STAND. COM. REP. NO. OQ! =22

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 18 . 2022

RE: H.B. No. 2397
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce, to which
was referred H.B. No. 2397, H.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO BROADBAND, "
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:
(1) Establish the Hawaii Broadband Infrastructure Authority;

(2) Clarify the Hawaii Broadband and Digital Equity Office's
role relating to broadband access and digital equity,
including repealing the responsibility of the Office to
promote the landing of trans-Pacific submarine cable;
and

(3) Appropriafe federal funds.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii State Council on Developmental Disabilities; Ocean
Networks, Inc.; and one individual. Your Committee received
testimony in opposition to this measure from Verizon and CTIA.
Your Committee received comments on this measure from the
Department of Transportation; Department of Business, Economic
Development and Tourism; Department of Budget and Finance;
Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs; University of Hawai‘i
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System; Office of Information Practices; Charter Communications;
Hawaiian Telcom; and one individual.

Your Committee finds that the coronavirus disease 2019
pandemic brought to light the need for broadband infrastructure
and digital equity throughout the State. Your Committee further
finds that the federal government has identified having a robust
broadband infrastructure as a priority and has dedicated funding
for digital equity programs across the country. This measure
would plan for the ideal use of expected federal funding, thereby
allowing the State to better provide broadband services to all its
residents.

Your Committee notes that the Department of Transportation
raised suggestions in its written testimony before your Committee
that the Board of the Hawaii Broadband Infrastructure Authority
include the Director of Transportation as an ex officio member.
This suggestion is in anticipation of the proposal that
transportation infrastructure be considered for use as broadband
infrastructure. Should this measure continue to advance in the
legislative process, your Committee believes that further
consideration be given to this suggestion.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing language that authorized the Hawaii Broadband
Infrastructure Authority to collect data from
communications service providers and wireless providers;
and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2397, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and
recommends that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the
form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2397, H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Consumer
Protection & Commerce,

et~

AARDN ZWJNJ JOHANSON, Chair




State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The Thirty-first Legislature “wwa 'aa

Record of Votes of the Committee on Consumer Protection & Commerce

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HB 23491, 1D HET, CPC, FIN 1-(b-n

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: O Pass, unamended (as is) %ass, with amendments (HD) QO Hold
Q Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CPC Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling (C)

o mARSwronm. |
oA Varks |
5. MORmKAWADee | ||
o TARNAS,DwidA |\ |

11. MATSUMOTO, Lauren v

TOTAL (11) Q l 0 I

The recommendation is: ‘(Z/Adopted Q Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signature: M/WWW\—)

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




