
STAND. COM. REP. NO. -24

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB05 , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 1997
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1997 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE INTERISLAND TRANSPORT OF
HYDROGEN,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to authorize the Public
Utilities Commission to establish a discounted rate by tariff for
water carriers that engage in the interisland transport of
hydrogen.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Research and Development of the County of
Hawaii; Hawaii Center for Advanced Transportation Technologies;
and one individual. Your Committee received testimony in
opposition to this measure from 350Hawaii.org. Your Committee
received comments on this measure from the Department of Commerce
and Consumer Affairs Division of Consumer Advocacy; Hawai’i State
Energy Office; Public Utilities Commission; Young Brothers, LLC;
and Life of the Land.

Your Committee finds that energy generated from hydrogen can
play an important role in the State’s targeted goal of
sequestering more atmospheric carbon and greenhouse gasses than
the State produces by 2045. Your Committee further finds that
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incentivizing the development of a hydrogen industry in Hawaii
will enable a greater diversity of the types of renewable energy
available to consumers in Hawaii. Your Committee believes that
discounting rates for the interisland transportation of hydrogen,
as proposed by this measure, will further support the State’s goal
of a clean energy economy.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Requiring that the interisland transportation of
hydrogen be limited to renewable hydrogen;

(2) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, rionsubstaritive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
1997, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1997, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

Q2~Z~OJ
CHRIS TODD, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Re .lution~o. Comm!.~tr..Referral: ~ Date: ~

0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) J Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

A es Ayes (WR) NaysTRN Members

1. TODD, Chris (C)

2. KILA, Darius K. (VC)

3. AlE, Micah P.K.

4. EVSLIN, Luke A.

5. KITAGAWA, Lisa

6. MIYAKE, Tyson K.

7. ONISHI, Richard H.K.

8. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

4q.~Lf

‘4

Excused

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: • Adopted
If joint referral,

LI Not Adopted

___________________________ did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Distribution: Original (White) Committee Duplicate (Yellow) Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) HMSO


