
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 1~, , 2024

RE: H.B. No. 1837
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-Second State Legislature
Regular Session of 2024
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Education and Water & Land, to which was
referred H.B. No. 1837 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO SCHOOL SAFETY,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to require:

(1) The Department of Education to grant public access to
emergency action plans that do not pose a security risk
to students, staff, or guests of school campuses;

(2) Each Department of Education school to have a
comprehensive school evacuation communication plan for
use during emergencies; and

(3) The Department of Education to collaborate with the
Department of Transportation to assess all Department of
Education school campuses to determine if there are
sufficient emergency evacuation routes for each campus.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii State Council on Developmental Disabilities; one
member of the Maui County Council; Hawai’i State Teachers
Association; Democratic Party of Hawai’i; Democratic Party of
Hawai’i Education Caucus; Hawai’i Youth Services Network; and one
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individual. Your Committees received comments on this measure
from the Department of Education and Office of Language Access.

Your Committees find that this measure adopts a
recommendation of the House of Representatives Schools Working
Group, which was established following the Maui wildfires in
August 2023 with the task of evaluating strategies utilized to
accommodate displaced students and staff to return to school.
Your Committees further finds that, although the fires did not
occur while students were on campus, the physical devastation and
loss of life resulting from the wildfires reveals the urgency of
ensuring that each of the State’s public schools are prepared to
manage future emergencies. Your Committees believe that proactive
planning is essential in implementing school safety protocols.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that each school’s evacuation communication
plan shall include cultural awareness and responsiveness
to language access needs of the community;

(2) Inserting an appropriation to the Department of
Education for the creation of emergency action plans and
establishment and implementation of a comprehensive
evacuation communication plan for each Department of
Education school;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 3000; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Education and Water & Land that are attached to this
report, your Committees are in accord with the intent and purpose
of H.B. No. 1837, as amended herein, and recommend that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1837, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Education and
Water & Land,

J~4~OD SON, ~iairLINDA ICHIYAMA,
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 14 ~~P1!,t5. 211

The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~\%?~1
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) ~with amendments (HD) C Hold

C Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

2. LA CHICA, Trish (VC)

3. KAPELA, Jeanne

4. MARTEN, Lisa

5. MARTINEZ, Rose

6. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

7. MIZUNO, May Besario

8. PERRUSO, Amy A.

9. QUINLAN, Sean

10. TODD, Chris

11. GARCIA, Diamond

TOTAL (11) j
The recommendation is: Adopted ~ Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ._‘)~\/~~4 ct-~1 L~’LJ CIAA t._IIv
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO



State of Hawaii

House of Representatives W~C.R 315 2I~+
The Thirty-second Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Water & Land

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

~ Eo~’.if~~_g F1~ 62/ ~ 2J-1
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) ,J21’ Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

WAL Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. ICHIYAMA, Linda (C)

2. POEPOE, Mahina (VC) ‘I

3. CHUN, Cory M. ‘I
—~

4. GANADEN, Sonny

-I
5. HASHEM, Mark J. \f

—~—
6. MIZUNO, May Besario

~-

7. MORIKAWA, Dee

~

8. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

9. SOUZA, Kanani

TOTAL (9) c2’~
The recommendation is: LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Commi ee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


