
Provider Certification and Registration of Qualified Medical Cannabis Patients 
Relevant statutory text from CH 329 Hawai‘i Revised Statutes  

 
Provider Certification Process 

 
§329-122  Medical use of cannabis; conditions of 
use.  (a)  Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the 
medical use of cannabis by a qualifying patient shall be 
permitted only if: 

     (1)  The qualifying patient has been diagnosed by a physician or advanced practice 
registered nurse as having a debilitating medical condition; 

     (2)  The qualifying patient's physician or advanced practice registered nurse has 
certified in writing that, in the physician's or advanced practice registered nurse's 
professional opinion, the potential benefits of the medical use of cannabis would 
likely outweigh the health risks for the particular qualifying patient; and 

     (3)  The amount of cannabis possessed by the qualifying patient does not exceed an 
adequate supply. 

 

 

Debilitating Medical Conditions Defined 

"Debilitating medical condition" means: 

     (1)  Cancer, glaucoma, lupus, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, 
positive status for human immunodeficiency virus, acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, or the treatment of these conditions; 

     (2)  A chronic or debilitating disease or medical condition or its treatment that 
produces one or more of the following: 

          (A)  Cachexia or wasting syndrome; 
          (B)  Severe pain; 
          (C)  Severe nausea; 
          (D)  Seizures, including those characteristic 

of epilepsy; 



          (E)  Severe and persistent muscle spasms, 
including those characteristic of multiple 
sclerosis or Crohn's disease; or 

          (F)  Post-traumatic stress disorder; or 

     (3)  Any other medical condition approved by the department of health pursuant to 
administrative rules in response to a request from a physician or advanced practice 
registered nurse or potentially qualifying patient. 

 

 
 

Bona fide relationship with provider required (emphasis added) 
 
 §329-123  Registration requirements.  (a)  Physicians or 
advanced practice registered nurses who issue written 
certifications shall provide, in each written 
certification, the name, address, patient identification 
number, and other identifying information of the 
qualifying patient.  The department of health shall 
require, in rules adopted pursuant to chapter 91, that 
all written certifications comply with a designated form 
completed by or on behalf of a qualifying patient.  The 
form shall require information from the applicant, 
primary caregiver, and physician or advanced practice 
registered nurse as specifically required or permitted by 
this chapter.  The form shall require the address of the 
location where the cannabis is grown and shall appear on 
the registry card issued by the department of 
health.  The certifying physician or advanced practice 
registered nurse shall be required to have a bona fide 
physician-patient relationship or bona fide advanced 
practice registered nurse-patient relationship, as 
applicable, with the qualifying patient.  All current 
active medical cannabis permits shall be honored through 
their expiration date. 
     (b)  Qualifying patients shall register with the 
department of health.  The registration shall be 
effective until the expiration of the certificate issued 
by the department of health and signed by the physician 
or advanced practice registered nurse.  Every qualifying 



patient shall provide sufficient identifying information 
to establish the personal identities of the qualifying 
patient and the primary caregiver.  Qualifying patients 
shall report changes in information within ten working 
days.  Every qualifying patient shall have only one 
primary caregiver at any given time.  The department of 
health shall issue to the qualifying patient a 
registration certificate, and shall charge $35 per year. 
     (c)  Primary caregivers shall register with the 
department of health.  Every primary caregiver shall be 
responsible for the care of only one qualifying patient 
at any given time. 
     (d)  Upon inquiry by a law enforcement agency, which 
inquiry may be made twenty-four hours a day, seven days a 
week, the department of health shall immediately verify 
whether the subject of the inquiry has registered with 
the department of health and may provide reasonable 
access to the registry information for official law 
enforcement purposes. 

 


