
STAND. COM. REP. NO. (~cJ -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FE~E~G7 , 2020

RE: H.B. No. 2~50
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred H.B.
No. 2750 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MONETARY OBLIGATIONS,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to prohibit the imposition of
restrictions on a person’s ability to obtain or renew a driver’s
license or to register, renew the registration of, or transfer or
receive title to a motor vehicle, as a consequence of unpaid
monetary obligations. This measure is not intended to affect
driver’s license suspensions related to excessive speeding, lack
of motor vehicle insurance, or non-compliance with a child support
order.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the state Office of the Public Defender, County of Kauai
Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, American Civil Liberties Union
of Hawaii, Hawai’i Alliance for Progressive Action, LGBT Caucus of
the Democratic Party of Hawaii, Pono Hawaii Initiative, Young
Progressives Demanding Action, and thirteen individuals. Your
Committee received comments from the Judiciary.

Your Committee finds that the inability to obtain or renew a
driver’s license for unpaid debt has the counterproductive effect
of pushing individuals further into debt. The American Bar
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Association recently adopted guidelines on preventing fines and
fees that penalize poverty, and this measure will address that
inequity.

According to testimony presented by the Office of the Public
Defender and Kauai County Office of the Prosecuting Attorney, this
measure will reduce the number of Hawaii residents criminalized
due to poverty, reduce the burden on their offices’ District Court
staff, and allow for office resources to be invested on cases that
impact public safety. Your Committee supports these outcomes.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(2) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in -accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No.
2750, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second
Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2750, H.D. 1, and
be referred to your Committee on Judiciary.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

~AQ~h~1~
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State of Hawaii

House of Representatives ~~ •

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

H8 27SO T?J~J, JVD, P/Al ~
~ The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: ~ Pass, unamended (as is) W~ass, with amendments (HD) D Hold
D Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. AQUINO, Henry J.C. (C)

2. HASHIMOTO, Troy N. (VC) -

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CULLEN, Ty J.K.

5. HASHEM, Mark J. —

6. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z. ‘i.’

7. WOODSON, Justin H.

8. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL (8) (4:’

The recommendation is: ~“~opted U Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


