
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2021

FEB 12
RE: H.B. No. 531

H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Government Reform, to which was referred
H.B. No. 531 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO AGRICULTURAL LANDS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require a state contract for the purchase of produce to
include an option by a purchasing agency for the
contractor supplying the produce to lease state
agricultural land; and

(2) Establish a process for the College of Tropical
Agriculture and Human Resources of the University of
Hawaii to identify appropriate land that may be leased
to the contractor to grow the produce.

Your Committee received testimony in opposition to this
measure from the Department of Agriculture and College of Tropical
Agriculture arid Human Resources of the University of Hawaii at
Manoa. Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
State Procurement Office and Hawaii Farm Bureau.
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Your Committee finds that this measure will assist entities
in finding appropriate farmland and will increase the production
and use of locally grown agricultural produce.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Deleting its substantive contents relating to the
leasing of state agricultural lands;

(2) Requiring the Procurement Policy Board to adopt rules
for criteria that will provide preference to small
businesses for the use of state agricultural lands to
promote he growth and development of small businesses;

(3) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2112, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Your Committee requests your Committee on Agriculture, should
it deliberate on this measure, to look at issues related to the
language of this measure, as introduced, regarding the leasing of
state agricultural land under the jurisdiction of the Department
of Agriculture, including the potential for a contractor to lease
a larger amount of state land than is necessary for the contractor
to accomplish its production goals.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Government Reform that is attached to this report,
your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.
No. 531, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as R.B. No. 531, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Agriculture.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Government Reform,

.K. McKELVEY, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives 44 S Q. 2 S I

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Government Reform

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

t4c3,
0 The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is)
b.44J

Pass, with amendments (HD) 0 Hold

0 Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

GVR Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. McKELVEY, Angus L.K. (C)

2. WILDBERGER, Tina (VC)

3. CULLEN, Ty J.K.

4. ELI, Stacelynn K.M.

5. ICHIYAMA, Linda

6. MIZUNO, John M.

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

9. WARD, Gene

TOTAJ<) 7 (7 (7
The recommendation is: ‘U Adopted 8 Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ,/‘ JI )4157.4_..

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


