
 

SENATE DISTRICT 18 
COMMUNITY REPORT 
JUNE 2021  – Serving Mililani Town, Waipio Gentry, Waikele, Village Park & Royal Kunia 

Aloha Friends and Neighbors, 

	 June	has	welcomed	exciting	strides	for	the	state	of	Hawaiʻi	after	a	tumultuous	year.	 
We	have	officially	entered	Tier	4	this	month	and	continue	to	celebrate	these	milestones	with	 
the	ease	in	restrictions	as	vaccination	rates	continue	to	rise.	Some	of	these	changes	include	
social gatherings outdoors of up to 25 people, indoor gatherings of up to 10, indoor sports   
with	spectators	up	to	33%	capacity	and	more.	It	has	been	heartening	to	see	these	changes	 
take	effect	as	a	long-awaited	rewarded	for	our	commitment	to	public	health	and	community.
 
	 I	am	excited	for	the	changes	yet	to	come	with	the	appointment	of	bold,	innovative	
leaders	like	Senator	Lynn	DeCoite	and	the	Hawai’i	Department	of	Education’s	new	interim	 
superintendent,	Keith	Hayashi.	They	have	demonstrated	incredible	dedication	and	leadership	
throughout the pandemic and have helped guide our keiki and communities through our  
hardships.	I	am	eager	to	contine	our	great	work	together	to	further	the	progress	we	have	 
made	and	to	see	the	people	of	Hawai’i	thrive	as	they	deserve.	

 June is also the start of hurricane season, and it is more important than ever to be  
prepared	for	any	case	of	emergency.	Each	year	we	see	the	changing	environment	of	our	 
islands	affected	by	the	likes	of	droughts,	fires,	hurricanes	and	tsunamis,	and	we	must	make	
efforts	to	keep	ourselves	safe	and	prepared	before	these	potential	risks	are	on	the	horizon.	In	
doing	so,	I	have	included	a	wealth	of	information	from	the	Hawaiʻi	Emergency	Management	 
Agency	on	emergency	preparedness.		

	 It	is	wonderful	to	see	the	thrills	of	summer	enjoyed	as	we	embrace	the	return	of	more	
normalcy	this	summer.	After	the	challenges	of	2020	and	countless	months	spent	indoors,	this	
season	offers	us	a	renewed	sense	of	gratitude	for	the	simple	joys	in	life.	Our	appreciation	for	
sunshine,	beach	days	and	outdoor	activities	mean	more	than	ever	and	as	the	days	get	longer	I	
hope	you	are	making	new	memories	and	enjoying	spending	them	with	your	loved	ones!	
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2021 SCHOOL HEALTH & SAFETY HANDBOOK

Parents can get a head start on the upcoming school 
year	by	learning	about	the	new	safety	protocols	being	
implemented	by	the	DOE	in	preparation	for	the	2021	
school	year.	Click	the	image	to	head	online	to	learn	
more	about	the	DOE’s	Return	to	Learn	2021	School	
Reopening	Plan,	Health	and	Safety	Handbook!

Download	the	Aloha	Safe	app	to	stay	
updated with contact tracing & keep 
your	‘ohana	safe	from	COVID-19! 

CONGRATULATIONS INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT HAYASHI!

Congratulations	to	Keith	Hayashi,	the	Hawaiʻi	
DOE’s	new	interim	superintendent!	Keith	has	
been	a	dedicated	and	truly	visionary	leader	for	
the students and staff as principal of Waipahu 
High	School,	and	I	know	he	will	continue	to	make	
incredible strides for the future of our keiki in this 
exciting	new	role.	I	wish	him	the	very	best	and	
look forward to working together in support of all 
our	students	and	educators!



COVID-19 VACCINE
RESOURCES:

1.	Vaccine Registration 
Currently	accepting	vaccination	
registrations for kupuna ages 75 
and	older.	Eligibility	is	required	
based	upon	Hawaiʻiʻs	tiered	
program and must review the 
prevaccination checklist before 
receiving	their	vaccine.	 
https://hawaiicovid19.com/ 
vaccination-registration/

2.	Hawaii Vaccination Plan
For more information regarding 
Hawaiʻiʻs	detailed	vaccination	
plan, please refer to the  
CDC-approved	executive	 
summary	noting	the	 
operational structure to reach 
high-risk	groups	as	quickly	and	
efficiently	as	possible. 
https://www.oneoahu.org/ 
vaccine

3.	Statewide PODs  
A list of clinics or Points of  
Distribution	(PODS)	note	 
locations throughout the state 
where	you	can	receive	your	
COVID-19	vaccination.	 
https://hawaiicovid19.com/ 
vaccination-registration/
 

4.	Vaccine Safety & FAQs 
One	Oahu	offers	information	
on	Hawaiʻi’s	distribution	plan,	
safety,	what	to	expect	and	a	list	
of	FAQs	to	address	community	
vaccine	concerns.	It	is	important	
to note that people who have  
recovered	from	COVID-19	are	
still urged to receive the  
vaccine with new variants being 
introduced	into	the	country	and	
natural	immunity	varying	 
between	individuals.	Hyper	 
hygiene	is	still	urged	after	 
receiving	a	vaccination.	
https://www.oneoahu.org/ 
vaccine

https://hawaiicovid19.com/vaccination-registration/
https://www.oneoahu.org/vaccine
https://hawaiicovid19.com/vaccination-registration/
https://www.oneoahu.org/vaccine


COMMUNITY 
RESOURCES:

1.	State of Hawaii 
COVID-19 Portal 
The	official	Hawaiʻi	state	portal	
for all the latest updates,  
vaccine	PODs	and	information	
on	COVID-19:	 
https://hawaiicovid19.com 
 

2.	One Oahu
The	City	&	County	of	 
Honolulu’s	official	COVID-19	
Response	Team	site	offers	
pandemic updates and helpful 
community	resources:
https://www.oneoahu.org 

3.	Hawaii State  
Department of Health 
The	official	DOH	website	notes	
the most recent health updates 
as	directed	by	CDC	and	FDA	
guidelines	on	COVID-19	for	the	
state	of	Hawaiʻi:
https://health.hawaii.gov

 
4.	Kupuna Vaccine Hotline
Open	7am-10pm	seven	days	a	
week, the hotline is available 
to assist kupuna ages 65+ with 
vaccine registrations as well as 
for those with limited access to 
technology,	language	barriers,	
those without transportation or  
family.	Call 211 for help today!

5.	Department of Labor and 
Industrial Relations
Access	all	of	the	necessary	 
Unemployment	Insurance	 
benefit	programs	you	may	be	
eligible for and schedule an  
appointment online 3wks in  
advance	for	benefit	assistance.
https://labor.hawaii.gov/ui/
covid-19-ui-benefit-programs/ 
 

CONGRATULATIONS SENATOR DECOITE!

Congratulations	to	Senator	Lynn	DeCoite!	I	have	had	the	 
pleasure	of	working	with	her	for	many	years	and	have	 

watched	her	work	tirelessly	for	the	residents	of	District	7	 
and	beyond.	I	know	that	she	will	continue	to	showcase	her	 
dedication	to	serving	the	people	of	Hawai’i.	I	am	so	proud	to	

welcome	Senator	DeCoite	as	our	historic	10th	female	 
member	serving	in	the	Hawai’i	State	Senate!

I	was	honored	to	attend	the	blessing	and	groundbreaking	ceremony	for	the	Daniel	K.	Akaka	
State	Veterans	Home	on	May	31st.	It	was	an	honor	to	be	joined	by	colleagues	and	friends	as	
we	celebrated	the	legacy	of	the	late	Senator,	Daniel	Akaka,	and	his	ʻohana	in	supporting	 
Hawaiʻi’s	military	veterans.	Pictured	Above:	Representative	Cullen,	Representative	Har,	
myself	and	Representative	Eli.

AKAKA VETERANS HOME GROUNDBREAKING

Photo	L-R:	A	moment	of	celebration	with	Aunty	Millie	Akaka,	wife	of	the	late	Senator	 
Daniel	Akaka,	and	Representative	Har,	Representative	Cullen,	Representative	Eli,	OHA	
Trustee	Kalei	Akaka	(granddaughter	of	Senator	Akaka),	Representative	Branco,	myself	and	
Representative	Matayoshi.

DRIVERS LICENSE RENEWALS
Residents	with	driver’s	licenses,	permits	and	state	IDS	expiring	
between	March	16,	2020-August	6,	2021	are	encouraged	to	renew	
their	credentials	before	the	extension	expires	on	Aug.	6th.	A	
printable	letter	can	be	downloaded	online	as	proof	of	the	60-day	
extention.	Visit	a	driver	licensing	center	or	satellite	city	hall	for	
stand-by	service	or	schedule	an	appointment	online	at	AlohaQ.
org,	though	same-day	on	site	service	is	not	guaranteed.	Head	
to	honolulu.gov/csd	for	more	information	and	be	sure	to	renew	
yours	before	they	expire!



COMMUNITY
RESOURCES:

1.	Rental & Utility Relief 
The	City	&	County	of	Honolulu	 
reinstated	the	Rental	&	Utility	 
Relief Program which provides 
rent and household utilities  
support	for	Oʻahu	residents.	 
Call	768-CITY	seven	days	a	 
week	between	8am-4:30pm	or	
head	online	for	more	details:	 
www.oneoahu.org/renthelp

2.	Next Steps to Your  
Future: Career Exploration
Hawaiʻi	public	high	school	 
graduates are invited to take
a	free	online	UHCC	class	this	 
summer to explore career  
options or summer advising  
and earn college credits  
https://nextsteps.hawaii.edu 

3.	Emergency Broadband  
Benefit Program 
This	Federal	Communications	
Commission	program	provides	 
a	temporary	discount	on	monthly	
broadband	bills	for	qualifying	
low-income households towards 
internet	service	and	equipment	
rentals as well as a one-time  
discount of up to $100 for  
computers	and	devices.	To	 
begin	applying	and	enrolling	 
head	to	their	website:	 
getemergencybroadband.org 
 

4.	Third Round of P-EBT
The	Department	of	Human	 
Services	and	the	Department	of	
Education	announced	a	third	 
round	of	Pandemic	Electronic	 
Benefit	Transfer	Program	 
(P-EBT)	benefits	for	keiki	who	
qualify	for	free	or	reduced-price	
school meals, or attend a  
Community	Eligibility	Provision	
school	during	the	pandemic.	 
https://humanservices.hawaii. 
gov/bessd/1961-2/

The	Senate	Committee	on	Ways	and	Means	held	two	important	site	visits	this	month,	one	
to	the	Leeward	Coast	in	Nanakuli/Waianae	as	well	as	to	Hawaii	Island.	I	joined	Committee	
Chair,	Senator	Donovan	Dela	Cruz,	Vice	Chair	Senator	Keith-Agaran	and	Senate	members	
Fevella,	Inouye,	Kanuha,	Moriwaki,	Shimabukuro,	Misalucha	and	Wakai	to	assess	needs	 
for	Hawaiʻi	Island’s	Ellison	Onizuka	Kona	International	Airport,	the	Natural	Energy	 
Laboratory	of	Hawaiʻi	Authority,	Honokohau	Small	Boat	Harbor,	Keahuolū	Court	House	 
and	the	Keakealani	State	Office	Building.	

SENATE WAYS & MEANS COMMITTEE SITE VISITS

OLELO ISLAND FOCUS
On	June	18th	I	had	the	opportunity	to	chat	
with	former	Representative	Lyla	Berg	on	
the	Olelo	Island	Focus	show	at	Leeward	
Community	College.	I	was	thrilled	to	 
share some of the exciting educational  
innovations	currently	offered	on	the	 
Leeward	side	of	Oahu,	the	community	 
response to these new opportunities and  
the overall vision for education we hope  
to	inspire	through	them.	Click	the	image	 
to	watch	the	interview	online.	

Bottom	Photo	L-R:	Senators	Gil	Keith-Agaran,	Glenn	Wakai,	Bennette	Misalucha,	Maile	 
Shimabukuro,	Sharon	Moriwaki,	Donovan	Dela	Cruz,	Lorraine	Inouye	and	myself.	Back	
L-R:	Senators	Dru	Kanuha	and	Kurt	Fevella	accompanied	by	the	Department	of	Land	&	
Natural	Resources	staff	at	Honokohau	Harbor.

June	marks	the	start	of	hurricane	season	in	Hawaiʻi	and	each	year	
we	are	reminded	of	the	importance	of	staying	prepared	well	in	
advance	to	keep	yourself	and	your	ʻohana	safe.	Click	the	image	to	
the	right	for	a	helpful	video	tutorial	on	how	to	pack	your	“14-Day	
Emergency	Kit” and browse the helpful infographics from the from 
the Hawaiʻi	Emergency	Management	Agency	to	guide	you	through	
the	important	safety	steps	in	case	of	a	natural	disaster.

PREPARING FOR HURRICANE SEASON

https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/what-supplies-do-i-need-to-be-ready-for-a-hurricane/
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/what-supplies-do-i-need-to-be-ready-for-a-hurricane/
https://dod.hawaii.gov/hiema/









