
STAND. COM. REP. NO. 4~~20

Honolulu, Hawaii

FE8 13 ,2020

RE: H.B. No. 2603
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Lower & Higher Education, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2603 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to:

(1) Require the Department of Education to establish a pilot
program to provide grants for certain high school
students to enroll in college courses through the
running start program or other similar programs for
college credits during the 2020-2021 academic year,
under certain provisions;

(2) Expand the eligibility of the Hawaii Educator Loan
Program to include students who have completed a
teaching program at a career academy, under certain
requirements;

(3) Appropriate funds into and out of the Hawaii Educator
Loan Program Revolving Fund; and

(4) Require the Department of Education and University of
Hawaii to evaluate the efficacy of this measure and
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provide the 2021 and 2022 Legislature with its findings
and recommendations.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Department of Education and two individuals. Your
Committee received comments on this measure from the Executive
Office on Early Learning and College of Education of the
University of Hawaii at Manoa.

Your Committee finds that Hawaii faces a critical shortage of
workers in certain career fields and must implement programs to
connect youth to these high-demand career fields. Your Committee
recognizes an example of an innovative program to address
education needs is Waipahu high school’s academy of professional
and public services, a career academy that works to increase
student achievement through authentic and rigorous experiences in
a wide variety of career fields. Your Committee additionally
recognizes that the Hawaii educator loan program was established
in 2001 to address the State’s teacher shortage by providing loans
to students participating in teacher education programs. This
measure will establish initiatives at the Department of Education
and University of Hawaii to expand opportunities for prospective
future teachers.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Broadening the scope of the Department of Education’s
pilot program to award grants to students:

(A) Currently enrolled in a career academy program
focused on career disciplines of high need in the
State, including teacher education or a similar
field; and

(B) The courses in which the student intends to enroll
are applicable to the requirements for an associate
degree in career disciplines of high need,
including teaching;

(2) Inserting an unspecified appropriation to the Department
of Education to establish the pilot program to provide
grants;

(3) Changing its effective date to July 1, 2050; and
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(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Lower & Higher Education that is attached to this
report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of
H.B. No. 2603, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No. 2603, H.D.
1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Lower & Higher
Education,

JU~~%~OODh. r



State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~‘,( SCr4t ~(3~ ‘~2~

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Lower & Higher Education

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

I4~ 2bO~ U1E, PIN -z/+/~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) ‘~(Pass, with amendments (HD) LI Hold
LI Pass short form bill with H1~4 recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

LHE Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused
/

1. WOODSON, Justin H. (C)

2. HASHEM, Mark J. (VC) V

3. QUINLAN, Sean (VC)

4. DeCOITE, Lynn

5. JOHANSON, Aaron Ling V

6. KOBAYASHI, Dale T. V

7. MORIKAWA, Dee V

8. OHNO, Takashi v”

9. TARNAS, David A.

10. TOKIOKA, James Kunane V

11. OKIMOTO, Val

TOTAL (11) ~ 0
The recommendation is: Adopted Li Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee a ym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


