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2014 Legislative
Session Highlights

Last year the Maui delegation proved
we were not afraid to take up tough
issues. We passed many bold and
long overdue measures. Working with
my colleagues, | was able to secure
$172 Million in the 2013 Hawaii State
Budget for the Kahului areal!

This year Governor Neil Abercrombie
released $305.5 Million for Kahului
Airport Improvements, roadway im-
provements, and consfruction funds

-—for a consolidated-carrental-facility— -
With the additional new items add-
ed to the supplemental budget, this
brings the total Capital Improvement
Projects to $405 Million for the Kahului
Area for 2014.

| am grateful for the opportunity to
be your Representatfive. In fulfilling my

Above: Representative Woodson takes lead for Housing Committee Hearing
and speaks about plans to use innovative ways to address housing challenges.

2014 Budget Accomplishments!

$300 Miflion ........ Released for Kahului
Airport Rental Facility
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Some 2013-14 Legislative

Achievements

2013 Budget Accomplishments!
$172 Million for Central Maui
$50 Million for Kahului Airport

$22.7 Million for Maui Memorial
Medical Center

$2.5 Million for New Middle School
$6 Million for Kahului Harbor

$9.7 Million for Central Mavi
Regional Sports Complex

$950,000 for Maui Economic Opportunity
$210,000 for Hale Mahaolu

Homelessness ACT 222 Assists individuals
facing or experiencing homelessness by
funding various homeless and housing
programs. Also provides substance abuse
treatment and mental health support
services. These programs are scheduled to
start soon.

Hawaii Growth Initiative ACT 274 is a pro-
gram that provides funding, incubation,
and logistical support for small businesses

- that focus on bringing new technologi-

cal advancements fo the islands. This will
generate new economic opportunities for
all of the people of Hawaiéi as well as their
industries. This innovation promotes sustain-
ability and progressive industries, grows

our local economy and provides jobs for
our communities. This is one of the types of
initiatives the Legislature is working on fo fur-
ther diversify the economy. If you would like
to learn more about the HI Growth Initiative
please visit the website: http://hsdc.hawaii.
gov/hi-gowth-initiative/.

Green Energy Market Securitization ACT 211
is an innovative new method of providing
funds to middle and low income house-
holds interested in obtaining photovoltaic
solar panels for their homes. This type of
program has proven to dramatically lower
energy costs.

Kupuna Health Programs ACT 214 Estab-
lishes and funds an Alzheimer's Disease
and Dementia Services Coordinator, Ku-
puna Care Program, Aging and Disability
Resource Centers, Senior Centers, and
Healthy Aging Partnerships. It also appropri-
ates funds for programs and services that
support our Kupuna and established the
Task Force on Mobility Management,

Film Industry Profits from Tax Credit

With the newly implemented Film Tax Credit Maui Island
can expect great new beginnings, a more diverse econo-
my. and more good paying local jobs for our communities.

e WA

Mauwi Film Studios personnel.

Film and Digital Media Industry Development ACT 89 was signed
info law following the 2013 Legislative Session to promote growth
in the film industry by providing tax incentives. It was estimated
this tax incentive could bring in millions for our State; and it has
done just that. With the newly operating, world class Maui Film
Studios, Maui Island alone is expected to generate over 40 Mil-
lion dollars so far. This will create well-paying jobs and an infusion
of new money into our local community. This is an industry that
we grow! Here is a short list of the productions Maui can expect
so far for 2014:

Atheria - $20 Million Dollars Hollywood Exes - $100,000 Dollars
Point Break 2 - $1.9 Million Dollars  Carrillo Digital - $25,000 Dollars
Dakine Catalog - $100,000 Dollars Total Divas - $15,000 Dollars

Read Aloud America!
Lihikai Elementary School April 2014
Read Aloud America was a fremen-
dous success. Maui News reported:
“More than 450 students, parents,
volunteers and school officials in
attendance. Every child went home
with a book that night and some with
grand prizes."
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Right: Representative Woodson reading fo
Elementary Students.

Representative Woodson hosts
fundraiser for Mavui Island Foodbank!

Rep. Justin Woodson
earned donations from
selling roses and truffles
for Valentine’s Day; turn-
ing a profit for the Maui
Island Foodbank,

Left: Representative Wood-
son delivers roses for Valen-
fine's Day.



Rep. Woodson helps organize
Finance Committee visit to Maui
which resulted in funding!

As a member of the House Committee on Finance,
Rep. Woodson along with Sen. Keith-Agaran were
able to secure funds for the construction of a new
band room, weight room, and fitness room for Maui
High School. Rep. Woodson coordinated a visit to
Maui High School to help demonstrate funding need.

Maui High School Principal
Bruce Anderson, Band
Director Kerry Wasano,
Athletic Director Michael
Ban and Department of
Accounting and General
Services Maui Director,
Wade Shimabukuro with
members of the House
Committee on Finance.

Secured funds include:
$50,000 for MHS Booster Club

$300.000 for the consfruction of
MHS Weight and Wrestling Facilities

$450,000 for the expansion of MHS
Band/Choir Facilities

Members of the House Committee on Finance were also
able to visit the Maui Film Studios, where they got to see the
2013 Film Tax Credit directly benefit the local economy.

Maui Film Studios
CEO Socrates
Buenger and
Actor Richmond
Branscombe meet
with the mem-
bers of the House
Committee on
Finance.

Rep. Woodson Works

Hard to Help Improve
Public Education

Mavui Waena Intermediate School. Rep. Justin
Woodson attends a community forum to dis-
cuss the future Maui Waena expansion project
that has been long-awaited by members of the
community. Rep. Woodson has been working
with Principal Jamie Yap, Mayor Alan Arakawa,
and Department of Education facilities direc-
tors to push the project to break ground shortly.

Rep. Woodson meets with teachers. At the
HSTA forum, members also discussed ways to
improve education for both teachers and stu-
dents. The meeting focused on ways in which
positive adjustments could be made to com-
plement the Department of Education’s New
Strategic Plan.

Rep. Woodson and Education as Finance
Member. In addition, as a member on the
House Committee on Finance, Rep. Woodson's
primary responsibility is the Department of Edu-
cation operation budget adviser to Chair Sylvia
Luke to promote effectiveness and efficiency
when preparing the State budget. Throughout

- the Session Rep. Woodson has been meeting

with the Board of Education, teachers, and
every principal of every school in the district to
address their current operational, repair, and
mainfenance needs. Rep. Woodson has been
able to help secure funds to develop a new
weight room, fitness room, and band room for
Maui High School. It has also become appar-
ent that the community will need an additional
middle school within the next few years. Rep.
Woodson also helped appropriate funds to
both locate a site and design a new middle
school. Lastly, Rep. Woodson also works with
the Board of Education to implement legisla-
tion to create more effective learning environ-
ments for students and teachers.

Lawmakers Listen

Representative Justin Woodson was able to coordinate
members of the House Leadership to participate in Central
Maui's Lawmakers Listen.

Representative Justin Woodson had a great turnout on
Maui for the Lawmakers Listen community meeting. The
event provided the public an opportunity to discuss
important issues prior fo the start of the 2014 Legislative

atch the meeting a

http /www youfube com{hawauhouseb!og

Session directly with their State Representatives. The entire
core leadership team and a majority of the subject matter
chairs were present in Kahului to address the specific con-
cerns of Maui residents.



Some measures infroduced by Rep. Woodson that passed the 2014 Legislature

HB 2411/3B 2449 - Telehealth Reimbursement - Modern advances in technology have made it possible for
healthcare professionals to provide services for patients remotely over long distances. For families and individ-
uals living with disabilities and or in remote areas, these new advancements in healthcare are extremely bene-
ficial. In order to promote & sustain these programs HB2411
promotes proper market value reimbursement for services
provided through the telehealth program to be equivalent
fo reimbursement for the same services provided via face-to-
face contact between health care providers and patients.

HB 2413 - Worker's Protection, Prevailing Wages, and Benefits
- In order to help Hawaiéi's working families HB2413 expands
the current prevailing wage law to all labor related pub-
lic-private partnerships. This bill will promote fairness, safety
and higher wages for all workers involved with public-private
partnerships within the construction industries.

Other important measures - SB 2609 - Minimum Wage - In-
creases minimum wage rate to $10.10 by January 2018. The
increase will be gradually and responsibly. The wages will
increase to:

$7.75 per hour beginning on 1/1/15 Above: Governor Neil Abercrombie signs con-

$8.50 per hour beginning on 1/1/16 sumer protection for Hawaii homeowners along-
$9.25 per hour beginning on 1/1/17 side Representatives Woodson, McKelvey, and

$10.10 per hour beginning on 1/1/18. Senator Rosalyn Baker.

You Responded, We Listened!

Earlier this year | sent out a survey to get feedback from our community on issues
most important to you. Here are the results.

Should the State Legislature Our community Biggest Concern about

increase the minimum wage? needs more: our Community:
Shopping Restaurants
2% \ Nothing | 2%

> Road !
Repair &
23% &

No
Opinion

NO!

% Schools

School | Affordable
Improvements . Housing &

30% 27% 4

" YES!

52%

“l am pleased we were able to pass a responsible minimum wage bill.” - Rep. Woodson

Regarding the need for more schools and school improvements as a member on the House Committee on Finance
| have worked very closely with Mayor Alan Arakawa and DOE facilities to expand Maui Waena as well as per-
form repair and maintenance on the other schools in our district. We are also working on budgeting a new middle
school for Central Maui. We have already appropriated funds to both locate a site and design the middle school.
The second need you made apparent were parks. The State is now working closely with the community on the
development of the Ceniral Maui Regional Sports Complex. Road Repair maintenance is overdue. | am happy that
it is finally being done. There has been $10 Million dollars allocated to widen Puunene Road. As the vice chair on
the Committee on Housing | am looking at innovative ways such as subsidizing infrastructure to reduce costs, the
viability of micro-homes for a fraction of the costs, and any solutions that can be implemented in the near future.
Lastly, our community expressed strong concern for our Kupuna. | have been a strong advocate for our Kupuna
throughout my term. Last year, | was able to help pass ACT 214, for Kupuna health programs. This ACT established
and funded an Alzheimer's Disease and Dementia Services Coordinator to assist with aging and disability resource
centers. | will continue to support legislation that supports our Kupuna.



