STAND. COM. REP. No.m -20

Honolulu, Hawaii

, 2020
FEB 13
RE: H.B. No. 2417
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki

Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2020

State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Human Services & Homelessness, to which was
referred H.B. No. 2417 entitled: ’

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to address the need for
services for blind and visually impaired individuals residing on
the neighbor islands by:

(1) Requiring the Department of Human Services to establish
a neighbor islands blind and visually impaired service
pilot program; contract with a qualified nonprofit
organization to manage the day-to-day operations of the
pilot program; and submit a report to the Legislature
regarding the pilot program; and

(2) Appropriating funds for the pilot program.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Office of the Mayor of the County of Hawaii, Disability
Rights Hawaii, and eight individuals. Your Committee received
comments from the Department of Human Services.

Your Committee finds that individuals who are blind or
visually impaired and reside on the neighbor islands have
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difficulty accessing certain services without traveling to Oahu.
Your Committee further finds that increasing low vision and blind
skills training on the neighbor islands is necessary to provide
orientation and mobility skills, essential living skills, and
other basic skills to blind and individually impaired individuals
so they can lead independent lives.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:
(1) Changing the appropriation to an unspecified amount;

(2) Changing its effective date to December 31, 2059, to
encourage further discussion; and

(3) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity, consistency, and style.

Should your Committee on Finance choose to hear this measure,
your Committee respectfully requests that it consider
appropriating $500,000 for fiscal year 2020-2021 for the pilot
program.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Human Services & Homelessness that is attached to
this report, your Committee is in accord with the intent and
purpose of H.B. No. 2417, as amended herein, and recommends that
it pass Second Reading in the form attached hereto as H.B. No.
2417, H.D. 1, and be referred to your Committee on Finance.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Human Services &
Homelessness,

£AN BUENAVENTURA, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives
The THIRTIETH Legislature Qﬂﬁ CQ— 3 86 ® M

Record of Votes of the Committee on Human Services & Homelessness

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:
ywi 241 HsH, fIN 02 /07 /2020

Q The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: Q Pass, unamended (as is) ‘{Pass, with amendments (HD) Q Hold
O Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

HSH Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (C)

4 KOBAYASHLBerwrama | /|

8. WARD, Gene \/ BRI

TOTAL (8) g 3
The recommendation is: \JZ( Adopted QO Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

P ] 2
Vice Chair's or designee's signature: W 5 '( . /MVIM —

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk's Office Duplicate (Pink) - HMSO




