STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

FEB 18 , 2021

RE: H.B. No. 1362
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirty-First State Legislature
Regular Session of 2021

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Education, to which was referred H.B.
No. 1362 entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO ACCESS TO LEARNING,"
begs leave to report as follows:
The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Establish the Hawaii Early Childhood Educator Stipend
Program; and

(2) Clarify and make adjustments to Act 46, Session Laws of
Hawaii 2020, which relates to access to learning, to
reflect the current situation brought upon by the
COVID-2019 pandemic.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education; Hawaii State Council on
Developmental Disabilities; Early Childhood Action Strategy; Hui
for Excellence in Education; Hawaii Children's Action Network
Speaks!; and three individuals. Your Committee received testimony
in support of the intent of this measure from the Department of
Human Services and Executive Office on Early Learning. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the State Public
Charter School Commission and Early Learning Board.
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Your Committee finds that the demand for quality early care
and education far exceeds the amount of available and qualified
early childhood educators. This measure will support individuals
seeking to become high-quality early childhood educators, thereby
moving the State toward reaching its goal of increasing access to
high-quality early learning programs.

Your Committee additionally finds that it is important to
prioritize early learning despite the challenges the State has had
to face with the COVID-19 pandemic. Your Committee believes that
this measure will help to expand and strengthen the early
childhood workforce, clarify key dates in the implementation of
Act 46, Session Laws of Hawaii 2020, and clarify that a uniform
assessment of kindergarten readiness will be used to support the
readiness and learning of all students entering kindergarten in
public schools and charter schools across the State.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing language which would have required the
Executive Office on Early Learning to partner with the
State Public Charter School Commission to provide the
Early Childhood Education Program;

(2) Restoring language which requires the Department of
Human Services to establish or augment an existing
database to collect and analyze information it receives
from the Department of Education and State Public
Charter School Commission regarding standardized
assessments for students entering kindergarten and prior
early learning programs attendance disclosure;

(3) Repealing the requirement for the Department of Human
Services and Executive Office on Early Learning to
collaborate to identify the need for child care and
early learning in geographic regions of the State;

(4) Requiring the Department of Human Services and the
Executive Office on Early Learning to collect annual
data on the total number of available seats, total
number of vacancies, and available waitlist information,
to be aggregated by age, program type, and zip code, and
allow the Department and Office to work with outside
providers and entities to aggregate the collected data;
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(5) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2050; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Education that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B.

No. 1362, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 1362, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Education,

TIY'—I. WOODSON, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Thirty-first Legislature K 5 c_ﬂ. q 6 a

Record of Votes of the Committee on Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
HB\BLZ EDN  FiN 2/ /202 |

O The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure. /

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) Q/éss, with amendments (HD) Q Hold
Q Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

EDN Members AyeS/ Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C) VvV

2. KAPELA Jeamnecve) | v~ | | | |
3. BELATTLDelaAw | | | | . |
4. DeCOTELymn | v | [ | |
5. GANADEN,Sormy | | | |
6. GATES,CedricAsuega | | | |

5. mAsHMOTO,TeyN. | 0 | | |
5 omno,Takasni | | | |
5. QUNLANSen | | | |
L YAMANE Ryt | | | |

12. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL (12) / % ‘I

The recommendation is: \D/Adopted Q Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
~ co’h‘niltee acronym(s)

Vice Chair's or designee's signatufe:

! A
Distribution: Original (White) - C&Qmitt% \Duplij ate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO
~_ ~—~




