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ALOHA, Friends and Neighbors,

Happy New Year. May the troubles of 2020 be behind us and may 2021 start a recovery
from the twin horrors of the Covid-19 pandemic and the economic disaster of 2020.

Mahalo nui loa for the privilege of representing you in the Hawaii Legislature. T will work
hard, putting in the hours needed to produce good laws and policies. In addition, I will
work hard to help others, especially new legislators, improve themselves and their under-
standing of the legislative system, so that they can be more productive and effective.

If you have concerns and suggestions for a better Hawaii, please write, call, or email me.
One of the disappointing aspects of being a legislator is that we hear little from citizens in
our districts and more from paid lobbyists, special interest and self-appointed advocates.
The 2021 legislative session begins Wednesday, January 20, 2021. This year the session
will be one week shorter than usual. Please see the attached legislative calendar for details.

As a member of the Finance Committee, I have been in budget hearings since Monday, Jan-
uary 4", Over the next four years, Hawaii is facing perhaps the worst budget deficits in his-
tory, so, please be prepared for many difficulties.

The most important thing which the legislature does every two years is to select its officers
and committee chairs. This year, the most sweeping change in leadership positions in many
years has taken place in the House of Representatives. There are 14 new committee chairs
among the 18 House committees, including 7 first-time committee chairs. All committees,
except one, have a majority of new members—'new' in that these members did not serve on
tl?ose comhmllttees in the past two years. A list of the House officers and committee chairs is
also attached.

Again, please contact me if I can help in any way—State Capitol, House of Representatives,
Honolulu, HI 96813; phone 586-6310; email repkobayashi@capitol.hawaii.gov.

Bertrand Kobgashi

State Representative, District 19
Diamond Head, Kahala, Kaimuki, Kapahulu



http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://hawaiiankingdom.org/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/State-of-HI-Seal.png&imgrefurl=http://hawaiiankingdom.org/blog/?p%3D114&h=425&w=432&sz=86&tbnid=Qz58Q_kMWBqfaM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=91&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dhawaii%2Bsta

HAWAI'I HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SPEAKER SCOTT K. SAIKI ANNOUNCES
HOUSE LEADERSHIP AND COMMITTEE CHAIR ASSIGNMENTS

Honolulu, Hawai’i — Speaker Scott K. Saiki announced the House leadership and committee chair
assignments for the 2021 legislative session that will convene on Wednesday, January 20, 2021:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
LEADERSHIP AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS

2021 - 2022
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Color code: B = bills

2021 SESSION CALENDAR

NOTE: ON THE 55 SESSION DAYS (DAYS WHEN MEMBERS CONVENE IN THEIR RESPECTIVE CHAMBERS),
THE SESSION DAY COUNT APPEARS IN A BOX ON THE LOWER-RIGHT, LIKE THIS.

Il = resolutions

B = budget or fiscal bills

See reverse side for more deadiine information.
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Hawaii Vaccination Plan

There are two major phases in the vaccination plan. The first phase is nhow underway to protect the
three priority groups, as recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). The three groups in this first phase include:

e Healthcare personnel and long-term care facility residents, which is estimated to be 6% of Ha-
wai'i’s total population;

e Frontline essential workers and adults 75 years of age and older, which is about 20% of Ha-
wai'i's population; and

e Adults age 65 to 74 years, persons 16 to 64 years with high-risk medical conditions, and essen-
tial workers not included in the other categories, which is 47% of the state’s population.

Phase 2 will cover the rest of the population, which includes all persons 16 years and older who are
not in the other categories. Phase 2 is projected to begin in early summer 2021, depending on pro-
duction and federal allocation of doses through Operation Warp Speed.

Based on the estimated number of people in each of these priority groups, 73% of Hawai'i's popula-
tion will receive the vaccination if all those in Phase 1 receive the vaccine. Phase 2 will cover the
remaining 27% of Hawai'i’s population.




