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OCTOBER 2019 University of Hawaii Creative Media Building  

In 2016 I was able to work with my Senate colleagues 
to secure $35 million to build the Academy of Crea-
tive Media Building at the University of Hawaii West 
Oahu (UHWO) campus.  Creative media has become 
one of UHWO’s fastest-growing programs since 
starting with 13 students in 2014. Today, it has more 
than 12 times that many students enrolled.  

By securing the funds needed for the new building, 
we were able to further invest in the Central Oahu 
and Leeward communities by relocating the Creative 
Media Academy from UH Manoa to the new building 
at UHWO. This allows our students to further their 
education in creative media right at home.  

Creating jobs to keep our keiki in Hawaii is our ultimate goal. Each year, Hawaii in-
vests millions of dollars via tax credits into the film industry. This helps attract 
blockbuster film productions to Hawaii and provide hundreds of local jobs. Produc-
tions such as “Jurassic World” and “Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” all were shot 
in Hawaii because of the tax credit. As a UHWO graduate in creative media, our lo-
cal students will have the skillsets to fill these jobs in Hawaii’s film industry. 

Last month, my colleagues and I had the pleasure of visiting the construction site 
and preview the facility. The 40,685-square-foot building will contain a two-story 
sound stage, production and teaching areas, and another area with faculty space, 
eSports room, flex classrooms and creative media labs, Foley studio and sound-
mixing studio and a 100-seat screening room. There also will be covered outdoor 
spaces along with an LED wall facing an amphitheater consisting of grassy seating 
that can accommodate up to 250 people.  

Construction is expected to be completed by June 2020. I look forward to seeing 
this project completed so our students can start taking classes there.   



Please Join Us for a Day At Lake Wilson!  

Over 100 students receive free glasses 

We followed up on our vision screenings by providing students with a pair of glasses! Last month, I worked 
with Project Vision Hawaii and the Wahiawa Middle School (WMS) to have all 721 students at WMS vision 
screened. Of the 721 students, 168 (23%) were found to have a potential vision problem, but did not have 
glasses.  129 students received eye exams, and 109 were prescribed glasses. Last week, we came together and 
distributed them to the 109 students. 

Students with uncorrected vision problems often avoid reading, suffer headaches, and have trouble focusing 
on class discussions. These symptoms make affected children less likely to reach the important educational 
milestone of reading proficiency by the end of third grade, making them more likely to fall behind in classes 
and drop out of school. The problem is particularly prevalent in low-income and rural areas of Hawaii. Having 
bad vision myself, I personally understand the difficulty that these students may have gone through till now.  

Since I’ve joined the Senate, we’ve dedicated nearly $1 million to Project Vision to provide free vision screen-
ing. We're focusing on areas with Title I schools to ensure that services go to our most needy students. In part-
nership with the Hawaii Keiki program, which places a registered nurse practitioner in each school complex, 
Project Vision Hawaii has provided 48,000 vision screenings, 2,000 eye exams and 1,200 glasses to students in 
low-income areas on Oahu, Maui, Hawaii, and Kauai Counties.  


