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What is Hawaii’s Aquatic Alien 
Status Quo?



Hawaii Reliant on Shipping





What is At Risk to Aquatic Invaders



Hawaii Needs Our Protection



Primary Biosecurity Roles

• Border inspection of ballast water & 
biofouling
• Postborder response to aquatic invasive 
species



DAR HIBP Actions

N= 32

Highlights:
• Established civil service Ballast Water 

& Biofouling position
• Evaluating in-water cleaning 

technology
• Developing ballast water regulations
• Ongoing urchin release to control 

invasive algae in Kaneohe Bay

Remaining Needs:
• Establishing aquatic inspection fee & 

personnel prior to federal discharge act
• Increased funds for AIS response



2018 Biosecurity Accomplishments



2018 Biosecurity Accomplishments



2018 Biosecurity Accomplishments



Vessel Incidental Discharge Act 
(VIDA)

● VIDA appoved on 12/4/18
● EPA and USCG to lead implementation
● Hawaii interisland carve out
● Honor system based compliance assurance
● Ground truthing documentation by authorities not required



Priorities in 2019



Priorities in 2019-2022



Other Priorities



Hawaii’s Cultural Resources 
Need Our Protection
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Primary Biosecurity Roles

• Postborder detection and response for 
invasive species threatening natural 
resources
• Postborder control of invasive species in 
protected areas



DOFAW HIBP Actions

N= 9

Highlights:
• Increased watershed protection via 

fencing & control of invasives
• Coordinating response to Rapid Ohia

Death
• Supporting new biosecurity research 

via HISC funding
• Developed 643pest.org online pest 

reporting tool under HISC

Remaining Needs:
• Biosecurity techs for DOFAW-

managed areas (10 requested in 
2019)

• Additional funds for fencing, coqui, 
ROD, and HISC projects

Ongoing, 
1

Working to 
Completion, 

2

Not 
Started, 3

Leg: 
Approved, 1

Leg: 
Denied, 1

Leg: Not yet 
introduced, 1















17% 
Protected 
Watersheds

13% 
2030 goal

Priority Watersheds







Olaʻa tract near Volcano

PROTECTED

NOT 
PROTECTED



Kapāpala Ranch – Southeast Mauna Loa 

PROTECTED

NOT 
PROTECTED
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