
STAND. CON. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2021

FEB 17
RE: H.B. No. 313

H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty—First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Higher Education & Technology, to which was
referred H.B. No. 313, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PHYSICIAN WORKFORCE
ASSESSMENT,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to address the physician
shortage in the State by:

(1) Repealing the requirement that a certain percentage of
assessment fees deposited into the John A. Burns School
of Medicine Special Fund be used for purposes identified
by the Hawaii Medical Education Council;

(2) Repealing the monetary cap of expenditures from the
John A. Burns School of Medicine Special Fund; and

(3) Authorizing the John A. Burns School of Medicine Special
Fund to provide loan repayment to physicians who commit
to working in medically underserved areas of the State
as part of the Hawaii Rural Health Care Provider Loan
Repayment Program and scholarships for qualifying
medical students.
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Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the University of Hawai’i System, Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations, Rib Medical Center Foundation, Hawaii State
Rural Health Association, Hawaii Medical Association, and Hawaii
Primary Care Association. Your Committee received comments on
this measure from the Hawaii Medical Board.

Your Committee finds that besides a physician workforce
shortage in the State, Hawaii also faces a critical need for
physicians to serve in rural and medically underserved communities
in the State. According to the University of Hawaii, the shortage
of physicians is as high as 1,008 and is compounded by Hawaii
having the fifth oldest physician workforce of all states. Your
Committee notes that more than half of the State’s physicians will
be over age sixty-five within ten years. Your Committee further
finds that this measure will enable the John A. Burns School of
Medicine to expand the use of funding received through the
Physician Workforce Assessment Project and strengthen the
physician workforce in the State through loan repayment and
scholarships from the John A. Burns School of Medicine Special
Fund.

As the need for physicians in rural and medically underserved
communities is great, your Committee urges that recipients of loan
repayment and scholarships practice in these specific areas after
completing their medical education and training.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Correctly identifying the loan repayment program as the
Hawaii Rural Health Care Provider Loan Repayment
Program; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Higher Education & Technology that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 313, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends
that it be referred to your Committee on Finance in the form
attached hereto as H.B. No. 313, I-LD. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Higher Education &
Technology,

G&(~MA~~



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~ cii... 2. (~ ~

The Thirty-first Legislature ‘‘~

Record of Votes of the Committee on Higher Education & Technology

BilllReso ution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

14P313, ~bi ~g4F~, ~
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) ~4ass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HET Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (C)

2. DeCOITE, Lynn (VC) V

3. BELATTI, Della Au

4. GANADEN, Sonny

5. GATES, Cedric Asuega

6. HASHIMOTO, Troy N. V

7. KAPELA, Jeanne

8. OHNO, Takashi V

9. QUINLAN, Sean

10. WOODSON, Justin H. V

11. YAMANE, Ryan I. V

12. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL(12) / 1 O /
The recommendation is: U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committ Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


