
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR31 ,2022

RE: H.C.R. No. 55

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection, to which
was referred H.C.R. No. 55 entitled:

“HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE LEGISLATIVE
REFERENCE BUREAU TO UPDATE A STUDY ON THE FEASIBILITY OF
UNDERGROUNDING THE STATE’S UTILITY FACILITIES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to request the Legislative
Reference Bureau to update its 1999 report on the feasibility of
undergrounding the State’s utility facilities.

Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Legislative Reference Bureau and Hawaii State Energy Office.

Your Committee finds that there is widespread community
interest in undergrounding the State’s utility facilities to
enhance scenic views, address public health concerns, reduce the
risk of wind damage, and increase system reliability, among other
benefits. Although the Legislative Reference Bureau studied the
feasibility of undergrounding the State’s utility facilities in
the past, the emergence of any new technologies related to
undergrounding and overhead utility lines merits further study and
consideration.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection that is attached to
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this report, your Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of
H.C.R. No. 55 and recommends that it be referred to your Committee
on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Energy &
Environmental Protection,

NICOLE E. LOWEN, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature ~~~

Record of Votes of the Committee on Energy & Environmental Protection

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

k-IcR. cc EEP. JHA
LI The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: SPass, unamended (as is) Ii Pass, with amendments (HD) Li Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EEP Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LOWEN, Nicole E. (C)

2. MARTEN, Lisa (VC) 7

3. HASHEM, Mark J.

4. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

5. PERRUSO, Amy A. 7

6. TODD, Chris

7. TOKIOKA, James Kunane

8. MATSUMOTO, Lauren

TOTAL (8) 8
The recommendation is: ,2’~lopted LI Not Adopted

Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.

Vice Chair’s or designee’s~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


