
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii
2019

APR05
RE: S.B. No. 78

S.D. 2
H.D. 2

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Finance, to which was referred S.B. No. 78,
S.D. 2, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure as it was received by your
Committee is to require the Department of Education (DOE) to
contract with a third-party consultant to perform a study on the
adequacy of education funding in Hawaii.

Your Committee prepared a proposed S.B. No. 78, H.D. 2
(Proposed Draft), posted notice of the hearing on the Proposed
Draft, made the Proposed Draft available, and took testimony on
the Proposed Draft.

The Proposed Draft:

(1) Requires the DOE to contract with a third-party
consultant to perform a study on the adequacy of
education funding in Hawaii;

(2) Establishes the EOEL as the administrative authority for
state-funded prekindergarten programs, except for
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special education and Title I-funded prekindergarten
programs;

(3) Requires the DOE to adhere to certain quality standards
and work with the EOEL in its implementation of Title I-
funded prekindergarten classrooms;

(4) Defines the roles and responsibilities of EOEL and DOE
as they relate to the EOEL public prekindergarten
program;

(5) Requires the DOE, charter school authorizer, and EOEL to
submit reports to the Legislature on the respective
public prekindergarten classes operated by each entity;

(6) Appropriates funds for the eighteen existing
prekindergarten classrooms in public charter schools;
and

(7) changes the measure’s effective date to July 1, 2019.

The Executive Office on Early Learning (EOEL), State Public
charter School commission, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Hawaii
State Teachers Association, Early childhood Action Strategy,
Parents And children Together, Hawaii children’s Action Network,
Kualapu’u Public conversion charter School, Aloha United Way,
Hawaii chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Head Start
Association of Hawaii, and several individuals submitted testimony
in support of this measure. Two individuals submitted testimony
in opposition to this measure. The Department of the Attorney
General, DOE, Early Learning Board, and Kamehameha Schools
submitted comments on this measure.

After careful consideration, your committee has adopted the
Proposed Draft and made further amendments:

(1) Deleting the study on the adequacy of education funding;

(2) Deleting the requirement that the charter school
authorizer submit reports to the Legislature;

(3) Authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds,
appropriating funds, and establishing positions for
EOEL;
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(4) Appropriating funds to be expended by the DOE;

(5) Replacing the severability clause with a non-
severability clause; and

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Finance that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No. 78,
S.D. 2, H.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Third Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 78, S.D. 2,
H.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Finance,



State of Hawaii HCC’R 2≥.o~,
House of Representatives

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Finance

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee eferral: Date:

~
D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: D Pass, unamended (as is) ~with amendments (HD) D Hold

D Pass short form bill with RD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

FIN Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LUKE, Sylvia (C)

2. CULLEN, Ty J.K. (VC)

3. ELI, Stacelynn K.M.

4. GATES, Cedric Asuega

5. IIASHIMOTO, Troy N.

6. HOLT, Daniel

7. KITAGAWA, Lisa

8. KOBAYASHI, Bertrand

9. MATAYOSHI, Scot Z.

10. NAKAMURA, Nadine K.

11. NISHIMOTO, Scott Y.

12. TODD, Chris

13. WILDBERGER, Tina

14. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

15. McDERMOTT, Bob

TOTAL (15) /~1~ ç6 0’
The recommendation is: ~opted LI Not Adopted

If joint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature: ~ Ø-~.E ~
Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


