STAND. COM. REP. NO. 3'3

Honolulu, Hawaili

FEB 13 2019
RE: S.B. No. 9
s.D. 1

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
Pregsident of the Senate
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Housing, to which was referred S.B. No. 9
entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO THE HAWAII PUBLIC HOUSING
AUTHORITY, "

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to appropriate
funds to the Hawaii Public Housing Authority to reimburse
landlords who participate in the section 8 housing choice voucher
program for repair costs of tenant-caused property damage when the
repairs exceed the tenant's security deposit.

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure
from the Hawaii Public Housing Authority, O‘ahu County Committee on

Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i, and one
individual.

Your Committee finds that the section 8 program is one of the
federal government's major programs for assisting very low-income
families, the elderly, and the disabled to afford decent, safe,
and sanitary housing. Currently, the program brings in
approximately $32,680,000 a year on the island of Oahu, which
supports over 2,337 families and over 6,400 individuals. Your
Committee further finds that there is a negative perception of
section 8 housing tenants amongst many landlords, making the
section 8 housing voucher program a lessg attractive option. This
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measure would incentivize landlords to participate in the section
8 housing program by ensuring greater financial protection,
thereby making more housing available for those who need it most.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Inserting language to require the Hawaii Public Housing
Authority to adopt rules, without regard to chapter 91,
Hawaii Revised Statutes, to effectuate its purpose;

(2) Authorizing the appropriation to also be used to
establish one full-time equivalent (1.0 FTE) position to
assist and administer the reimbursement program;

(3) Inserting an effective date of July 1, 2050, to
encourage further discussion; and

(4) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the
purposes of clarity and consistency.

Your Committee notes that although the appropriation amount
is blank, the Hawaii Public Housing Authority requested through
oral testimony an appropriation amount of $1,000,000 to administer
the reimbursement program.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Housing that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 9,
as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second Reading in
the form attached heretco as S.B. No. 9, 8.D. 1, and be referred to
your Committee on Ways and Means.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Housing,

STANLEY CHANGe” Chair
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The Senate
Thirtieth Legislature
State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Housing

HOU
Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Referral: Date: _
B9 HOU ,, WhATM 2 /5 /2019

I::l The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:
D Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments |:| Hold D Recommit

2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye ~ | Aye (WR) Nay Excused
CHANG, Stanley (C) %
KANUHA, Dru Mamo (VC) v
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. % > ﬁ‘é’/
THIELEN, Laura H. v X [
FEVELLA, Kurt v

TOTAL L 4 O O \

Recommendation:

Adopted |:| Not Adopted
Chair's or Designee’s Signature: —DV%<
Distribution: Original Yellow ‘ Pink Goldenrod

File with Committee Report Clerk's Office Drafting Agency Committee File Copy

*Only one measure per Record of Votes
Revised: 01/23/19



