STAND. COM. REP. NO. 877

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR 0112018
RE: S.B. No. 1246
S.D. 2

Honorable Ronald D. Kouchi
President of the Senate
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Ways and Means, to which was referred S.B.
No. 1246, S.D. 1, entitled:

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO TELEHEALTH,"
begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose and intent of this measure is to promote the
adoption of telehealth across the State.

Specifically, this measure:
(1) Establishes a policy of the State to promote telehealth;

(2) Establishes the state strategic telehealth advisory
council to advise the Governor on a plan to establish
telehealth as a means of health care access;

(3) Establishes the state telehealth coordinator to support
the state strategic telehealth advisory council; and

(4) Requires the Department of Health to establish and
convene a telehealth administrative simplification
working group to research and make recommendations to
reduce administrative barriers to telehealth.
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Your Committee received written comments in support of this
measure from the Department of Health, Oahu County Committee on
Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of Hawaii, Hawaii
Psychological Association, Hawaii Chapter of American Physical
Therapy Association, Hawail Medical Service Association,
Healthcare Association of Hawaii, The Queen's Health Systems,
Hawaii Primary Care Association, Early Childhood Action Strategy,
and two individuals.

Your Committee received written comments in opposition to
this measure from one individual.

Your Committee received written comments on this measure from
the Insurance Division of the Department of Commerce and Consumer
Affairs.

Your Committee finds that the current shortage of health care
professionals in the State has disproportionately impacted its
rural areas. Telehealth can help to provide access to health
care, especially highly specialized and technical services, to
patients who would not otherwise have access to those medical
services.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Clarifying that the state strategic telehealth advisory
council shall select a chairperson from among its
members;

(2) Recasting the provisions of section 2 in session law;

(3) Changing the effective date to July 1, 2050, to
facilitate further discussion on the measure; and

(4) Making technical nonsubstantive amendments for purposes
of clarity, consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Ways and Means that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B.

No. 1246, S.D. 1, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Third Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 1246,
S.D. 2.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Ways and Means,

w06 7

DONOVAN M. DELA CRUZ, Chalr

SB1246 SD2 SSCR LRB 19-1777.doc

G AN R A M



The Senate

Thirtieth Legislature

State of Hawai‘i

Record of Votes
Committee on Ways and Means

WAM

Bill / Resolution No.:*
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Committee Referral:

CPH, WA/

Date:

221 /14

D The Committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure.

If so, then the previous decision was to:

The Recommendation is:

I:l Pass, unamended Pass, with amendments D Hold |:| Recommit
2312 2311 2310 2313
Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused
DELA CRUZ, Donovan M. (C) )(
KEITH-AGARAN, Gilbert S.C. (VC) X
ENGLISH, J. Kalani e
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INOUYE, Lorraine R. X )
KAHELE, Kaiali‘i X
KANUHA, Dru Mamo X
KIDANI, Michelle N. X
MORIWAKI, Sharon Y. X
RIVIERE, Gil X
SHIMABUKURO, Maile S.L. ).
TANIGUCHI, Brian T. X
FEVELLA, Kurt X
TOTAL 9 4/
Recommendation:
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Chair’s or Designee’s Signature:
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Distribution: Original U Yellow Pink Goldenrod
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