and the
conversations we've had, during our cleaning sessions. Firearms are one of the cornerstones that
keep our family together, and | would not have it any other way.

My name is Brandon Santiago, and I oppose bill, SB3196.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 9:56:55 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brandon Agena Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

Hello, I am writing to oppose this from moving forward. | do not think that this well meaning bill
will do anything to curb crime or protect law abiding citizens who want to exercise the rights
given by the constitution.

As a lifelong resident of Hawaii, | have seen the ill effect of crime and the multiple chances of
people going through the court system. We live in one of the states that have the most restrictive
gun laws on the books, and while generally successful, it has not really reduced the amount of
crimes of violence.

| also feel that by passing this bill into law it will adversely affect the economy of Hawaii as a
state. It would shut down many small businesses, the lifeblood of our state.

So in closing, thank you for allowing my writen testimony.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 10:07:52 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Francine Villarmia- Individual ObpoSe Written Testimony
Kahawai PP Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill as it is too restrictive for the average citizen.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 10:48:00 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Calvin Howell Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha mai kakou, I am submitting testimony on this bill once again. I strongly oppose this bill.
As a law-abididing citizen and resident of a rural area in the Puna district on the island of
Hawai'i, | can definitively say this bill is not consistinent with our way of life, our kuleana, our
guaranteed rights, and our ability to protect oursleves, livestock, property, and our ‘ohana. Please
do not strip law-abiding citizens of their rights, esepcially those who have been loyal and
compliant with the State of Hawai'i. This proposed legislation will not reduce gun violence as
crimminals do not abide by laws. The state is unable to enforce and curb current firearms laws as
is, particularly in Puna district. Removing firearms from the hands of good people is not pono.

Mahalo nui,

Calvin Howell




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 10:51:33 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Samuel Webb Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill because it will not do anything to stop the increasing crime in our state. It only
effects law-abiding citizens, by banning common use rifles, and preventing us from buying parts
to repair our legally and registered rifles. It also prevents us from travelling out of state for
training or competitions, because we would not be allowed to bring our legal rifles back to the

state of Hawaii.




Hello,

| am writing in opposition of bill SB3196

It’s unconstitutional! The second amendment reads as, “A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”
o A “well-regulated militia” refers to a well-armed, well-trained, and well-disciplined militia; it
does NOT mean that arms should be regulated

Why do we always blame guns for people’s malicious behavior?
o When someone stabs someone else, nobody blames the knife.
o When a driver intentionally uses their car to harm/kill another person, nobody blames the car.
o When a drunk person gets in a fight and severely injures someone, nobody tries to ban alcohol.

Dozens of local businesses and workers will be affected. According to The Square Center, data from the
ATF shows there were 95 federally licensed dealers or pawn brokers of firearms in Hawaii as of January
2022. While some of these dealers are individuals, most of these dealers are locally owned businesses
with local employees. If this bill passes, many of these businesses will be at risk of downsizing or
closure.

Criminals won’t stop doing bad things simply because it’s “illegal!” Banning firearms isn’t going to stop
criminals from obtaining and using them. In fact, it will just open a black-market opportunity for them,
giving criminals another way to prosper.

o Drugs are illegal, yet we still have a drug problem.

o Aerial fireworks are illegal, yet that hasn’t had any effect on New Year’s Eve celebrations.

Instead of punishing law abiding citizens, more focus should be put on keeping criminals off the streets;
especially criminals who have committed violent acts and/or who have a demonstrated history of
breaking the law (i.e. Sebastian Mahkwan, Korey Farinas, Clinton Ka'aiali'l, Michael Caspino, etc.).

Thank you for your time,

Randy



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 10:54:34 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Benel Piros Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill due to another restriction to my right to protect myself and bears arms as a law
abiding citizen.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 11:01:18 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Bradd Haitsuka Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| am strongly opposed to this unconstitutional bill. This bill is badly written with broad
descriptions, and leaves too much open to interpretation. This bill is in direct violation of the
supreme courts rulings in the cases of D.C. vs. Heller, and New York State Pistol and Rifle
Association vs. Bruen. In The D.C. case, the court ruled that the very firearms that you are
attempting to ban, are protected under the second amendment, as they are in common use, by law
abiding citizens for lawful purposes. This law is also in violation of the second amendment, in
the bruen case, the court ruled that any gun related laws must be consistant with the text, history,
and tradition of gun laws when the second amendment was adopted. This bill fails as there is no
historical analog to back up this proposed unconstitutional bill. This bill is a gross infringement
on the rights of law abiding citizens, and it must be killed now.

Thank You,

Bradd Haitsuka



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 11:08:26 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Andrew Lum Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Hello, my name is Andrew Lum, | am a current resident of Pearl City and a contractor for the US
Department of Defense with an active security clearance. As a concerned lifelong resident of
Hawaii, | feel compelled to speak out in opposition of SB3196, which is currently being
proposed. The notion that banning firearms will solve crime is idealistic but laughable. While the
intention may be well-meaning, the reality is that this is just a marketing ploy to demonstrate to
the average citizen that our Hawaii lawmakers are “doing something”.

As with all efforts for these types of broad reaching bans (both nationally and locally), if passed,
these efforts would only punish law abiding citizens who happen to own/want to purchase
firearms. Rather than enforcing existing laws, creating new laws will not prevent criminals from
breaking the law. The second amendment was written into the constitution for a reason, eroding
those laws to such an extent is an affront to what our founding fathers stood for.

History has show us that firearms in the hands of private citizens can change the course of a
nation. The Nation of Hawaii was overthrown unjustly by armed militia (comprising mostly of
foreigners and backed by the US government). Had Queen Lili’uokalani not faced the imposing
threat of the US Marines that were deployed in tacit support of the overthrow, Hawaiian history
would be very different than how it is now.

Additionally, it's important to consider the practical challenges of enforcement for such a broad
scoped ban on firearms. Currently the Honolulu Police Department can’t even keep existing
firearms laws enforced. Rather than waste taxpayer’s money on trying to enact and enforce new
laws, those funds could be focused on trying to prevent violent crime by focusing on the
underlying causes. Poverty, lack of education, and mental health issues should all be addressed
before resorting to introducing laws that will end up spending years in court, and costing
taxpayers millions of dollars that should be spend elsewhere.

While on its face, supporting this will the public that you are willing to “do something” about
firearm related crime, it is a very misguided effort. The broad strokes that SB3196 is proposing
will not do anything to deter criminals from committing crime, nor will it be upheld in the higher
courts (that if passed would end up going to). It would appear to the public that SB3196 is just an
overreacting response to the recent Bruen and Heller decisions in the higher courts, which is not
a legitimate reason to propose new laws. As elected officials for Hawaii citizens, your job is to
represent the best interests of Hawaii citizens, by introducing and voting in support of SB3196 it
is showing that that is unfortunately not the case...



VIR,
Andrew Lum



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 11:21:52 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chastity Deponte Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose bill SB3196



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 11:23:53 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Stephanie Schultz Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill, not only is it going against our amendment rights, but you are taking
away from small businesses that sell these items.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 11:47:14 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
George Carvalho Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

| am totally against this bill there is no reason to keep punishing the working tax payers of this
state who own and abide by laws and enjoy firearms and yet the criminals who dont abide by any
laws roam the state freely and when and if get caught get released from custody because of
shortage of prisons my suggestion hold off on laws build more prison correct justice sytem and
incarcirate criminals. then after that is done go back an adjust laws make sense?



SB3196 Assault Weapons Ban

| am here to testify against SB3196, specifically the ban on semi-auto rifles and shotguns, and
their parts. | am also against the 10-round limitation.

My husband and | have a rifle and shotgun. We are both NRA certified (now expired) rifle and
pistol instructors.

These restrictions leave upstanding citizens significantly, disadvantaged in their own home,
against violent criminals who are willing to commit violent crime, will certainly not obey lesser
laws of carrying weapons.

My husband has been working as a federal law enforcement agent/officer for the past 19 years. |
would be passing the same background database checks as him. Whenever a firearms is
purchased, the purchaser already goes through the same database checks as any law enforcement
officer/agent.

Rather than limiting upstanding citizens in their 2"¥ Amendment Rights and their right to
self defense, Hawaii should focus on laws that target criminals and their criminal behavior.
Laws should be changed as follows:

1. increasing the penalties of felons, especially violent and repeat offenders;

2. limit the authority of the parole board, which is much, much too lenient.

3. Bail/bond guidelines needs to be drastically overhauled, making bond significantly higher
for felons, especially violent and repeat offenders.

4. Drug court is a sham, a farce and is much too lenient. Prison or at least inpatient/in-
custody rehab is much, much more effective than out-patient, and is needed for harsher
drug addictions like cocaine, meth, and opioids.

5. Hawaii’s judicial system is much, much more lenient, than, for example the US federal
system.

This law also criminalizes the legal use of going down to Koko Head Shooting complex with our
son, and having him shoot our rifle because it is registered to us, his parents, and not him. This
will not fight violent gun crime. Similarly, what about the private gun ranges that cater,
particularly to Asian tourists, who shoot guns rented from their private ranges. There are several
of those in Waikiki area.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Fujmoto
2/19/2024



SB3196 Assault Weapons Ban

| am here to testify against SB3196, specifically the ban on semi-auto rifles and shotguns, and
their parts. | am also against the 10-round limitation.

My wife and | have a rifle and shotgun. We are both NRA certified (now expired) rifle and
pistol instructors.

These restrictions leave upstanding citizens significantly, disadvantaged in their own home,
against violent criminals who are willing to commit violent crime, will certainly not obey lesser
laws of carrying weapons.

| have been working as a federal law enforcement agent/officer for the past 19 years. My wife
would be passing the same background database checks as me. Whenever a firearms is
purchased, the purchaser already goes through the same database checks as any law enforcement
officer/agent.

Rather than limiting upstanding citizens in their 2"¥ Amendment Rights and their right to
self defense, Hawaii should focus on laws that target criminals and their criminal behavior.
Laws should be changed as follows:

1. Increasing the penalties of felons, especially violent and repeat offenders;

2. Limit the authority of the parole board, which is much, much too lenient.

3. Bail/bond guidelines needs to be drastically overhauled, making bond significantly higher
for felons, especially violent and repeat offenders.

4. Drug court is a sham, a farce and is much too lenient. Prison or at least inpatient/in-
custody rehab is much, much more effective than out-patient, and is needed for harsher
drug addictions like cocaine, meth, and opioids.

5. Hawaii’s judicial system is much, much too lenient, and much more lenient than, for
example the US federal system. Hawaii’s criminal system needs to administer much
longer, tougher sentences.

This law also criminalizes the legal use of going down to Koko Head Shooting complex with our
son, and having him shoot our rifle because it is registered to us, his parents, and not him. This
will not fight violent gun crime. Similarly, what about the private gun ranges that cater,
particularly to Asian tourists, who shoot guns rented from their private ranges. There are several
of those in Waikiki area.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rory Fujmoto, S/A
2/19/2024



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 11:50:20 AM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Brandon Allen Kainoa . Written Testimony
Individual Oppose
Leong Only
Comments:

I strongly oppose SB 3196. Why do we have to go through this every year? You guys keep
pushing the same bills every year all in the name of making it safer for Hawaii residents. All that
you are doing is making laws that only the law-abiding citizens follow and do nothing to actually
stop criminals from possessing firearms.

Take a look at the criminal who took the police on an island wide chase on New Years Day
2024. He was a career criminal. A violent felon that never should have been released in the first
place and while waiting for his next court appearance he committed more violent crimes. On
multiple releases he was able to acquire firearms and used them in his crime spree. These laws
are only making it hard for law abiding citizens to acquire firearms.

For years we have taken firearms and hunter safety classes, passed background checks every
time we apply for a permit, and now we have to retake safety classes every 4 years to comply
with your rules/laws that you constantly change, only affecting us and do nothing to stop
criminals. This is why the law-abiding gun owner of Hawaii will never trust you legislators or
take the bills that you introduce every year seriously. We will never support your efforts because
your bills are only feel-good legislation with no teeth to punish actual criminals. You are
constantly fighting with the people who follow the laws and not the ones who disobey the laws.
It is like you guys don't trust the law abiding public and the legal firearms owners of Hawaii.

As an HPD approved firearms instructor, the President of Lessons in Firearms Education, and a
board member of the Hawaii Rifle Association we are actually working to train and teach safe
and competent firearms handling and ownership. We do our part to be responsible members of
the community, but you never come to us for input on legislation. You only listen to the gun
control groups that do nothing to promote safe firearms ownership or safety classes. All that they
know how to do is push for legislation to restrict ownership and have an agenda that is for the
ultimate confiscation of firearms which is contrary to the Second Amendment of the United
States.

What is your stopping point? When will you be satisfied with the firearms laws you introduce
and pass? Hawaii has some of the strictest firearm laws on the books in the nation already, but
you guys are never satisfied. You know that the semiautomatic rifles and shotguns that you are
trying to restrict are rarely used in gun crimes in Hawaii and the nation but are probably the most
owned firearms in the state and country. Just because they are in circulation does not make
Hawaii unsafe. Criminals who illegally acquire firearms make Hawaii unsafe. Make laws to



target criminals when they use firearms in crimes and make it harder for them to be released
from prison when they do commit firearms offenses.

Thanks,

Brandon Leong



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 12:26:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Winfrey Pablo Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Aloha Senators of the Committee,

| oppose SB3196 in regards that it lacks clarity and the intent to keep criminals from abusing
firearms to commit crimes. The 2nd amendment is the right to bear arms. In exercising that right
whether it be self defense, hunting, and tyranny; many law abiding citizens take the time to
understand the process of law and how to lawfully procure arms.

With how SB3196 is written it restricts certain accessories that allow the firearm to be stabilized;
adjustable stocks, foregrips, handguards, and magazine capacity limits.

Airsoft and paintball are great training and teaching tools that promote safety and competition.
Many replicas would be affected by SB3196.

| ask this committee to not move forward on SB3196.

Thank you and God Bless!




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 12:46:00 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Robert | Nehmad Individual Support ertteno'lr'](le;tlmony
Comments:

| am a resident of the City & County of Honolulu and support this Bill.

Recent polls have shown that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun safety
laws. Banning assault rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they are designed
to be capable of mass killings. Their potential for physical and mental damage to our community
far outweighs any plausible use for hunting, recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is
created, the sooner we can start reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity
magazines in Hawai’i.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 12:47:00 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
steven a kumasaka Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/nmony

Comments:

please oppose SB3196- assault weapons ban

this bill is an unconstitutional overreach that will result in a costly lawsuit that the state will lose

please concentrate on enforcing laws currently in place and put people in jail and keep them

there

laws like this only punish law abiding citizens, criminals by definitition do not obey laws...

mahalo

steve




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:00:06 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chase Cavitt Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, thank you for allowing me to submit testimony in regards to SB 3196. | am very opposed
to this bill and will use this testimony to give reasons and explain why this bill would be
devastating for citizens of Hawaii and Americans alike. This bill will make us all less safe and
will financially destroy many Hawaii citizens and all firearm related businesses in the state.

| am a firearms owner and safety advocate who teaches firearm safety and encourages citizens to
be law abiding and good members of our communities. | have worked with hundreds of new and
experienced firearms owners and potential owners on how to handle firearms properly and all
aspects of ownership and safe handling. | believe this law will destroy the fabric of safe and law
abiding firearm ownership through ambiguous wording and a confusing and unreasonable law if
it were to be passed. All of the firearms | own would in one way or another be deemed as illegal
to use or repair if this bill became law. This is truly unconstitutional in its foundation and would
completely ignore the 2nd amendment of the United States constitution if allowed to pass. This
will certainly lead to millions of tax dollars being wasted in courts as we pursue legal action
against an unconstitutional law and would not do anything to promote safety or make this state
safer for its members. If anything this will encourage the black market and illegal use of firearms
and dissuade law abiding citizens from following laws.

The bill is filled with errors, in my opinion by design, as they go further into making things
illegal than are likely intended. This is not okay and should not be looked over due to ignorance
of firearm parts or their uses. A stock, handgrip, and foregrip/ handguard/ barrel shroud would all
be an illegal part with the claim that it makes a firearm an “assault weapon.” This rule alone
would make my handgun, shotgun, and all my rifles illegal to use for hunting. All of my firearms
are obtained legally and not once have they placed another at risk or have they ever, nor will
ever, be used in the commission of a crime. Taking away my right to use or repair all of my
firearms, magazines, parts and accessories will not make anyone safer. It will actually in fact do
the exact opposite. | would be losing over $40,000 worth of parts, accessories and tools used to
safely shoot for competition, at the range for fun, for hunting and for the defense of my family in
an emergency situation at home.



My shotgun would be illegal because it has a built in pistol style grip that cannot be removed as
designed by the manufacturer. It is a basic 12 gauge shotgun that is no more dangerous than a
shotgun without a pistol grip. My handgun would be illegal because it has a place for my second
hand to hold without being burned, and a threaded barrel for a part that reduces recoil for
competition shooting. The bill states an exemption for a slide that covers the barrel but it doesn’t
include an exemption for the frame that slide sits upon and is what would be protecting my
second hand when firing. | am much safer of a shooter when operating every firearm with two
hands. This idea that it makes it more dangerous is absurd and based solely off of ignorance of
firearms safety. My bolt action hunting rifle would be illegal because it has a partially covered
barrel or barrel shroud and there are no exceptions listed for those. Every other rifle | have has
multiple parts being determined as illegal and I would be left without any way of fixing or
repairing them in the future if I decided to keep my firearms.

If this were to become law | would be forced to lose my job, move my family of 4 to the
mainland and it would devastate our family. | fear that | will be forced out of the place I grew up
and to move my children from the only place they have ever known, where they were born and
raised. This abusive bill would be unconstitutional and will never hold up in higher courts such
as the Supreme Court but in the time it would take to regain our freedom we would have already
suffered so much loss that it wouldn’t be worth it to stay here. I live in agony every year around
this time as unacceptable bills are proposed to take away my rights. This “assault bill” actually is
designed to induce fear, pain and discomfort for those who believe in the second amendment. It
is something used to disrupt business, families future planning and is devastating to my pursuit
of happiness within the United States. This bill is harming people already and you all should be
aware of the pain you inflict by ignoring the people and proposing and passing legislation like
this.

This bill will also make many airsoft guns and bb/ pellet guns illegal. | have a replica airsoft gun
that is the same dimensions as my real competition rifle and I use it to practice in order to save
on costs of ammunition. It uses a real hand-guard, same one that is installed on many of my
rifles, a real pistol grip, same one as used on my real rifles and a real stock. All of those parts
would be illegal to own as they could be put onto a real firearm and would classify that

firearm as an assault weapon. This is absurd and does not make anyone at all any safer.

There are so many changes in this bill that it is extremely difficult for an average person to
follow along or even someone with immense firearm knowledge such as myself. The wording is
confusing and misleading. There are statements that oppose the statements right before and it is
improperly worded. This bill is fraught with errors and is extremely easy to be abused and would
cause many law abiding citizens to accidentally break the law. This ambiguity is by design and
furthers the agenda of those seeking to remove firearms from the hands of civilians. The more
people convicted of breaking laws using firearms only furthers their agenda and | believe they



would enjoy seeing this effect. The second amendment shall not be infringed and this goes far
beyond infringement.

The idea that a 10 round magazine makes the community safer is a complete joke and lacks any
data and is wishful thinking at best. Are we going to be limited on how many magazines we can
own, have on us or have loaded? | can change a magazine in less than half of a second. I can still
carry the same amount of ammunition on me and have more concealable magazines if they are
10rd capacity. I can also get a lower profile when shooting as the magazine doesn’t protrude as
much from the bottom allowing a shooter to be lower to the ground and get more concealment or
cover. Honestly the idea that it makes it less dangerous is completely the opposite in fact. Actual
knowledge of firearms would allow you to see what the results could be but wishful thinking is
not going to protect anyone.

This bill will not affect criminals or those seeking to cause harm. This will not take away the
access to parts that can easily be brought in or mailed over from other states as they are not
regulated firearms and are as easy to order as shoes on Amazon. This bill will ONLY negatively
impact law abiding citizens. This bill will promote the breaking of laws either willfully or
ignorantly and will lessen the amount of law abiding citizens who respect law and our
government. This will have a lasting effect in this state and | fear it will be dangerous. My rights
are not yours to take away or even to grant to me. They are enshrined in the constitution as a
result of wiser men realizing that these rights were unalienable. My freedom is not yours to
diminish and I hope you adhere to your duty as a part of this government body and uphold your
duty to support and defend the constitution of the United States of America. If you do this then
you would vote no or at a minimum defer SB3196.

Please do not destroy my future and others alike by remaining ignorant of what it is that you do
when voting yes on bills like this. Please call us, talk with us and see what you’re doing to the
people of this state. Please do not just ignore us and act as if you know better. This annual pain is
not a joke and it wears upon us. This bill is not acceptable and needs to be stopped before it
causes more harm to the people you swore to serve. Again, my firearms are tools that I use for
various reasonable situations and are not a danger to society or my neighbors. Someone else’s
feelings about my rights are not my problem and not a legitimate reason to take away my rights.
They are welcome to feel however they want but their feelings and fears should not regulate
mine and others rights. My fear of having my possessions turned into illegal items should be just
as respected and possibly more respected because my ownership of such items does not infringe
on that persons freedoms. | feel deeply for anyone who has been harmed by a criminal or in an
accident regardless of the tool used in said event. | am a caring individual and have compassion.
| am also aware that my tools and firearms are not harming a single person and should not be
criminalized for the actions of others.



This bill is unconstitutional, unfounded and not based on any legitimate data. There is zero proof
this will make our state safer and | honestly feel it will only work to make us all less safe. This
bill is filled with errors and is clearly written by those without a true understanding of firearms
safety or the parts necessary for ensuring safe operations. This bill is devastating for the people
who abide by laws and are some of the most respectful and caring members of our society. This
bill potentially will kick my family out of the state if | wish to ensure my freedom and remain
safe. This bill makes more than what is intended to be made illegal and will be confusing for law
enforcement and citizens. This bill is not acceptable. Please oppose SB3196.

Feel free to call me concerning my testimony and | will gladly explain anything further for you.
There is so much more to be said and I wish | could simply download my thoughts and have
them understood properly by all senators and house members if it gets that far. This bill has so
much to go over that it is proving to be difficult to cover it all. I am begging for my rights to
remain and | wish there was more we could all do. Despite over 1800 opposing this bill last
week, and somewhere around 200 supporting, the bill was passed through last week without
amendments and we were all ignored. | feel the people were not given due process and were
unable to express their concerns with in person testimony. | watched as people were cut off from
talking and not allowed to give insight. This pressure was likely a tactic by design and was very
sad to witness and felt like an abuse of power. | know there is only so much time in a day but
please respect those with feelings on this matter who take time off work to fight for their
freedoms. Please do not save this bill for last next time if you want to get actual insight from the
community and allow those who take their time to show up to actually speak.

Thank you for opposing SB3196.

Respectfully,
Chase Cavitt

(808) 298-3508



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:03:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sterling Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill. It is not fair that law abiding citizens who enjoy recreation shooting are being
limited on what we may buy and possess. Growing up shooting .22s was a memorable time | had
with my family and not being able to do this in the future when my kids get older is unfair.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:07:57 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Shane | Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose this bill that is unfair to law abiding firearms owners. Taking away what we enjoy and
do legally is not right. Every year it become harder and cost more money due to new laws and
yet we comply and do what we are told. Crime doesn't change and criminals will continue not
following the law while the rest of us are punished.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:10:35 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
GINNETTE OLIBEROS Individual Oppose W”tte”OTn‘I?;“mony
Comments:

As a firm supporter of our Second Amendment rights, | stand firmly against SB 3196. The
Second Amendment is not just a constitutional provision; it is a cornerstone of our freedom and
democracy.

The right to bear arms is a fundamental aspect of our nation’s heritage, enshrined by the
Founding Fathers to ensure the protection of individual liberties and the ability of citizens to
defend themselves against tyranny and oppression. Any attempt to infringe upon this right
undermines the very foundation of our democracy.

Moreover, banning assault rifles and pistols would unjustly penalize law-abiding citizens who
responsibly exercise their Second Amendment rights. The overwhelming majority of gun owners
use their firearms for lawful purposes such as self-defense, sport shooting, and hunting. Blanket
bans punish responsible gun owners without addressing the root causes of violence in our
society.

Furthermore, it is essential to recognize that firearms themselves are not the root cause of
violence. Instead, we must focus on addressing the underlying issues such as mental health,
socio-economic disparities, and systemic inequities that contribute to crime and violence in our
communities.

Additionally, a ban on assault rifles and pistols would not effectively address gun violence.
Criminals who are intent on causing harm will simply find alternative means to obtain firearms
illegally, circumventing any bans or restrictions put in place. Thus, such measures would only
serve to disarm law-abiding citizens while doing little to curb criminal activity.

In conclusion, the proposed ban on assault rifles and pistols is a direct assault on our Second
Amendment rights and fails to address the complex issues surrounding gun violence. Instead of
restricting the rights of law-abiding citizens, we should focus on implementing comprehensive
solutions that uphold our constitutional freedoms while promoting public safety and addressing
the root causes of violence in our society.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:14:44 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
David Allen Houle Individual Oppose W”tte”OTnflﬁ;t'mony
Comments:

WE are OPPOSED to SB3196 .

The second ammendement of our US Constitution states clearly that we ( the citizens of

America) have a God given RIGHT to have and bear arms .

This bill ( SB3196) would never stand as being legal before the US Su/preme Court .

Thanks,

David Houle / Feb 20th, 2024
CEO!/ Electric Blue Corporation
95-1003 Hololea St.

Mililani,HI 96789

Cell (808)-783-4545

Email: ebc96789@gmail.com

Office (808)-626-4545

Fax (808)-626-7575



mailto:ebc96789@gmail.com

SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:23:49 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jane Gibbons Taylor Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

| support SB3196. There is no civlian need for these weapons.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:25:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Matthew Reigle Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le;nmony
Comments:

Stop the bill!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:33:25 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael Curtis Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Statement of Position: | firmly oppose the bill currently under consideration in the State of
Hawaii, which seeks to implement sweeping bans on a wide range of firearms and accessories.
While I do not personally own a firearm, | do believe in the right to bear arms.

Background Information: The proposed bill aims to prohibit numerous firearms, including
semiautomatic rifles, pistols, and shotguns, as well as certain accessories and magazines. These
proposed restrictions would severely curtail the rights of law-abiding citizens to possess firearms
for lawful purposes, such as self-defense and sport shooting. It is important to note that Hawaii
has a history of facing legal challenges over similar firearm regulations.

Specific Arguments and Evidence:

1. Constitutional Rights:

o The Second Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees the right of
individuals to keep and bear arms. This fundamental right has been upheld in
significant Supreme Court cases like District of Columbia v. Heller (2008) and
McDonald v. City of Chicago (2010), affirming that the Second Amendment
protects an individual's right to own firearms for self-defense.

o Legal scholars such as Alan Dershowitz and Laurence Tribe provide valuable
insights into the interpretation and application of the Second Amendment,
reinforcing the constitutional basis of firearms ownership.

2. Lack of Effectiveness:

o Research conducted by reputable institutions like the National Institute of Justice
(N1J) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) indicates that
broad bans on firearms and accessories do not substantially reduce crime rates or
enhance public safety. Such measures often fail to address the underlying causes
of violence and disproportionately burden law-abiding citizens.

o Reports from law enforcement agencies and crime statistics demonstrate that
criminals frequently obtain firearms through illicit means, rendering legislative
restrictions on legal firearm ownership ineffective in preventing violent crime.

3. Legal Precedent:

o Hawaii has a history of facing legal challenges over restrictive firearm laws, with
federal courts consistently ruling in favor of individual rights to firearms
ownership. These court decisions serve as direct evidence of the legal landscape
surrounding firearms legislation in the state.



o Expert analysis from scholars specializing in firearm law and constitutional law,
such as Eugene Volokh and David Kopel, offers valuable insights into past legal
challenges and outcomes related to firearm regulations in Hawaii.

Conclusion: The proposed bill in Hawaii to ban a wide range of firearms and accessories is
constitutionally dubious, ineffective in addressing crime, and likely to face legal challenges.
Instead of infringing upon the rights of law-abiding citizens, policymakers should focus on
evidence-based approaches to enhancing public safety. I urge lawmakers to reject this misguided
proposal and pursue policies that respect individual rights while promoting genuine efforts to
reduce violence in our communities. Quit trying to restrict the right to bear arms, passing laws
that are then reversed in the courts, wasting taxpayer money.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:33:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Doris Segal Matsunaga Individual Support ertteno'lr']?)s/tlmony

Comments:

My family and I strongly support SB 3196

Doris Segal Matsunaga

Waimea, Hawai'i Island




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:36:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jane Davis Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Recent polls have shown that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun
safety laws. Banning assault rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they
are designed to be capable of mass killing. Their potential for mass murder far outweighs
any plausible use for hunting, recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is created, the
sooner we can start reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity
magazines in Hawai’i.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 1:36:34 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Howard J. Wolff Individual Support W”ttenOTn(I%;tlmony

Comments:

Hawaii is the only state in the nation with an assault weapons ban that fails to ban assault rifles
and large capacity magazines for assault weapons, We are not as safe as we should be. These are
huge gaps in our assault weapons ban. SB3196 fills those gaps by banning rifles and other
assault long guns as well as banning large capacity magazines (over 10 rounds) for those assault

weapons.

Please vote in favor of SB3196.

Howard Wolff




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:00:58 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kyle Sekiya Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:
Aloha,

This bill is an infringement of the peoples right to bear arms and is unconstitutional. Please
direct your efforts to stopping criminals from committing crimes against law abiding

citizens. This "Assault Weapons Ban™ is ridiculous and is a clear government overreach on the
peoples 2nd ammendment rights. And this bill will not save lives. All your doing is hurting law
abiding citizens.

Mabhalo,

Kyle



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:03:17 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Mark Respicio Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Unconstitutional!



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:05:49 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Anne Leake Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha mai. My name is Anne Leake and I reside in Kaneohe. Recent polls have shown
that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun safety laws. Banning assault
rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they are designed to be capable of
mass killing. Their potential for mass murder far outweighs any plausible use for hunting,
recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is created, the sooner we can start reducing
the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity magazines in Hawai’i. Please give
favorable consideration on SB3196. Mahalo.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:15:33 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
William Carreira Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. It is unconstitutional to it's very core and is shameful that it was ever
proposed. The people have every right to defend themselves by whatever means necessary. This
bill only penalizes lawful, tax paying gun owners. Also, your broadening of the term "assault
weapon" to include anything you've seen in a movie that you find scary is laughable. An assault
weapon is a firearm with the ability to continue to cycle rounds with the trigger depressed. They
are highly regulated and cost upwards of $15k and are closely monitored by the ATF.

in conclusion, your bill will cause financial damage to many local businesses, your supporters
and the law-following masses that keep firearms for sport and self defense.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:17:21 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Akasha loo Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:20:01 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carolina Carreira Individual Oppose W”tteno-;‘le;“mony
Comments:

| strongly oppose this bill. It is completely outrageous that the senate would entertain this as it is
in complete disregard of federal Supreme Court ruling as well as the constitutional rights that our
nation was founded on (right to bear arms). Not only do the creators and supporters of this bill
thumb their nose at the Supreme Court and constitutional rights, it also shows no care for the
many responsible legal gun owners of this state of which over 1,000 have testified in opposition
to this bill. You penalize the GOOD people in our state that has almost no gun violence by legal
gun owners. This bill will have no effect on local gun crime and we already have some of the
most strictest gun laws in the nation. We have not had a mass shooting in Hawaii since

1999. This is a bill made in ignorance and fear, plain and simple.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:23:33 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dan Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am opposed to this bill because it will essecially ban all modern day firearms and strip us our
our second amendent rights. This is America and we have the right to keep and bear arms.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:25:27 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dawn Morais Webster Individual Support Written Testimony
Ph.D. PP Only
Comments:

Hawaii is the only state in the nation with an assault weapons ban that fails to ban assault rifles
and large capacity magazines for assault weapons. We are not as safe as we should be. There are
huge gaps in our assault weapons ban. SB3196 fills those gaps by banning rifles and other
assault long guns as well as banning large capacity magazines (over 10 rounds) for those assault
weapons. Assault weapons are modeled on military weapons, designed to inflict the greatest
harm in the least time. Large-capacity magazines have been used in all ten of the deadliest mass
shootings that have occurred in the last decade. Bottom line:

THERE IS NO CIVILIAN NEED FOR THESE WEAPONS! PLEASE PASS THIS BILL.
Too many children are dying because of these guns. Mahalo for putting public safety on
your list of priorities.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:42:18 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Rita Kama-Kimura Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

Please note that | continue to stand in strong opposition to this bill SB3196, another continuing
infringement upon the guns right of the law-abiding citizen and showing a total disregard for our
Constitution.

It appears to be difficult for too many in our government to understand that the firearm is not the
problem, it’s the person holding the gun. Most likely someone lacking proper training, no
license, no background check, possibly with a prior record? and a total disregard for the law.

When | hear or see reports of shootings, | always wait to see if they, the shooter was licensed?
were they trained and certified perhaps? passed a background check? ... Crickets! Silence!

Any firearm on its own is no more dangerous than say a car! (contrary to Alec Baldwin, a gun
cannot shoot itself) It’s the person holding and operating the firearm, just like it’s the driver
behind the wheel of a car ... let’s be honest cars kills a heck of a lot more people than firearms
do. Perhaps we should ban cars!

These types of bills continue to target the “law abiding, trained, certified individuals having
passed background checks and have received license, who have done everything right and must
stop!”

Again, I ask you to stop this bill from moving any further!

A concerned citizen, Rita Kama-Kimura



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 2:57:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Kevin Tang Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| am writing to express my strong opposition to any proposed stricter gun laws that may infringe
upon our Second Amendment rights as American citizens. As a proud supporter of the
Constitution and an advocate for responsible gun ownership, | firmly believe that any attempt to
restrict access to firearms would undermine our fundamental freedoms and fail to address the
root causes of gun violence in our society.

The Second Amendment of the United States Constitution guarantees the right of the people to
keep and bear arms. This fundamental right was enshrined by our Founding Fathers as a crucial
safeguard against tyranny and a means for individuals to defend themselves, their families, and
their communities. Any legislative measures that seek to curtail this right would be a direct
affront to the principles upon which our nation was founded.

It is important to recognize that the vast majority of gun owners are law-abiding citizens who use
their firearms responsibly for self-defense, hunting, and sport shooting. Punishing law-abiding
gun owners with stricter regulations will not effectively address the underlying issues of crime
and violence in our society. Instead, we should focus on addressing mental health concerns,
improving access to education and economic opportunities, and strengthening law enforcement
efforts to target criminals who misuse firearms.

Furthermore, history has shown that strict gun control measures do not necessarily lead to
reduced rates of violent crime. In fact, many jurisdictions with stringent gun laws continue to
experience high levels of violence, while areas with more permissive gun policies often have
lower crime rates. This demonstrates that the problem of violence is multifaceted and cannot be
solved through simplistic measures that restrict the rights of law-abiding citizens.

In conclusion, I urge you to uphold the principles of the Second Amendment and reject any
proposals for stricter gun laws. Instead, let us focus on comprehensive solutions that address the
root causes of violence in our society while respecting the rights of responsible gun owners.
Thank you for considering my perspective on this important issue.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:12:54 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
mary reilley Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Recent polls have shown that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun
safety laws. Banning assault rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they
are designed to be capable of mass killing. Their potential for mass murder far outweighs
any plausible use for hunting, recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is created, the
sooner we can start reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity

magazines in Hawai’i.

M. Reilley



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:13:07 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joan White Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I am in complete support of this bill, as are so, so many in Hawaii. There is absolutely no need
for assault rifles and large capacity magazines because they are designed with the capablility of
mass mayhem and murder and are completely unnecessary for other legitimate uses. The sooner
this ban is created, the safe our population is and the quicker we can eliminate or reduce the
spread of assault rifles and large capacity magazines in our state.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:17:09 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Terri Yoshinaga Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'lcle)s/tlmony
Comments:

| oppose this bill.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:20:30 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Dana K Sato Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Honorable Members of the Committee,

| appreciate the opportunity to testify today regarding Bill 3196, which proposes amendments to
the prohibition on certain firearms. While | understand the intent behind this legislation, I
strongly oppose its passage for several reasons.

First and foremost, the proposed bill threatens the fundamental rights guaranteed by the Second
Amendment of the United States Constitution. The right to bear arms is a cornerstone of our
democracy, essential for self-defense, hunting, and safeguarding against tyranny. Any attempt to
restrict law-abiding citizens' access to firearms undermines this constitutional right.

Furthermore, the definitions used in the bill to classify certain firearms as "assault weapons" are
overly broad and lack clarity. This ambiguity could lead to the unintended consequences of
penalizing responsible gun owners who use firearms for legitimate purposes such as sport
shooting or hunting. Banning firearms based on cosmetic features or arbitrary criteria does little
to enhance public safety and only serves to infringe upon the rights of law-abiding citizens.

Additionally, there are significant concerns regarding the efficacy of bans on specific types of
firearms in reducing crime. History has shown us that such measures often fail to address the
root causes of violence and disproportionately burden law-abiding citizens without deterring
criminals who obtain firearms through illegal means.

Enforcing the proposed bans would pose significant challenges for law enforcement agencies and
strain already limited resources. Prohibiting the sale or transfer of certain firearms would create a
black market, driving lawful commerce underground and making it more difficult to track
firearms in circulation.

Instead of pursuing restrictive measures that target law-abiding citizens, | urge policymakers to
focus on evidence-based solutions to address the complex issue of gun violence. This includes
strengthening mental health services, improving background check systems, and targeting illegal
firearms trafficking through enhanced enforcement efforts.

In conclusion, I respectfully urge you to oppose Bill 3196 and consider alternative approaches
that respect our constitutional rights while effectively addressing the underlying factors
contributing to gun violence.



Thank you for considering my testimony.

Sincerely, Dana K Sato



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:30:47 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Galen J. Pao Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Dear Members of the Senate JDC,
My name is Galen J. Pao and | am in opposition to SB 3196 Assault Weapons Bill.

This Bill will literally ban all semi-automatic firearms, which happen to be the most common
firearm owned by law-abiding citizens. This is discriminatory and in violation of the 2nd
Amendment right to bear and keep arms.

There is little evidence that shows that these weapons proposed to be banned are the weapons
used most in mass shootings. Also, a lot of mass shooting incidents are linked to criminal
activity and criminals. More effort, resources, and incarceration procedures should be directed
towards this direction.

Also, this Bill will not deter or decrease crime. Criminals do not follow the rule of law. The
only thing this Bill will do is ban weapons from law-abiding citizens.

The right to self defense and loved ones should also cross over to the right to choose which legal
firearms a law-abiding citizen can use. This Bill will restrict our freedom of choice to which
firearm we are most confident and comfortable with.

The reason semi-automatic firearms are the most common firearm of choice for law-abiding
citizens is because of the user friendly features that makes it easier and logistically superior to
defending oneself and loved ones over other firearms that require more effort to use. This Bill
will put law-abiding citizens at a severe and vulnerable disadvantage when it comes to self-
defense.

Every US citizen has a right to defend themselves. This Bill will violate this right by restricting
what citizens can and cannot use within the legal options currently available.

As members of the Senate JDC | ask that you do not let SB3196 proceed out of committee.
Thank you,

Galen J. Pao






SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:43:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
JOHN L PANG Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony
Comments:

OPPOSE with request to defer this session until it can be properly written with both sides
of the issues at the table. AS WRITTEN:

1.

2.

6.

7.

Definitions are not clear for multiple items including barrel & overall lengths,
magazine capacities, special exceptions and exemptions, & other.

Includes irrelevant lists of specific makes and models of weapons being classified as
“assault.”

Addresses items that already have governing laws. Information is conflicting &
again may open our state & people to litigation.

Erroneously addresses standard pieces of safety equipment & stock design that
includes sporting & hunting guns.

Inadvertently targets & puts at risk your law-abiding citizens.

Does not align with nor protect our US Constitution’s 2nd amendment right of the
people to keep and bear arms thus opening our state and people to litigation.

Will put more Hawaii businesses out of business.

Instead, please focus on creating laws that strengthen the consequences & rehabilitation of
illegal carriers & violent criminals, improves firearms education, protects our keiki, etc.




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:49:18 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Carol Maxym Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Recent polls have shown that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun safety
laws. Banning assault rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they are designed
to be capable of mass killing. Their potential for mass murder far outweighs any plausible
use for hunting, recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is created, the sooner we
can start reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity magazines in

Hawai’i.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 3:50:49 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Joel Berg Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

| oppose SB3196. | do not support disarming citizens to make them easier targets for threats both
foreign and domestic. HPD is understaffed incapable of protecting me or my family. Please do
not further insult and infantilize me by removing my ability to do so for myself.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 4:12:35 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Julie Kron Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, my name is Julie Kron and | am a longtime resident of the Big Island. | am a wife, mom
and legal assistant by trade. | work two jobs to help be able to afford to pay our bills. | am an
avid hunter along with my husband to help put food on our table. The cost of living and cost of
food is outrageous. We rely on hunting to supplement the food we eat. SB3196, if passed, would
make it basically impossible to hunt for food by making it illegal to have any of our guns.
Hawai'i already has some of the strictest gun laws in the nation. Take a look at what outlawing
guns has done for Cook County (Chicago) Illinois. Only the criminals have guns now and the
crime rate has never been higher. | strongly oppose SB3196. | ask you to please vote no.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 4:14:53 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Jason Kron Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Aloha, my name is Jason Kron and | am a longtime resident of the Big Island. | am an avid
hunter along with my wife to help put food on our table. The cost of living and cost of food is
outrageous. We rely on hunting to supplement the food we eat. SB3196, if passed, would make it
basically impossible to hunt for food by making it illegal to have any of our guns. Hawai'i
already has some of the strictest gun laws in the nation. Take a look at what outlawing guns has
done for Cook County (Chicago) Illinois. Only the criminals have guns now and the crime rate
has never been higher. | strongly oppose SB3196. | ask you to please vote no.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 4:58:26 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Sheela Jane Menon Individual Support W”tteno-[ﬁ;“mony
Comments:

The aloha state MUST pass sensible legislation which bans those firearms that have repeatedly
been shown to cause the greatest harm in the ongoing epidemic of mass shootings in this
country. Hunting and recreation are not sufficient reasons to keep these assault weapons on our
streets. Please - for the sake of our community, and in recognition of the many innocent lives
needlessly lost to gun violence - pass SB3196.



SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 5:10:52 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Nathaniel Moylan Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

Im a law abiding Hawaiian who believes in the second amendment in which all the senators that
got elected swore a oath to up hold and protect! | oppose SB3196 !




SB-3196

Submitted on: 2/19/2024 5:11:02 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Chasity Subia Individual Oppose ertteno'lr'](le)s/tlmony

Comments:

As a citizen | deserve full access and freedom to ALL the amendments especially the second

one, to protect myself from whatever harm may come to be. And by passing this bill, it will be an
abomination and disrespect to not only my rights but to the founding fathers who first had
written this amendment to PROTECT US, THE PEOPLE from people who abuse their power
like many who are coming into this world and making it unsafe and impossible to protect

ourselves.



SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 5:12:04 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Susan Salm Individual Support Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

Recent polls have shown that a significant majority of Hawaii residents favor strict gun
safety laws. Banning assault rifles and large capacity magazines is important because they
are designed to be capable of mass killing. Their potential for mass murder far outweighs
any plausible use for hunting, recreation or self-defense. The sooner this ban is created, the
sooner we can start reducing the needless spread of assault rifles and large capacity
magazines in Hawai’i.




SB-3196
Submitted on: 2/19/2024 5:39:56 PM
Testimony for JDC on 2/23/2024 9:30:00 AM

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify
Michael Casey Individual Oppose Written Testimony
Only
Comments:

I, Michael Casey, oppose this bill given its unconstitutional nature and its lack of respect for
Hawai‘i residents fundamental rights to self-defense and the right to keep and bear arms.

| can guarantee that none of the legislators have held or used any of these firearms, and yet here
you are making laws on them, as if you know what you're even taking about. Because if you did,
you would realize that what you are doing will not work, will not make any sense, and will not
make deference to crime.

If the legislative body humbled themselves to take self-defense classes or maybe build a bond
with their community and participate in competitions, they would understand the people and how
this would affect them on an everyday basis.

The only thing this law would contribute to is the disarmament of law-abiding citizens,
emboldening criminals to take action against even softer targets.



February 19, 2024

To: The Senate Committee on PSM and JDC

Subject: Testimony in Support of Bill SB3196 - Firearms
Hearing: Friday, February 23, 2024

Time: 9:30 AM

Aloha mai kakou,

My name is Carisa, a University of Hawai'‘i student, an advocate, and a resident of Waipahu,
Hawai'i. | am writing to express my strong support for Bill SB 3196, which addresses the
regulation of firearm safety in our community.

While our state boasts commendable gun safety measures, it is disconcerting that we are the
only jurisdiction within the assault weapon ban that does not prohibit assault rifles and shotguns.

Hawai‘i is committed to protecting the safety and well-being of its natives. It has been
recognized for its stringent gun laws, receiving a notable minus rating from the Gifford’s Law
Center in 2023. Furthermore, our state's commitment to public safety is evident in having the
third lowest gun death rate per capita in the nation according to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention in 2021.

However, the existing gap in our assault weapon ban is concerning. The proposed amendments
seek to rectify this inconsistency by including assault rifles, assault shotguns, .50 caliber rifles,
assault weapon attachments, and magazine capacity. The modernization of provisions on
assault pistols to encompass those with prohibited features is also a crucial step forward.

As a mother residing in Hawai‘i, where hunting with rifles is not a prevalent activity, | believe
these amendments are imperative to maintain the safety and cultural integrity of our state. The
potential disruption to our unique culture and the alarming prospect of increased death and
violence rates necessitates urgent action of supporting this bill.

Moreover, drawing upon my two decad