
STAND. COM. REP. NO. I1%I1~IP~
Honolulu, Hawaii

APR08 ,2021

RE: S.C.R. No. 47
S.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans, to which
was referred S.C.R. No. 47, S.D. 1, entitled:

“SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO RECOGNIZE A PRESUMPTIVE SERVICE
CONNECTION FOR CHRONICALLY ILL VETERANS WHO WERE STATIONED AT
KUNIA FIELD ON THE ISLAND OF OAHU,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to urge the Department of
Veterans Affairs to recognize a presumptive service connection for
chronically ill veterans who were stationed at Kunia Field on the
island of Oahu, and to provide medical care and long-term services
regardless of the veterans’ ability to conclusively link their
conditions to toxic exposure.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from three individuals.

Your Committee finds that Kunia Field Station was constructed
on Oahu during World War II to serve as an underground bomb—proof
aircraft assembly plant. Kunia Field Station is located under
former pineapple fields near Wheeler Army Airfield and Schofield
Barracks. Your Committee further finds that a report issued by
the Environmental Protection Agency in 1992 found multiple
contaminants in groundwater and soil at the Kunia Field Station
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site. In addition, a report by the Navy and National Security
Agency in 2000 indicated the presence of arsenic and lead in the
field station’s air intake system, as well as moderate to high
levels of fungal contamination due to air ventilation problems and
high moisture levels. Your Committee also finds that many
veterans who were stationed at Kunia Field Station have developed
chronic illnesses, and they and their advocates argue that they
have been denied access to the government records needed to
conclusively link their illnesses to toxic exposure. This measure
urges the Department of Veterans Affairs to recognize a
presumptive service connection to allow ill veterans to receive
the medical care and long—term services they need.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans that is attached to
this report, your Committee concurs with the intent and purpose of
S.C.R. No. 47, S.D. 1, and recommends that it be referred to your
Committee on Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Corrections,
Military, & Veterans,

A H ORNO, ~J~air
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~4 5~(~ tI “( ‘f

The Thirty-first Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Corrections, Military, & Veterans

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

cc~ ‘~, cP’ CMv, ~-i~ 9/7/ 2\
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) U Pass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

CMV Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. OHNO, Takashi (C)

2. GANADEN, Sonny (VC) V

3. BRANCO, Patrick Pihana V

4. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

5. KONG, Sam Satoru V

6. MORIKAWA, Dee 1/

7. TARNAS, David A.

8. McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL (8)

The recommendation is: ~Adopted U Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


