
STAND. COM. REP. NO.

Honolulu, Hawaii

MAR01 ,2019

RE: H.B. No. 68
H.D. 1

Honorable Scott K. Saiki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Thirtieth State Legislature
Regular Session of 2019
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred H.B. No.
68, H.D. 1, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO CONSUMER PROTECTION,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to prohibit a merchant in the
State from adopting a warranty policy requiring a purchaser to pay
an additional fee to obtain a repair, replacement, or refund for
goods returned pursuant to the warranty.

The Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs testified in
support of this measure. The Retail Merchants of Hawaii testified
in opposition to this measure.

Your Committee notes that concerns were raised by the Retail
Merchants of Hawaii, stating that retailers have no way of knowing
if an item sold by them contains a defect or was damaged.
However, ensuring fair and just protections that prevent consumers
from being forced to pay more for an item due to no fault of their
own, and preventing fraudulent or exploitative practices by
manufacturers or retailers is paramount. Properly resolving
issues as a result of selling a defective product is the
responsibility of the manufacturer and retailer.
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As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Judiciary that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H.B. No. 68,
H.D. 1, and recommends that it pass Third Reading.

Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Judiciary,

CHRIS LEE, Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives ~J~ 11’) J

The THIRTIETH Legislature

Record of Votes of the Committee on Judiciary

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date: I
fH~3 ~ I CPC) ~TL-~P

D The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: d~~ss, unamended (as is) D Pass, with amendments (HD) D Hold

~ Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

JUD Members Ayes Ayes (WR) Nays Excused

1. LEE, Chris (C)

2. SAN BUENAVENTURA, Joy A. (VC)

3. BROWER, Tom

4. CREAGAN, Richard P.

5. LOWEN, Nicole E.

6. McKELVEY, Angus L.K.

7. MORIKAWA, Dee

8. SAY, Calvin K.Y.

9. TAKAYAMA, Gregg

10. YAMANE, Ryan I.

11. THIELEN, Cynthia

TOTAL (11)

The recommendation is: ~dopted LI Not Adopted

/Ifjoint referral, did not support recommendation.
committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s siat1l’~~~

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee /‘ Du ow) — Chief Clerks Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


