
STAND. CON. REP. NO. -22

Honolulu, Hawaii

FE~ i~ ,2022

RE: H.B. No. 1648
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2022
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committees on Housing and Health, Human Services, &
Homelessness, to which was referred N.E. No. 1648 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HOMELESSNESS,”

beg leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Office on Homelessness and Housing
Solutions;

(2) Establish the Homelessness and Housing Solutions Special
Fund; and

(3) Appropriate funds for the administration of the Office
on Homelessness and Housing Solutions.

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of the Public Defender, Department of the
Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of Honolulu, and three
individuals. Your Committees received comments on this measure
from the Governor’s Coordinator on Homelessness, Department of
Human Services, Department of Land and Natural Resources,
Department of Budget and Finance, and Department of Public Safety.
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Your Committees find that homelessness is one of the most
pressing problems in the State, with the State’s homelessness per
capita rate among the highest in the nation. The Governor’s
Coordinator on Homelessness currently has the mandate and
authority to lead the Hawaii Interagency Council on Homelessness,
which is a cross—sector, inter-governmental advisory council
tasked with shaping and executing the State’s strategy to end
homelessness. Your Committees further find that a sustained,
long-term coordinated effort by government and the private sector
is necessary to reduce and end homelessness statewide. The
creation of a central office, as proposed in this measure, would
enable greater collaboration, coordination, and creation of
effective initiatives to prevent, reduce, and end homelessness.

Your Committees have amended this measure by:

(1) Placing the Office on Homelessness and Housing Solutions
within the Department of Human Services, rather than
within the Department of Budget and Finance;

(2) Making the civil service exemption applicable to only
the Governor’s Coordinator on Homelessness;

(3) Authorizing each county to provide matching funds for
deposit into the Homelessness and Housing Solutions
Special Fund;

(4) Requiring that monies in the special fund be used in
accordance with state laws governing contracts made by
state agencies for purchases of health and human
services;

(5) Exempting the special fund from the central service
expenses and departmental administrative expenses
assessments;

(6) Appropriating funds to include an unspecified number of
full—time equivalent positions for administration of the
Office of Homelessriess and Housing Solutions;

(7) Changing the appropriations to unspecified amounts;

(8) Designating the Department of Human Services as the
expending agency for the appropriations in this measure;
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(9) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(10) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your
Committees on Housing and Health, Human Services, & Homelessness
that are attached to this report, your Committees are in accord
with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 1648, as amended herein,
and recommend that it pass Second Reading in the form attached
hereto as H.B. No. 1648, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee
on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committees on Housing and
Health, Human Services, &
Homelessness,

NADINE K. NAKAMURA, ChairYAMANE, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature WC’~ 4(p~ -~.

Record of Votes of the Committee on Housing

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

HB It,]~8 RSG/A~~)FIN
C The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: 0 Pass, unamended (as is) D-~s, with amendments (HD) C Hold
C Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSG Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. NAKAMURA, Nadine K. (C)

2. HASHIMOTO, Troy N. (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C.

4. CLARK, Linda

5. ILAGAN, Greggor

6. KITAGAWA, Lisa

7. LoPRESTI, Matthew S.

8. TAKUMI, Roy M.

9. McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL(9) f
The recommendation is: ~~lopted Ii Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: Y~.

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee D~l~cate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO
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