
IN THIS ISSUE: 
Aloha Kakou, 

• A Message from Gil 

I ren1ain grateful to serve the people of 
Central Nlaui in the Ha,vai' i St.ate Senate. 
Together ,vith rny colleagues frorn J\,faui, 
Senator J. Kalani English and Senator 
Rosalyn Baker, and our six I\1aui House 
colleagues, we will ,vork to respond to 
co1nn1uni ty concerns. 

• O pening Day at the Legislature 

• State o f the State Address 

• Notable Dills Introduced by 

Senator Keith-Agaran 

.January ,narks the opening of anoLher 
lc12:islativc session and nc,v fiscal biennium. ~· . 

PHOTOS 

which n1eans new bills, new issues, ne,v 
challenges. and ne,v opportunities. .<\s part 
of the committees on \Vays and 1--ieans, 
Higher Education, and \Vater and Land, I 
,viii revie,v 111easures on taxation and state 
financino policies. the Universilv of Hawaii C: , .; 

Syste111 and its progran1s, and public lands 
and water syste1ns. 

This session I introduced a nun1her of 
bills to encourage discussion on auton1atic 
recounts in close e lections, stat.e,vide voting 
by ,nail, and e.xtendiJ1g the deadline for 
counties to pass an ordinance to adopt a 
GET surcharge. 

lvf~1ui C :1t1 1,~1n<.~n visi1:.~d S:.~nalor .T. K~il;;ini Enelish and 
1u.:: di.,riug i:h:lr auou:il J~~isliri\'C ,:.,.:cut 

As always, I ,veleon1e input Fron, the 
people o f CenLral I\1aui on any of the issues 
being discussed this year. Your views are 
important and can hopefully be reflected in 
tneaningful and tin1ely ,vays as legislation 
tnovcs for~vard. 

()',)rll)ing our lr~uJitivnul barong::; nJ;;iJ..: (ii' p incuppl..: 
t1l,cr. t<'1lov.· .Filipino legislator~ and 1 pc,;.c tbr the 
Fi!-/\t:J £'c)ur;C'r's ,11111u11l i:.~uc- rt'alurinl:!, Filipiua 
l~~d·.l:•h1r.; in I 1>1\1.:ni~. 

!vlahalo in advance for taking the time to 
contact rny of'fice at the State Capitol. ()ur 
ability to represent you depends on hearing 
fro111 you as Lhe session continues. 

Sincerely, 

Filir,iu~ u.o cpisvd:.: of i\ ,faui 1\1:io,.:<Q. ;;i sho,v c.ln 
-O!clo ,,•here Senators llc,s.11}'11 Bak.:-r, .J • ..K...1ku1i 
E.11glish, and J la lk aboul th~ i:-.:-.ut-s alTt:..:ling ri.1aui 
;;ind he,1\v t.he S1a1c Scn:11.e is addrc::.sing 1hc.1sr: issues. 

OPENING DAY 2019 

fantil )t Jl\ttllbef!> Kris and Joseph ·ra.:ub. Kallie K~ith-:'\g!'\can. n1on1 
I ,)'·dia c:o looia, ,\gne$: (;(l11)11aa, 0,:,:1-cl r. and 1i1)11ald c;l)lo,na. 

Senator l)ouo,rnn l)ela ('ruz a11d ll\}'Selt' on th';;! 
Scnalt! l1r,<1r hel(•ft! lhe <>pening l)ay .::ereOll)U)'· 

l\.'laui Co:..incil Services Scaff and n\)'5¢Jf. rvtaui IL\\'LI 111c111bcrs. 

Bciug inlcr\•icY;cd by ~1n ·Otclo c·c.,111muui1y +\.1cdia slu<.k.'nl~ Karey K3poi ;lnd 80)"> a11d Girl, Club ~'l:tui txc~uli\·C L>ir~etvr 
Kel 1~, l\~ar::;\1n. 

);Jaui Lco110111ic l>c\·,·lopmcnt Hc.,l'lrd staff. G,1v\.'rn<.)r l~c, m)' 111<.llhl!'r L},J i:1 Col<.lm:1, ~ind cou:,:ins 
H.on·:co and :\gi1cs l'C1Joma. 

STATE OF THE STATE 

Guven1or lge ddivered his annual Stale of ihc Slate a,ldress on Januat} 22 lo a join( session uf thc 
legislature assembled in the I louse of ReJ)resentatives Chamber. 

In his speech, he noted that the State or our Slate is "sound": Hawaii is the healthiest state in the 
country, ou r hond rating i~ the highe,t it'~ ever heen, homele~~ne~~ is down tor two year~ in a row , and 

our unemployment rntc is the lo\\·cst in the nation. 
In the coming years, the Governor is looking to restructure schools to be more communiry-based 

and reshape our economy with technology-driven innovation. He is also proposing legis lation similar 
to a hill propo~ed hy Senator Stanley Chang to build and sell condominium~ on state lands utilizing 91) 

y,,ar leases. indu,Jing parcds along lhe rail lr:msil route, .is well as proposing appropriations fur 
homeless programs and affordable hou.sing. lge also proJJosed a removal ofche $103 mill ion cap on 
the transient accommodations rnx, allocating approximately $7 million more to the counties. 

TI1e (iovernor al.so addre"'ed the ~late'~ sustainabi lity goals of doubling local food production, 
protceting our oceans and watcrshe,ls. and achieving 100% rem.:wabk ,:ncr<Jy by 2045. 

TI1e governor closed his speech by saying that in 2018, mother nature threw vokanoes, 
hurricanes, and floods our way, but we remain resilient and resourceful. 

\:1:u,i lt:-!,';i,;l :-;1.urs Sc:n:lhlr t•:n~lish, H-:-:prt'!:-.t<:1;1:11ivc: \Vilc:ht!T'3:':''. 
S::n~1tor Btikc.-r, Ll.S. Sicn:-uor ~t:itic Hiron,1. Rcprc::,cnl:tl ivc 
Ha:,:h_i,nc.,l((l, Rcprc,cnlutivc 1:x:C-.>itc. and 111y~::IL 

Aclcfrt'!:-.<:.ing lh t'! n1odi:. folln\\'ins the .-.pc:eL:h \Vilh Senator 
ri.1ic-h\.·llc Kid:1ni. 

Notable Bills Introduced 
by Senator l<eith-Agaran 

Rrl ATING T() OIGITAI .rv,rOIA 
.~l lo\vs Lh:-: 1.r:;n::.ft:r nf n;1 indivi.-11011 's di.1:~i1:1 l mt:di>l :1L:ct111n1 lo >1 devisee ()r heir uru,n 1he iUX Cllli'll h,,lder 's d~alh. 

KELATIN(i T() THE !1()Al{l) OF EOUCATl() N 
Ile-quires the Board of Educ~tion co ho!d no les!: chatt six co11ut11.1nity n1ecetings a ~·ear., v.·ith at least one n1eeting 
held ,n cal!h county. 

({ELATING TO COND01\.11NIU1'v1S 
Rl!'quirl!'s lht· renl t·st.all!' 1:011 1111 is1->iu11 to rei..:civl!' any 1.:01nplai11I:-. rc.i;ardiu.i; J.isJJHl~:-. bl!'(\\•t:cn a ..:1111tlo111i11ii11n 
us:..1li:intion unt.l a unit 0\\•111:: r ur a rt)' ..:,,111plai11ts refcrr~d t,~ 111u11d:1.U,r}· 111ctliutic111, 111aud.ah,r)· arl,ilrutiou, ur 
\·oluutury lli11<li11g urhi(ratillll. 

i1:fff1 RELATING TO GR()UP LIVING FACILITIES 
Specifics that until ch..: L>cparln1cnc of Health csta':'>lishcs the -cl.:nn and sober ho1ncs rl!g1sn)e, group li\'in.~ 
fac ilities 1na)' operate upon providing notice to the applicaOlc count)'. 

,1:ffij 

,1~1t1 

11~1:111 

RELATING TO CHILD SUPPC>RT 
)':$:tahli~he~ Lhat t!\'Cry jud~ement l()r chi Id suppt)rt i~ enl(lrccahlt! until 1,aid in li.\11. 

RELATING TO E,'v\PLOY/v\ENT SECL'RITY 
P<.'1l11its cl.liJttaots for uncn1plf.\yt1li.'llt bc11ct~1ts to rc:po,, in p,~rson f.\r \·ia ,~lc:.ctronic con1111unicati,ln. l'rohihits 
denial of une1nplo~'1nent insur.1.11,:e benefits if tt .::lai111an1 is t)Ut {)f th,t ~1a1e ,-..·i1h ac..::e~s to facil i1 ie~ and 111ed;od~ 
tit at are pn!v.1. il in.~ or cu~C{)1narily u.,t:d by persons to \\'O(k (t:.flllltely in che clai1nan1's \\,:.cu pat ion. 

R[LATING TO ACTIV[ DUTY .'v11LITARY 
'f<cquircs lhc ~hll~ h1: p~1y, -..vllh,,uL 1lcl:•y, mililsry personnel l!'~11lcd u, >:.Clive dlll)' >ii the s>11nc rnlc :is their :-tclivc 
duly c,111nh.:rp:1r1.::,; prt.>vi<l;: bu:;i:: hou:;i.ug ulh..l,,..anci: ( BH A>: ;ltld pro ville ;;crvie.;.' ,;r-:dil f<.)f lim-: on :1c!iv.: du1..y. 

RELATING TC> TAXATl0 1'' 
E:<lend; 1,h.;.• p.;.•riod ~h>:t u c,1uo1y lli ~}" atlt>pl. a SUl.'eh~rg~ t.>O &ISLi.' 1u.,, under ccrlni.u C-tludlti<.1n::(, frt.>tn ;.\f arch ,; I • 
2(11<), t() T>~~Ci.~1nbi.~r 3 1, 2(11<J . .\llo\vs .l ( ,()tlllt)' ,vith ~1 popnkttion cqu;1l lo or J<.~'5S than tivc hondrl~d thou~nd th};t 
:~dnp1s :~ s urchl'lrge l>ll sl;llC: hlx I() use ::;urchargc.:-rl~vc111.1c::, f<.lT d isrjslcr rl-: licf. 

Rrl t\TING TO TAX CRrDJTS 
lncre~1ses the 3f)t}\\•ahle in-.·omt· lax c.r::dit for lo,v-ln.:onle h<•useho1d renter;; Ul ~1n un1->pcci(i::d amounl. \:1~1kes th::
~Hmt"":d in::ume IHX ·::rc.lil re li1ndahli:: fur li::n hl.l. t1hle y~ar, he-gi;1ninl!, >lli~;- 12:':", 1/20 19. lnt.:re:;:-cs the :.llo\\>ahl~ 
:•1m1,unl or 1hc reli111d.ihle fo,,d:'ex..:-i:,:~ t:1x cr~dil (>} :-tn un.,rcx.:i(icd :nn,,unl. 

RELATING T() EDUCATIO,'l 
Eslabli.shc-:: tind upproprialc .:s funds for tl 5hllC ,;cftc.,ol 1ni:nl :,:.ul,:,:idy pro~r~,m ,.,.·iLhin 1.-hc <.k.·pt1r1n1ca1 of cduea1i,1n 
h,1 prc.,vi<.k.' ,cht.>c.)J luoi.:b , ub,i,:ic:, Iv children \Vbt>:-;: fa1nilic~ do n(1I 0Lh...:r\vj5;: <1ualify for lhc fr.:.·::: an<l r...:duc..:d 
pric.;: lunch prograrn. 

RELATING TO PUBLIC ACCESS 
l'rovid~ t.htil \\'here p:.il:ilic ~1c-.::css is rcquir:::d KS ~• co11di1:on (.)f a suhdi,..·ision. ciLbcr the county tnusl ttec~~pt 
d:..:diculion \lf tind m:1ino1in 1h..: t1cccss or identify ~nt i.'1.ttity UJ C.l'>,tt and 111ain1..'tin th:.: ac..:l!':;s. ,.\.u1.hori.£es the c1.>uuly 
tc.1 r<.'.quir,~ the subdivider to cst:i.bJish a st~~\Vt1rdship fu nd for n1aint('na11c,;.~ purpos,~,;. 

RELATING TO URl3AN AGRICULTURE 

RELATING TO SC>LAR ENERGY 
Pi::nn ils :t 1.:,u1n1.y In ::re:tle a pr•~:.:i::ss fc)r lht': record .11 ion nnd en li,rc.en,enl. or sul:,r e:•:-~menL.;. }., Jluv.::-. ..:ounlie:-: lo 
require individunls clni1nin~ ,1 s,,k1r ri;!.hl Li! ri::cord lh>JI ri~h1. l,y ii lini :,i. de..:lar-,11 i.in "'ilh !ht: cc111nly clc-rk. Penni ls 
a l!'\1un1y t,~ rcquirl!' lt1l!' lrinnning ,,f Vl!'):t-~U1Lio11 Lh,11. hlol!'l..s i.<ll~r nhli1lli<1n JT,,,n sular cncrc:y dcvi1.:~s. 

ii:j:irj RELATING TC) THE TRANS1E1' T ACCC)/'vl,\,\ODATIC>NS TAX 
lucrc:.ascs the atlo..-:.lrion r.if fuud5. front tra11,icnt acco1un1odJtiolt5 tax fC\'("J.tllC to th_c sp<.'Cial 1:t.lld Jl1d dcv<.'h:ipm;::11t 
(ulld co itnpl.'ovc ccrc;; iu ,;tat,~ r(.'$\lUTt~cs aod 5-ervjc<.'s. 

Ji:j:ifj RELATING TC) FAR,'v1S 
(:r;.;atcs J.n cxclusic.u1 frotn in..::on1~ tax fC'lr the lc5S(."f of ftfty-onc p<.'r ..-:cnt of gross awtu.ll income or $50.000 of 
gro,s a.o.uual incon:c ~~aru~~d by~· ft1n11cr (rolll tbrllliug activities . 

Ji:j:§fj l'ROl'OSl,G A" A~IENDMCNT TO ARTICLE 11 OF THE CO"STITUTION OF THE STATE O f HA'NAII 

Jlropcsts an a:u?ndntent tc, tht Ha\\.'~ii ~tnte t ·onstitution t~ nll~w a recoutn of '•'Otes cast i,1 ~n eJ?.Ction be 
c~n\lu,:ted in a n:ann?r ttl be pro,·ided by Ja\\'. 

J,:j:j§f 

i1~t:§fj 

J,:j:fi• 

RELATING TO ELECTIONS 
l{equil'es n1anual recou111~ of election votes \\'heo che: n1ar.£!.ill of,,iclllt')' is e::iual tt) or lt .,;1> thao one h,u1dre6. \'Ott!~ 
cast O( e,qunl hl \'ll' les~ than l)llt:-half of \) llt: pe1 cent of che votes cast, \lihichever it. less. 

Rrl ATING TO rl fCTIONS 
R ~quirt::- m>1nu:•I r(:co11nt'i elf clel:li<ln V<l(~:,; Y,'hen th~ 1n:-1rr.l11 1>f \'ic:lnry is lt":s:- lh>1n 1.v;c) h11ndrc1i ii n.y V<ll-~::. nr l~ss 
lhnn ,,nc per cenl <tf lhe \•Ol.e., -.:>1st, \vhil:he\·t:T i:-: le,s. 

RELATING T<.l ELECTIONS 
C11u..:.1s votiu.t:. l>y 111uil u11if.,r111ly statc,\·itlt' ror 1.1 11 t'l~..:tious 1.:01111111::11;.;iu.:.:. w·ith th..: 2020 pri1nary. G:.tahl i:ihes a 
li111itC'J 11u11il,~r <,!' Vl)l~r sc:r\· ict' ,:cute-rs 1)1at ·,voul<l ri::111ai11 open frlllll tht-lcnlh l,usiuc-~s duy pr~;:..:tlin~ ,:n l'lt-..:1 ion 
tltrlJL,gh thi: t1,1y uf tllc t ll'~t i(111 lO rt'.::i::iv,c- J)Crl>vuul t.leli ... ·er~· l,r n1t1il-i11 bul1wl~. (1(:.L·l)1n1111)(ktlt' votCri; \\'it11 spc-(·iti.l 
needs, ,ind pr<,vidc other elec1iun si:r\"ices. Alh)\\'S l~)r ~1dditil)ntil places l)f tli::posit ft)r pt:l'Sl)n<d tlelivery or 
!ll:!il-in hallnl~ . . .\ppropriatc," li.u~d~ fi)r the i,nplc1nent2.til)n a:1d ad1ninistration 1)r1hc election hy ,nail pr<igr::int. 
rie:quires the ortice l)f ele..::t ion!i :o ,,11h1ui: a repo:t to 1ht! legislature prit)r tl) the Cllnvtning l)f each re.~ular ~e~sion 
fr>llll 2020 througl1 2 025, rc.l!;:1rdi11y. the i1111>lc1111::11 lt1tion <•f' a vott' hy 111t1il :-.)'~te:111. 

RELATINC TC> VOTINC 
R..-:qu ir~s the oftic(' of chc lieutenant governor to e.st.lhlislt a syst\"Lll ro tr.l~k the n1ailing and r~ccipt of bal!ots 
ren1rned by mall. J{equires irhe county clerks to nocit~· che otTt\".e of the lieutenant governor in1medkttely upon 
1n:1ilin.c. and re,:~ipt of 3b~en1ee bal?oti. by n,ail. .:\pptllptiate~ fund~ to the Cl)tlntie~,. 

R[LATING TO VET[RANS 
Rc:quircs Lh:c T Jnivcrsity c·)r T ta, ... 11ii 1,~ \\'t) ivc 1hc nonresidc:111 Lui1 i,">11 ~md fee lliflercnlial fl)r vc1cr,·111~ f1 r 1hc 1 :ni1c<l 
Slah.: :-. '\Javy \\·ho :O:\.'l'Vl!'<l ,u, an >lei iv~ shi1, ()r :-.hiri d~·c1n1111 is:-.iuncd :-iOcr 2000 llnlt i:-: 11:111lell 1tl1,.:r a per st 111, phJ.:e, 
or \\•Urll ussl.,..:.iuti::d v .. i1h Hu,..;ui~. 

RELATING TO DECEPTIVE TRADE PRACTICES 
l ' Jaritics :hat a p.:rson ottCrin~ free or reduced rate shipping 10 a consun1cr in another state buc rctUscs to honor 
that shipping_ offer to a eonsu1ncr 1n Ha,,·a1i has engaged in an ace that is unfair and dcccpt1-..·c 11ndcr certain 
e~ndition!>. 

RELATING T() THE l)EP,'\RT.\,1ENT ()F EDU(ATl()N 
l{equires the :\uditor to pert<lr111 a tinan::ial 2.1\d n1an~ge.n1ent auclit of the l)l!fX'iCIUent of Education, 
Sup:-, i11t~11tlt<i1t, Ooar<l or E<lu<;l)li\J!l, a11J ..:1,111plex ur-:-us evt>! y three )'ear~. 

ii:j:~fj RELATING TO PAY1\.tENTS or SUPPORT 
lnchu:i::, 1ip:-. 11r ;!.r>1l11i1ie., 1,ai,l dir.::..: lly 1<1 ;u 1 in,li"itlL1>1l hy ,'l cusl,,11,er ()r1hc ~1npl<lyer iJn<l rt:p<•rlc<l ur deit;l:•rt:d 
Lo 1hc ·::-1nph>yi::r urult:r lht: <leflni1.iu11 <lf in i.:<l1TI~ ui.cd h, ..:a J.:u l<11e p:;ymenl, uf ;;hil(~ or sp,111sal :-.upp1>rL 

Ji:j:§1 

i1:J:ffi.j 

REL/\TINC T<) JUDGES 
('l·nnet~:- thl~ (( ,~::;i3nrt1 i1)n of judecs C.lf the intc;rn1c:di~lh~ :;ppc:ll;ttc c:1l11n, cir..:uit cPttlt ~, ,liscric:t c;o1111s, ,;rid fll.mi I)' 
c:ourls. 

RELATING T() THE FA,'v\lL Y COURT 
f\,1al~es d,tciiioos of the ta1nily coun appeal~hle to the sup(e1ne court i,1s1e.ari \lfthe inter111ediate court o f appeal~. 

RELATING T() FORECL(lSURE 
Pn1\' ill~s thal a 111 i11111c: order e111er=d 011 a tle..:n::e ,~f fore1.:losurc: i11c1>rr<1ra1.i11g .111 <•rth:r of .,ale or enlerc:.i.l un an 
,:,r<lt·r ,.;.011Ji1111ing lht: sale -of u fi,re..:lu:,::-d 31n,~ rly shall 01,erut,:: ux a finul, up{)t:ulahll' , ,r<lt-r. 

Other notable bills introduced by myself this SC$Sion include measures relating to proh ibiting minors 
from riding in the back of pickup trucks, jury duty exemptions for emergency management workers, 
and appropriating tilnd.s for an international &tudy prog,ram at the IJnivcrsit.y of Hawai i. For a ti11l list 
o f measures I introduced this session, please visit hllp:/!www.capitol.bawaii.g_ov 

MAKE YOURSELF HEARD! 
Participating in the legislative process is easier than ever for neighbor island res idents who are unable 
to visit us at the Capitol. The state legislature's website at www.capitol.bawaii.gov is the place to 
start. There you can search for mea~ures that are being considered th is session hased on keywords, the 

name ol'a Huus.: or Senatt: member who inlrtl{luecd a measure, or by subjecl mailer connniUcc. When 
you register for an account using your e-mail address, you can create a cle.ar personalized tracking list 
for accessing dail)' updated infonuation to find out when a measure may be scheduled for bearing, and 
you can e lectron ically ,uhmit puhlic testimony tor consideration hy the committee conducting the 

hc,tring. If }'(JU l1a\'C gt~critl (JUCslior1.s co11t:cn1i11g llu.~ lcgislali,,c pruc-cs;) <111tl l1cJ\V a bill become;:, la,v, 
please also see the wehsite for the Pub lic Access Room at www.lrbhawaii.orl(lpar! or c.all them 
toll-free from .Maui at 984-2400. You can reach our office toll-free through that number as well, or you 
can contact or e-mai l us a.s provided below. Mahalo tor participating in our democratic process! 

OF. F. ICE AGARAN 


